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' the celebration ef the Lord's Supper, March 
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Matth. xxviri. 6. 

^e is not here: for ie is rifen^ as he faid: Come^ 
fee the place where the Lord lay. 

FRIENDS and difciplcs of the Lord Jefus^ 
je have this day attended your beloved 
Mafter in the fcenes of fuffering; yc 
liave (een his hody broken and his blood (hed. 
When, ftanding at the foot of the crofs, ye look- 
ed up to the Man of forrows, what were the 
emotions of your fouls ? Ye beheld his coun- 
tenance beaming with affeftion to his friends, 
and with compaflion to his enemies. Ye heard 
liis generous interceffion amidft thej^xtremity 
of pain and reproach, and his expreffion of fi- 
-nal fatisfaftion in the moment of reireai% Y\.t 
Voz.IV. A iix^^ 



2 The Uefitrreclion of Jcfiiu Ser. i.. 

faid, It is finiflied ; and he bowed his facrcd head,^ 
and yielded up his fpirit. At the inftant of 
this great cataftrophe the elements of the world 
were fliaken \ the awful gloom which over- 
fpread the heavens, the crafh of the rending 
rocks, the difoial portents as of expiring na« 
ture, .alarmed the attending multitude : they 
fmote th^ir breads^ and returned in.iilent hor- 
ror and difmay. 

Let us now attend to the fubfequcnt .cTjents, 
and follow to his grave the body of him who 
was numbered whh tranfgreffors in his death. 
By permiffion of Pontius Pilate, it was. commit- 
ted to the care of Jofeph of Arimatheaj l>ut 
before It was taken down from the crofs, one of 
the foldiersf with a fpear pierced his fide, and 
blood and water iiTued from the wound : This 
was done to put his death beyond all doubt, 
wjiatever interefl: either friends or foes might 
take in that eyent. Tfec body;, wrapped ip a 
/hrowd, and embalmed with fpices and per- 
fumes according to the cuftom^f the coun- 
try, was conveyed to an adjacent garden, and 
laid in a new fe^ulchre hewn out of the folid 
rock, which having been fo recently fprmecl, 
was not yet providied with a gate ; this defe£): 
was fupplied by a ponderous ftone, of fuch di- 
tnenfions as wholly to clofe up the entranqe 
when rolled to it by the ftrength^f men* 

Thus the hiftory of Jefus of Nazareth Teem- 
ed to be finally concluded. This was a fad 
termination of fuch hopes as had bec;a entcr- 
,tained of him. He faved others j could he 

vDOC 
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not fave himfelF-? He who could check the 
winds and the feas, and they were hufhed at 
liis rebuke; he who could difmifs the difeafe^ 
of mortality with his word 4 who could rcitorc 
the dead to life^ who could difartn the multi« 
tude which once attempted to cut him off, and 
•quietly pafs through the midft of them \ and 
who, but the evening before, in the garden of 
'.Gethfemane, by only faying, I am he whom yc 
feek^ had arretted the armed band which was 
advancing to feize him, and made them fall 
fNToftrate at his feet : Is he now ftrapt of all hit 
power ? Have his enemies at laft prevailed^ 
£qcc thus his body is confi'gnfid in filence to 
the grave ? 

Let not this mournful event alarm you, as 
if the counfel of God had been thus defeated ; 
it was only thus fulfilled. Ought not Chrift to 
iave fuffered thefe things? Confider what is 
written by the prophets from the times of old ; 
and mark how, by his fervants, the Spirit ot* 
God had difeloled the arrangements of Provi^ 
dence,-,the fate of our leader, and the behavi- 
our of men, as they were known unto God 
from the beginning, (a) He is a man of Jbr- 
rowSf and acquainted with grief \ he is defpifed 
and rejected of men. (b) He was opprejfed and 
affiiEled^ yet he opened not his mouth, (c) He 
TV as taken from prif on and from judgement : and 
who fball .declare his generation F (d) He ti* 

(•) IfAiabJiii.3. (b) Verf. 7. (c) Vcif.S. (d) Vcrf 7. 

A 2 brougljt 



4 The RefurreFlion of JefuSi Scr. i . 

^brought as a Iamb to the {laughter • (a) He was 
nvotinded ; he was bruifed. 

(b) They weighed for my price thirty pieces of 
Jilver* A goodly price that I was valued at of 
them, (c) They pierced my hands and my feeU 

(d) In my thirft they gave me vinegar to drink. 

(e) They part my garments among ihem, and 
cajl lots upon my vejiure. (f) My Cody my G^d^ 
xvhy haft thouforfaken me ? (g) I am a reproach 
of men^ and defpifed of the people. All that fee, 
mCt laugh me to f corn : they fhoot out the lip^ and 
fhake the headj Jaying^ He trujied on the Lord^ 
that he would deliver him : let him deliver him, 
feeing he delighteth in him. (h) He was cut off 
from the land of the living, (i) They fhall lock 
vn him whom they Ijave pierced, (k) For he wOi 
numbered with tranfgreffors. 

Such are the exprefs declarations of ancient 
prediction recorded in the books of the pro- 
phets for the edification of the world } and 
thus far in the minuteft circumftanccs of the 
great event, all that God had fpoken hath been 
with wonderful exaClnefs accompIi(hed. But 
the prophets had likewife announced the Mef- 
fiah's reign, as a fcene of joy and triumph : 
A life of glory and immortality was declared 
to be decreed for him, and the afiurance of 

(a) Ifaiah liii. 5. (b) Zcch. xi. \%, ij. (c) Pfal. xxii. 
15. (d) Pfal. Ixix. 11. (c) Pfal. xxii. 18. (f) Pfal. xxii. 
I. (g) Verf. 6. 7. 8. (b) Ifa. liii. 8. (i) Zcch. xii. 10. 
(k) Ifa. liii. o. 

viftory 
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▼TAory was fuperadded to the tidings of death* 
The truth of God was pledged to men to re- 
concile thefe oppoiite defcriptions \ and to uo^ 
veil in its feafon the myftery of Heaven. 

The prophets had declared the decree in 
fuch terms as thefe. (a) Thou luilt not leave 
my foul in the grave ^ nor give thine holy One to 
fee ccfrrupfion. (b) When thou fhalt have made 
Ins foul an offering for fin ^ he fhall prolong his 
days^ the pleafure of the Lord proffering in his 
hand. He fhall fee of the travail ofhisfoul^ and 
Jball be fatisfied. (c) Therefore 'will I divide 
him a portion with the great ^ and he fhall divide 
thefpoil with the Jlrong : becaufe he poured out 
Ids foul unto deaths and hare the fin of many ^ 
and (even in thefe circumftances) made intent 
cejjionfor the tranfgrejfors. (d) Comey fays the 
prophet Hofea» Let us return unto the Lord; 
for he hath torn, and he will heal us ; he hath 
fmitten^ and he will bind us up : After two days 
Be wilt revive vsy in the third' day he will' raipr 
us upi and we fhall live in his fight. 

Our 'Lord, before his fufferings, had repeat- 
edly inftrufted his difciples in the application 
of the prophecies refpeAing the whole fcene 
through which he was deftined to pafs. The 
Son of man mujlfuffer many things ^ and mufi bs 
put to deathf but on the third day he /hall arife. 
Yet they underftood not this faying, though 

(a) Pfal. zvi. to. (b) Ifa. liii. xo. ti. (c) Veif. tu 
C^X Hof. Ti. I. 7^ 

A 3 fu£c\tu\Vj 



t The HefurreSlion ofjefuf. Scf. i.- 

fufficienily plain ^ for a$ yet fhcy knew not the 
fcripturcs, that he muft rife from the dead. 
More obfcurely he had intimated the fame 
thing to the Jcwifh nation at large, when after 
ihe performance of many beneficent miracles 
they ftill demanded a fign from heaven : cx-^ 
pe6Ung» as it appears, that the Meffiah ihould- 
exhibit before them that glory of the Lord, or 
ccleftial light, which, in ancient times, ha<f 
accompanied the manifeftations of the Angel of 
the covenant \ the fame great meffenger who* 
was to come to his own in the later days. For 
they overlo'^ked all the afiuranees which thc^ 
prophets had given, that at his coming in the 
character of Meffiah, he fliould have no form 
cr comelinefsy no exterior difphy either of his 
divine gttry, or of regal magmficence, for 
which hejhoiild be dejired of men. On occafibn 
of ikis deBia<n J of the fign from heaven, Jefus 
ft9od forth in the midft of the court of the- 
temple, and laying his hand upon his breaf^^ 
or by fome fuch fignificant a£);ion pointing to* 
his own body, Te 'will deftroy this temple^ 
faid he, and in three days I will raife it up*- 
This fliall be the great and decifive fign. Ihere^ 
JhaH nojjgn be given to this evit generation^ but 
the fign of the prophet Jonas \ for as Jonas vjas' 
three days and three nights in the whalers bd^ 
ly^ fi fhall the Son of man be in the heart of 
ihe earth. He that hath ears to hear let him 
hear. 

The various intimation^ which Jefusrgavc of 

his 
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bis refurreAioD, awakened, no hopes mthe- 
minds of his difciples; the prejudices in favour 
of a temporal reign clouded their fpiritual un- 
derftandidgs \ yet in the people his warnings 
feem to have excited fome undefined appre- 
henfions of what might follow : His worda^ 
were more particularly brought into recollec- 
tion by the majefty which he difplayed in the 
feene of death, and by the circumilances oF 
gloom and terror which* were exhibited in that 
tremendous hour.- 

An- uncertain rumour began to circulate 
through the city, as if he fhould rife from 
the dead on the third day. This circumflance, 
joined to the conAernation which was viiible 
in the eouQtciiances- and geftures of the people. 
as they returned from the moumaig^j gave fe-' 
rious alarm to- the rulei^s : diey met early in 
Ibe' evening in clofe cabal ; all was not right in 
their own bofoms j there was a tenor of God 
in their aflcmbly. Their guilty minds forbod- 
ed dangers from every quarter: They dreaded' 
a revolution in the pafHons of t4ie mvihitude v 
and the probable traniition* from that univerfal 
dejection which pervaded Jerufalem, to tumult 
and vengeance. They even dreaded, that the 
difciples of Jefus, availing themfelves of the 
rumour of an expefted refurreftion, might 
carry off the corpfe, pretending that he was ri- 
fen; and thus the whole force of the popular 
rage might recoil againft the rulers, as the 
murderers of the Meffiah, anddeftroyers of the 
hope of Ifrael. Their firft concern uow^ 
A 4 tVicxcioYt^ 



9 The RefurreBion o) Jefus. Scr. u 

thcrcfoire, was to make fure of Ac body, the 
only pledge of their fafety : that by publicly 
producing it a dead corpfe on the thh-d day^^ 
they might vindicate what they had done» and' 
extinguifh the laft rays of hope which any of 
the nation might haYe formed from Jefus o^ 
Nazareth. For this end the moft effe£tual pre- 
cautions were taken which the cafe could poC-- 
fibly admit. By application to the governor 
of fhe province, a company of Roman foldiers 
was procured^ who at fcm-fet, in the evening 
of the crucifixion-day, were pofted as a guard 
at the fepulchre ; and the vaft ftone which clo« 
fed its entrance wa» fecured by the feal of the 
High Prieft} fa deeply m earncft were the 
rulers in this matter. The officer and the 
guard were inflrudted, that they ihould be an- 
fweraUk to produce the feal unbroken, and 
the body fafe in the fepulchre on the third 
day- 

. But there were higher parties concerned* in 
diis cafe, of whofe interference the rulers were 
not aware; and againft whom their guards 
and their feal could yield no proteAion. la 
fo far as refpe£ted the difciples of Jefus in» 
deed, the caution of the rulers was even ex* 
ceffive; from this quarter no danger could 
reafonably be apprehended, whatever the feaca 
of guilty men might fuggeft. The fituatioa 
of the eleven rendered them utterly unfit fot 
enterprize : they were plain and fimple men; 
all their hopes had expired with their Mafter; 
they hy under every circumftance of difcou^ 
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ragcment and * perplexity ; they had trufted' 
diac it had been he who fhouid have redeemed 
ITrael ; But his unrefifiiog fubmiffioo,« and hb 
placid (urrender of life, had filled them with- 
utter amazement and dcjedion. Their cafe 
was mortifying and alarming in the higheft de» 
gree : they now felt themfelves without a lead«> 
er, without a friend; expofed amid ft a nation* 
of enemies, as the poor remains of a broken 
and ruined party. They, durft not even be 
feen, or fiir in the city, where every man'id 
hand feemed to be lifted againft them : left the 
fiorm which had overwhelmed their Mafter, 
ihould burft alfo upon their heads^ They had 
forfaken him and fled at his trial \ they had nor 
•ven dared to mix with the crowd at the cruci« 
fixion, but ftood afar ofiPr *' The fhepherd 
•• was fmitten^ and the Iheep were fcatlcred.'** 
The attempts of fuch men could not be for- 
midable, nor re(]^ire all this military apparatus 
of watching and- defence. But the providence . 
of God over- rules the counfcls of men, that 
. he may bring forth truth unto viftory. The 
precautions of the rulers were, on this occa- 
fioD, fubfervient to the caufe which they meant 
to overthrow ; they were carefully providing 
evidence for their ownconfufion ; not know- 
ing what they did, they were ftationing at the 
grave of Jefus a band of neutral men, who,, 
being neither Chriftians nor Jews, and confci- 
ous of no intereft in the event, farther than> 
to do their duty as Roman foldiers on guards, 
were intended of Heaven to bear unexception- 
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able teftimoay to th&iaA,' and Co become^ la^ 
the firft inftance, the witneiles of the gloty of 
the refurredion.. 

Such were the refpe£Hve {kuations of the v\x* 
]er& and the difciples, and fuch the ftate of 
things in Jerufalem^ while the Captain of our- 
falvation lay in the filence of the tomb. In. 
that feafon the Roman foldiers were not the. 
only guards of the fepulchre :, The heavenly 
hofla were moved, the legion^ of God wece 
arrayed, to protefik the facred depofit*. The. 
preparations were now fully formed in both^ 
worlds, and all things f^ood in readinefs for 
the moment in which the arm: o£ the Lord* 
ihould be revealed.. 

Twice had the fun gone down upon the. 
earth, and alU as yet,, was quiet at the fepul- 
chre : Death held his fceptre over the Son o£ 
God : Still,, and filent,. the hours pafTed on y 
the guards flood by their poft; the rays of the 
midnight moon gleamed on their helmets, and 
.;on their fpears : The enemies of Chrift. exult*- 
ed in their fuccefs ; the hearts of his friends 
were funk iadefpondcncy and in forrow ; the 
fpirits of glory waited in anxious fufpenfe to 
behold the "event, and wondered at the depth 
of the ways of God.. At length the morning 
ftar arifing in theeaft, announced the approach 
of light; the third day began, to dawn upon 
the world, when, on a fudden, the earth tren^ 
bled to its centre, and the powers of heaven 
were ihaken;. an angel of God dcrcended, 
the guards fiirunk back from the terror, of his 
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prefencCy and feU proftiate on the grounds 
'< His countenance was like lightning, aod his 
*^ raiment was white as fnow:" He rolled awaj 
the ftone from the door of the fepulchre, and 
idt upon it. But who is this that comcth forth 
from the tomb, with dyed garments from the- 
bed of death ? He that is glorious in his 
appearance, walking in the greatnefs of his 
firength ? It is thy prince, O Zion \ Chrlftiaui 
it is your Lord : He hath trodden the wihe* 
prefs alone ; he bath (Gained his raiment with 
blood; but now, as the fir41-born from the 
womb of nature, he meets the morning of 
his refurre£tion.< He arifes a conqueror from* 
the gra^e ;.be returns with b]eflings from the. 
world of fpirics; he brings falvation to the. 
ibns of men. Never did the ceturniag fun 
vfher in a day fo glorious : it was the jubilee, 
of the univerfe. The morning flars fung to» 
gether, and all the Tons of God (liouted aloud 
for joy: The Father of Mercies looked dowo^ 
from his throne in the heavens ; with complS-^ * 
cency he beheld his world reftored : he faw hit- 
work that it was. good. Then did the deferc^ 
rejoice ; the face of nature was gladdened be- 
fore him, when the bleffings of the Eternal 
defcended as the dew of heaven, for the re- 
frelhing of the nations^ 

This great fcene was appointed in the wif- 
dom of God, and conducted by his power, for 
the honour and reward of our crucified Ma^ 
A- 6. fter^, 
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) fter^ and for the evetlaftiflg confolation of hi» 

. people^ 

God hath thus wiped off the reproach of the- 
'itrofK 

When the great Mediator not only fubmit«-> 
ted to endure the common evils of humanity,, 
but was fubje£ted to the ignominy of a publio 
crucifixion, he commended his Spirit into the. 
father's hand } and the claim lay with infinitei^ 
juftice, to maintain the dignity of the innocent! 
fufferer; to vindicate his honours which might 
feem to have been tarniifaed in the fcene of 
blood; and to raife him to that kingdomu 
which he had merited) and for which he wa&> 
made perfe^t^ in having learned our trials ancL 
our obedience through fufterings. 

In like manner^ when his religion was to be- 
tendered to the worlds clogged as it might, 
feem by that ftumbling-block) which, neitheir 
Jew nor Gentile knew how to reconcile with^ 

^tfae notions of perfonal grandeur, and tj^e ma- 
jcfty of charafier \ it was fit that\fuch extremc^^ 
humiliation (hould be balanced by a fucceeding' 
ftene of unrivalled glory r that the do£b'ine oi& 
the crofs might be judified as the wifdom o£ 
God) fufiained by the power of the refurrec- 
tion. Thus were his apoftles enabled to glory? 
in the crofs of Chrift : and to preach the ti* 
dings of confolation through him who died), 
yea, rather who is rifen again ; and thus wcre: 
his friends every where taught to regard thc^ 
tranfa^ions on Mount Calvary with admira»» 

tioa> 
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fSon and coinfbrt» inftead of confufion tad dUif ; 
may^ ;V 

The whole bodj of that religious ioftin^e^i 
which Jefus hath delivered, was thus ill the * 
events of the refurre^on-morning authentica« 
ted by the feal of Heaven, and confirmed to- 
men by the moft decifive proof* when the Au- 
thor of our faith was reftored from death, and 
the bars of the grave were broken by the power 
of God. 

The refurreftion of Jefus reflcAs peculiar 
Bght upon the do£^rine of a future ftate» and 
affords the moft emphatical proof which man 
could defire, that the foul knows no difTolu- 
tion, and is invulnerable to the ftroke of death. 

We are travellers through the wildernefk 
of life ; the king of terrors lurks in ambufh 
near the path, he fends his arrows among the 
ions of men, and wlio can refift his power> ^ 
Before, behind, on the right-hand,, and on the *^* 
left, we fee our fellow-travellers, one by one, 
firuck and falling to the earth. The compa<« 
nions of our early days, the friends whom we 
love as our own fouls, drop by our {ides, and 
leave us folitary in the land ; with the certain 
knowledge, that we in our turn muft yield to* 
the order of nature.. "We fee that the body re- 
turns to its duft, but the reft is hid from our 
view.. The hopes of nature are ftrong ;. they 
are confirmed by the conclufions of reafon; 
yet it is the earneft wiih of the foul, to obtain 
£Emie more palpable proof|.where its all, its be- 
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iDg, is" the G>bjeft of inquiry. Your friends 
depart, and return not with tidings any more*. 
At trmes, perhaps, it is with anxious and hefi* 
tating expeAation that you look towards the 
land of night : if one £bould arife from the 
dead, wouldft thou believe ? Gome then and 
obferve the place where the Lord lay : See,, 
the linen cloaths in which his body was wrapt,, 
together with the herbs and fpices^ are left in. 
their place in the tomb : the napkin which, 
bound his head, has there been ^id afide with 
all it» fold» unrufHed. But He is not here,, he 
is rifen: the guards faw him come forth from' 
the tomb, they fled to the city in utter confler- 
nation, and declared to the chief prieAs the 
things which were done ; the defcent of the.* 
angel, and the refurredtion of Jefus. Herein 
is our confidence and our joy \ the day of his> 
power (fawned, and. the darknefs of the humao^ 
underdauding was difpellcd before the glories* 
of the morning. 

, Now we know that our fouls are indepen* 
dent of death ; and in the lame fcene we mayr 
difcover the pledgeof God, that they fhall be 
again embodied. The defolation which iin 
introduced into the kingdom of God. is de* 
fiined to meet entire rcdref* from him who fi-^ 
niflied tranfgreffion. The revocation of the 
doom of death, the rc-unioh of the fpiritual 
fubdance with its material organ in the glories* 
of perfe£\ion and immortality, is that final re«^ 
fiitution of all things, which the majefly of 
God feems to require^ and of whichhe hathu 

/ given? 
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given afluraDce to men^ in that be hath raifed 
Jcfus fromrthe dead. To our Lord and Ma- 
fter are now committed the keys of the grave ; 
he caUed up many of the bodies of the iaints 
which flept, and lent them into the city, where 
they appeared to their friends, as trophies of 
the yi£lory of him. who was dead, and is alive 
for evermore. £ven (b them alio which fleep* 
in Jefus (hall God bring home to him. We 
err notji for We know both the fcriptures and 
tlie power of'God. Our Redeemer liveth, and 
ihall (land at * the latter day upon the earth: 
And though this earthly houfe, this taberna- 
cle of fleihf mull be diflblved, we have a build- 
ing of God, a houfe not made with, hands^ 
eternal in the heavens. That which is now 
corruptible (hall put on incorruption, andomr 
bodies being failiioned after the refcmblanccof 
bis glorious body, fliall be clothed with im« 
mortality^ 

Thanks be unto God, who giveth us the vic*^ 
*orx through Jefus Chrift our Lord. 
> 
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SERMON IE. 

On the Duty of attending the Public hRj^ 
tutions of Religion. 

By Wm.liam>MoodiB| Mimfter of St An^ 
drew^s Churchy EdiDburgh. . 

Breached on the firft Sundiiy; after hit admiffion t^-^ 
his prefent Charge. 

H E B. x^. ^5^. 

Not for/aking the ajfembling of our/elves toge* ' 
ther^ as the manner of feme is, hut exhorting;^ 
one another^* and fo. much the more^ as ytfee. 
the day approaching. 

IN the preceding verfcs-, Paul had ftated tKcr 
doArine of our Saviour'^ mediation. Eroni> 
the view which be had given of that gracious 
appointment^ he had encouraged the Hebrews^ 
to approach their Maker in the exercifes of re* 
ligion. Thefe were the means which God had^ 
provided for promoting their improvement in- 
knowledge and in virtue. By uniting in the 
public offices of devotion, they might contri« 
bute to inflame each others piety, and to ani^ 
mate each other in the paths of obedience. 

The argument by which the Apoftle enfor^- 
ees his exhortation, is peculiarly adapted to 
the age in which he wix)te ; V ia fo nruch the 

1« morc^'*^ 
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*♦ more,** faith he, " as yc fee the day approach* 
*^ \ngJ* The day to which he alludes, is that 
day of vengeance of which our Saviour had 
fpoken, when the miferies which were to be* 
fal the nation of the Jews, were to atteft the 
truth of his religion, and the power of his 
kingdom. 

This day of vengeance is now paft ; bm the 
duty which the confideration of it is employ- 
ed to recommend, is a duty of eternal and im- 
mutable obligation. If it be admitted that 
there is a God, the Creator, the Preferver, and 
the Governor of the world, it will follow, thai 
to a being fb exalted fome homage is due; and 
if the infiitntions of religion have a native ten- 
dency to cherifh and diffufe the fentiment of 
piety, it will follow, that to aflemble ourfelvef 
for the purpofe of devotion, is a duty which 
we cannot innocently negleA< 

The circumftances in which I addrefs you at 
prefent, will fiiggeft to you the reafon why F 
have chofen this paflage as the fubjeA of my 
difcourfe. Called to difcharge among you an 
important office } to lead the devotions which^ 
in this place, you are to offer up to Heaven^ 
and to recal to your attention, and recommend 
to your practice the duties *^ which the Lord 
*' your God hath required of you -,** I feel my 
own inability to perform the taik in the man« 
ner that might fuit its high importance : I fore- 
fee, that with all the diligence which I caa 
exert, I muft often ftand ia need of your in- 
liulgence Und favour s and I wifh, at the com- 
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mencement of my labours arpong you, to fet' 
before you fuch views of the duty recoalmend- 
cfd ill the text, as may difpofe you- to perfcvere 
in *• aflcmbling yourfelves together," from a 
juft regard to the duty itfelf, notwithftauding- 
the defeats which in my minillrations you will 
often have occaiion to forgive. 

Now the duty of ** aflembling yourfelves** 
for the purpofe of devotion, may be recom* 
mended from' the three following confidera* 
tk)rts : I. From the regard which y<Hi owe to- 
God ; II. From the regard which- you owe 
to your brethren ; and, III. From the regard* 
whi;:h you owe to yourfelves. 

I. Confider the regard which you owe to 
God. The exigence of a God is a truth which* 
the light of nature difcoversi and which hath- 
been received in all ages of the world. With' 
the belief of this dodrine is conneAed the 
perception of various duties which we owe -to- 
our Maker.' Hm perfe<5tions difplayed fa illu« 
ftriouily in all his works, and the relations in 
which he (lands to us, as our Creator,, oup 
Preferver, our Benefactor, and our Judge, 
call for the beft afie<^ions of the human 
beart. 

When we contemplate him as the former 
of unnumbered v/orlds, and the fource from 
which all exiAence is derived, admiration and 
reverence fill our breafts. When we confider 
him as the fupreme difpofer of events, who 
wkldeth the fceptre of the univerfe^ and doth- 
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stlt things according to his pleaTure in hea-r 
ven and on earth, the fenfe of oiir conftant 
dependence on his Providence, leads us ** to* 
** caft our cares upoir him.** When we re- 
gard him as the moi*al ruler of the world, who 
hath eftabli(hed his law in \bc heart of man, 
who hath enforced 9 by fandlions of the moft 
awful nature, and will not fuSer the guilty to 
efcape unpunifhcd, the recolleftion of the tref- 
pafles by which we have offended him begets 
in us the fincereft compunction and regret }* 
and this compundlion is greatly increafed by 
contemplating him as the author of all our 
blifsy as the fountain from which- our exiftence, 
our comforts, and our hopes arc derived. Gra- 
titude mingles with every other affedtion, and 
the love' of fo kmd arid gracious a Being, puri- 
fies our truft, our admiration, and our fear, 
Thefc affeftions are the foundation of religi- 
ous worftiip ; and when they glow in the bread 
with their native ardour, they delight to ex- 
prefs themfelves in the language of devotion; 
They lead us irrefiftibly to the throne of God, 
to pour out, in the prefence of him who madc^ 
us, the emotions- which infinite perfcftion in- 
fpires. 

I truft, my friends, tint youp are no ftran- 
gcrs to fuch feelings as thefe. Not to have 
yielded occafionHlly to their influence, is an c- 
vrdence of fome fatal defeft in the c ha rafter. 
1p argties a dilbelief of what the wife in all 
ages have admitted, or a ihoughtleflhefs inex- 
culable where fthe /iibjeft is lo iaiere?un^^ « 
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an infeDfibility which a virtuous mind would 
be afhamed to confefs. Yes, you have occa- 
fionally felt fuch emotions as thefe ; you ac*^ 
knowledge^ that to be total ftrangers to their 
influence » would imply a defeA in your cha* 
ra£lers. 

But, 19- it not enough)#!fou will fay, to In» 
dulge, and to exprefs them in- private ? Is 
not religion between God and' the foul of 
man ? Will not our devotions afcend as grate- 
ful from the retirement of the clofet as from 
the aflembly of the people i Doth not the Lord 
fmile as gracioufly on ^^ the dwellings of Ja« 
^ cob, as on the gates of Zaon ?" 

Religion ia if^eed between' God and the 
£pul of man. It is in retirement that th« 
heart pours itfelf forth with the moft plea- 
fing freedom to the Hearer of prayer. It is 
there that the wor(hipper can adjuft his con* 
£e£ions to his own particular offences ; it is 
there tfiat be can adapt his prayers t»his owa 
particular neceiEties, and accommodate hia^ 
thankfgivings to the bleflings which he him- 
felf in particular hath received. If our hearts 
have no reliih for thefe more private duties, our 
public profeflions of piety will be of little a« 
vailr But there are necei£iies which are felt 
in common by all ; there are relations in which 
all, in common, ftand to their Maker y therC;^ 
are Ueffings of which all in conunon are ad- 
mitted to partake. Thefe it becomes us ta 
unite in acknowledging, that by mingling our 
moices in one hymn of praife, we may kindle, 

iOi 
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'ID one another thofe pious emotions, whick 
are due to the Creator, the Preferver, and the 
Redeemer of our race. 

Oftentation in profeiSng our religious opi- 
^nions and feelings ought indeed to be care- 
fully avoided* It is a quality in the higheil 
degree difgufting and offcnfive. It is fo often 
aflumed as. the veil of the hypocrite, that when- 
ever it appears in the character of a Chriftian^ 
it eccites a ftrong, and for the mod part, a 
juft fufpicion of his (incerity* 

But there is a decent and manly avowal of 
their religious principles, which will always di- 
ilinguiih thofe whofe minds are duly imprefled 
with the fentiment of piety. This avowal you 
make when you aflemble here for the purpofe 
of devotion* You confefs God before men ; 
you acknowledge the relation in which you 
ftand to him *, you number yourfelves with his 
children ; you declare to the world, that you 
i)elieve in his name, that you reverence kis per* 
feftions, that you (eek his favour as your fu- 
j>reme felicity, and rely on his bounty as the 
foundation of your hopes. And is there 
aught in this profeiEon of which you have 
<aufe to be afhamed ? Or do you think that 
you difcharge your <duty to God, while you 
conceal your piety as a weaknefs, from the 
-eyes of your brethren ? 

It is indeed to be lamented, that afober 
convidion of religious truth, exprefled by a 
becoming refpeft for the offices of devotion^ 
4hould ever be -denided as the mark of a weak 
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and vlfionary mind. 'It is ftill more to be la- 
mentedj that any perfons who are alive to the 
fentiment of religion, ihould be reftrained by 
, the fear of fuch dcriiion, from avowing boldly 
what they believe and feel ; for they arc the 
thoughtlefi and the profane alone to whom a 
rational piety is an objeiA of ridicule, and we 
betray weaknefs of mind, not by^efpedUng re- 
ligion, but 'by being afraid to profefs it. 

In ordinary life, we defpife the man who 
hath not the courage to maintain his princi- 
ples, and to difplay them in his praAice. Yet 
/ furely in no cafe whatever is fuch timidity 
more inexcufable than in the cafe of religioiu 
Strange ! that while the profane make a boaft 
of their impiety, and the wicked glory in their 
Ihame ! Strange | that the pious fhould dif- 
femble a belief which hath obtained the fane- 
tion of the wife in -all ages of the world, and 
emotions which it is the diftin^ioa of their 
nature to feel ! 

If you believe that God is, (how your belief 
by your conduft. We do not exhort you to 
teftify your faith i)y an oftentatious difplay of 
fanAity, by a flaming and intolerant zeal, or 
^ by obtruding unfeafonably on the ears of your 
' brethren the facred truths of religion. But 
we exhort you to teftify your faith by, a regu- 
lar and uniform refpeA for thofe venerable 
inftitutions of the gofpel, in which it is no 
oftentation to mingle, and which were or- 
dained a^ a memorial of God to all kindreds 
and nations of mea. *' Give unco the Lor<L, 
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^* ye people* give lUnto >the .Lord glory and 
«* ftrength. Give unto the Lord, ye migh- 
«* ty, the glory due to his name. Worlhip 
•* the Lord in the beauties of holincfs.** 

Piety, when firmly eftabli(hed in the heart, 
IS a generous, ardent, diffufive principle. War- 
med by the contemplation of the greatnefs of 
God, we feci that our own folitary homage is 
•too flender a tribute to the Being whom we 
adore : we wifli to kindle in every creature 
around us, the fame devout affe£tions with 
which we ourfelves are infpired : we invoke the 
.earth, and the heavens, and angels, and men, 
to unite in fwelling the hymn of praife. '* Prai£b 
»'' the Lord from the heavens, ye glorious hofts 
•'< of hiju Praife him, fun and moon. Praife 
*^ him, ye ftars of light. Praife the Lord from 
/^ the earth, ye mountains, and all de^ps« 
*< Praife him,. kings and judges. Praife him, 
** all^e people. Praife the Lord, O my foul. 
" I will go to the altar of God, to God my 
' '^ exceeding joy; I will offer unto him the fa* 
<* crifice of thankfgiving in the prefence of all 
• *' the people, in the courts of the Lord's houfe, 
«* ip the midft pf thee, O Jcrufalem.'* 

IL This leads me, ia iht/econd place, to .re- 
commend the duty " of aflembling yourfclves 
*« together," from the coniideration of the re- 
gard which you owe to your brethren. 

Even thofe who difpute the truth of rdi- 
jg;ion, acknowledge its ufefulnefs to fociety. 
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They regard it indeed, as the invention of le- 
:giflators, but as an invention wifely calculated 
'to guard the virtue, and to improve the hap* 
pinefs of mankind. 

There are defcfts in all human laws whicb 
religion alone can remedy- The beft regular* 
tions which the wifdom of ftatefmen can de- 
^ife» can ferve only as a reftraint on the ouc« 
ward adions of men : their efficacy depends on 
the attention of the magiftrate, whofe vigilance 
the tranfgreiTor may elude ; and the fanAions by 
which they are enforced, are punifbments of a 
tranfient nature, which borrow their principal 
influence from views peculiar to religion. 

But religion reaches the heart, and purifies 
the outward conduA, by cleanfing the hidden 
fource from which all our actions flow. It 
reveals to us an omnifcient Judge, from whofe 
eye no darknefs can conceal us, and difclofes 
to us an eternal ftate, in which *^ God will ren- 
'^ der unto every man according as his works 
^* have been," 

Thefe are the awful confideratioas which 
bind the confciences, and guard the virtue of 
mankind. Bani(h thefe from their thoughts, 
and the fanflions of human laws will lofe 
much of their falutary influence i the tranf- 
greflbr will difregard an authority whofe ven- 
geance he may hope to efcape, and- defpife the 
threatenings of thofe " who can only kill the 
** body, but who have nothing more that they 
^« can do.** 

Now 
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Now, though religion had no higher origia 
than human policy, even in this view it is in- 
titled to your refpeA. The influence which 
it is fitted to exert on the conduct of thofe 
who believe it^ (hould difpofe you to revere 
and countenance the infiitutions by which its 
influence is maintained and diflufed. This is 
an argument which will have great force with 
all who are interefled for the welfare of fo- 
ciety ; but at prefent we would addrefs it 
chiefly to thofe who are placed in ftations of 
diftin£lion, and by whofe example the multi- 
tude are apt t:> be guided. 

You, my friends, are bltfTed with many op* 
portunities of moral inflruAion, to which the 
lower orders of men are total flrangers. In 
your early years, yourininds are opened and 
cultivated by a liberal education. The principles 
of virtue are inftilled into them. A fenfe of 
character, and the abfence of many temptations 
to which the poor are expofed, will, for the 
moft part, be fufiicient to preferve you from 
thofe meaner vices, which are fo deftruftive 
to the comfort of fociety. On this account 
you imagine, and perhaps you imagine juftly, 
that you are lefs dependent than others on 
the inflitutions of religion. 

I fhall afterwards have occafion to fliow 
you, that even to you thefe inftitutions may 
be of much avail. But fetting afide this confi- 
deration ; admittipg that you need not the in- 
ftitutions of religion, and that you cannot be 
profited by them } yet think of the condido^ 

Vol. IV, B ^ 
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ef thofc who arc beneath you, your depeird- 
.cnts, your brethren, to whofe happincfs and 
vhtuc fome regard is due. Think of the coni 
dition of your humbler brethren. — ^Toiling to 
procure a fc^nty fubfiftence, with hardly a fuf* 
ficient interval of rcpofe to recruit their fpi- 
rits for the renewal of their labours \ thay are 
left» with minds uncultivated by education, to 
encounter the temptations of want and wretch- 
ednefsy while no leifure is afforded them to 
review their condudV, or to think of the pur- 
pofe for which they are placed on the earth. 
From perfons thus circumdanced what could 
we expert ? how barren and defolate would their 
minds be ! how grovelling their views ! how pre- 
carious their virtue ! were it not for the regu- 
lar return of thofe inftitutions of the gofpel, 
by which they are raifed <o the knowledge oi 
God and of their duty. To them is it not 
«* of the mercies of Heaven," that a day is con- 
fecrated in which they are permitted to repofe 
from the cares of life, in which they are in- 
vited to approach the temple of the Lord, to 
pour out their fouls before Him who made 
them, and to indulge their truft in that gra- 
cious Providence, which careth for the happi- 
nefs of every creature that lives ? Is it not 
** of the mercies of Heaven'* that a day is con- 
fecrated, in which they are called upon by 
men appointed to the tafk, *« to confider the 
** things that belong to their peace ;" in which 
they are warned of the fnares and temptation« 
of life ; in which they are inftrufted in the 
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duties which Cod hath required of them, and 
folaced with the hopes which the gofpel opens 
to fweeteo their exifteace, and to animate their 
virtue ? 

And will you, whom God hath blefied with 
fo many other means of. inftru£lion and com<- 
fort, win you teach your lefs fortunate bre- 
thren to defpife the moft precious advantages 
of their condition ? will you declare to them, 
that there is no truth in the doctrines which 
religion reveals ; that there is no obligation to 
the duties which it enjoins ; that there is no 
reality in the confolations which it admiai« 
fters, confolations which are open alike to the 
rkh and to the poor, and which can gladden 
the hearts of thofe who are Grangers to eve- 
ry other joy ? Such, however, is the language 
of your conduct, when you omit to afl*emble 
yourfelves in the houfe of God. 

There may, indeed, be a fecret refpc6l for 
religion in .the hearts of fome, who mingle 
not in its outward infiitutions. But the ig- 
norant, whom your behaviour muft influence, 
are incapable of making the diftin^lion ; ihey 
regard your forfaking the fandluary as a pu- 
blic declaration on your part, that you have 
abandoned the religious character; and they 
are led, by their imitation of yuu, to renounce 
that faith in God which is the firmeft guar- 
dian of their happinefs and their virtue. 

Let me exhort you, then, to refptdt the in- 
ftitutions of the goipel, were it only for the 
fake of thofe, to whom you cannot but 2ic- 
B 2 kno\\\e.d^<& 
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knowledge that they arc ncceflary. Go be- 
fore them in the path to heaven, and lead 
them by the light of your example to the fear 
and the love of that God on whom all alike 
depend. It is nounreafonable fcrvice in which 
we exhort you to mingle. If you were called^ 
as in the days of Pagin darknefs^ to bow be- 
fore the flirines of imaginary deiiies, whpfe 
charafters were ftained by folly and vice, and 
whofe praifes were to be celebrated by a thou* 
fand idle ceremonies, in whrch reafon and vir- 
tue might bluQi to fhare^ if this were the wor- 
fhip in which we exhorted you to join, you 
might contemplate with horror the impious 
fcene, and imagine that you were contributing 
to the beft intcrefts of your brethrenj while 
you were labouring to break the bands of a 
fuperfkition fo diilionourable to God, and fo 
debating to man. 

But it is a pure religion which is eftablifhed 
in our land. It hath evidences of its truth 
which, we truft, will be fufficient to convince 
the candid ; and it is the leaft that can be faid 
of it, even by its enemies themfelves, that, it 
is a fyftem adapted to the beft principles of 
the human mind, neither tainted by any mix- 
ture of ihofe grofs fuperftitions which for fo 
many ages prevailed in the earth, nor dif- 
graced by thofe barbarous and unhallowed 
rites by which the blinded nations paid their 
homage to their gods. It prefcribes a refined 
and rational worlhip, ** the worfhip of the 
*• undei ftanding and the heart," offered to one 
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God, the creator of the world, through " one 
*« Mediator between God and man." It in- 
culcates on its profeiTors a pure morality, fit* 
ted to lead them to all that is excellent in 
conduA, and opens to them hopes which are 
congenial to their nature, and which ever/ 
virtuous mind will rejoice to cheri(h«. *' This 
** is that true light which the nations deti- 
*^ red to behold, and ^hich the prophets faw 
•* from afar, and were glad." Rejoice that on 
us who live in thefe latter days^ the Sun of 
rsghteoufnefs himfelf hath arifen } and labour, 
by maintaining a juft refpecl for the infiitutions 
of the gofpel^ to diflufe among your brethren 
the influence of a fyftem, fo worthy of God 
and fo confolatory to man. 

III. From thefe inftitutions much advantage 
BQay redound to yourfclves.. Your piety and 
your virtue may derive improvement from the 
exercifes in which you are here called to en- 
gage. This is the laft view in which I proposed 
to confider the duty recommended in the text. 

I have already endeavoured to (hew you, 
that the ordinances of religion are indifpen- 
fably neceflary to the piety and the virtue of 
thofe who are placed in the lower ranks of 
Kfe. But even you who move in the higher 
fpheres of fociety, and who, from the many 
advantages which you enjoy, feem lefs depend- 
ent than others on the minirtrations of the gof- 
pel, even you may find, that it is not a vain 
ihin^ to mingle with " the multitude iVi^lx. V^et^ 
JJ 3 ^^ \vo\^ 
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•* holy days." Your religious principles mil 
be confirmed and ftrengihencd by the habit 
of avowing them in the prcfencc of men, and 
your piety will glow with double ardour while 
you catch a portion of that facred fire which 
burns in the breafts of a;ll your brethren- 
All the affections of the human heart, joy 
and'grie^, and love and pity, delight to exprefs 
themfelves, and are increafed by communica- 
tion- The feelings of devotion alfo areTocial 
feelings. In tiie aflembly of the faints the 
emotion pafles from breaft to breaft, and the 
worfhipper of God feels hi£ own affections 
grow, while he beholds a kindred aff'edtion ia 
tl\e eyes of every perfon around him. 

Nor will the admonitions which are here 
addreffed to you be lefs conducive to your 
improvement. We pretend not, indeed, to- 
communicate to you any new informatioa 
coQcerniog the fubjjcfts of religion or mo- 
rals^ The fyflem which we explain and ea- 
-force is the commandment of the Mailer whom 
we ferve, *^ even that old commandment which 
** you have heard from the beginning.'* 

But our labours, we truft, will not on that 
account be regarded as ufelefs. — It is not by 
ignorance of their duty that men are moft apt 
to be betrayed into vice* The moff frequent 
caufe of trajifgreffion is this, that we aft with- 
out deliberation ; that we feldom- review our 
conduft, or confider it in. that ferious light 
in which it appears to the eye of Heaven. 
There are circumftaoces in the fituatiou: of 
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thofe who are placed in the higher ranks of 
life, that are unfavourable to fober reflections 
They are fur rounded by fo many pleafures, 
they arc engaged in fo many frivolous cares^ 
one fcene of gaiety is fo fpeedily iucceeded by 
another, that fcarcely an interval is leh to be 
employed in ferious thought, to meditate on 
the duties of their (lations, of to inq^uire how 
they violate or fulEL them. 

If they fometimes abufe the advantages which 
they enjoy •, if they wafte their time and their 
talents amidft an uninterrupted fucceffion of 
amufements \ if they omit the offices of kind- 
nefs Vbich they owe to their brethren- around 
them ; if they pervert the means of charity 
into inftruments of unhallowed pleafure» and 
a£t as tyrants and oppreiTors towards thofe 
whom it is their duty to proteA and to che* 
riih ;. it i& not becaufe their hearts are in:- 
fenfible to every virtuous impreffion, or be- 
caufe they have deliberately refolved to difre- 
gard and violate every moral obligation. But 
their minds are continually occupied by the 
enjoyments which their (ituations afford ; fe- 
rious thought is banifhed ; their duty and the 
confequences of their conduCl, are feldom the 
objects of their attention, and they remain Un- 
confcious of a thoufand vices which deform 
their own condu£b, and embitter the lives of 
their brethren. 

Amidft fuch temptations as ihefe, it will be 
ufeful to retire for a little from the fcene of 
diflipation, and to commune with ^out ov^tv 



JX The Duty of attending the Scr. 2- 

hearts. In the temple of the Lord the amufe- 
meois of life arc fufpcnded for a feafon j our 
minds arc awakened from the dream of folly 5 
onr conduft is brought in review before us ; 
our duty is prefented in all its extent and ob- 
Kgations, and confcience, reftored to her trU 
bunali approves or condemns impartially ac* 
cording as our deeds have been. 

Here the rich and the poor meet together i 
all external diftinftions are forgouen, and ihe- 
motivcs to mutual juftice and kjndnefs occur 
with peculiar force, while we aflemble our- 
ftlves with the meanefl: of our dependents ia 
the prefence of that God, «* who hath made 
^< of one blood alt kindreds and nations of 
« men.'* 

Here we are called to contemplate ourfclves^ 
as moral and accountable beings ; as the fub- 
jefts of a righteous Ruler, who hath prefctibed 
a law for our conduA, and who is the witne& 
of all that we do; and every aAibn, every^ 
word, every thought of our hearts, acquires an 
awful importance when coniidered as a part 
of that probation on whick our everlafting, 
happinefs depends* 

Thefc are the interefting fubjefts to which 
your attention is here dircfted r fubjefts whicb 
amidft the gaiety of life are apt to vanifh frooi: 
your thoughts, but which, if you are defirous. 
to preferve your virtue, or to fecure the fa- 
vour of your Maker, it will become you fre* 
quently to recall. 

Though f therefore, wc do not fiattcr yoti 
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wKh Ac liopc of receiving -any new informa- 
tion to gratify an idle curiofity, yet we troft 
Aat you Will be Anciently rewarded for a 
temporary interruption of your pleafures, if» 
ISj means of the inftitutions of religion, you 
are awakened to ferious thoughti if your cha« 
raders are thereby revealed to you, if you arc 
admoniffaed of the temptations that furround. 
youy and animated in thofe paths of holinefs^ 
which lead to the habitation of God. 

And imagine not, my friends, (when we 
thus admoniih you to interrupt your amufe- 
xnents and pleafures), that we are influenced 
by that gloomy fpirit which condemns all bus- 
man joy.. The pleafures which your con* 
ditiotts afford are the gifts of an indulgent 
Providence 5^ which it becomes you to taftc 
with chearfulnefs, and which none but the- 
ungcnerous will envy you. We rejoice 10 be- 
hold the comforts that are fcattered fo li- 
berally around you* We alfo would minifter 
to your joy, by opening to you thofe facred 
confolations which religion is fitted to impart. 
If you are alive to good impreflions, the ex« 
erci(es in which we exhort you to mingle will 
prove a fource of the pureft deiight; and you- 
will return with exquilite relifh to enjoyments 
which you have interrupted for a feafon, when 
your fouls have afcenieJ to that God from 
whom all your bleffings How ; when you have 
hallowed your earthly comforts by gratitude to 
the Giver of good, and confirmed 'jo\iv\'e\Nt%. 
/d. thofe virtuous habits which wiU adovvx ^o-wic 
B 5 ^vx^ct^t:. 
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prefcnt profperity, while they fecurc your c- 
ternal blifs. 

Such is the foundatioa o£ the duty which 
the apoftle recommends. It is a duty which 
you owe to God ; it is a duty which yoii owe 
to your brethren ; it is a duty which you owe 
to yourfelves j and though there were no ez- 
prefs commandment requiring you to " af- 
♦* femble yourfclyes together/* it is a duty of 
moral obligation which you could not inno- 
cently negkft.. 

But if the iniUtutions of reUgion be of dl- 
vjne appointment 5 if the Sabbath be a day coa- 
fecrated by God to commemorate the bleflSings 
of creation and redemption j if the fanftuary 
be the place in which the Almighty reveals, 
himfelf moft graciouily to his children.; the 
duty recommended to you aflumes a more 
folemn appearance, as being enforced by that 
high authority which all are bound to refped. 
Yes, — the Almighty hath declared, that the 
infiitutions of religion are his appointment*.. 
Theie are the facred channels in which his 
bkffings flow. •* This is the day which he 
«• hath made \^ and the temple is the chofen. 
fcene in which he reveals himftlf moft gra- 
cioufly to men. 

•* Rejoice, then, when it is faid unto you^ 
•* Go ye up unto the houie of God. When 
«« he faith. Seek. ye my face ; let your hearxs 
*' reply, Thy face, OLord, will we feck. Come 
<< to his houfe In companyi with the voice of 
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^ joj and gladocis, with the moltinide thit 
^* keep holy dijs. Strength is wkhin his Anc* 
** tuarj, and there his glory fluoes. He lovcth 
^ the gates of Zion more than aM the dwell« 
<< ukff of Jacob." While here we aflemble 
oorlelvcs io his name, *' He is in the midft of 
^ us to Uefs osJ* From the place in which 
angels worfhip, he bends his ear to our pray- 
er^ and fmiles in mercy on thole who feck 
him where he hath promifcd to be found. 
^ Surely the Lord is in this place ! It is good 
'* for us to be here. This is the houlc o£ 
•< God. This is the gate of heaYcn.** 
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Oh JacoVs Vifiofi at BcthcL 
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Gbn. xxviii. i6. 17* 

j4nd Jacob awaked out of hisjleepy and hefatdi 
Surely the Lord is in this place ; and I knew- 
it not. And he was afraid, and /aid, How- 
dreadful is this place! This is none other but 
the houfe cf Cod, andjhis is tie gate of hecLr 
ven^ 

AT fund 17 times, and in divers manners, the 
Almighty hath made himfelf known to his, 
people. When he haih placed them in uncom- 
mon iituations» he hath ufed uncommon or 
miraculous means, to give them impreifions of 
his prefence, intimations of his will, or ailW 
ranees of his care and regard. Strik^ing ap- 
pearances have been made to their fenfes, or 
fecret operations have been felt on their fpL- 
rits. " On Sinai he defcendcd amidft thun- 
** ders and lightnings, and a thick cloud on. 
** the Mount, and the voice of a a-umpet.** 
He appointed the Shekinah to be the glory of 
the tcmpk in which he was 10 be fci^ed ^nd 



aAoftd. Sometifltits agwi, *< in a dream^ 
<* in a Tifion of the nighti when deep fleep 
*' f^Seth upon men, he htth cfaofen to open 
^ the ears of men^ and to feal their inftnic« 
« tion » 

A fignal interpofition of this fort is record* 

cd in the context* When Jacob had obtained 

the bleffing of his father, he was advifed to 

flee to Padan aram, till the fbry of his difap- 

pointed brother Ihonid be turned away. ^* And 

** Jacob went out %rom Beerfheba^ and went 

^ toward Haran. And he lighted upon a cer- 

<• tain place, and tarried there all night, be- 

*< caufe the fun was (et : and be took of the 

*^ ftones of that place, and put them for his 

'< pillows, and lay down in that place to fleep. 

^ And he dreamed, and behold, a ladder fet 

<^ upon the earth, and the top of it reached 

'* to heaven : And behold, the angels of God 

•' afcendiog and defcending on it.** This fo- 

lemn preparation being made for fixing the 

attention of the patriarch, and for enabling 

him afterwards to recal didinflly the intereft- 

ing fcene, the Lord proceeded to remind him 

of the covenant into which he had entered 

with Abraham and with Ifaac, and to renew 

his gracious promife, that their pofterity fliould 

increafe, that they (hould inherit the land, 

and that in them and in their feed Ihould all 

the families of the earth be bleflcd. " And 

'< behold, (it is added), I am with thee, and 

♦* will keep thee in all places whither vVioxsl 

,^ g^c&f, and will bring thee a^ain 'mio \\vv% 
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** land : for I will not leave thee, until I have 
*^ done that which I have fpoken to thee of.'* 
Having received this confirmation of his faith^ 
and thefe powerful motives to patience and 
obedience, Jacob felt, in all their fonce, thofe 
ferious and devout emotions which fo feafon- 
able an interpofition might be expeded to in- 
fpire. ^' He awaked out of his fleep, and he 
'^ faid. Surely the Lord is in this place ; and I 
'^ knew it not. And he was afraidi and faid, 
^^ How dreadful is this place ! this is none 
** other but the houfe of God, and this is. 
'* the gate of heaven.!*^ 
This text may lead us, 

I. To inquire into fome of the moire ordi- 
nary methods by which God manifefts his* 
prefence and his glory. 

II. To confider the efitfts which fuch ma* 
nifeftations are fitted to produce on the hu*^ 
itian mind. 

I. Then, we are to inquire into ibme of 
the more -ordinary methods by Which God 
manifefts his prefence and his glory. 

Of thefe th^firji to he mentioned are Ws 
works of Creation. 

A univerfe exifts, of immeafurable extent, . 
rcplenifhed with numberlefs inhabitants, who 
are poffefled of fuch powers as their fituations 
require, and furnifhcd with the means of fuch 
enjoyments as they are capable of receiving. 
We ourkUes occupy no inconfiderablc place 
la the gencvsil fyfl;em4 anid caiiuo\ iivY t<> cAa* 
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ierve the provifioa made for our prote£Uon 
and welfare. The ferenity of the heavenSf 
and the verdure of the earth, the murmuring 
of the ftreami and the mufic of the grove, in* 
▼ite us to difmifs our cares, and to refign our 
hearts to tranquillity and peace. The viciffi« 
tudes of day and night, and the regular revo- 
lutions of the feafbns, diveriify the life of man, 
and give him ground of truil, that thofe means 
will not fail by which his life is fuftained. 
Even- the ftorms, which fcem at firft to be mi« 
nifters of ruin ; the torrent, deicending from 
the mountains with refiftlefs impetuoiity ; the 
whirlwind, which no human force can reftrain ; 
the thunder, which alarms us with its tremen- 
dous voice i and the lightning, by which the 
moft venerable monuments of ancient gran- 
deur are deftroyed i ferve to corrcft difordtzrs 
in the natural world, and to fix the attention 
of unthinking mortals on important I'ubjcAs, 
which uninterrupted tranquillity might difpofe 
them to forget. And again, when we raife 
our views above this earth j when we furvey 
the fpacious firmament i when we behold the 
fun coming forth as a bridegroom from his 
chamber, and rejoicing as. a itrong man to run 
a race ; when we trace the wand,erings of the 
moon through the filcni fky, and attempt to 
count the flars which Ipaikle around ; or when, 
aided by icience, we purfue the difcoveries 
which fenle cannot make, and confider that 
each orb is the centre of a fyftem, and that 
Jyftcms unnumbered arc fituatcd \cv tt^otA 
Iffto which our feeble powers canuotifcuc\.t^xt.\ 
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we dwell with delight on the pleaiing fubjeft, 
till we are loft in contemplation. 

Thefe beautiful and grand objeifls have not 
been concealed front any of the generations of 
men. Juft fentiments however have not al- 
ways accompanied the view of them. Some 
have been fo inienfible as to confine their re- 
gards to the vifible creation. But man is a 
thinking being, and is capable of perceiving- 
the relations of caufe and effe^U It cannot 
therefore be fuppoTed, that he will caft his 
eyes abroad without inquiring, whence came 
this ftupendous frame, whence that beauty 
which I furvcy with plcafure, and that liberal 
provlfion which is made for my fafety and: 
fupport? In anfwer to fuch inquiries, fome 
have been fatisfied with hearings that the ma- 
terials of this world exifted from eternity, and' 
that at fome remote period, of which no re- 
cord can be produced, the minute particles of 
it, rambling about in the unbounded regions 
of fpace, fortuitoufly met^ and arranged them- 
felvcs into thofe regular forms, which the fame 
chance hath hitherto prcferved- This how- 
ever is the language of fools : for the maik« 
of contrivance and defign are fo palpable, as 
almoft unavoidably to lead the mind to the 
knowledge of a fupreme, intelligent, and all- 
powerful caufe. It is thus that God difcovers 
himfclf to thofe whom he hath not favoured 
with a fupernatural revelation. " He left not 
** himfelf without awitnefs in that he did them 
'< good, and gave them rain from heaven and 

" fruitful 
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** fruitful feafons, filling their hearts with food 
^ and gladnefs^ His tnvifible things from 
** the creation of the world are clearly fccn, 
♦* bciag underftood by the things that are 
** made, even bis eternal power and God* 
« head." 

But the mere philofopher feels not tho(c 
fentiments with which a good man furveys the 
works of his Maker. While the former fpe* 
culates on the perfedions of God, the latter 
«* feels after him, and finds him." His eye 
traces the divine glory in every objeft prefent- 
ed to ity and his heart opens to the impreflion 
which it belongs to that glory to make. Far» 
taking of tht comforts which on every hand 
are provided, or perceiving the happinefs of 
other beings around him, he cannot fail tb 
declare, thete are the doings of the Lord^ 
thefe are the gifts of the Parent of all, thcfe 
ai^e tokens that he is gracious and full of com-^ 
paffion. If again, he is placed in fcenes of tu« 
mult and alarm ; if nature undergo fome vio« 
lent convulfion ; if the peftilence or the tem<* 
pefl: prefent its terrors; if the elements re- 
ceive a charge to infliA thofe evils which fia 
hath merited ; his thoughts rife to God, as- 
** glorious in holinefs ;" he reveres him, as 
** juft in all his ways," and is conftrained to 
exclaim, ^* How dreadful is this place ! fure- 
** ly the Lord is in this place : furelf the Lord* 

is in all| and through all| and over alL" 

2. GO0 
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idly^ God manifefts himfelf in the operations 
of his Providence. 

Every trouble inflifted is meant to accom- 
plifli fome purpofe of his wifdom, and every 
•comfort enjoyed flows from the inexhauftible 
fountain of his goodnefs. But his hand is not 
always feen in the protection it affords ; nor doth 
gratitude to the giver always mingle itfelf with 
that gladnefs which his gifts infpire. Bad men 
think not of a particular providence^ but a/- 
fcribe their fufferings to chance, or to an 
uncontroulable deftiny, and their fucceffes 
to the vigour of their own exertions, or to 
the eSedt of general laws to which the Cre» 
a^or is fuppofed to have furrendered the go«- 
vernment of die world. Even good men arc 
lefs anentive than might be expedled to the 
afpeA of Providence.^ At particular feafons^ 
however, God renders them as folicitous to 
improve, as to obtain his mercies, and convin- 
ceih them, that if he had not been their refuge 
and fecurity, they would in every cafe have 
found the helpof man to be vain* 

Mercies are generally accompanied by fome 
ch'cumftance which leads the thoughtful and 
devout to fay, " Surely the Lord is here: 
" this verily is the doing of the Lord/' Some 
inveterate difeafe hath perhaps impaired our 
ftrength, and given us reafon to apprehend a 
fpeedy difialution. Poverty hath prefente<i its 
terrors and temptations. The child who hatll 
been as the apple of our eye, and to whom we 
have looked forward as our fupport in old 

agCf 
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age, and our cotnforter in forrow, hith been 
feduccd from duty, aad kd into practices 
which threaten to inTolTc him in Ihune aiMi 
ruin. Recourfc hath been had, without fucceft, 
to thofe means which in iuci: cafes it is pni- 
dent to ufe. When, lo! Tome bm pie applica* 
fion, which men of ikiU perhaps had Icorned^ 
removes the difcafe which had bofilcd their 
art : fome circumflance, feemingly accidental^ 
raifeth us to that independence which the 
perfevcring efforts of induftrj have failed to 
bcftow : fome change of fituation hath arrefted 
the prodigal in his mad career, and dilpoicd 
him <* to arife^ and to go to his father.** 

Sometimes again, God fheweth. to* his peo* 
pie ** 9L token £ur good,;' in the feafon which 
he chufeth for the diipenfation of his meixj. 
'* He is a prefent help in the very time of 
*^ need*** That timidity and irrefolution which 
they have often betrayed, leave them in fcenes 
of clanger, and are fucceeded by a fpirit of cn« 
terprize and boldncfs. Sources of conlbla* 
tion, formerly unknown or inacceffible, are 
opened in thofe moments, in which accumula- 
ted woes are about to plunge them in the hor- 
rors of dcfpair. Perhaps, when fome fpiritual 
trial hath been their portion; when. they have 
been in danger of yielding to fome powerful 
temptation ; when they have been deploring 
the coldnefs of their affedions, and their un« 
profitablenefs in their Maker's fervicc; or when 
they have been mourning, that it *' is not with 

" them 
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'* them as in limes pad ;" that the light of 
God's countenance is withheld, and that their 
adverfary is exahed over them } they arc di- 
reAed to fome paiTage of fcrtpture which fuits 
their cafe, or fome miniiler of religion is " ea* 
«« dowed with the tongue of the learned, to- 
'* fpeak a word in feafon to them that are 
** weary." 

In a ftate of warfare, ftruggles and perils 
are to be expcftcd. The righteous muft par* 
take of the trouble to which man is borer*. 
But if trouble hath imprefled them with a 
fcnfc of their MakerV fovereigmy, of his right 
to difpofe of them, and of all that pertains ta 
them ; if trouble hath rendered them more 
bumble than they have formerly been ; if by 
exercife it hath invigorated their faith and 
their vlnue; if it hath diminiihed their at- 
tachment to this changeable world,, and led 
them to fcek for a city which hath founda- 
tions ; they may be confidered as having rea- 
fon even in it to obfervc the prefence and the 
glory of the Lord. 

3^/^, God. manifefts himfelf in his Word. 

The difcoveries which his works and his 
ways have made of him are fo clear, that thofc 
are juftly faid to be fools^ and to have no ex^ 
cuje, who fay *« in their hearts, there is no 
** God.** In addition, however, to thefe dif- 
coveries, he hath favoured us with others of 
a very important nature. From this pure 
iburce only is derived fuU information of thofe 

tender 



On JaccPs Vijion at BcthL 45 

tender mercies, without which his other per* 
fcflions would ihine with a ludre too ftrong 
for guilty mortals to behold. The God of 
nature is a being in whofe goodnefs the inno* 
cent maj truft, but poilefled at the fame time 
of juftice, which the workers of iniquity can 
neither corrupt nor appeafe, and of holinefi, 
before which they muft tremble to appear* 
But the God whom the gofpel reveab is not 
only reconcileable, but adually reconciled to 
men. ** In the face* of Jefus, the exprefs i« 
^ mage of his perfon, his glory is beheld." 
In that wonderful difpenfation of which he is 
the author* we fee him fatisfying the demands 
of ofiended juftice, and purchafing a right to 
confer pardon and grace on the chief of fin- 
ners* The deftroying angel is removed from 
the gate of paradife \ and a free communica- 
tion between heaven and earth is opened. ** A 
^' new and living way is confecrated, by which 
•• thofe who were afar off may be brought 
^* nigh unto God.** A channel is prepared for 
conveying good and perfect gifts to the chil- 
dren of men. Truths *' which had been kept 
*« fecret fincc the world began, — truths which 
** many kings and prophets defired to know, 
** and were not permitted, are revealed unto 
** babes. The high and the lofty One who 
" inhabiteth eternity, condefcendeth to dwell 
** with thofe who are of a humble and con* 
** trite fpirit.** 

Such only as are of this dcfcripiion feel the 
full impreffion which his prefence and his glo- 
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17, as revealed in his word, are fitted to make. 
To fuperficial obfervers, and to wicked men, 
it is tf dead letter^ and a hook that is fealed. But 
** the fecret of the Lord is with them that 
^* fear him, and to them he manifefls his co- 
•* venant,** He prefenteth in a ftrong light, 
the wonders of his law, and openeth their un* 
derftandings to underftand them diftio^tly. He 
leads them to recognize himfelf, hot only as 
highly exaltedy but moreover as (landing ia 
-9l peculiar relation to themfelves, as having 
^* made peace with them by the blood of. the- 
*^ crpfs, and as having fent into their hearts 
•* the fpirit of adoption." Having at times 
perhaps been furprifed into thoughtlefiTnefs 
or defpoadency, their eye is dircAed to fame 
pafl^ge which recalls their attention, which 
awakes them from their il^mber, and leads 
them to (ay, '< Surely the Lord is here, and 
** I knew it not." ,In a word, fomethiog oc- 
curs daily in the courfe of their fearch, to 
counteraft the influence of temptation, and to 
red6uble thdr anxiety about their everlafting 
concerns 5 fomething to confirm their waver- 
ing faith, and to reconcile their minds to the 
difpenfations of providence 5 fomething to 
quicken the growth of thofe fruits of righ- 
teouinefs which were ready to perifh ; or 
fomething to give them clearer views of the 
permanent intereft which their Redeemer's 
merits have fecured for them in the favour ,df 
God, and of the glorious triumph which is 



4 On JacoFs Vifion at Betieh " 47 

to.facceed the ftruggles and the perils of their 
warfare. 

^tbly^ God manifefts himfelf to his peopk 
in a£b of Devotion. 

The bnftle of their ordinary affairs may dif- 
iipate their attention^ and prevent them from 
hearing that voice» in which he fpeaketh from 
heaven. But if they dedicate fome feafons to 
meditation and retirement, if in fecret they 
call upon him who feeth in iecret, he will 
'* manifeft him(elf in a way in which he doth 
** not to the world.'* Prayer is an exercife 
by which the moft intimate correfpondence 
with him is maintained. Purified by faith, 
the foul mounteth up on wings as eagles, pla« 
ceth itfelf before the throne of the Ancient of 
dajs, .and obuineth a view of the unveiled 
iplendor of the holy of holies. Oft have thofe 
who are now inheriting the promifes prefent- 
ed their fervent fupplications at the foot-ftool 
of the mercy-feat, and found reafon after- 
wards to praife the Hearer of prayer. And 
furcly " his hand is not ihortened that it can- 
<' not ftill fave, nor hath his ear become hea- 
«* vy that it will not hear.** In every age, he 
** will be found of them that fcek him," to 
give them lively imprcffions of his ftrength 
and majcfty, and grounds of thankfulnefs for 
his peculiar and diitinguifhing love to their 
fquls. 

.Again, public ordinances are means of im« 
proving our acquaintance with God, and of 

•• iranllaiing 
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^* tranflating us out of darknefs into marvel- 
^* lous light/* The mind cannot poffibly di* 
vcft itfelf of local emmions. There is fome- 
thing in the folemnity of a houfe dedicated to 
the great object of faith and of worfhip; fome^ 
thing in the fight of a congregation afiembled 
to call upon him in whom their fathers truft- 
ed, and were not put to fhame ; fomething in 
the idea of meeting wkh a profefled intenrioa 
t)f leaving the world behind us^ with its bud- 
nefs and its caresj and of looking forward to 
that untried ftate upon which we are about 
to enter, which ferves to fix our attention^ and 
to render even our fenfes inflrumental in ele- 
vating the thoughts of the mind^ and in refi- 
ning the afieAions of the heart. Chriflians 
mufl: not forfake the afiembling of themfelves 
together. Chriftians are taught, that *< the 
*« power and glory of the Lord are to be fcen 
«* in the fanftuary. He loveth the gates of 
** Zion more than all the dwellings of Jacob.'* 
Thither adoring tribes have gone up to meet 
him, and he hath not fent them empty away. 
Thus faid David, ** Lord, I have loved the 
** habitation of thy houfe, and the place where 
** thine honour dwelleth. One thing have I 
•* defircd, and will feek after, that I may dwell 
** in the houfe of the Lord all the days of my 
*' life, to behold the beauties of the Lord, and 
** to inquire in his temple.** 

But more dircftly ftill, in that folemn ordi- 
nance which we are this day to obferve, fpe- 
cial manifeftations are made to believers. By 

fignificant 
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iignificaDt emblems, you are to commexontc 
an event in which all the perfc>rtions of the 
Lord arc moft fignally difplaycd. " Jcfus 
** Chrift is here evidently fet forth before 
^Syour eyes crucified among you.** In him 
mercy and juftice, which feemed to be at va- 
riance, are reconciled. In him '' is bchcM 
^* the glory, as of the only begotten of the Fa- 
•' ther, full of grace and truth.** Here he 
xneets ** thofe who rejoice and work righ* 
^' tcoufnefs,— thofc who remember him in his 
•** ways, — he meets them at his table, and 
^< roaketh himfelf known to them in the 
•• breaking of bread,** " Their fellowftiip is 
•^ with the Father, and with Jcfus Chrift his 
** Son :** and the feelings of their hearts dif- 
pofc them to fay, " The Lord is not far from 
«< every one of us, — furely the Lord is in this 
*• place. This is none other but the houfe of 
** God, and this is the gate of heaven/* 
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SERMON IV. 

The fame Subjefl: continued. • 

Gen. xxviiu i6. 17. 

Jnd' Jacob awaked out of hisjleep^ and hefaid^ 
Surely the Lord is in this place \ and I kne^u, 
it not. . And he was afraid, and faid^ How 
dreadful is this place ! This is none other but 
the houfe of Cod^ and this is the gatejf hea- 
ven. 

P A R T IL 

XT^E now enter on the fecond head of dif- 
courfc, in which we are, To confider the 
efieAs which manifeftations of God arc fitted 
to produce on the human mind. 

ly?, Then, they lerve to imprefs it with Awe 
smd Veneration* 

When ** Jacob awaked out of his fleep," 
his attention continued to dwell on thofe mag- 
nificent and grand obje6b which in his dream 
had pafiied before him ; <* and he was afraid, 
•• and faid, how dreadful is this place !*' The 
fame fcntiment is produced by every difplay 
of the glory of God. When John faw it in 
Fatmos, ^* he fell down on his face as dead." 

Whem 
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When Simon Peter faw Jcfus afting as the 
fovereign of nature, by fufpending its laws, 
^ he fell down at his knees, faying, depart 
♦* from me, for I am a (inftil man, O Lord.** 
]f^aul, canght up into the third heaven, and 
hearing unfpeakable things, which it is not 
lawful for a man to utter, was fo (Irongly a 
gitated, tfiat whetlier he was in the body, or 
out of the body, he could not telU The fe- 
raphim who ininifter before the throne, can- 
not behold the glory of him that fitteth there- 
on, by reafoii of its bnghtnefs, and therefore 
they cover their faces with their wings* 

8uch, indeed, are the efi:e£ls which the view 
of excellence^ united with majefly, naturally 
infpires. When we coniider that he who is 
glorious in hplinefsy and fearful in praifes^ 
and wonderful in workings is *• not far from 
«» every one of us j" We feel, in an eminent 
degree, the impreffions of fobriety and feri« 
oufnefs. The influence of this world is di- 
minifhed, and for a feafon, we forget its plea- 
Aires, its bufinefs, and its cares. Our words 
are few and well chofen, and our whole foul 
is wrapt up in adoration and wonder. 

Connected with this frame of fpirit is that 
humility with which a Chriftian ought ever 
to be clothed. Having refleAed on the ma- 
jefty and greatnefs of him who fetteth his glo- 
ry above the heavens, we naturally inquire, 
what are we, or what were our fathew ? The 
impropriety of following out the comparifoii 
is perceived, and we are prevented from think- 
C 2 ' vu^ 
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ing of ourfclves more highly than we ought 
to think. Thofe views which the gofpel pre- 
fcnts even of the mercy and loving kindncfs 
of the Lord, are peculiarly fitted to humble 
the foul J means the mod unlikely are ufed to 
accomplifli the moft important ends; *« things 
•* that are defpifed hath God chofen, yea and 
** things that are not, to bring to nought the 
«* things that are, — that no flejb may gloty in 
** his prefSnce,^^ Let us then confider every 
difcovery, whether of the greatnefs or of the 
grace of God, as a rebuke to pride and haugh* 
tinefs, as a mean of producing that poverty 
of fpirit which charadlerifes thofe of whom is 
the kingdom of heaven. Let lowly and un- 
afluming thoughts of ourfelves be corifidercd 
at the fame time, as means of improving our 
acquaintance with God, and of obtaining thofe 
ipccial manifeftations which he maketh to his 
chofen. ** All thofc things, (faith the Lord) 
*< hath mine hand made, and all thofe things 
** have been, but to this man will I look, even 
•^ to him that is poor, and of a contrite fpi- 
** rit, and that trembleth at my word." 

/idly^ Manifeflations of God encourage his 
people to put their Truft in his Name. 

This effeft was to be produced on the mind 
of Jacob by the viiion at Bethel. Amid the 
folitude and filence of a moft defolate fccne, 
his heart was about to furrender itfelf to grief 
and melancholy, and his imagination would 

uaturaUy 
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Batnndlj Toggeft, that he was an ontcaft from 
the conforts of focicty, and from the pro- 
tedioQ of Providence. But he who had been 
the (hield of his faithers, and their exceeding 
great reward, chofe this as a lit feai( n to de« 
ciaiv, that he was to keep him in all places 
whither he went, and to bring him again into 
that land which he then felt it fo painful to 
leave. The e6Fe& of this declaration was luch 
as it might be expected to produce on a mind 
fuiceptible of religious impreiHons* *^ When 
•' Jacob awaked out of his fltep,** gratitude 
and confidence miogied themfclvcs with that ^ 
veneration which had elt\'ated his foul in the 
prefence of the Lord : nor did he leave the 
facred jriace till, by fuch ceremonies as were 
tifaal in that age of the workl| he had ereflcd 
a memorial of this fignal interpofition. 

In like manner, the ordinary dilcovcrics, 
which God maketh of himielFj are intended 
to fupport his people under the troubles that 
may fall to their lot. When all other objeAs 
are found to be unfatisfying. and uncertain, 
(here is one to which the heart may with fafe* 
ty cling, one to which, in every moment of 
anxiety and diAreis, it may return \ like the 
dove, which found a fhelter in the ark of 
Noah, when weary with wandering over the 
face of the deep. 

Two things are apt to prevent, ot to impair 

^ur truft in God : ignorance of his real cha- 

rafter, and a fufpicion of our unworthincfs 

to enjoy that proteftion whiclv wc m^^^ Vv^nc. 

C 3 Yc^YW^Ci 
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learned to coniider him as capable of affbrdu 
ing. Both are removed by the difcovertes 
which he maketh to his fervants. The hu- 
man mind is naturally dark : and even after 
we have begun to be illuminated by the fpirit 
of truth, we know only in part* and are fub« 
}e£t to that uneafinefs. which attends a ftate of 
uncertainty and doubt. But when the Moft 
High condefcends to converfe with us fami- 
liarly^ as a man doth with his friendj we ob^ 
tain an evidence^ which tp us is as fatisfying 
as the evidence of fenfe, that he pofiefieth in 
an equal degree thofe perfcAions which are 
the objeAs of love, and thofe for which he is 
to be had in reverence* But ftill it may be 
faid, will God in very deed dwell with men 
upon the earth> — with men who have abufed 
h\% goodnefs, and deferved his indignation i 
It is meet that we fhould feel our unworthr- 
nefs ; but that we may not forrow, even a» 
others that have.no hope* the Lord demon- 
ilrates, by his dwelling with men, that his 
condefcenfioa is eq.ual to his greatnefs; tb^( 
none of his children are overlooked by their 
Father ; that even prodigals may be received? 
with open arms, and reftored to the privileges 
which they Jiacf fooliflily forfeited. Let this 
then be the language of every foul which 
hath had fellowfhip with him ; the language 
of every foul which his grace hath redeemed. 
« I will remember |hc years of the right hand 
«« of the Moft High 5 furcly I will remember 
*^ thy wonders of old, — I will (ay of him. He 
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*^ is my refuge and my fortrefs^ my God, m 
•« him will 1 truft. — Aliho* the fig-tree fiiould 
** not bloflbm, neither fhoidd fruit be in the 
<< vine, the labour of the olive ihould fail, 
'* and the field fhould yield no meat, the flock 
** fhould be cut off* from the fold, and there 
'' ihould be no' herd in the ftall ; yet will I re- 
** joice in the Lord, and will joy in the God 
•« of my falvation/' 

2^yr Manifeftations of God animate the O- 
bedience of his Servants* 
. Jacob did not fatisfy himfelf with fpeaking 
refpe^kfiilly of him whofe prefence he had en- 
joyed \ nor did he account the ere£ting«a pil- 
lar at Bethel, an adequate teftimony of the 
gratitude which had taken pofieflion of his 
heart. That God, who had been with him 
at this interelling feafout and in whom he 
trufted for fecurity in every future danger, he 
viewed as iatitled to his moft dutiful homage, 
and therefore ^< he vowed a vow, that the 
*« Lord ihould be his God/' 

It happensi' even in ordhiary life, that men 
who in difiblute company place themfelves in 
the chair of the fcorner, and glory in their 
ihame, when introduced into the prefence of 
fome venerable faint, are not only retrained 
from defending their crimes, but proceed jeven 
to join in the praifes of virtue. But if the 
prefence of a mortal, how eminent foever, be 
capable of producing any good eflfeft upon 
the charaAer, may it not be expefked tkait 0\^ 
C 4 'ft^^^tiR.t. 
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prefcnce of him who fearchcih the heart, and 
at whofc tribunal wc muft ftand, will jpaake us 
folicitbus to depart from iniquity, and toim-^ 
prove in that holinefs which will render us 
temples, wherein he may delight to dwell. '< I 
** have heard of thee, (faid Job), by the hearing 
'* of the ear ; but now mine eye fceth thee > 
" wherefore I abhor myfelf, and repent in duft 
" and a(hes.** The more that we know of the 
divine perfeAion and glory, the more fhall we 
be ftrutk with the contraft which it forms 
with our condu£V. And when we are thus 
led to a proper fenie of fin, and of our need 
of reformation, we (hall be difpofed immedi- 
atcly to amend our ways. 

It is Impoffible to behold the beauty of the 
Lord, without feeling its power over the af* 
fe<Slions of the heart ; and when the heart hath 
fixed itfclf on any objeft, defires to pleafe and 
to refemble that objeft are produced. If with 
a flready eye, we contemplate thofe perfeftions 
which the Lord hath fhown to belong to him, 
we fhall foon feel the contemj)lAtion to be at- 
tended with an affimilating and transforming 
power. The copy will be more perfeft in- 
deed, when the original is exhibited in a more 
ftriking point of view. When he who is oup 
life (hall appear, <* we fhali be like him, for we 
" fhall fee him as lie is.'* At prefent we fee 
through a glafs darkly ; but to thofe who fear 
God, this darknefs is diminifhed daily ; for his 
fecret is with them^ and ^< their path is as the 

" (hining 
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'^ fhiDing light, which fhidethmore and more 
** unto the perficA day. With open face, be« 
^ holding, as in a glafs, the glory of the Lord, 
'* they are changed into the fame image, from 
<^ glory to glory^ even as by (he Spirit of the 
^ Lord*** 

^thfy^ Manifeftations of God give us n 
forecafte of the Glory to be afterwards reveal- 
ed* 

What Jacob Taw of the divine glory, le4 
him to confider this world as a theatre too nar* 
row for the full difplay of it \ and therefore^ 
when of that fpot of eavth which had beea 
fo fignally honoured he refpeftfuliy iaid^ 
^ this is none other but the houfe of God,*** 
he looked forward to manfions in which it 
was more worthy of fo exalted a being to 
dwell, and added, *' this is the gate of hea« 
** ven." 

Indeed, it is impo^ible to think juftly of 
God, without ruppofing the exigence ot a fu- 
ture ftate of retribution. It is a lii ft truth in 
religion, that the Lord is juft in all his ways^ 
His juftice determines him to reward the fide- 
lity of his fervants, and to pour forth indigna- 
tion and wrath on the workers of iniquity. In 
the prefent afpefl of Providence, however, 
niyfteries are found, which, without recuning 
to the doftrine of a future ftate, it is impoflible 
to explain. Confcience too, wliich is a fourcc 
of the moft exquifite enjoyment or mifcry to 
xnenj produces its cffedls in fo rcmaikable a 
. C 5 ■ degree^, 
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degreci becaufe its dedfionshave a conftantre>» 
ference to a bigber tribunal, at wbicb tbey are 
afterwards to be reviewed and affirmed* 

Again, that delight which commumop with 
God affords b To fweet to the.foub of his ^om 
pki that they earneftly wifh to have it prolong- 
M and increafed. Thofe difcoveries of his 
majefty and condefcenfion which he voocb* 
fafes to them, they confider as the moft valu- 
able prrvikgcs which mortals enjoy, r-ut even 
in thefe their minds do not reft«. On the con- 
trary, they would gladly have tj^ir connexion 
with this vain world diflblved, that they might 
behold the face of theirFather in righteournefs, 
and be fatisfied with his Hkenefs. When Jefus 
was transfigured on the Mount, thofe favour* 
ed dirdples who whneiTed that glorious fcene, 
were fo unwilling to leave it-, that they fought 
to creft three tabernacles, one for their Lord, 
one for Mofes, and one for Elias. As oft, in 
like mannefi a3 we retire from our ordinary 
affairs i as oft as we meet with the Father of 
our fpirits; we feel holy defires and ardent 
longings after mo^e intimate and more unin- 
terrupted fellow fhip with him. Such deiires 
are the effe£ls of his prefence : and certainly 
that juflice and loving kindnefs which he tfius 
demonitrates himfelf to poiTefs, will never per* 
mit him to difappoint the expectations, to im« 
pofe on the credulity, and to fport with the 
feelings of thofe who are moft folicitous to 
ferve and to pleafe him, 

//the effe^ formerly coafidered as produ- 



On Jaeoi*s Vifion ai Betieh ^ 

eed by a Tiew of the glory of God, ferve to 
ftrengthen the principles of good conduft, this 
efieft confirms oar faith in ihe great motive 
hj which we are led to maintain it. Shall we 
not feek then to improve in that purity of 
heart which will fit us fdr feeing God, and to 
abound in thofe fruits of righteoufnefs which 
are by Jefus Chrift to hb glory and praife ? 
Having this pledge, that our labour is not in 
vain, — thus brought to the very gate of hea^ 
ven>— -^1^1 we|Dot adhere ftedfaftly to our prin- 
ciplesi and be unmoved by the temptations and 
difficulties which will be found when we retura 
to the world ? 

To conclude : Some may perhsyps treat this 
doftrine with fcorn, and confider a difcourfe 
on communion with God as favouring of en« 
thufiafm« But we would exhort them to re- 
fieft on their fituation and conduft. Ye in- 
confiderate mortals, defpife not privileges of 
which- ye have had no experience. Seek to 
know them, before ye pronoiince yourfelves 
competent judges of their value. " The na- 
*' tural man receiveth not the things of the 
«* fpirit of God : for they are foolilhnefe unto 
** him; neither can he know them, for they 
••* are fpiritually difcerned." But we would not 
have you ignorant of this, that if ye call not 
on the Lord to manifeft the glory of his grace, 
in delivering you from the bondage of corrup- 
tion, he will hereafter manifeft the glory of 
his juftice in your final condemnation. Be 
perfuadcd then by the terrors of itxc Lot A •, ot 
C 6 \vi^x. 
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<< of abrift depart froM ia&iuj. Let tfaoft 

God be careful to 
So than we be pre- 
pared far the cirrcifa and djoymenu of 
Godli banqgoeting honfe : So wbeii ieaied at 
bbhpljtable»ihaItwebedirpoledtofay, «<It 
<* b good to be here : dus is oone other but 
<« dtf hoofe of God» aal this is the gatci of 
^heiTOi.* 
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SERMON V. 

The Believer's Joy in Chrift Jcfus. 
By Henrt Hunteb., D. D. 

Preached at Ltith, AprQ 22* i770« after difpen* 
fing the Lord's Supper. 

\ ACTS^ viii* 3j^. 

-^ffe went on his way rejoicings 

^T^ H I S is the conclufion of the intereftiBg 
^ and ioftru£tive hiftorj of the converfion 
of the Ethiopian eunuch. It commences at 
the 26th verfe, and exhibits to us a perlbn 
highly diftinguifhed by his rank in life, and 
much more by his piety^ on his return from 
Jerufalem, to which her had reforted to join 
In the folemn worfhip of one of the great 
Jewifli feftivals, to Ethiopiai the theatre of 
his fecular employments. To amufe the te* 
dioufnefs of the road, and to fix the ferious 
impreflions which the fervice of the temple 
bad made upon his mind» he betakes himfelf 
to the reading of thofe facred books which, 
as a profelyte to Judaifm, he received as the 
rule of his faith and conduA* That Provi- 
dence which watches over all events, and was 
Ivaftening its gracious defigns upon him to 

their 
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their accompliffament^ at once direfts the (bi>> 
jedl of his readmg^ and fends an inttrpreter. 
The good feed of the word, being caft into a. 
welUpnsptred foil, ipecdily teings forth fruit 
unto God ; the treafurer of Candace» Queen 
of the Ethiopians, becomes a difciple of Jefus 
of Nazareth : He reads, he underftands, he 
believeth, and is baptifed : He is filled with 
peace and joy m believing } — '* He went on his: 
•* way rejoicing/^ 

You have, this day, Chriftians, recognifed 
baptifmal engagements ; you have profefled. 
your faith and hope in the Lamb, flain from 
the foundation of the world : you have been, 
with this illuf^rious and early convert to Chri- 
ftilntty^ folemnly declaring, that with all you^ 
hearty Ton believe that Jefus Chrijl is the Son 
of God. Would God grant the defire of my 
heart, concerning every one in this great af- 
fembly, you fliould with him alfo go on your 
way.rejoiciog^^ That by the grace ot God,. 
I may contribute fomewhat to an end fo de« 
firable, permit me, from the circumftances- of 
this fliort hiftory, or from obvious conclu- 
fions founded upon it, to point out fome of 
the fources of the believei*s joy in Chrift Je- 
fus ; and then to dired you to fuch a walk, 
and converfation, as, by the blefiing of Hea* 
ven, may conduce to your true peace and 
comfort through life, at a dying hour, and in 
the glorious world of unmixed and cverlaft- 
ing love and joy,. 
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I. Then, we behold this good man rejoicing 
as he goes, that God had been igraciouily 
pleafed, aird by meaiss fo wonderfuli to reveal 
to him his Son Cfarift Jefus, and falvation 
through his blood. He was blefled with a 
teachable difpofition, he had a heart turned 
to devotion \ modcft, inquiring, zealous, in* 
defatigable, he had come to JerufaUm for to 
worjbip i he waited for the confolation of If* 
rael ; he was in the habit of diligently fearch« 
ing the fcriptures ; but behold, he is, on his 
way homeward, ftill in the dark ; the word * 
that he reads is but a dead letter, as a fprin'^ 
fhut up, a fountain fealed. Upon bis arri- 
Tal at the Jewifh metropolis, he would na 
doubt be informed of the late intereftrng e« 
vents, which had fo much engaged the minds, 
and affe£led the converfation of men; the 
crucifixion of Chrift, the progrefs of his a- 
podles, the martyrdom of Stephen, and the 
like : But whether from h« ignorance of the 
fbriptures, and of the real character of Jefus 
Chrifl:, or from the prejudices inftilled into 
him by fomc Jewifh teacher, who, in all proba* 
bility, direfted his faith and confciencc j ihefc 
events, however iWking, had failed to make 
much imprcffion : he remains flill ignorant 
that the promifcd Mcffias was already come j 
and that. there was no name under heaven 
given among men, whereby they could be 
rendered acceptable to God, and faved, but 
the name of him whom the Jews had juft cru- 
cified and flain. But, now that he b full^ ^^-^ 
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firuAcd in the meaning and application of the 
prophecies ; now that the veil is removed from 
his eyes, and the great myftery of godlineis 
flands confefied ; now that he fees Chri(l Je- 
fus the Lord, in what Mofcs inftituted, David 
fung, and Ifaias foretold j his heart overflows 
with gratitude and delight : and may we not 
foppofe him, in language fuch as this, expref* 
iing the wonder and the joy which filled his 
foul? 

^< Glory to God in the higheft, that the 
" defire of all nations is come ; that the fcrip- 
** tures are fulfilled ; that the fun is rifen, and 
'* the ihadows fled away ; and that it is a 
<' light to enlighten the Gentiles, as. well as 
<< the glory of Ifraeh But what am I» O Lord 
*' God, that to me this grace ihould be given ? 
** an alien ! a wanderer from Ethiopia ! ig- 
" norant, bewildered, helplefs ! Now know I 
5* of a truth that thou art no refpcfter of per- 
V fons ; that he who fincerely feeks» (hall cer- 
^^ tainly find thee ; that thou wilt have mercy 
•* on whom thou wilt have mercy. What 
^\ fiiall i render unto the Lord, who has made 
U me a ehofen veflel to convey his name, and 
** his Son's name, to diftant nations and re- 
*« gions of darknefs ? I came hither empty, 
'* but I return filled with good things. Once 
^* I was in uncertainty and obfcurity, but now 
** I am light in the Lord, for the glory of the 
^* Lord is arifen upon me* I read, but.un* 
*y derftood not what I read : but God has gra- 
« cioufly prefcnted me with the golden key"" 

^ which 
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<^ which unfolds the paflage to the treafuret 
^' of fcripture* infinitely more precious than 
<' thofe which my royal miftrefs has intruded 
^' to my care : now have I found him to whom 
*^ all the prophets give wisnefs ; him whom 
^* my foul loveth ; my Saviour and my God : 
*^ And I will go in his ftrength ; I wLU make 
*' mention of his rigbteoufiiiefs^ even of his 
{« only.'* 

Have you obtained of the Lord^ Chriftiaoe^ 
like caufe of rejoicingi from your attendance 
on the fervice of his houfe and table this day ? 
You perhaps came hitheri as Mary, inquiring^ 
weepings and complainingi '< They have ta- 
^ ken away my Lord, and I know not where 
** they have laid him '^ but are now ready to 
retire in the fatisfadion and triumph of Si- 
sneon, '* Lord, now letteft thou thy fervant 
f^ depart in peace, according to thy word. 
<* For mine eyes have feen thy falvation*** 
Hold the beginning of your confidence &%&• 
faft unto the end.^ The eternal Grod is your re« 
fuge, and underneath are the everlaft]Qg.arm9^ 
ye (hall renew your ftrength ; ye (hall mount 
up on wings as eagles ; ye (hall run and not 
weary, ye (hall walk and not faint» 

IL Another evident fourcc of joy to this 
great and good man, is his admiffion into the 
family of Chrift by baptifm, and all the privi* 
leges connected with that high dignity. Having 
heard and tafted of the grace of Chrift, he 
cannot reft till he is folemnly united to that 

venerable 
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venerable namt, and profcflcs the utmoft rea- 
dinefs to rcfign every thing that might pre- 
vent, to comply with ^ery thing that might 
procnrc fo great a bleffing: *• See, here is 
•* water ; what doth hinder me to be bap- 
/« tifed ?" 

He had hitherto reckoned it a diftinguiihed , 
honour to be admitted, afmong the worfliip- 
pcrs of the true God, though in the outer* 
court of his houfe only ; and in order to ob- 
tain that honour, had chearfdlly fubrnktedi 
at ftated times, to the inconvenience, pain, and 
fatigue of a tedious journey through tnhafpt- 
table regions, atid under a burninrg &y { and 
now his zeal and devotion nveet with a gloria 
Ous recompence, which fmooths the rugged- 
nefs of the way, and tempers the ardours of 
the noon-tide heat.. He had left the court of 
a great Queen, where he was refpefted, loverf,. 
and truded, to do homage to the King of 
kings } and behold, fuch love hath the Fa* 
ther beftowed upon us ; he is truly dignified 
and ennobled \ he is encouraged to call God,^ 
Father, and Jefus his Friend ^ angels his feU 
low-fenrants ; apoftles, and prophets, and 
faints, his brethren. What joy equal to that 
of confidering one's felf as connected with aa 
cxten^ve, a wife, a virtuous, and an honour* 
able kindred ; and of contributing a (hare to 
the luftre and refpeift of an edimable houfe I 
And what kindred fo numerous, fo worthy, 
fo refpeAable ; what houie fo iiluftrious, as 
that to which the Chriftian belongs; into 

which 
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which he was received by baptifm, which he 
ftrivcs^to adora by his virtues, where he lives 
ia complacency and delighti and to which he 
is united by bonds endearingi indiflblvable, 
eternal z and this honour and happinefs have 
all the faints. You have this day, my friends, 
been fitting at your Father's table, and eating 
children*s bread ; tafting the heavenly manna, 
and drinking the water of life ; converfing 
with your beft friends, and holding commu- 
nion with God himfeif. However mean your 
condition in the world, however contracted 
or diftreffing your circumftances, the great 
Lord of all looks down upon you with atten« 
tion ; angels are minidring fpirits to your ne* 
ceffities ; and there is a kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world And 
what have the children of kings to boaft of^ 
compared to this ? 

At that table your Saviour prefentcd you to 
his and your Father and God, -as his difciples 
and brethren, and friends; recommending you 
to the care of his Providence, the conduA and 
confolations of bis Spirit, and all the bleflings 
of his love; and you can henceforth footh 
all your anxieties and pains, in the belief, that 
the great God takes an intereft in all that con- 
cerns you: your health, your fubfiftence, your 
reputation, your family : and will afluredly 
n:)ake all things work together for your good: 
Thus difburthencd, thus fupportedj thus con- 
nected, mud you not proceed on the journey 

of 
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•f life, with firmncfs/ with chcarfulncfs, with 
deyation of fpirit, with joy of heart* 

III. We muft Tuppoic this good Ethiopian 
rejoicing as he w<ent on his way, in the new, 
the clearer, the more juft and fatisfying ideas 
he was now taught to entertain of the Su« 
pceme Being, his nature, hb will, his worOiip. ' 
He had, indeed, already taken one great ftep 
in religion, in renouncing the gods of his fa- 
thers, and acknowledging the one living and 
true God : but fo erroncoufly did he dill con- 
ceive of that God, fo contracted dill were the 
views of our illuftrious traveller, thstt, till 
now, he confined his notions of religious wor- 
ihipto one mode, and a particular fpot, a fpot 
£ar removed from his ufual refidence^ Jem- 
faiem, he had been inftru&ed to think, is the 
place where men ought to worship. But the 
doClrine of the blefled Jefus expands his mind, 
and infpires nobler ideas of the Father of Spi- 
rits. As he approached the holy city in times 
paft, how would his heart glow when firft he 
defcried the lofty battlements of the Temple : 
the place which God had chofen to put his 
name there : *< Behold, O Lord, the habitation 
*' of thy holinefs and glory. I (hall foon be 
«• where God delights to dwell 5 my feet (hall 
^* fiand once more in the courts of the Moft 
•« High : I (hall take (helcer under the (hadow 
•* of his wings, and mix with the happy, hip. 
** py multitude, who are continually before 
'' him. Beautiful for (ituation, the joy of the 
^^ whole earth; as Mount Zi\on\ tku vVvt ?i^t^ o^ 
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^* the northi the city of the GreatEang : Grod 
*< is known in her palacei for a refuge.** The 
folemnity was now over, and he is conftrained^ 
by the neceffity of his affairs, to torn his back 
on the fcene of his devout employmentSi and 
undoubtedly he did it with a heavy heart. 
When that God, whole prefence is univerfal, 
and his power unlimited, converts the defert 
into a temple, kindles the facrcd flame with 
fire brought immediately from the heavenly 
altar, and conveys an inftrudor to him on the 
fwift wings of the wind : How would the fa- 
cred volume now unfold its fublime and my- 
fierious truths to his comprehenfion ! He 
would find that fame prophet, who firft led 
him to the knowledge of Jefus Chrift, and him 
crucified, conducted alfo to juft and encou- 
raging views of the majefty and condefcen* 
0on of God, as *^ the high and lofty One who 
<* inhabiteth eternity, whofe name is holy, 
<< who dwelleth in the high and holy place : 
** with him alfo, that is of a contrite and 
<* humble fpirit \ to revive the fpirit of the 
« humble, and to revive the heart of the con- 
«' trite ones.** Now he is taught to confider 
the fpacious expanfe of heaven as one great 
temple 1 And how .contracted, how mean docs 
even the magnificent pile on Mount Zion ap- 
pear I compared to that glorioufly fublime 
arch, that ftar-befpangled vault, which fpreads 
its vaft circumference over the metropolis of 
Ethiopia/ as well as over that of Judea* Is it 
a;Qy wonder that he went on his wa.'y rejoicings 
when be proceeded ia this dcUgVii^uV ^cttix^- 
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fioD, that God attended all his footftcpsi en- 
compared his path and his bed^ and crowned 
him with favour, as with a ihield ? U it any 
wonder, that the fcorching heat of the fun, the 
drearinefs of vafl and frightful folitudes, and 
the other hardfliips of the way,were unfelt, or 
ceafedto affliftp'whenhe could read, and with 
&11 underflanding, ^< Behold he that keepech 
«* Ifrael, (hall neither flumber nor fleep. The 
«« Lord is thy keeper, the Lord is thy ihade 
'* upon thy right hand. The fun (hall not 
** fmite thee by day, nor the moon by night.'* 
He would not now need to inquire, of whom 
fpcaketh the prophet thus, when employing that 
beautiful imagery borrowed from the (late of 
Nature in regions with which he was fo well 
acquainted. ** A man fhM be as an hiding 
•* place frgm the wind, and a covert from the 
•* tempeft : as rivers of water in a dry place, 
*' as the fhadow of a great rock in a weary 
*< land.** And now that he faw accomplifhed, 
in a more exalted fenfe than he had hitherto 
apprehended, that other prediction of the fame 
great herald of the Saviour t •* In the wil- 
•* dernefs (hall waters break out, and ftrcams 
** in the defert *, and the parched ground fhall 
'^ become a pool, and the thirdy land fprings 
<^ of water. In the habitation of dragons, 
*• where each lay, fhall be grafs With reeds and 
** rufhcs. And a highway fliall be there, and 
** a way, and it (liall be called the way of ho- 
•* linefs ; the unclean (hall not paf? over it, 
^^ but it ihall beforthofc: The way- faring 
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■fldeiii tfaoqg^ fook, (hall not err therein. No 
lion (hall be therCi "^^ aor tnj ravenoos beaft 
^* (hall go up thereon } it fliall not be found 
** there. But the redeemed (hall walk there. 
^< And (he ranfomed of the Lord (hall return, 
"*' and come to Zion with fongs, and everlaft- 
'^ ing joy upon their heads : *f hey ihall obtaia 
'^' joy and gladnefs, and forrow and fighing 
-«« ihall flee away.^ 

We alfo mnft now retire from the templet 
and pur(cie our journey through the wilder- 
nefs. But we walk not unaccompanied : He 
4s faithful who hatb-promifedi *^ My prefence 
^* ihall go>with you, and! wiH give you reft.'' 
*< I will never leave nor forfake thee.'' When 
•thou pafieft through the waters, I will <* be 
'*< widi thee.; and through the rivers^ they 
« (hall not overflow thee : When thou walk* 
-^* eft throu^ the fire thou (halt not be burnt ; 
*<< neither (hall the flame kindle upon thee." 
'Hence we can rejoice in the words of the 
.pfalm we have been joft now finging. <' Tea, 
-« though I walk through the valley of the 
<^ (hadow of death, I will fear no evil: for 
<< thou art with me, thy rod and thy ftaff they 
<( comfort me. Surely goodnefs and mercy 
<* ihall follow me all the days of my life : and 
^* I will dwell in the houfe of the Lord for 
« ever/' 

IV. The glorious and animating profpeAs 
-vvhich the gofpel opens to our view, exhibit an- 
VoL.IV. B oxSmk 
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other caufe of holy jof. He went on his 
way rejoicing in hope of the glory of God : in 
hope of a refurre£kion from the dead, of ab- 
folution in the day of judgement, of reception 
into the kingdom of heaven, of being ever 
with the Lord« Till life and immortality were 
brought to light by the gofpel, futurity was 
covered with darknefs impenetrable : all was 
conjecture and uncertainty. In fome rare in« 
ftances the foul indeed feemed to awake to th^ 
confcioufnefs and the belief of its divine origi- 
nal, and to look beyosd the grave with com* 
pofure and dignity; yet, even fome of the 
greateft geniufesi who entertained this pe^'fua* 
iion, acknowledge, after all their reafonings 
andxonclufiions, that the doctrine of the im- 
mortality of the foul might be but a pleafiog 
delufion ; a truth rather to be fondly wifhed, 
than clearly demonftrated : But the body was 
univerfally^ and for ever, given up a prey to 
corruption; Not only rude barbarians, but 
the learned, intelligent, penetrating Atheni- 
ans, treated the define of the refurreftion 
as the ravings of a madman* What a noble 
fuperiority then, does the meaneft difciple of 
Jefus enjoy, in the knowledge of what is moft 
interefting to human nature : How folemnly 
pleafing is it, to look forwards to all the events 
of our future exiftence, which Chriftianity 
difclofes ; to the vaft revolutions which the 
iyftem of nature muft undergo \ the wonder- 

fut 
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ibl amngemcnts of Providence which are to 
fucceed? 

What he»t does not fjmpathize in the joy 
of good old Jacob, when, inconfolaUy mourn* 
ing over the loft of his beloved fon, and in a 
land diftrefled with famine, he is informed 
that. his dailing child is yet alive; alive in a 
land of plenty; chief governor in that land: 
foverdgn difpenfer of that plenty ; and that he 
had lent for him to be a witneft of his great- 
nels. to be a partaker of his honour, to b^ 
preferved alive in famine by his bounty, to a- 
bide with him in the choice fpot of xht coun- 
try, to be comforted and deliglited by his filial 
duty and affeftion ? Rejoice, O Cbriftian, and 
be .exceeding glad ! Tour brother and friend z 
your tender-hearted Redeemer: He who was 
deadj is alive« and behold he Uveth for ever- 
more ; liveth in another country, that is an 
heavenly; a land where fpring and autumn 
reign in eternal union ; and over which he is 
conftituted fole adminiftrator, for the fufier- 
ing of 'death, being crowned with glory and 
honour : having obtained a name that is above 
every name, all things in heaven and in earth 
being committed to him, and eternal life at 
his difjpofal, to give it to as many as he will : 
And to! he fendeth for thee, to behold his 
glory, to partake of the inexhauAed plenty of 
that good land, to fix your everlafting abode 
in that heavenly Gofhen be is gone before to 
prepare for you* And O ! what glorious ilsAtv^ 
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are fpoken of this habitation of the bleiled ! A 
land watered with the pure river of wajter of 
life, which proceedeth from the throne of 
God, and the Lamb ; planted and (haded whh 
none but the trees of life, whofe leaves are for 
the healing of the nations, and whofe various 
fruits are produced at all feafons of the eternal 
year ; enlightened, not with a fun^ moon, and 
ttars, but with the glory of the Moft High 4 
and peopled only with fons of light, the na- 
tions of 'them that are faved : A land where 
there is day without night ; joy unfullied by a 
tear ; prefent and perfeft felicity, not fubjcft 
to remorfe, nor checked by apprehenfion of 
change ; purity unfufceptible of pollution^ ' 
immortal youth and vigour liable to no age or 
decay ; glorioufly bright and fmiling faces free 
from fpot or wrinkle, or any fuch thing \ per* 
^e£t love that cafts out all fear and fufpicion; 
and, the crown of alU eternity, that knows 
neither limit nor change. And is your beart, 
my friend, like the venerable patriarch's, ready 
to faint at the good news ? Is the vaftnefs 
and the value of the bleffing too great for be- 
lief ? Let your fpirit with his revive, when 
^ith him you behold the vehicles which are 
fent to carry you the ordinances of his grace, 
conducted by his fpirit. What a triumphant 
car is this fame divine rnftitution of our blef- 
fed Mafter i it carries the foul on rapid wheels 
to Chrift'^ fecond coming : like Elijah's Sery 
chariot, it elevates to heaven, puts us down at 
'^or Father!) houfe, and places us with Abra- 

hacBu 
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hain^.Ifaac>.aiKi Jacob, at a table that is never 
to be removed.. Go on your vMiy rejoicings 
for now is your falvation* nearer than when- 
you believed : Who would not advance withr 
joyful fpeed, when fuch a profpeiSt is before 
us ! Up, up, ye travellers to Zion ; this is not 
jour reft v Arife, let us go thence : Take \tC 
your hand, and. carefully confult^ the chart of 
both countries) that through which youi* jour- 
ney lies, and that to which you are travelling : 
Mount the carriages your Father's care and 
tendernefs have provided ; the fwift, fmooth 
vehicles of meditation, of prayer, of praife^ 
of the facrament,. of holy zeal, of Chri* 
ftian uiefulnefs ', put and kept in motion, by 
faith, and hope, and love, and joy ; and in one 
oc other of thefe you (hall, not long hence, en- 
ter tKrough the everlafting gates into the city 
of the great King, to go no more out. What 
though that frightful Jordan roll between ? 
Does not our great High Prieft go before us ^ 
Do not his feet ftand firm on dry ground in 
the midft of the channel \ and while they do» 
ks waters (hall ftand a» a wall on either hand 
to defend, inftead of a wall in front to op- 
poie. Arife then, and let us take po&fiion 
of the promifed land ; and then let Jordan 
roll back his tide, and for ever disjoin us from 
our enemies ; our fins, our frailties, our dan- 
gers, our forrows ; and for ever unite us to 
our deareft friends ; our God, our Saviour, 
our Comforter 5 our kindred angels, our fel- 
low faints: when from this ^ood tvVvo'^wcJ^ 
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own mouth, wc fhall learn the wondrous fto- 
ry of redeemtng love towards him, and with 
him, and all faints, for ever celebrate the grace 
wherein we ftand» 

V. FiNiii.LT> May we not fuppofe our 
Chriftian prqfelyte rejoicing in the profpe<ft o( 
being made greatly and extenfively ufefiil to 
others ; of "being made the happy inilrument 
of immortal happtnefs to thoufands. How 
would his heart burn within him with facred 
ambition, with afie£lionate zeal, to think that 
Providence bad placed him in a ftation fo fa^ 
vourable to the interefts of the Redeemer's 
kingdom, as well as of that mighty temporal 
eibpire, in the adminiftration of whofe goveirn* 
ment he had fo eminent a {bare ; that his ex* 
alted ftation and extenfive authority mighty 
<by the bleffing of God^ have influence witb his 
fellow* citizens, perhaps with his fovereign^ to* 
wards the reception and acknowledgement of 
that faith J which he himfelf had embraced; 
and that thus generations to come might call 
him blcfledy while they enjoyed the fruits of 
his labours of love ; that by his means, EthiO'^ 
pia might, according as it is written, foon 
ilretch out her hands unto God ! May we 
not fuppofe him, once more having recourfe 
to the prophets, and reading with delight of 
that blefled day, when they that be wife ihall 
fliine as the brightnefs of the firmament v and 
they that turn many unto righteoufnefs, as 
the flars for ever and ever : When he fhould 

be 
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be honoured to prefent bimfelF before the e* 
ternal throne, with a nnmerous retinue of fpi« 
ritual children, refcued from Pagan idolatrj^ 
grofs ignorance, and barbarous manners, and 
received into the family of the common Father 
of all, blefled wkh the fpirit of adoption, and 
raifed to glory ? 

We move in a fphere much more contrac- 
ud : but to every one theix is his particular 
^here, in which he may be greatly, nobly ufe- 
ful : let every one confider the extent, the 
connefiions^and dependencies of his owi>. You 
have families and friends : the poor, and the 
ignorant, and the afflicted, you have always 
with you* Are there not among you, the 
giddy, the thoughtlefs, and the vain, to be ad* 
monifhed with wifdom, and reproved with 
tendernefs ? are there not the impious and the 
{>rofiane, to be oppofed with firmnefs, repre* 
bended by example, reclaimed by goodnefs, 
interceded for with companion, or feparated 
from with refolution ? are not thefe dear, pre* 
eious lambs of the ilock the hope of the pre- 
ient age, and the feed of thofe which are to 
come, to be fuckled, to be trained up, to be 
protected ? are not the poor and the affliftcd 
of God's people, for whom Chrift died, to be 
cheriflied and comforted, with the confolatioQ 
whereby we ourfclves are comforted of God ? 
are thefe* and objeds fuch as thefe, mean or 
unimportant i are tbey not gencraWY vtivctt^- 
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xog ? would Dot fucc^efs in any fcrvice, under* 
isiken in the caufe of the gofpel, that Ts the 
caufe, at once, of God and of humanity, af- 
ford you. the moft fincere fatisfoftion I Hb^r 
ftly the pride of rearing up a ftately edifice^ 
to be the feat of a^ family and a name, com*^ 
pared to the noble ambition of raiiing a tem- 
ple for the Holy Ghoft ^ how infi^Md^ how^ 
tranfient^, how unfetisfaQory a^ gratification^, 
that of getting before ethers in rank, fn richesj, 
in reputation, compared to the fublime de-» 
light of working togethejt with God^ to bring; 
periihing finners into the way of life and faU 
nation i how poor an objeA, that of amaffing^ 
a great efiate for a beloved child,, compared^ 
with the divine jo}^6f laying up for bim trea« 
fures in heaven 'y. of Faifing young ones upto^ 
the lively hope of an inheritance incorruptible, 
undefiled, and that fadetb not away ? O tha& 
the profefled followers of Jefus were thu» 
walking in the fteps of their great Leader!^ 
going about doing good; never weary of welk 
doing ; (Lining as lights in the world \ fulfill 
ing their own- j.oy, and promoting that of o- 
thers. How pleafantly might the journey of 
life glide on, thus fweetened, thus variegatedv 
thus marked in every ftagc by honour and ufe* 
fulncfs ; and thus with certainty diredted to- 
immortal honours, and an unfading crown. 

A few affeAionate advices, deemed fuitable 
to this daj's fcrvice; tayour profefEons, your 

cnjagcmcnis,^ 
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engagements, and. your profpefisj ihall coo* 
dude this difcoorfe. 

As I am therefore bonad to wi(h and pray^ 
that you may be partakers of the joj of the 
cttraordinary peribn whofe hiftory we hare- 
been-confideringy, 4/>^ he was made to fee 
light in the Lord \ fo my 

I. Firft direAion to you fhall bci tocndea*- 
'vonr to imitate bis example previous to the* 
period under review ; to be diligent and af- 
fiduous in the ufe of all the known and infti- 
toted means of grace. Read the fcriptures,. 
with, what underltanding you have, though, 
you may want much of that fatislying clear* 
neis you wiih to. poflcfs : Go at the appointed^ 
timeii to the temple to worlhip, though the . 
God of the place may as yet be revealed only 
in part, and you- difcem, only as in a glafs» 
darkly: Beware of reftraining prayer, before 
God, though the Hearer of prayer ms^ fcem 
to turn a deaf ear to the voice of your fup.* 
plications*. You have been fecking confola— 
lion in waiting upon God in ene ordinance, 
and. in the performance of one duty, and you 
have miiled it; be the more earneil to fearch, 
after it in every ordinance and in evety duty, 
of Chriftian life* That. Jefus may be found, 
in the wildcrnefs of this world, and while you., 
are employed in the exercife of your ordinarys 
lawful calliDgs, who fees it meet to. withdraw 
himfelf from folcmn religious fcafons andt 



82 Tb€ $Jtliever*s Joy in Chr\fi Jejui, Ser. 5. 

places* It was in ihe defert of Gaza, not ia 
the teqaple at Jerufalem, when he was return- 
ing to his fecular employments^ not when en- 
gaged ia fanf^uary fervices, that our convert 
was iotroduqed to the acquaintance of his Sa- 
viour. God a£ls in a manner calculated to con- 
vince US| that be is iadependent of every thing 
but his own gracious, will and pleafure ; but 
he would have us to aA as if our falvation 
depended entirely on the confiant and diligent 
ufe of the appouitcd means. 
■ 2. Would you have a pleafant joumeyi. 
endeavour to go on with fpirit and alacrity ;. 
as if your heart were in your worlu Agree* 
able and ufeful travelling is the- medium be- 
tween violent hurry and carelefs fauntering.. 
The Chriftian ought not only to be in mo- 
tion, he muft be making chearful diipatch*. 
There is a fort of laay falni»heaarted Chri- 
ftians, if they can deferve at all a name fo ho- 
aourable, whom every fultry hour, and every 
rough fiep, is ready to diTcourage. Thefe 
would be fatisficd to fhimber ie on through 
life, and to awake in heaven as from a plea- 
fant dream ^ They wi& to be at home, but 
diey wif(h to be exempted from the dangers; 
and fatigue of the way. But Chriftianityi like 
every other wock of God, conneAs the end 
with the means, and through manifold tribu- 
lations condu£ls its difciple into the kingdom 
of God : Here, thofe only are encouraged to 
look for the prizCj who run in the race \ and 

tbfi 
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the crown of righteournefs is laid up for thofc 
who endure hardfhip as the good foldiers of 
Chrift, who fight the good fight, who finiib 
their courfe, who keep the £aith> who endure 
unto the end. It is not pofiible that an in* 
dolenti felf-indulging perfon, ihould be a pro* 
fperous and a happy Chriftian.. What (hame 
is it to the profefled followers of Jefus, to be 
drowfy and fiuggiih in the phineft and eafieft 
paths of duty, when he beholds the Saviour, 
for his fake^ fo ready and fo chearful to tread 
the moft nsigged and forbidding path of fuf- 
fering I This fuggefts, 

3* Another direction, and it (hall be de- 
livered in the words of the apoftle ; *^ Let us 
*< lay afide every weight, and the fin which 
^ doth fo eafily befet us, and let us run with 
^ patience the race that is fet before us, hok* 
^ ing unto Jefus^ the author and the finifher 
*^ of our faith*^'' Nothing tends fo much to 
finooth and to fwectcn hard weather, and a 
hard road to the believer, as the fight of his 
Mafter, juft before him.. It is good for us 
to be here, faid Peter on the mount of/franf- 
figuratioa; but it is good to be with Chrifl-, 
and like him, may the Chriftian fay, in every 
condition, and in every place; in the Aorm^ 
in the defert, in the prifon ; arrayed in a gor« 
geous robe, wearing a crown of thorns, bear* 
kig a crofs.. Our Lord's firft difciples, when 
veproach and fufiering were certain confe- 
jyiences of the profeffion of Chriflianity^ came 



ont from ibe prefeace of their perfecutors^ 
'< rejoicing that they were counted worthy to* 
^< fufiec fihame for hit naine»? What caufe o£ 
rejoicing have we*, that honour^, pot (bame^. 
accompany this profeiBoQ ;.that with us, kinga> 
are nurfing fathersi and their qpeena-niirfing. 
mothers to the Chriiktan church \. that the. 
road b to us^ in many places, and in many re- 
fpe^i firewed not with thorns, but with flow^ 
ers : Were our corrupted hearts^ reduced in^ 
to the entire love and obedience of Cbrift^. 
every obfiacle would' be furmounted* ever^ 
difEcuky overcome. And this is the vei^ ob«- 
jeft of the pxeient advice r. that we kokxo |e- 
fus for dircAion, for refolutioBi and for af-- 
fiftance, in pulling off and laying afide thofe^ 
diverfe finfulluils which war againft the>fo\il»^ 
checking its progcefs, marring its comfort,, 
wafting its ftrengi^; and that we look to him. 
for patience under every, external hindrance^ 
and dlftrefs^ and thefe. ncceflarily decreaie, as> 
inward corruption is fubdued.v 

IV.. Permit me to dire A jm^ in order to.* 
the continuance and increafe of your jpy, to 
take good heed unto yourfelves that you keep^ 
in the right road, and perfcvere even to the. 
end: for in this,, not only; your comfort,. but/ 
your very fafety is concerned^. Remember 
you are not upon an excurfion of pleafure, 
but a :journey on bufinefs, and that of the^ 
sioft important nature. When a man's cre» 
^^ or fubfificnce, or hia family's wel^e,. 

depend: 
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diepend on. ezaSnefs and expeditioo» he irill 
certainly t9kt the readied and the fafeft road: 
He will not then employ bit time in digrefi 
fions after obje&i of amttfement, fuch as gan» 
denS| pahtceS) and paintings*. Were hnmari 
life intended, as paftime merely, were the 
world a fcene of diverfion only» and. if in thia 
life alone we bad hope>^ 1 fhould fend yon a* 
way tbit nighty with my advice^ to drink as 
deep of pleaiute as yov can ; to make as fr&* 
quent and as fong digreffions into the world 
as inclination, conftitution^ and circHmftances- 
can admit }. nay^ to take up your abode in it 
altogether r. But when I confider what it is -tc^» 
the Chriftian, an enemy*s country, nay nioire^ 
the actual feat of war, furcly it it unneceflary. 
to tell the good foldier of JfrTus Chrift, that 
he has need to walk circumrpeftly^ that a ho* 
ly jealoufy is abfoluiely neceflary -, that ene- 
mies are never to dangerous as when. they apk. 
proach us with a fmiling countenance, witk> 
fair words, and with gifts in their hands. T6 
this, let me fubjoin, that it is wife and ufefui 
to obferve moderation, and to praAife felf- 
government, in the ufe of even the neceflary, 
and lawful recreations of the way. A travel* 
ler may warrantably enjoy the plcafuro of t^ 
fine profpeA as he pafies along, and muft of 
neceffity ftop now and then for refreihment ; 
but he muft not dream of building an habi* 
taJtion in every delightful fpot^ nor miftake a 
cMftfortable inn for. his Father's houfe. The 
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Chriftian is called to deny himfelf to the un- 
bounded enjoyment of the moft innocent de« 
lights^ as a feparate and independent good» 
now ; that the pofleffion of them, as connec- 
ted witb» and fubfervient to the enjoyment of 

' God^ the fupreme good» may be the fweeteff 
hereafter^ 

. 5* Finally, be daily looking for and ha* 
ftening unto the coming of the Lord* Jefus ; 
that blefied period which (hall put a full end 
to fin and all its dreadful confequences, and 
uiher in the eternal year of glory and immor- 
tality* Would you be truly fortified againft 

. the hardfliips^ iecured from the dangers, and 
Supported under the affli^ons of thistempeftu* 
ous ocean, caft the anchor of hope within the 
vaiL He who fha]l come» will corne^ and will 
not tarry. When fuch a prize is in view, the 
exertion and fatigue of a fhort race are unwor- 
thy of confideration \ when a crown of glory 
is to be the reward of Tiftory, who would^, 

'ihun the inconfiderable danger of a fafe and 
eafy combat ? when fuch a manilon is prepa^ 
red, what matters it that here and there a 
(mail fpace of uneven ground interfe^ the 
road that leads unto it I 

You have this day^ communicants, afcend- 
cd an exceeding high mountain, and with the 
eye of faith contemplated the glories of £- 

jnanueFs land.. And what have you beheld ? 
what do you now behold ? The worlds and the 
things of the world on £re ; death expiring ; 

the 
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the old dragon, chained to eternity; hell cad: 
into the lake of £re» Behold how the jafper 
walls of the holy city, the new Jerufalem, be- 
gin to (well upon the eye ; the gates of peart 
expand for your admiffion. Behold the un« 
dazzling, unterri^ing fpl^ndour of the glory 
of God and of the Lamb \ and the nations of 
them that are faved walking in the light there-* 
of. O deathj where is thy fiiog i O grave^ 
where is thy viAory ? I know that my Re- 
deemer liveth, and that he ihall itand at the 
latter day upon the earths Amen^ even fq^ 
eomca Lord Jefus. 
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SERMON r^ 

On Alms^ 

By SAUVBh CBAtiTMs Mtmfter of Wikonr 

SMched ia the Old Chorili of Ediabiugh on thr- 
ift. e£ June 1788. 

LuKB, xi. 41*. 

But rather give Alms rf fucb things as y^Ur 
have, andi behM alk things arc ckah unt(K 
you. 

/^H^i? «a man any things but to hvt ane an* 
other* Love is a debt which we ftill owc^ 
When juftice i& fulfilled, liften to the voice 
of mercy*. Give alms of fuch things as you« 
have. 

i» A man muft provide for his own, and: 
fupply the wants of his children, in preference 
to others ; nor fhould a child beftow on any 
who are lefs nearly conneded. what his pa# 
i^nts need. The firft thought of a dutiful 
childi when he has any thing tofpare is, Do* 
my parents need it ?' If they do, the voice of 
nature, and the lawofGod> demand it for 
them* 

2, Poor brothers and fitters have the next 
claim. Among children of the fame family^. 
^cr^ ought to be a mutual attacbmenti ten- 
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Ckr and inviolable \ upon every proper Qcca-^^ 
fion, teftimonies of k fiiould be given*. While 
tfaefe are whh^beld frora^ a brothec or fifter 
that hath waxed poor, felf-appcobation m re«^ 
lieving others is not enctre.. 

3* Attend to the claim of gratitude. Ftb" 
vours received ihould never be forgotten. Re* 
collect thofe to whom yo«.have in. any wa^ 
l^en obliged or indebted. If any who inftruc* 
^i, or patronifed, or affifted, or confoled 
you, be now in want i feizc the opportunity 
of teftifying your gratitude r to neglcA it,^ 
will be matter of reproach and' felf-condem- 
nation.. They who have been beneficent, tho^ 
not to us, are entided to fympathy in diffreft;^ 
k is co-operating vrith Providence^ to (heir 
mercy to the merciful. 

4^ Is your friend reduced to ftrai(» f Call 
to' mind the mutual confidence and fympathies 
and endearments by which your hearts were 
united. They who paint firiendfhip in ftrong, 
colours, fpcak ^ it as rendering all things- 
common.. Though this^idea is not tabe rea* 
lifed, yet he who hefitates to open his hear^ 
and his hand in the day of adverfity, defervet 
not the name of Friend. Inquire if the Ariend 
ef your youth has any children in want, and 
extend your friendly regards to them. 

5* Poor relations, though diftant, fhould^ 
be acknowledged. To prevent one of theia 
from becoming a charge on the public,, is bet- 
ter than to bedow the fame fum on promlf« 
CUJ0U5 charity. If any man or lucwian tbat 

bcUfU€tW 



^ On Alms* Sen 6. 

beUeveth have widows, Ut them reUeve them^ 
and let not the church be charged; that it may 
relieve them that are widows indeed, i Tim* 
▼• x6a a needy man is referred to his rich 
relations, and often left to their bounty : tho^ 
a prodigal, he is an objeA of compaffion ; and 
it is a blemiih on the charaAer of his rich 
relation not to ihew it. 
• 6. Servants fallen into poverty, Ihould be 
remembered by thofe whom they have ferved 
long and faithfully, and k is pleafant to be 
able to relieve them. A man of wealtb and 
benevolence might extend his vievr of this re» 
ration: Seafaring men are employed in the 
fervice of the merchant ; the hands employed 
by a manufacturer^ work fer his profit ; tenants 
labour, and their landlor<ls reap the fruit t 
filch a$ are difabted or worn out in thefe fer- 
vices, awaken compaffion in a Chriftian mar* 
fter. The relation of mafterand fervant, once 
a fyftem pf ilavery and oppreffion, is trans- 
formed by Chrifiianity into ^ law of liberty 
and a bond of lovcr 

7* Neighbourhood is a relation which af« 
fords opportunities of indulging compaffion 
with effect. The poor, who are daily under 
our eye, and wbofe ftraits we know, excite 
ourfympathy. It becomes neceflary, for the 
eafe of our own minds, to do fomcthin^ for 
them. A little does them good. They are 
thankful for a little. The crumbs from our 
table m^y be a meal to them ^ our fire may 

warm. 
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warm them ; and the cloaths which we have 
vifed may clothe them. Teach yovr children 
compaffioQ to poor neighbours^ and employ 
them in works of mercy. 

2. Sympathy, if indulged^ will fuggeft many 
obje£b of compaffion. 

The man who lives in profperity^ and re- 
ffe£te on the changeablenefs of it^ will fympa- 
thife with the unfortunate who have feen bet- 
ter days, and be difpofed to relieve them with 
that liberality and delicacy which he himfelf 
would expeA, were his riches to make, to 
themfelves wings^ and flee away. 

They who have rifen from a low cftate* 
might look back 00 the pit from whence they 
were digged, and feel for thofe who are yet 
labouring in it. Having known in their own 
experience, the hardihip and firuggles and re- 
pulfes which a poor man has to- meet with^ 
they can take a kindlier intercft in his con* 
cerns \ they are. qualified to direct and affift 
them. 

They who have knoiun the heart of a firan^ 
gefy and met with kindnefs when far from 
their friends, are prompted by the memory of 
what they felt, to inquire after the friendlefii 
flranger, and to comfort him. L^vtye there* 
fore the Jiranger^ for ye loere ftrangers in the 
land of Egypt. Deut. x< 19. 

The man who has fuffered bondage in all its 
horrors, remembers thofe that are in bonds. 
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as boobd with them ; he becomes their zea- 
lous compaffionate friend and interceflbr. Mr 
Howard was a prifoner in France \ and to his 
fiifferings there, he afcribes his benevolent la- 
bours. 

Dr Swift feh the approach of lunacy, andf 
founded an hofpital for lunatics* 

People in good circumftances, who are vi« 
£ted with difeafei a.nd who fee(. how painful 
k is amtdft all the comfort which- friends, and 
attendants, and medicines, and-cordials can gi ve^ 
ftre led to feel for poor neighbours under the 
lame vifitation, and to fend' tbofe aids and 
comforts which a fickbed needs^ but which 
poverty capnot reach. 

Widows, who have friends and guardians 
to their children and a liberal provifion, might 
think of thofe who are vfidaws indred^ White 
your heiirts fiqk^ and the fhadow of death 
darkens your remaining comforts, you can 
lympathife with the joylefs defponding fpirtt 
of one who is left with children poor and 
friendlefs. By alleviating her forrows, you> 
alleviate yotir own. 

They who were orphans from their early 
years, look back with a fympathifing heart 
en thofe who follow in the fame dark de« 
fentelefs path. While we remember with gFa>- 
titude friends whom Providence raifed up to 
take us by the hand and bring us forward, 
we are happy to become inAruments under 
the fame providence of befriending the friend*- 
U&x ^^^ being the orphan's ftay. 

Thei. 
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They who*are entering unconnc^d into 
the vale of years, might fympathife with inch 
as are £uther advanced into that vale in the 
fame unconneAed lonely itate, and befiov the 
attention, and kindnefs, and care which they 
themfelves may (hortly need. 

T%e aged, who have of this world's goods, 
and who neverthelefs feel t^e burthen of de- 
clining health and fading facvlcies^ of melaa* 
<holy, and fear, and pain, ihould fympathile 
with aged neighbours under the additional 
load of poverty. The poor man whofe arm 
t;an no longer earn bread, neglefted and for- 
faken in his days of darkneis, attraAs com- 
panion from the rich, whofe feet are alTo 
fumbling en the dark m^ntainu It is beco- 
ming in the old who are rich, to (hew kind- 
nefi to the old who are poor, to vifit and coa- 
verfe with and confole them, to aflbciate with 
their remaining fellow-traveHers in the con- 
templation of ferious and everlafting things 
to anticipate that equalifing period when the 
sich and the poor (hall meet together. 

The young* who now enjoy plenty, are fuf- 
ccptible of con:^aiIion. Open your eyes, my 
young hearers, on thofe of your own age 
who are now begging dieir bread in rags. 
Thank God that you are not ia their cafq. 
Pity their hardfliips. Deny yourfelves, to re- 
lieve them. This will give you pleafure. It 
is a mean of efcaping the fnares of (in, of 
;£rowiQg 4a favour with God and men, and of 

obtaining 
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obtaining mercy when you yourfehes iliall 
need it. 

3. Compaffion is early and deeply implanted \ 
bat without proper culture, it will grow irre« 
gular and fruitlefs, and in the epd be fup- 
planted by covetoufnefs. 

Compaffion, improperly culdvatedi fpring^ 
up into ufelefs fenfibility. The pleafure which 
attends itj 4bothes and deceives the heart. An 
interefting account of human wretchednefs 
excites pleafurable (ympathettc emotions : The 
tongue utters kind wilhes, B6 ye chthed^ be ye 
^warmed; and the heart exults in virtuous fen* 
fibility. But, to enter the >dwetling of the 
wretcfhed ;; to examine debts, atnd wants, and 
difeafes ; to endure loathfome fights and fmells,- 
within the fjihere of infection ; to give time, 
and thought, and hands, and money — this is 
the fubftance, not the ihadow of virtue : the 
pleafure of fenfibility may be lefs, but fo is 
the danger of felf-de<:en which attends it. 
Death-beds, in t^e page of an eloquent wri- 
ter, delight the imagination ; but they who 
are moft delighted, are not the firft to vifit a 
dying neighbour, and fit up all night, and 
wipe off the cold fweat, and moiften the parch* 
ed lip, and remove the phlegm, and give eafy 
poftures, and bear with peevifhnefs, and fug- 
geft a pious thought, and confole the parting 
fpirxt. They often encompafs the altar of vir- 
tue, but not to facrifice. 

£xtreme fenfibility is a difeafed ftate of the 

mind. 
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siiDd« It unfits us to relieve the mirerablCf 
and tempts us to turn away. The fight of 
pain is (hunned, and the thought of it fup? 
prefled ; the ear is ftopped agaiaft the cry of 
indigence ; the houfe of mourning is pafled 
by ; even near friends are abandoned, when 
fick, to the nurie and pbyfician, and when 
dead^ to thofe who mourn for a hire ; and all 
this binder pretence of fine feeling, and deli- 
cate ienfibility, and a tender h^art. The 
apples «f Sodom are miftaken for the fruit of 
Paradife. 

Compaffion may fail on the wroQg objeA, 
and yet be juftified and applauded. One li- 
ving in affluence becomes bankrupt ; bis fudden 
fall ftrikes the imagination, pity is felt, and 
generous exertions are made in his behalf: if 
artful and fraudulent, he forefaw, and avail- 
ed himfelf of this irregular compafiion ; he 
ftretched his credit, bought and built, and li- 
ved luxurioufly, that bk fall might ftrike the 
more There is indeed a call for compaffion ; 
but, upon whom ? doubtiefs upon the trader 
and artificer whofe oeconomy he has deran- 
ged, upon the fervant who entruftcd him with 
wages in an evil hour, upon the widow whom 
he has caufed to weep over dcftitute children^ 
and to curfe him in the bitternefs of her foul. 

Alms given from the impulfe of compafiion 
foon fail ; like feed fallen on ftony ground^ 
they quickly fpring and as quickly wither. By 
repeated aAs^ the force of paifive habits is di^ 

,micu(hcd« 
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nupiflied. lmpoft«re protokd, oppoiition 
^ifcouragesy ingratitude grieves^ timecoek the 
h^art, and ^lovetoufnefs eaters* 

Reafoa and a fenfe of dutjr (hould be em- 
rployed to regulate aod affift compaffiou. Have 
you given alms to an icnpoftor? It was never- 
•theiefs a kind afie^tion-to which you 7ielded4 
and the heart that was never impefed upoiria 
this way, is probably a hard one : learn to ex- 
ftoiine the claims made on your compaffion, 
not carelefsly to repel them. Have you met 
-with ingratitude f Th^ ktndnefs you ikewed 
was an aft of religion ; and the xhild of God 
embraces the opportunity of doing good, as 
the olive yields fruit in its feafon, regardlefs of 
the hand that reaps it. Is your good mifcon- 
ilrued and c^il fjpoken of:? Follow Jefiu thro* 
bad report as well as through good report* b 
your plan of benevolence oppofed and thwart* 
ed ? Still you have the.jnerit of right Jnten- 
tiojei* From whatever quarter, difcourage* 
ments arifct B0 not weary in well-doing \ in 
due feafm you Jboll reap t if you faint not* 

4. Take Jfeed^nd beware of covetoufnefs^ Wc 
muft take heed and beware, left it lurk and 
work imperceptibly* St Francis de SaUs^ an 
eminent father confefibr of the Roman church, 
obferved, That ** none confefs the fin of co- 
*• vetoufnefs.^ It is folded in felf-deceit, and 
closed with hypocrify, more eafily than any 
•othd^jGln of the fame magnitude* A man may 
4ludy i^ftems of univerfal difinterefted abftraft 

.benevolencCf 
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!3)enev6Ience| and fpeculate on tlie excellencies 
of love, while he overlooks a poor woman 
-with fatherlefi children, who lives next door 
to him : a little kindners (hewn to her» and a 
little done towards educating her children, 
-^nd putting them in a way of earning bread, 
would be more in the fpirit of Chriftian cha« 
Tity, than to write books and fing hymns in 
yraife of it. A mifcr may be free from fcan- 
dalous fins, and thank God that he is noadul* 
terer nor extortioner ; he may have kept the 
commandments from his youth, and have no 
fufpicion xhzt one thing is wanting \ he is found 
•in the faith, and blinded by his zeal for ortho- 
doxy ; he attends the ordinances of religion, 
^nd the preacher's voice is a pleafant fong, to 
'which he liftens, and about which he talks, 
^hile his heart goeth after covetoufnefs. 

If the duty of almfgiving be direftly propo- 
sed and urged, covetoufnefs is fruitful in ex- 
icufes. , 

1. You pay what you owe, the reft is your 
•own ; what you do with it, is no body's con- 
cern* — But it is your own concern, for you 

muft give* an account of your ftewardfhip to 
God. 

2. You have children to provide for, and 
-can give no alms. — ^Judge for yourfelf ; only 

it is fit to exercife your judgement, to inquire 
if there be bounds in providing for a family, 
\i alms be a kind ^ riches which lay a good 
foundation for the time to come, and vrh.^- 
Vol. IV. E x\x^^ 
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thcr your children arc likely to profit moft 
by the Ovvings of avarice, or by the" odour of 
a good name, and the blciHng entailed by Pro- 
yidence on the feed of the merciful. 

3. You have family honours and pofleffions 
(to reprefent and tranfmit ; your bufinefs in 

' the world is to preferve and tranfmit them. — 
Avarice takes hold of oiany handles ; here it 
takes hold of family pride, and hides from 
your eye the true ufe of aji cftatc, which is to 
enjoy and do good with it, 

4. Tou have a rank to keep up, and the 
revenue is barely fuflicient.T— It is eafy to err 
in giving too much to (hew : it is the worft 
extreme ; it difguifes ayarice under the mafk 
p{ grandeur. While tOo much is given to 
fhew, there is nothing left for compaffion, not 
enough for decency, hardly enough for ju- 
ilice* 

5. You do not hoard, but live up to your 
income ; and it does good to poor labourers, 
tjiough not precifely in the fbrm of alms, 
— ^This is fo far well ; but ftill it is the defec- 
tive charafter of the rich man in the parable, 
who was clothed in purple, and fared fumptu- 
oufly every day, but gave no alms. He too 
could plead^ that the furnifliing his fine cloth 
and fumptuous fare gave bread to labourers, 
for it does not appear that he was an oppref- 
for or unjufl. 

6., Chriftian alms fliould be done in fecrqt, 
and you love not to make a (hew of them. — 
A right principle may be turned into an ex- 

cufe 
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rufc for covctoufiiefs. Is the proportion of 
your fecrct alms fuch as the fcripture requires, 
as an impartial fpeChitor who knows your cir- 
cumftances would approve, as your own mind 
approves in, a ferious hour? Your attendance 
•in the houfe of God may be afcribed to hy- 
pocrify, but this is not a reafon to withdraw » 
your offering there may be afcribed to vani- 
ty, but neither is this a reafon to with-hoKl 
it. If you be thought uncharitable by aH who 
know you> and (land alone in think'ing o* 
therwife, there is reafon at leaft to examine 
yourfelf with a particular eye to the opera- 
tion of felf-deceit in the caufe of covetouf- 
nefs. 

7. You'love-noftQ hear of works, but thofc 
which Ghrift has done, and imputes to belie- 
vers by faith alone : you defire to be clothed 
with a robe of his righteoufnefs, not with 
rotten rags of your own. — Unguarded expref- 
iions of controverfial divines are picked up, 
and perverted by the covetous. That <^wc 
*« are faved by grace, and it is God who work- 
•** cih in us to will and to do," are immutable 
confoling truths ; but upon them the obliga- 
tion to good works is founded. Faith with- 
out works is dead. In whatever light alms be 
viewed, they are enjoined by an authority that 
claims obedience. Call them fruits, or evi- 
dences, or concomitants, or what you will, 
ftill they are neceffary. Every one /ball receive 
according to the deeds done in the body. Caiw 
words be plainer, or ftronger, or mort \u- 
■E z tercft\u^^ 
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tcrefting ? Deeds of kiadnefs to the poor will 
^e rewarded : they fhall have judgcmeat witb« 
out mercy, who have fhewed no mercy. Thefc 
are truths of God. If you pervert their ob- 
vious meaning, you have reafon to fufpcdl 
your own heartjs of an evil covetoufnefu 

8. Almfgiving belongs to the rich ; and if 
•ever you get riches, you will be charitable. 
The reproof of covetoufnefe may be juft, but 
it likewife belongs to the rich ; and if ever 
you get riches, you will guard againft it. — 
By the rich^ you mean thofc who have more 
than you ; but arc there not many who think 
your income a rich one, with which much good 
might be done ? Unlefs you give alms of fuc|i 
things as you have, and do the good you can, 
additional wealth would make you no better. 
The fin of covetoufnefs, and the fpirit of alms, 
may be found in a low eftate. Afiedlions 
may fix on a cottage, or a little field \ the 
heart may cling to a fmall fum ; for a piefs 
of pottage the birthright that is defpifed may 
be fold. The fpirrt of ali^s, may be found in 
a cottage with the wido^whofe pofief&on is 
two mites 5 with the labourer who can fpare 
part of his wages to thofe who cannot labour^ 
with the friendly hand that can reach a cup 
of cold water to the thirfty. It is the mind 
which God regards -, and // there be Jirjl a 
willing mind, every tine is accepted according 
to what he hath received^ not according to what 
he hath not received. 
It ma^ be thought ufclefs labour to reafoa 

With 
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with the cOTCtous about almf. I know it will 
have little tSc& on them ; but it may inftruA 
the young, whofe hearts are not yet harden- 
ed ; it may guard the well-difpofcd agaiaft 
ibphiftry and felf-dcceit ^ it may determine the 
lervant who wavers in his choice betwixt God 
and mammon. One end of preaching the gof- 
pel to every creature is, for a tcftimor.y in the 
caufe of virtue againd all unrighteoufnefs of 
men^ whether they will hear, or whether thejt 
will forbear* 

IL r*. Meahs ibould be ufed to maintain a^ 
charitable, in oppofition to a worldly mind. To 
worldly-mindednefs there are daily tempta- 
tions : It ihould be our daily (ludy to refifb 
and overcome them. Think often on the 
motives to charity,, as they are propofed with 
fimplicity and energy in the word of God*. 
Attend to the motive in the text : Give alms 
of fuch things as you have^ and all things are 
clean unto you^ When Chrift fpakc thefe 
words, he was fitting at dinner with a Pha« 
rifee who had invited him. The Pharifee 
marvelled that be bad not iirft wafhcd before 
dinneri and the Lord faiU unto him, l^ow do 
ye Pharifees make clean the outjide of the cup 
and platter^ but your inward part is fidl of 
ravening and ivickednefs. With an outfidc re- 
ligion, you think to conceal covetous and 
cruel hearts. Te fools ^ did not he which made 
that which is without^ alfo make that which is 
£ 3 within^. 
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vjithin^ Mu<h of your religion confiAs in ce« 
remonial wafhings : Rather give alms of fucb* 
things as you have^ and heboid all things are 
clean unto. you. Liften to the law of MofeSj 
i^hich ye make of none cffcfl: by your tradi- 
tions : *' Every third year, thou flialt give the 
" tithe of all thine increafe to the Levite, the 
*• Granger, the fatherlefs, and the widow, 
" that the Lord thy God may blefs thee.** 
"Would you enjoy contentment, and fatisfac- 
tibn, and^ comfort, in the ufe of what you 
have, give alms. Bleffings are multiplied oa 
the head of him that giveth. He has the pro-* 
mife of this life, and of that which is to> 
come. 

Amidft thy abundance^ then, Gden to the 
voice of God- ** Is it not to deal thy bread 
**• to the hungry, and that thou bring the poor 
'' that are caft out to thy houfe ? when thoii 
*^ feeft the naked that thou cover him, and 
*• that thou hide not thyfelf from thine own 
*' fle(h ? Then fliall thy light break forth] as 
** the morning, and thine health fhall fprihg^ 
^* forth fpeedily : thy rrghteoufnefs fhall ga 
** before thee, and the glory of the Lord 
*« fhall be thy rere-ward. Then fhalt thoii' 
•'call, and the Lord will anfwer ; thou fhalt 
■' cry, and he fhair fay, Here I am.** Con— 
fcious goodnefs is the light of the mind ; 
you tafte the bleflednefs of giving, and your 
prayers are heard. •* If thou draw out thy 
** foul to the hungry, and fatisfy the afHifled 
^* foul^ then fhall thy light rife in obfcurity^ 

•'and 
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*« and thy darknefs as the noon -day.** In the 
obfcurlty of old age, the light of remembrance 
ihall arife ; in the darknefs of afflidtion^ there 
(hall be a noon-day of hope.* 

The rich who are difeafed, and fuch as get 
riches in their old age^ find little pleafure in 
them, except as an inftrument of good : but 
when fo ufed, they enable the pofleiror, from 
the retirement of old age, and even from a 
bed of ficknefs, to difpenfe manifold bkilings. 

Wealth docs not exempt from care. There, 
are croiles, and conftraints, and difquietudes^ 
ia a high eftate, from which the heart finds . 
refuge in the indulgence of compafiion. Fe- 
nelon obferved, that ** riches are valuable, not ^ 
■* fo much for the honours, as for the croflcs- 
«* which attend them :'* And Madam Mainte-v 
non, amidft the emptinefs of royal honours,, 
found comfort to her heart, by filliftg it with- 
the concerns of deftitute children. 

Riches do not avert the flroke of affliftion,- 
I think of an inftance, and probably it is not 
linguiar, of parents abounding in this world's 
goods, from whom their children one after- 
another were removed by death* The worlds 
^ith its good things, was to them a void. For 
whom have we laboured and bereaved our 
fouls of reft ? Whofe (hall all thefe things be ? 
They were finking into defpondence, when this^ 
word of fcripture came into their minds. Ho* 
nour the Lord with your fubftance. Confider- 
i(ig their fubftance as one talent left, they tra« 
ded with it in works of mercy* lUcit ^.^tVi--. 
£ 4 WJ^ 
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ncfs became as the noon-day^, and their even^ 
ibg >s now ferene. 

Alms are a preparation for adverfity and" 
death. Shut up alms in thy Jiorth&ufcy for it 
Jball deliver thee in all afflidfion. Job, when^ 
bereaved of earthly comforts, confoled him- 
fdf with this fong in the nights «« Eyes was I 
♦♦ to the blind and feet to the lame, the blef- 
•« fing of him that was ready to perifh came 
** upon me.r Conjider the poor^ and the Lor^ 
iviU ftrengthen you on a hedof languijbing : thoit 
wit make all his bed in his fichnefs. From the 
painiul feelings of a fick-bed the merciful are 
not exempted. The man whofe heart is ten- 
der, feels aften more than- others,, the ie?eri^ 
ty of pain, the pang of feparationi and the 
fiing of guilt. His fins rife up in mournful 
remembrance : doubts and fears trouble, and 
tofs, and threaten to overwhelm his fbuL Bue 
even in the darkeft night, white thefe waves^ 
and billows are paffing over him, rays of com-^ 
fort open from the remembrance of works of 
mercy. They are evidences of his regenera- 
tion.^ Hereby we know that we are paffedfrom 
death to lifey becaufe we love the brethren*. 

The rich may be under trouble of mind and 
religious melancholy. Perhaps the fecret caufes. 
ef your troubled confcience, which you have 
jiot yet been able or willing to develope, are aa 
idle life, the love of pleafure, forgetting to da 
good. This is the interpretation of thofe bit* 
ter things which God writes againft you.. 
Tbcjf sura hh call to awake from iloth, to do 
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goodt aad to communicate- AAive goodnefs 
difpels the gloom of indolence. Sympathy 
with real, obliterates imaginary evils. Relief 
and comfort, flowing from your hand, reflect 
peaceful and pleafant thoughts.. The foul re- 
turns to its reft.. Whatever your guilt has 
been, charity fmoothes the way to penitence 
and peace through the' blood of fprinkling*. 
Wherefore let my counfel be acceptable to- 
tiiee. Break off thy fins by righteouf'nefs,, 
and thine iniquities by fhewing mercy to the* 
poor. 

•* I have ever obferved,"' fays Father Bour* 
daloue, V* that the rich who open their hearts- 
^ in Ubcral ami tender mercy to the poor, get 
^ grace^ while the covetous die in their fins.'*^ 
Themoft liberal alms will not juftify the in- 
dulgence of a known fin, but they may prove- 
the firft ftep of repentance : they loofen the 
band of felfifhuefs, and affimilate the foul to- 
God, in whom compaffions flow. One virtue 
earried high, often draws others in its train, 
and leads on to perfeAion. Charity to the 
poor is intimately conneftcd with the two ra- 
dical virtues, love to God, and love to our 
neighbour. It appears by comparing fcripture 
with fcripture, that, Be ye merciful^ as your 
Father in heaven is merciful ^ Luke vi. 36. is a 
precept of the fame import with, Be ye perfeH^ 
'even as your Father in heaven is perfe^^ Matth- 
V. 48. 

2. Blejfed is he that confdereth the poor^. 
Aoi upon how many fubjefts do we turrv owt 
E 5 Cicioxx^M^. 
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thougbtSi to the conHderation o£ which. no> 
blefEog is annexed ? 

The cafe of the poor requires confidcra— 
tion«> To Jemploy fuch^ as can work, and paf 
them punflually^. is ferving them not a little^ 
It deli^rs them from floth» renders them ufe- 
ful» and awakens the fenfe of independence*^ 
la plans for employing wealth, a kind confide-: 
ration of the poor might enter, and a predi<« 
Uflion for the plan moft extenfively ufeful to< 
themw It is worthy of a Chriftian.who has o& 
this world's goods, to devife plans for .em»- 
ploying the idle, giving habits of induftry ta 
the young,, and delivering the old from lan- 
guor and dependence, by labours fuited to* 
tlieir years* 

Mr Thomas Firmin citizen of London, a 
name confecrated to humanity, among other 
memorable labours of love, ereffced a ware* 
houfe for employing the idle. To many hun«'> 
dreds he furniflied materials for work, and' 
purchaied the produce, accounting the lofs- 
fuftained in the difpofal of it to be gain. He 
laid up coals and corn, to enfure them in 
dearth againft cold and hunger. He diftribu- 
ted a Scripture Catechifm, to inftruft them iii 
pure religion. Thus wifely confidering the 
cafe of the poor, of their bodies, and of their 
fouls ; he honoured the Lord with his fub- 
Aance, and left an example of judicious alms,- 
which by many might be imitated on a fmallcr 
kale. To refcue one family, or even one per- 
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Ibni from' rdlenefs and want» is a benefit of pu-- 
i^lic as well as private ufefulnefs. 
. Herc^ by the way, let the poor, who arc in-: 
duftrious^ and honeft, and content, take corner 
fort. You fill up your place in fociety, and^ 
fisrve your generation, and glorify God on' 
earth, more than the rich who are idle. At« 
the great day of retribution,^ refpeA will be 
had, not to rank, which is aifigned by Provi^* 
dence» but to fidelity in the rank afiigned us.- 
Then^ many 'ivhich are Jirjl Jhall be lajiy and th^ 
Idft/hallbejirft. 

Confidcr the poor who cannot' work. Of 
fiich there is always a proportion. The poor 
Jbdll never ceafe out of the land* Except' in* 
cafes of extreme necefiity, a diftihQlon fhould^ 
be made. '* Let not a widow be taken into"*^ 
«* the number under threefcore years, having 
«« been the wife of one man* well reported of- 
•* for good works : if fhe have brought 
" up children^ if fhe have lodged ftran-- 
*« gcrs,.if fhe have wafhcd the faints feet, if 
<* (he have relieved the affli^ed, if die have> 
*f followed every good work.'* If fuah a ona 
be left childlefs and defolate in old age, 
" truftingin God, and continuing in prayer/V 
let her find in the bounty of the faithful, that 
her truft is not vain, that her prayer is hearj. 
The poor who have been honeft, and labo^ 
rious, and peaceable, and kindly affe6tionc(?, 
whom age, or difeafe, or calamity has redu- 
ced to want, are peculiarly Jntitled to ^W^i* 
hS^^mg them, 19 working togeiA^cr m\\\ Oo^^* 
E6 -i^^ 
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and Txndlcating his ways to men. Thtj who* 
are poor through fioth, or drunkeDnefsi or* 
fenfualityi or train expencei are not equally in- 
titled to relief: they fuffer thcrpunifhment an^ 
nexed by Providence to guilt« Yet when their 
mifery is extreme^ the compaffion which it- 
excites is a token of divine mercy mingling? 
with judgement*. They are human creatures* 
Adverfity may reclaim. Gratitude for favour»> 
received, may prove the firft fentiment of re«» 
turning goodnefs.^ From the rich who have 
fuffered, or deferved to fuffer the penal efte£b> 
ef debauchery, compaffion is due to the poor 
who fuScr them^ The penitent mig^t endea-^ 
vour to reclaim » by kindnefsi thofe who havr 
finned after the fimilitude of theb own tranfw 
greflion. 

Confider the poor, who are fo from their 
Own incapacity to confider. Advrfe and affifb 
them in the management of their field or of 
their trade, in turning their labour to the beft 
account,, in avoiding loffes which they can ill 
bear, and in recovering what is due ta them.- 
Giving a little money to a poor perJbn» or 
even giving money fufficient to fupply their 
neceffities, will not always have the effedl* To* 
provide lodging, a^d fuel^ and food,, and 
clothes,' is indeed a more troublefome way of 
giving alms, but it is the only way of render- 
ing them efiedtual to the incdnfiderate. It will- 
perhaps be faid» Let them learn to confider.. 
They have much need, to be fure *, and if they 
had been capable of learningi mifery might 

est 
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met now have taught thenu But if they real* 
fy want capacity, they are fo much more ob« 
jeds of compaiSon* Tour beftowiog conii* 
deration on their cafe, is a feafonabie abns» 
and a proper teftimony of gratitude to him 
who made you to differ.^ 

3^ The methods of fupplying, the poor hf 
tazatiouj hofpitaU» and voluntary gLfts> might 
be confidered and compared. 

You have liftened perhaps to the arguments 
of able men againft fiipplying the poor by tax* 
ation; but may not thefe arguments be fome- 
times liftened to with a partial ear ? Think oa 
the equality of man, his original right to afub- 
fiftence on the earth, and in how many ways 
that right may be violated.. Attend to the fpi* 
rit of human laws^ favouring, protecting, and 
avenging the rich ; appropriating the earthy, 
the air, and the water; debarring the poor 
by penalties from all that in them is. Is \t 
much that in one inftance they breathe another 
fjpirit, by infuring to the miferable a fubfift- 
cnce and a grave } Enquire if a legal provi* 
fion for the poor has ever been found necefla- 
jry, and if any thif^ ihort of neceflity would 
have led thofe who pay ta impofe it» The ex* 
pediency of enforcing that law, muft be de« 
lermined by circumftances. If the love of 
snany wax cold \. if the rich withdraw from 
religious worfhip, and forget good works ^ if 
abfent proprietors do nothing for the poor on 
their eftates \ if the humane be burdened a« 

bovc 
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bove what they are Istble to bear; if the po6r 
be tempted by their increaiing number and* 
prefflhg wantSi and the failure of other refour* 
ees, to put forth their hands and fteal \ a legat 
]^rovifion (eems dien to be expedient; it feems' 
then to be equal and right, that the heritor 
who will not give to the poori be compelled* to 
ghre. Thofe among us who have miniftered 
to the poor, where the law is enforced, and^ 
where it is not enforced, can tell the differ* 
ence it makes; a difference betwixt the fre-^ 
quent feeling and the conftant fear of want on* 
the one hand, and on the other, an adequate' 
fupply of real wants,, with deliverance from' 
fear^ which caufeth torment. 

Imperfections and evils are found in poor 
laws : but let the evil be balanced with the' 
good, the murmuring of the rich with the 
contentment of the poor, the inconvenience* 
of few with the comfort of many, the pleafurc 
that is refigned with the mifery that is extin* 
guiflied.- If, upon the whole, good preponde* 
rates, let abufes be corrected, and the fyfteny 
perfeAed; in the fame way as abufes in civii 
government are a reafon, not for renouncing 
but for improving and perfeAing civil fociety.' 
Let the wifdom of God be adored in the civil 
laws of men ; and let the fpirit of ChriAiani* 
ty be venerated, in didlating what was before 
unknown, a legal provifien for the poor. 

Hofpitals are monuments of piety and Chrii^ 
{tian love* They embalm the memory of 

founders,. 
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fbuoders» who forefaw the time foretold in 
pf ophecy when faith and love would £ail and 
cool, and bequeathed alms to. children yet un- 
born. A tribute of honour is likewife doc 
to thofe who adminiftcr with prudence and fi^ 
dcUiy. 

A willing mind is eflential to alms. The- 
tax for alimenting the poor, is a debt as due 
to them as rent to the landlord ; to pay it, is! 
to dojuflly* Chriftian alms are voluntary^ 
not enforced by human laws, but prompted; 
by the law of Ipve, and by the promife of a^ 
blefling from on high. 

4* Devote a proportion of your income tO' 
alms. This enfures the praAice of an cfTen** 
tial ducy» which may be neglected or perform- 
ed imperfe6tlyi if Jeft to accidental occaiions' 
and feelings. You cakulate a table, a ward- 
robe, a retinue, and amufements*, propomon* 
ed to your wealth : Such calculations are pro<* 
per for the fake of juftice. But if alms be- 
left out, calculate anew. Coafider on the firft' 
day of the week, how God has profpered you- 
in the world, and what acknowledgement is 
due to him. It is a work of religion fuited 
to the Lord's day. Weigh your wealth, and 
proportion your alms in the balance of the 
fanftuary,. with an eye to the Sovereign ot 
the world, who requires this at your hand,. 
to the poor whom he has appointed to receive 
it, and to the day of judgement^ when he will 
requite itt 

\3^^ 
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TTfe proper means to provide and increafe. 
a fund for alms. Habkuid frugality is a mean, 
and occafional favings from allowed expence*. 
When you meet with any worldly profperity^,. 
add a tbank-ojB»ring» Let him work with hit 
iandSf that he may have to gipe to him thai' 
needeth* The apoftle recommends work, not 
only to procure aa honeft livelihood, but to^ 
fornifh means of charity*. Chrift wrought as«' 
a carpenter. It was ufual among the Jews for* 
feholars to learn a niechanic trade. Paul, bjc 
working at his, remitted what was due to him. 
as a preacher.. The fame pradlice continues- 
in the Jewifh fchools, and Spinoza lived by 
his craft when they put him out of the fyna- 
gogue. If fome profitable work could be- 
diought of» confident with the*office of mini- 
fiers in Scotland, it would augment livings* 
Ivhich diminifh as national wealth increafes,, 
while yet the rich oppofe an augmentation in- 
the way. of juftice, it would ftrengihen their 
independence, which, humanly fpeaking, is* 
their ftrongeft bulwark ; it would lefiTen the 
number of their own claims on benevolence audi 
compaflion,: and extend their power of doing- 
good, which is the objeft for whichot is now 
propofed. Richard Baxter gave many of his- 
writings to the poor, convening the labour of. 
Lis mind into alms. Were idle gentlemen to- 
work with their hands for fome kind and ufe« 
ful purpofe, it would inereafe their happineft 
and virtue. Dorcas was full of alms-deeds ;. 
ojid it appears from her works, which were 
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ffiown to the apofile after her death,' that (bc: 
made garments. Devout women, by follow* 
isg this patterni may increafe their fund for 
alms. ' 

Confider how^ the moft good may be done 
with what you have devoted.^ A litdc money- 
goes a great way in furnilhing the neceflaries- 
of life to thofe who have them not; it re- 
moves more pain, and gives more happinefs. ^ 
than the fame fum beftowed on thofe wha 
^ave them* Liberal and generous donatives* 
may fometimes be proper v and benevolence in 
every form is lovely r but kt not the hand 
even of generofity trench on the fund for 
€ompaffion». The proper objeAs of Chriftiaa 
alms are the neceffitousj the friendlefs, the: 
helplefs, the dejeAed^ thofe who can make no^ 
return. 

It was an. unitable praAice of a pious man^ 
to beftow his devoted fum on a good work 
which would otherwife have been left undone- 
Where the poor receive a legal aliment, find 
out fome poor perfon who does not receive it. 
Where hofpitals for the fick are endowed by 
others^ minifter to fick who are not admitted... 
Where bodily wants are fupplied by others^ 
minifter to fpiritual wants. When one good 
work is in a fuccefsful train, invent another*. 
Study to extend the fphere of love. 
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The fame Subje£t continued. 



L u K E» xi« 41. 

But rather give Alms of fuch things as you 
have^ and behold all thjngs are clean unto 
you. 



III. I . /^IVE alms offuch things as are in your 
power : fo fome interpret the text. 
We may have it in our power to affift the 
poor by our talents^ offices of truft, world-^ 
ly employments, and profeffional fkill. 

Legiflators, and judges, and magiftrates, 
liave it in their power to difcourage idlenefs, 
to open channels of productive labour,' to un* 
do the heavy burden, and break the oppref* 
fpr's rod, to mingle jufticc with mercy. 

The managers of a public revenue caa 
fometimes render it an inftrument of good. 
To build churches in this metropolis, and to 
open fchools, for affording to the poor and 
to their children the means of worlhip and 
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of inftruAion^ would far exceed, in point of 
meritorious ufefulnefs, the moft cofilf deco* 
ration. 

Merchants and wealthy farmers, who com- 
. mand by their wealth the necefiaries of life^ 
might admit in their fpeculations the motive 
of humanity. *^ He that wich-holdeth corn, 
^ the people fhall curfe him ; but bleilings 
'< fiiall be on the head of him that felleth it." 
Prov. xi. 26. 

Men of rank in the army and navy, might 
attend to the clotbingi and food, and medi- 
cine, and religious inftruflion of poor foldiers 
and Tailors, and fee jufiice done them : they 
might confider fuch as have families with a 
diftinguifhing and kind attention. 

J^awyers have at times an opportunity of 
recoveritig debts for the poor ^ of vindicating 
the rights 0/ a widow, or fatherlefs children ; 
of difcouraging law-fuits which might reduce 
their clients to want ; of re-eftablifhing peace 
where it was ready to be broken. 

Medical men are often called, in the courfe 
of their laborious and benevolent duties, to 
the exercife of companion ; and in their breads 
the facred fire often burns. Let the blefilng 
of fuch as were ready to perifh come upon 
them. Let them not be weary in well«doing. ' 
Your labours of love are recorded. Your 
witnefs is in heaven, and your record is on 
high. 

Faftors cannot behold with indifference the 
poor of their flock in want and mifcr^* lt\^ 
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in the fpirit of that gofpel which they preacb» 
and of the Mafter whom they ferve, and of 
the approaching judgement which they an* 
xionnce, to take the lead in works of mercy. 

^. Give alfns of fuch things as are in y<nir 
power. Wealth puts many things in the pofTef- 
, for's power y he ought to know and to da> 
them. 

It may be in his power to rear up a viU 
lage, and fow the feeds oT induftry * \ to- 
make young men apprentices, and give mar-» 
riage-portions to young women ^ to build a* 
cottage for the wanderer i to protect the laws> 
of juftice from violation through want, and 
rage» and defpair y biadtiDg the poor to ordev 
nHth the bands of a man, and drawing the 
miferable with a cord of love. 

Means of preferving and of reftoring healtk 
may, be furnifhed by the rich : they £hould» 
attend to this, becaufe health is the greateft 
temporal good, and without it the poor can* 
not earn bread.. To fend fuel among the 
young and infirm, and to drain and repair 
their houfes ; to provide woollen clothing for 
diofe who are expofed to cold^ and fubjeA td 
difeafes occafioned by it ^ to promote clean- 
linefs by gifts of flax and foap^ and encou- 
ragements to the waihing with water, whicb 

• A Letter to the people if Laurencekifk, on this fnb- 
je£t, deferves to be read attentively by the rich and the 
pour.. 

was 
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was oF old enjoined by the law of Mofes, and 
is ftill a mean of health and comfort*, to clothe 
poor cfaildreoi upon condition of their regu- 
lar attendance on worship and inftruAion» and 
their clean and decent appearance there ;-*- 
-to join xonfideration with bounty in fuch wayt 
as thefcy doubles the value of the gift* 

Inoculation for the fmall»pox is now ge« 
.nerally approved by tbofe who are beft quali- 
fied to judge. When the poor are convinced 
that it is a mean of rendering the difeafe mild- 
er and lefs dangerous, the rich might enable 
them to ufe it. 

Medical afEftance provided for the poor, is 
a feafpnable confequential alms : and if kind 
vifits be added, with cordials and nouri(hment 
fuited to a ftate of recovery; and if the 
thoughts be turned with devout attention to 
the will and purpofes of Providence in fending 
trouble, this work of mercy is fulfilled. 

Penfions are a charity fuited to the great. 
Such as have feen better days, and had a good 
education^ and maintained.their uprightnefs in 
adverfity, are proper objeAs of it. The plea* 
fure of confoling Aich by a moderate inde* 
pendence, is one of the pureft which flow 
from riches. Gratitude will in this cafe be 
felt, and part of the bounty will defcend in 
^fmaller ftreams of chanty. The unfortunate 
.feel compaflion : the kindnefs they have recei- 
•ved, difpofes and enables them to be kind. la 
ahis way the alms of the rich find their way to 
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the mifcrable } th^ rich and the poor meet tO" 
geth'er. 

The houfehold of faith is recommended by the 
Apoftle to the fpecial attention of thofe who 
' are able to do good, and to communicate. 
This refers to times when believers were few, 
and probably fincere : it may ftill foe applied to 
thofe who fuffer in their worldly circumftan- 
ces for confcience fake ; who prefer poverty 
to flattery, and falfehood, and fraud, leaving 
all the crooked ways of gain to the children of 
this world. They who will not flatter the vain 
for a fubfiftence, who are debarred from pro- 
fitable articles of commerce and manufacture, 
"becaufe they will not fwear falfely nor equivo- 
cally ; from a provifion in the church and 
colleges, becaufe they differ in doubtful points 
from human ftandards *, and from civil and 
military preferments, becaufe of perplexing 
tefts and oaths; all fuch are diftinguifhed 
members of the houfehold of faith. A little 
will fatisfy the believer whofe heart is not on 
things of this world ; he will be thankful to 
the generous hand that helps him to ^ retired 
quiet paflage through the wildernefs ; his fer- 
vent prayer for a benefaftor will be heard-. 

3, Spiritual alms (hould be confidered by 
the rich who can do fomething towards pro- 
pagating the gofpel where it is unknown 5 to- 
wards planting churches and fchools where 
they are needed, towards qualifying young 
men to preach and to teach. 

There 
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There are Inftitutions for propagating Chri- 
JUan knowledge both at home and abroad| to 
ii7hich the rich may contribute^ with fecrecy 
•if they pleafe, and with the aflurance of a 
faithful application. 

For the planting of a church in this king- 
dom, even where it is moft neceflary^ the con- 
fent of heritors is by law required ; and to 
give it, would befpeak a Chriftian temper. 

To educate for the miniftry a young man 
jof good parts and of a ferious mind, would 
he a valuable gift, and, in the prefent ftate of 
things, very feafonable. They who can e- 
ducate their fons liberally, are apt to think a 
Scotch ftipend a flender maintenance. The 
priefthood, as in the days of Jeroboam, is 
defcending to the meaneft of the people. £x- 
tenfive knowledge and liberal manners feldom 
fall to their lot. This, in an enlightened and 
lukewarm age» makes the facrifice of the Lord 
to be defpifed. It indeed becomes the o^ini- 
fter of Chrift to be content with little, and to 
atone for poverty by virtue ^ but it is for the 
honour and intereft of religion, that he a^^ 
bound in knowledge as well as goodnefs. 
While no public provifion is made for the 
clergy, adequate to the expence of a liberal 
education, it is a good work for rich indivi« ' 
duals to furnifli fome with the means of know- 
ledge, who, in the next age, may Hand in the 
gap, to ftem the tide of growing profanenefs 
;and infidelity. 
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The Lord's Supper might be celebrated 
more frequently, if the neceflary expencc were 
furniOied. Minifiers of this churchy who fel- 
'4oin have money to fpare^ would willingly 
beftow their labour. To an affectionate friend 
of Chrift^ it is a work peculiarly grateful, to 
multiply the memorial of his dying love, with 
thofe devout and kind affections which the 
remembrance of his death infpires. The pof- 
fefTor of an effate might in this way entail a 
bleffing. 

A fchool for the nife of remote villages k 
often wanted. The expence, to a benevolent 
proprietor, is requited by the good that k 
4one. The inhabitants are reconciled to their 
lot I the young are admitted to an invaluable 
privilege; a bright genius may be difcoyered 
and brought to light ; the plan of Chriftianity 
is forwarded, in covering the earth with the 
knowledge of the Lord *. 

With a Imall annual fum, a fchoolmight be 
opened on the Lord's day,^ before and after 
public worfhip, for the young who have learq* 
ed to read, and are entering on labour ; and 
for thofe who have had the misfortune never 

* If an additional provifion be made for the inftruc- 
tion of youth, the cafe of populous villages renaote 
from parifh-fchools (hould be confidered. If the fa- 
Janes of parifti-fchools be augmented, it niight be 
done upon condition of opening fchool on Sundays* 
AVcrc fchool mailers, in their application "to parlia- 
inent, to offer that additional fervice, it would per-- 
ihaps recommend their pleafor an augmentation. 
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to be taught* By this meani aequaintance ■ 
with the fcripture is retained and increafed, 
and a door of knowledge is opened for the ig« 
norant. A habit of reverencing the Sabbath 
is acquired, at the time of life when habits are 
formed, and when Sabbath -breaking is often 
the firft ftep in that broad way which leadeth « 
to deflruAion* A good foundation is laid for 
the time to come \ memory is ftored with the 
truths, and laws» and confolations of God ; 
the tender heart receives its firft indelible im-^ 
preffions from the facred oracle \ the opening 
mind is occupied and interefted with things 
concerntdg falvation» and the way of life is 
chofen. 

Chriflianrs, who are not able fingly, might 
unite in a good work of this kind« The con- 
certing, and fuperintending, and promoting it^ 
would be an agreeable and ufeful bond of u« 
nion. 

The efieft of afibciadng for good works is 
illuftrated by the Society through whofe means 
we are now aflcmbled, to offer alms and pray- 
er to God, and to meditate upon his law. It 
gives an objeA and an edge to religious zeal ; 
it opens new channels of beneficence ; it gives 
countenance and fup^ort to the caufe of Chrift^ 
in which the feeble mind might hefitate to adt 
alone \ by the multitude of counfcllors ufeful 
plans are devifed and ripened. It forms a cgn* 
traft to the numerous aiTociations throughout 
the land, where money and luxury in various 
ihapes are the objeAs. While we read m i\v^ 

Voir. 17. F Tto^\icx. 
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Prophet Malachi ibme humiliating chara£lers 
of the prefent age, wc turn with comfort 
to another branch of the prophecy, which is 
alfo accompliflied. " Then they that feared the 
" Lord fpake often together, and the Lord 
<< hearkened and heard ; and a book of re- 
'< membrance was written for them that fear- 
<^ ed the Lord, and that thought on his 
<< name/' Mai. iii. 16. 

A little money may be ufefully laid out on 
welUchofen books for lending to the poor. 
The poor have leifure hours ; they can read, 
and fome of them love reading ; but they can- 
not purchafe books, and may fall on improper 
ones. By being properly fupplied, they efcape 
the temptation to idlenefs, and vain thoughts, 
and foolifh talking ; their minds are impro- 
ved, and their converfation furniOied. A mi- 
nifter of religion might in this way follow out 
the miniilry of advice, and reproof, and com* 
fort. 

Parifli libraries would be aa ufeful ioftitu- 
tion. Heading forms the mind. The influ- 
ence of books at the Keformation was mighty, 
acd is at all limes great. In the dawn of know- 
ledge, it was an objeft with Leighton and o- 
thers, to furnifli the clergy with books. By 
private and circulating libraries, the middle 
ranks are now furniOied. By a pariih library, 
knowledge would defcend. Unaer a mini- 
fter's direftion, poifonous books woiJd be ex- 
cluded, and good ones chofen, fuited to the 
joung, the thoughtlefs, the bufy, the fick, the 
mourner^ the melanc\\o\^^ ihe ag|ed. An ap- 
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petite for controvcrfy will fubfide wlien better 
food is provided. The expence of fuch a plan, 
if properly explained and recommended, would 
perhaps be Airniflied ill fome parifhes by he- 
ritorsj or well-difpofed individuals. Religious 
4adies, who minifter kindly and liberally to the 
bodily wants and difeafes of the poor, would 
minifter with equal kiodnefi and liberality to 
the wants and difeafes of their fouls. Minx« 
fiers and others might thence be excited to write 
practical treatifes fuited to the times. The puri- 
tans, who excel in this kind of writing, new- 
modelled antiquated books, and adapted reli- 
gious inftrudtion to their own day. Since they 
wrote, a century has elapfcd. Knowledge is 
increafed. Language, and tafte, and manners, 
and circumftances, both private and national, 
have undergone a change. By adapting reli« 
gious inftru£Uon in lermons and books to ac« 
tual circumftances, mankind are prepared for 
the reign of Chrift. 

IV. I. Civ^ alms of fuch things as you have^ 
•* Silver and gold have I none," faid Pcicr to 
a lame man who aiked alms, << but fuch as I 
** have give I thee. In the name of Jefus 
" Chriii of Nazareth rife up and walk." There 
are gifts of the Spirit more excellent than that 
of miracles, and far more excellent than fil- 
ver and gold, which may ftill be exercifed in 
works of mercy. The afFeftionate and en- 
lightened cafuift, who puts his foul in my 
foul's (lead, treating my wounded fpirit with 
F a >«\^^ 
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^rlfe and kind attention^ refolving my doubts, 
clearing tbe way of dutyj leading me to my 
Father; he gives not at the world gtveth. 
They who confider the cafe of fouls, and mi- 
oifter to their neeellities and wants, enter into 
ibe fpirit of ChriQ's precept| and follow clofiv 
Ij his ftcps of mercy* «« Who is weak/* fays 
the apoftle, *< and I am not weak ? Who is 
^* ofFendedi and I bum not ?** Hp entered in- 
to the weaknefles of his brethren, that he 
might firengthen them ; into their ofihices, 
that he might rectaitti and conciliate. 

Look not every man on his own things^ but 
Mvery man aljo on tbe tbings of others » A man 
muft look on his own things firfiand moft, 
becaufe there he is moft accountable } but the 
precept is levelled againft a cold contraded 
ipirit, which takes no concern in the things 
of others, and repeUs every motive to aAion 
but felfilhnefs. Many gifts are beftowed for 
rendering us ufeful to others ; and he who 
looks only to his own things, buries his ta« 
lent in the earth* Let us confider one an- 
other* to provoke to love and to good works. 

Some who cannot give much alms, can per* 
fuade the rich to give, Wifdom, and elo^ 
qucncc, and influence of every kind, are wor- 
thily exerted in the caufe of charity. Even 
bad men may be influenced. Herod heard 
John tbe Baptifl gladly, and did many things. 
When the feed falls on good ground, it yields 
fruit an hundred fold. King Edward the Sixth, 
Jin confequence of I^ifliop Ridley's (ermon on 

alms. 
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alflis. fboDdedScBarthoIoinew^ hofpitil for the 
fick and wmmded, BrideweU for the wilfoUy 
idle and mad, and ChriftGhurch for orphans. 
After brf mg a foundation upon which fo ma* 
07 works of mercy have fince been built, he 
Ucfled God for fparulg him to accompUili 
thb ier?i€e» and died the more contented *. 
The rich ihould be exhorted in lifcj and at 
death, to be rich in good works. It is, for the 
moft part, proper in a teftament, to Iieave (bme* 
thing to the poor, efpeciallj to poor relations. 
In ibc prefent times, this doty is often u;- 
gleftedi and thofe who counfel the (ick fiiouM 
remind ffaena of it* It is ftill more important 
while in health, diat we *< confider one an- 
^ other, to provoke unto love and to good 
^' works I and fo much the more, as we feo 
•* the day approaching.* Heb. x. 24. 

Let us confider one another^ the power of 
domg gQo4 whichr each poflefl&s, and bow to 
bring it to tSt \ the fnares of worldlinefs which- 
are laid for each, and bow to break them \ 
the good works which require a combination, 
and how to co*operate in folfiUing them. Con- 
verfation has great ibfluence upon conduA : 
it is eafy to ftir up felfifhnefs and wrath by 
the tongue, and by the fiiixie inilrument wc 
may provoke to love and to good works : 
there are principles of beocvoleocCf which in 
young minds may be cbcriihed aod ^XKSfXif 

* Bomet'i Hittory of the Rcfotmalvoti. 

F 3 tetx5cvv 
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fprth|. by prefenting kind and compalSonate 
views, by combating ungenerous and cruel 
maxims, by approving and ripening plans of 
ufefulnefs. Though it be wrong to boaft of 
alms, yet they may fafely be fpoke of in the 
way of mutual confultation, and advice, and 
incitement : by fuch a confidential intercourfe^ 
proper obj^edts are difcovered, and impoiltion 
detected, knowledge in the dodrine of alms 
i& increafed, the heart is enlarged, and ge- 
nerous affedtions kindle. Ordinary converfa- 
tion is very properly feafoned with the praife 
of goodne(s : indignation at vice may-be tin- 
ged with perfonal animofity, but the lov^ and 
the praife of virtue indicate and cherifh pxire 
and undefiled religion. 

2^ The learned may provoke to love and to 
good works, by propofing arguments and ma« 
tives J by writing the hiftory of thofe who ex- 
cel In qfefulnefs j by celebrating fuch as have 
opened new fources of benevolence, and en- 
tered untrodden paths of mercy. If praife be 
due to inventors who enlarge the fphere of 
happinefs, it is alfo due to thofe who diminifh 
the fphere of mifery. 

Fidlitious charafters of goodnefs are often 
drawn; and though their impreflion be for 
the. mod part airy and fallaciousa yet while 
the faftc for fuch reading continues, they are 
whoteib'fner food for the imagination than 
much that it iis apt to feed upon. 

Truth is preferable to fiiftion;, it conveys 
Iroowledge with more cffcft, and a pure mind 

relifhea 
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Felifhcs it more. Such a book as Howard on 
the State of Ptifons in England, interefis and 
edifies. Mifery is beheld in forms little 
thought of, not phaataftical^ but real forms. 
A pattern of mercy is fet before us, not in word 
but in deed. We fee the knowledge of laws 
and of arts, of religion and of the world, reti* 
dered fubfervient, and learn what this mean- 
eth. Let lave abound luith all knowledge. We 
trace the footfteps of love ftrong as death, in 
its exertions and its influences. Sympathetic 
emotions incite the powerful to amend laws 
lefs humane to prifoners in Britain than on 
the Continent, and to check illegal impofi- 
tions on the unhappy \ they incite the private 
citizen to alleviate miferies lefs under the pu« 
blic eye, and lefs connedled with guilt thaa 
thofe of prifoners. To the devout reader^ 
profpefls of God's adminiilration open- 
<^ From heaven God beholds the earth, to 
^< hear the groaning .of the prifoner.'* He 
iends his fervant the organ of his compaflion, 
having trained him by the forrows of captivi- 
ty from cruel men. " Surely the wrath of 
<< man ihall praife thee, and the refidue of 
•* wrath wilt thou reftrain.'* 

Even the doArine of alms, when << acconv 
*^ modat^d to the fituations which arife in the 
^* life of an inhabitant of this country in thefe 
** times,** as in Paley's fyftem of Morals, may 
affirft the pra£tice. By perufing there the ob- 
ligation to alms, the manner of giving them^ 
aixd the pretences for neglcfting them anfwer- 
F 4 ed J. 
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ed \ a benevolent reader is more *' thorough* 
** ly furniihed unto all good works.** 

Efforts of genius and philofophy are praife- 
worthy, in proportion to their influence ot> 
virtue and happinefs. *' Men of deep re* 
<' (earch and curious inqyuiry," fays Biihop 
Butler» <^ Ihould juft be put in mind not to 
'* miftake what they arc doing. If rheir dif* 
^* coveries ferve the caofe of virtue and reli<» 
^< gion \Tk the way of proof» nM>tive to prac* 
*< tice» or affiftance iu it; or if they tend ta 
*< rendei^ life Icfs unhappy, and promote its 
^^ fatisfaAions ; then they a*e moft ufefullyt 
«* employed*** 

The aitt of inftru^ting the deaf and dmol> 
is. a high and happy aflSbrt of gcniua *., It 
refle£ts honour on the underftandiog and 
heart of thofe who praflifeit: it makes light 
to arife on fuch as fit in darkneft, and calla 
forth their latent powers: it renders the poQt^ 
who are in fuch circumftances, objeAs of ef«. 
ficient charity. Contributions were formeriy 
made for the redemptioaof Haves : a contra* 
butionfor inftruAiog the deaf and dumb, may 
be confidered as a j^anfom fov the foul, foe 
opening the prifoa^dooK,. and fetting its fa^ 
culties free. 

Experiences recorded and formed into ma- 
xims, are *^ gifts of the wife.** Solomon, audi 

* This Art is happily revifcd in Scotland Hy Mr 
John Johnftoa wxitiog^mafter in Edinburgh. 

4^ 
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Ae Ion of Sjnc^ have beftowed (iich gifts on 
iDca. The applicstion of rcligioas and moral 
principles to ptfticnlar ftadons and profef- 
fions, is leamcd^ from experience. From Mar* 
cus Antoninus, kings and princes of the 
earth maj kam wifdom. In Sir Matthew 
Hak's Contemplations, the bws of rinue, and^ 
the pradice of pictft ^^^ ap{4icd to the cha* 
xaAer and office of a Jndge. Dr Gregory 
teaches the duties of a phyfician. In ^ievf 
profcffion, there are peculiar temptations and^ 
peculiar duties beft known to profeffiocul 
men. The difcipline preparatory for mtr« 
ehandifcy are taught by a merchant in hiS' 
Pre/tnt /# an Jf prentice. The praftice of yir- 
tue and piety in trade^ are well explained in the 
RetigiwJ Trade/man^ lately repuUiffaed by the 
Society in Scotland for promoting Religious- 
Knowledge among the Poor. There are wife- 
and good men in every profeffion and fphere 
of life> fome of whom are qualified to ioftruft.. 
thofe of their own calling and fphere. Pro* 
feffionai knowledge is* often taught in hooks ; 
the prefent propofal is^ that profeilional mo« 
rals be alfo taught. 

3. Give alms of fuch things as are In your 
^owcr.. Ere long they will be out of youi' 
powen Delay in doing good, is equally coth*- 
mon and equally dangerous as in ceafing to do * 
evil. If, in liftening to the doArine of alms 
as at this hour, a kind purpoie fpriogs up in-' 
your hcart| prcferve, and chcriih, and VvA(\t\\ vc>^ 
£ 5 iv>\«V' 
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fulfil it. Beware left the God of this wodd 
{batch it awa]t» left ixturxxing felfiftuners root 
it out*. Sevare of refiftiog the fpicit of love^ 
Liften not to the worldly maxims of pretendi- 
ed friends. Shun profane mockcxs, whofc 
fareath of ridicule in. an unprincipled age, has 
bl^fted fo manj: feeds of goodnefs. Be jea- 
lous over your own changeable deceitful 
hearts. Inftead of endlefs mufing on your 
purpoied good^ and talking about and expo- 
ling it, or plucking the honour prematurely— « 
Doit.. 

The opportunity for alms may be loft bjt 
delay... The poor child grows up in ignorance, 
and ill habitSj while you are fgrming a plan 
U) educate him* The naked are fuffering 
from, cold, v/bilc your fup^rjiuous garments 
are motb-eatCD.. The fick man b dying, and 
your cordials may come too late. J word 
J^oken in /eafon^^Hov) good is.it I but how quick-<. 
ly and irrevocably does the feafon pafs ! You 
yourfelf are mortal. How. many plans of a-, 
mendment and benevolence does unexpeAed 
death for ever fruftriite I 

Teftamentary alms are not always fure. Mr. 
Mayot, a godly man in Charles Uie Second's 
time, bequeathed fix hundred pounds to e«^ 
|e fted miniftcrs, not becaufc liicy w«rc non- 
qonformifts, but becaufe many fuch were poor, 
and piousy to be diftributed by Richard Bax<v 
ter. This bcqueft was, in the fpirit of Chriftian 
Icye, committed to an apoftolic ipaj:) fqr the; 
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relief of Gbd^s fervants in adyerfity. In his 
lift time ht idight have made the relief effec- 
tual*,, but the King's Attorney, Sir Robert 
Sawyer, fued for it in Chancery, and the Lord' 
Keeper North gave it all to the King. *' I' 
^* had got in all my lift/' faid Richard Baxter 
of himfelf, " the juft fum of a thoufand 
" pounds. Having no chrild> I devoted it to^ 
^^ charity. Before my purpofe was accom« 
*^ pliihed, the King caufed his Exchequer to 
^^ be (hut, and it was lofl:^ which I mention to 
*<- counfel any man that would do good, to 
" do it fpcedily and with all his might V^ 
There are many inftances of benevolent pur- 
pofes fruftrated by delay. They arc/o many 
reafons for doing the good we intend when it 
is moft needed, and while it is in the power of 
our hand to do it. 

4. D9 good to all men as you have opportuni^ 
tyt or in/cafonf as the word fignifies. They 
fiiali reap who fow in due feafon.. Our own^ 
circumftances, and thofe of others, mark the- 
feafons for doing good. 

Deliverance, for examplei from dangerous- 
difeafe, or from any imminent danger,> 
prompts the rich to give alms as a token of 
gratitude, as an expreffion of fympathy with 
thofe who fufier, and as a fruit of the warn- 
ing they have received, that the time of lire* 
and ufefulnefs is uncertain as well as fhort. 

To thofe who return from abroad with an. 
overflowing cup, .it. is the feafon for devifing' 
liberal things, for comforting iVidr ^j-w^vwVb^. 

* Maxta'8 Life written by himfc\^.. 

E 6. ic^ 



for exteodiis^.to their relations fiicji^ peace a9* 
the world givetb, for difpcrfing tad giving K^ 
the poor« for realifing the ylins of benevo'* 
koce which they formed ia «arly^ years.. To* 
fuch it i^ indeed a prior diuy to ficview theirs 
method of acijuiring, and to judge it by the 
Chriftian rule, Cod bateib rotierjk for a bumt^ 
ofmng. Let the honeft poficflbr of richer 
confider Solomon's {cntence, There U nogqoS 
in t hern I but far a man tcrejoice and t^ do good* 
The enlightened zealous pra£ttce of good; 
works ifra (hleld froiA idlcnefs, ufelefinefs^ frif 
volity, laoguop, and fuicide.. 

Upon fome occafioos,, a ftretch in expencc^ 
is reckoned^ fity as at afuneral| a^ marriage^-- 
fcaft» the departure of a friend, or the meet^- 
ing of friends who^have long been feparated^ 
Upon occafion^ of general op local calamity, ib 
ftems fit for Chriftians who have it at all in< 
their pow^ to make a ftretch in alms.. In a 
tender heart motives fpripg up and multiply*. 
Have we indulged expeniiv^ curiofity and va- 
nity without a> grudge,., and ihall we grudge a* 
£milar expenee . to indulge compaffioo ? Uo^ 
wc fpend in an evening what might feed a poor 
family a week, and ihall w« not impart fuper- 
fluity to neceflity ? Have we loflr money by. 
fraudulent debtors? let us lend ptrt of what 
rem.tins to the Lord^who will afiu redly repay*. 
Mas God profpered you in the world ? bring 
forward your thank offering. Is the dearth 
of proviiioa a mean of weahh to you ? double 

XOUE 
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imr Boaoty to iho indigeon. Htvc yva utf 
ttiplt of ioy I hiUow ii try alms r^ It your 
mind frpoUed I die fniit of iMrcy b pcaou. 
Dk> ]M>a know feoatcxpcricnce cbe pif ftfiirf o£ 
doing good? let cbc rcmemiNraaQC of th^ 
pleafure, and (he inctsafiDg. obj«^ of ben«fi«^ 
cence^ excUe you to abopod mpre and OMHt^ 
Have yoii forgotten to do good, and to.com^ 
municatei God is long*fuffering \ but if you. 
^11 negk£fe the opportunity, bow ^^ggravated; 
the guilt! DelivenuQce wiU be wrought^ for 
God it our Father; but flyail you* be able tOr 
forgive yourfelvcsy if you rcfufe to be £b11qw- 
workcrs with him^in relieving his^ children f- 
Will it not caule future regret toihe Chrifiiaot 
who has of this woild's goods> if he is- not li* 
beral in times of need I Could wt fuppoio- 
segret in* heaven, it would fpring^up from the- 
remembran^ (jQOt of uncharitabknefs, fov 
the uncharitable are not there) but from tho: 
remembrance of a fparing hand, when Chrifti 
will ieem to fay of your fcanty offering, lVa§^ 
this th^ kindiieft to. thy friend F We know not 
diftinAly the fentiments of a future ftate y but 
we know this, /fr that/owetb.f^aringfy, JbaW 
reap alfikfparingly^ 

V. An important branch of the fubj^ft 
remains. Takt heed that ye do not your alms 
hefore meth, to be feen of men. Let not the 
love of praife be your motive. Do not foundi 
a trumpet before thee, as the hgpocrites do. 
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Make no oftenutious difplajr of alin's. Lrt 
not your left hand knoiv what '^your right hand 
doth* ;Be as iecret in conyeying relief as is 
confiftent with rendering it efiWhial. If thine 
eye be Jingle^ if the intention be rights thy 
whole body JbaU be full rf light ; every ftcp andi 
circumftance of duty {hall be properl/ di- 
rcfted. . . N 

. The apoftle^s inftruAion on this fubjed is 
a good abridgement of his Mafter*s. He that 
givethf let him do it^ withJmpHcity. Give with 
iimplicity, without magni^mg or vilifying 
your gift, without carious rcfleaion on the 
temper with which it is received, or the light 
in which it may appear to others; without 
the retours of vanity and felf-complacency ; 
without affcflration of any kind 5 for even the 
aficAation of fecrecy is againft that iimplicity 
with which we ought to give. 

Do not your alms before men, to he foen of 
men. They may be done before men, though 
ftom 2 higher motive than to be feen and 
praifed. Companion muft not be fuppreifed, 
becaufe the relief which it affords is vifible. 
If we do good to all as we have opportunity*, 
it will fometimes appear, and it is fomctimes 
fit that it fhould. Regard is due to appear- 
ances* Jbjlain from the appearance rf eviL 
Let not your good be evil fpoken of Think. on. 
things that are lovely and of good report. The 
appearance of a. coyctoua. temper is evil j thcL 

appearanccL 
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apptearxDce of -a merciful temper U loyely^ and 
of good report* 

One liviag on a rich inheritance^ without 
child or brother, who fhews no kindnefs to 
his relations, whoTe tenants often feel the ri« 
gour of juftice unqualified by equitable and 
humane conliderations, whofe mercy never 
extends to the poor on his eftate, who aban» 
dpns his domeftic fervants in age and ficknefi, 
who contributes nothing to public plans of be- 
neficence, and whofe Icanty offering in the 
houfe of God is a reproach i this man has the 
appearance of covetoufneis : an hofpital rifing; 
on his aflies, is not an aJLonement. 

One in fimilar circumfiaoces, who puts oa 
bowels of mercies, is lovely and of good re« 
port. He is a city fet on a hill,, which cannot 
be hid.. Hi$ wealth is known, and the fymp« 
toms of it. are obferved ;. but with the know- 
ledge and obfervation of bis weaUh are com- 
bined, the knowledge and obfervation of his 
public fpirit and humanity. His devotion 
and alms in the houfe of God are exem- 
plary. The plenty and peace in his own houfe, 
with goodnefs and mercy following his do- 
mefiics all their lives, reader it defirable.to 
b.e a hiKd feryant there. On. his. eftate the 
remains, of bondage are aboliihed, and his te- 
nants, fecured in long and peaceable poflciQon. 
To fuch as are opprefled, he is a refuge. Poor 
families, whom the cruel are fo eager to thruft 
o.ut> he giants, in houfesj and inftituce$. em- 
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plof ment for thdr children. In all bis im- 
provementft and in all his ornaments^ it !s a 
feadklg ob{eA to feed the poor ^h the bread 
of iadvArjr. luke his Father in heaven^, he 
poups merejr ^^r all his works. None of hia 
mduftrlous poor aipe forgotten in the day of 
th^lr caUBUtji *^ He is as a hiding place from. 
^die ftomiy and a covert from the tempeflr^ 
^ as rivers of vraur in a dry place* and the 
^ ihadow of a great reck in^ a weary land.*^ 

Lit ywf Kght fi Jbine kfore mm^ thai $^ 
ihers may fee your good tuorks ; that the rc- 
IK'oach of avarice' may not fall on Chriftiaas, 
that Wifdom may be juftified of her children^ 
that God may be glorified. 

Still the praiTe of men is a low motive, and 
a fmall reward ; it fs partial, and limited, and- 
evanefcent, and fo is the pleafure which it 
yields. A Chriftian fbould rife above and look 
beyond it. The right motive in giving aln>s, is 
to him a matter of high, of everlafttng con- 
fequencc I fhall therefore conclude by fug* 
gefling feme confiderations which tend to pu» 
rify our alms, to exclude vain glory, and to^ 
clothe them with humility. 

J/?, Confider alms as given to the oSpring 
of God, who has made of one blood all the 
families of the earth, who has by Jefus Chrift^. 
united believers into one body, of which he 
is the Head. While under the influence of 
thefe views, an obligation to afiift the poor is^ 
felt, and neccffity is laid upon us to relieve 

thft 
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the mirerablc. It is no longer a work of fu* 
pererogation or ground of boafUng ; it is one 
ly doing what is equal and right. He that 
hath gives to him that needcth;^— he difchargea 
a truft committed to him t^ God* Ton con* 
tribute to an afylum for orphans-^they are 
the children of jour Father in heaven. Toit 
bring up an orphan in your houfe—- it is pro- 
viding for a younger child of the family. You 
ounifter to a poor neighbour in diftrefs — ^it is 
one member of the body iympathiiing with and 
miniftring to another member that fuffers. Tow 
have done what was your duty to do* 

xd^ Keep in mind, that the means of doing 
good which are now pofleiled, muft be all ac* 
counted for \ that of them ta whom ravtcb i« 
given the more will be required \ that a large 
truft involves ftrong temptations, and ** it is 
*^ hard for a rich man to enter into the king- 
^ dom of heaven.** A rich nian, who bdievef ia 
Clhrift^ has peculiar reafons fos humility txA 
godly foar^ Under manifold temptation* t^ 
forget God and his needy brethren, and ii 
jpdgemenc to come, he feels himfelf on flip* 
pery places, from whence many have fiaUea- 
mto deftruflion and perdition.. His prayed 
afcends for deliverance in danger, for di(cern« 
ment of the beft ways of dping good^ and for 
a heart to walk in them* Studying the laws, 
and following the ftcps of the Son of God^ 
he never accounts that he has already attain* 
cd or is already ^erfcAdc 

3* 
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3^« Endeavour to grow in goodnefs. Va- 
nity will fubfide in proportion as love and 
good works increafe and multiply. It is . of 
the firft and feeble aAs of virtue a man is apt 
to boaft \ owing to felf-ignorance, and igno« 
ranee of the law of God^ which is exceeding 
brOad. As he grows in goodnefs, other fen- 
timents will anfe. << How manifold the evils 
** around me which excite compaffion ! how 
^^ few of them can I remove or alleviate ! how 
<* inadequate to my powers have my exertions 
** hitherto been ! I am grieved for miferies 
** beyond my help. I am humbled for ne- 
*< gleAing what , I might and ought to have 
« dpnc.** Thcfe fentimcnts, which indeed arc 
evidences of growth in grace^ impel him to 
leave the things behind^ and to prefs forward 
in the path of mercy and humility. 
. 4M> Mingle devotion with alms* In. our 
inteircourre with fellow-creatures^ thoughts of 
Tanity are apt to arife, but they dlfappear in 
the prefence of God. Qome into bis courts^ and 
bring an cffering with yau. Tour offering there 
is a memorial of gratitude, an expreifipn o£ 
gratitude for favours received^ an evidence oC 
love to him who loved you. While divine, 
mercy is celebrated in the affembly of the 
iaintSi they feel the pureft and the higheft 
motives to be merciful. In the exercife of 
mercy, their fellowfhip is with the Father and 
with the Son. 

$th. Look to the recompence of reward. 

Your 
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Your Father, who ftcth in fccrct, (hall re* 
ward you openly, Sufpend and elevate your 
love of praife. Jcfus will confefs you before 
his Father, and acknowledge your kindneiles 
to his brethren as done to himfelf. <* lo that 
" day, the prifoner and the affliAed, the poor 
** and the comfortlefs, the widow and the or- 
*' phan, who have been in eTery generation^ 
*< fhall rife up and acknowledge before the 
** general afiembly of created beings, all who 
*^ fympathifed with them^ and took them up» 
*< and cared for them in this wildernefs, will 
f< pl^ad in their behalf, and call them bleficd. 
<< Tlie Judge of all the earth will confirm the 
«• blcffiog, Come, ye blejfed of my Father^ *•• 
•• berit the kingdom f re fared for youm^ 
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Tii RightiWiS Jball i^ in iverlafling rimem* 
trances 



^HE defire of reputation is natural to man. 
It is a part of the fecial conftitutioft 
^hich God has given us; and, when properly 
directed, has a powerful tendency to promote 
our moral perfeftion. By uniting the appro- 
bation of our brethren to the teftimony of our 
confcience, it heightens the reward oiF righte« 
oufnefs) and imparts to virtue an energetic 
vigour, which enables her to defpife the aU 
lurements of indolence, to refift the tempta- 
liox25 of intcreftand of pleafurci and to guide 
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her votary^ tbrottgh fcenes even of dsagff 
and death, to- great ahd honourable coo* 
dna. 

This principle, %hich hasfo extenfire power 
in forming the character of itoen, is infeparaUe 
from their nature. It aq>pears in ihe mind at 
a very early period, fiimifliing to the ikilful 
inftrudor an important inftmment of difci- 
pline and education. It feems to coUeA force 
as our faculties advance towards maturity. In 
a generous hreaft it continues to burn with en- 
creafing ardour through tkt whole of life: 
And though bafer minds^ hardened by habU 
tuat guilt, may become lefs fenfible to its ia^ 
flucnce ; yet, cVen in them, it cannot be to- 
tally extinguiflied. In the loWeft ftage of their 
degeneracy, they fiiU retain fome regard to 
the judgement of the world. They have ftill 
fome friends whofe opinion they refpe£k, fome 
ailbciates whofe contempt they are unwilling 
to provoke^ fome eftimable qualities^ 00 whieh 
they hope to build their fame, and to fecure a 
portion of applaufe. 

But a portion of applaufe from our imme- 
diate neighbours will not fatbfy the ambition 
of our minds. We deiire not the efteem of 
our cotemporaries alone. Extending our 
profpefb through.^ wider fphere, we feek 
to be approved by the fpirits of the juft 
who adorned the ages that are paft) and 
look forward, with fond expeflation, to the 
reverence that awaits us, after this mortal 
frame Ihall have mouldered into duft. As if 
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a&uated bf a prefage of our immortal d^fti- 
nation, and of the intereft which we (hall yet 
take in future fcenes, we often difcover great* 
-er anxiety to iecure the applaufe of poftericy, 
Chan of thofe who are our immediate fpeda- 
tors in the bufineis of lifc« How often has 
the patriot) trufting to the judgement of fu- 
turity, proceeded with his work of reforma- 
tion, in oppofition to the combined prejudices 
of his cotemporariesj unable as yet to appreti- 
ate the reafons of his conduft i Even when he 
falls, in the caufe of freedom, a martyr to the 
ignorance or corruption of the times, how 
often do we fee him fmiling on death with a 
generous triuniph, looking forward through 
the infamy which now covers him to the ap- 
probation of a more enlightened age, and 
bleffing his enemies for their malevolence, 
which but confummates the glory of his vir- 
tue, and tranfmits his deathlefs fame with a 
fuperior luftre to the lateft generations. 

But though the defire of reputation be na- 
tural to man, and though it operates with pe- 
culiar force in the nobleft minds ; yet it is not 
to. be followed as the guide of our conduA. 
In itfelf it is a blind impulfe, and produces ef- 
fects that are either good or bad, according to 
the direction which it receives. If it leads us 
tofeek the efleem of our brethren by methods 
which our confciencc condemnsi to court 
their applaufe by flattering their follies or 
their paffions, to cultivate only the accom- 

plifhments 
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pUflxments which coincide with the prepofleC- 
.fioDs of the Umes, or to affume the appearance 
of accompliflimeDts which we do not poflefi^ 
it deviates from the purpofe which it was in- 
tended to ferve. It is valuable only when it 
a£ls in fubordination to the principles of vir- 
tue, and gives additional force to their impref- 
fion. Separated from thefe principles, it be* 
comes a fource of corruption and depravity. 
Inftead of animating the foul to generous 
deeds, it defcends to fofter the fwellingsof 
valn-glory, and to beget the meannefs of often- 
tation or the vilenefs of hypocrifj* 

When the love of praife is perverted to fuch 
unworthy purpofes, it feldom accomplilhes its 
end. For though the artifices of deceit mqr 
fucceed for a while, and obtain for the xin- 
deferving a temporary applaufe, yet the con* 
fiitution of things has placed an infuperable 
bar between the praAice of iniquity and a du« 
rable reputation. The joy of the hypocrite, 
faith the fcripture, Ihall laft but for a moment* 
The name of the wicked fhall rot, and the 
remembrance of him perifli from the earth. 
Tea, the light of the wicked £ball be put out, 
and the fpark of his fire (hall not fhine. To 
the virtuous alone belongs the reward of laft- 
ing glory ; and the Almighty will not fuffer a 
ftranger. to intermeddle with their joy, Fqr 
them Providence has prepared the approba- 
tion of the age in which they live, and their 
memorial deicends to warm the admiration of 
fucc^eding times.. Light is Town for the uq- 
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tigbt ; the memory of the juft is bkfled ; and 
the righteous ihaU be la eTerlftftiftg remem- 
ifraDce, 

This, ChriftiaiiS) is a comfortable doftrine. 
It tends in ibme degree to reftrain the over- 
fldwings of iniquity % and it Aipporu the cou- 
rage of good men amid all the difficulties with 
which they have to ftruggle. Let me therd- 
finns ^laim your attendoni while I proceed to 
Aiggeft a few obfenratioDS, for the purpofe of 
tonfirming this important truth. That the 
yra£tice of righteoufnefs is the moft effcAual 
method to iecure the efteem and confidence 
of the men with whom we liYe,--^and that it 
lNr91 tnanfmit our names with honour to po- 
fterity. 

When God formed the human mind| he 
formed it after his own image, imprefled with 
the love of righteoufnefs, and the hatred of 
faiiquity* And though the j;lory of our na« 
cure be now much diefoced, yet the remains 
t>f this original conftitution are ftill found in 
it, difpofing us to approve and reverence what- 
ever bears the mark of integrity* Amid the 
ruins of the fall, virtue is (till a lovely form, 
fitted to attrad and captivate the heart of 
man* On every charafter that bears the im- 
preflion of her features, fhe difiufes a refiftlels 
>€harm, which renders it the natural objefb of 
our efteem, which gives us an intereft in its 
fortune, which extorts refpe£l from the wick- 
ed thcmfelvcs^ and forces them to acknow- 
ledge, 
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ledge, that the righteous is more CKccUent 
than his neighbour^ 

This approbation of worthy conduA is tl>c 
hnmediate dictate of our nature, and fprings 
up m our hearts wkhout any regard to the 
advantages that refult from it. We applaud 
juftice an^ generofity, when they appear in 
tliftant s^es, orin-diftant nations, though their 
^cfiefts do not extend to us. We refpeft the 
magnanimity and public fpirit of an enemy, 
«ven though they have hem employed againft 
our country. They have a value in them* 
felves, independent of the -circumftances in 
which they were exerted, and which every ra- 
tional mind mufl perceive and honour. 

But virtue appears ftill more lovely, when 
viewed in connexion with the advantages that 
fyring from it. God has rendered it neceC* 
fary» in a certain degree at leaft, to the exift- 
cnce of fociety ; and the voice of intereft con- 
curs with the voice of confcience to celebrate 
Its praife. It reprefents the righteous as blef- 
fings to the country where they dwell, as the 
firmed pillars of the ftate, and the only per- 
fons that, in the private intercourfe of life, 
<leferve the confidence of their brethren. The 
wicked you may indeed fee aflbciating toge- 
ther, for the purpofes of riot and diffipation, 
to fpend an idle hour, and to free themfelves 
from the horrors of folitude and reflcftioa. 
But who is the. man to whom they unbofom 
themfelves in the confidence of fccrec^ s \ci 
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vrhom they cling in the hour of difSicuIty ; 
^nd by whofe counfels they are condudled in 
^very matter of importance ? Who is the man 
to whom, on the bed of death, they commit 
the helplefs orphans whom they leave behind 
them ? In fuch inftances, their conduA pro- 
claims their reverence for virtue, and declares 
that the righteous man alone is the obje^l of 
their truA. Though his virtues be a reproof 
to their own wickednefs ; yet they cannot 
with-hold from hi^^ this honourable teftimo* 
ny of their approbation. 

But though righteoufnefs, where- ever it is 
perceived, be the natural and neceffary objeft 
of refpeA; yet, in the prefent fcene of confu- 
iion, it is too often mingled with circum- 
ilances that conceal it from the view of the 
world. The characters of the bed men are here 
ihaded with manifold imperfe<Stions. Even 
their good qualities are fometimes viewed 
through the medium of envy or of prejudice. 
The fliaft that flies in the dark may wound 
their reputation, and the competitions of in- 
tereft divert our attention from their me- 
rit. ^ But thefe circumftances have, for the 
moft part, but a temporary influence. In con- 
iequence of their operation, fingle and fcat- 
tered efibrts of virtue may be configned ta 
forgetfulnefs ; but an uniform fyftem of per- 
fevering goodnefs will, in general, overcome 
every obftacle, and obtain for the righteous,, 
even in their lifetime, the praife that is due 
to their integrity^ The God whom they ferve. 
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and in whofe hand are the hearts of men, 
will bring forth their righteoufnefs as the 
light, and their judgement as the noon daj^. 

A day at leaft is coming, which, in the or- 
dinary progrefs of events, difplays the cha« 
rasters of men with fufficient evidence, and 
beftows on the juft their merited applaufe* 
.When the work of life is finifhed, an awful 
tribunal is prepared for the dead in the hearts 
of thofe who furvive them, appointed by Hea* 
ven to review their condod, and to fix the 
meafure of their fame. Before this tribunal 
every man muft (land to receive his fentence': 
and Providence has fo arranged the t:ourfe of 
things, as to fecure, in mofl: cafes, an equi- 
table decifion for the righteous. Death re- 
moves the chief caufes of uncharitable judge- 
ment, and enables us to eftimate the value of 
departed worth, free from the influence of 
prejudice and paffion. The little jealoudes 
which darken the reputation of the living, 
feldom purfue them beyond the limits of the 
grave. Envy ceafes when their merit has cea- 
fed to be an obftaclc to our ambition. Their 
imperfections are buried With their bodies in 
the tomb, and foon forgotten ; while their 
better qualities, recalled often to our thoughts, 
and heightened by the inconveniencies which 
their departure occafions, live in the remem« 
forance of their neighbours, and receive the 
tribute of juft approbation* We are even 
willing to repay them by an excefs of ^t^vfc 
for the injury wc did them while aVv^t. ^tt\- 
G 2 \iAtac\ 
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brance of the righteous. When we commit 
their bodies to the dufV^ ve may trufl that 
their memory will furvive the luins of this 
mortal tabernacle, and that their fpirits have 
gone to mingle in tke Toclety of the bleflcd. 
On their account, therefore, we are not per- 
mitted to weep. But when the faithful fail 
from among men, we may weep for ourfelves, 
and for our children. On the prefent mourn- 
ful occafion, we may furely, without a crime, 
join our voice to the general lamentation of 
our country, and weep at the remembrance 
of departed virtue. The diftinguifhed per- 
ibn, whofe remains we lately configned to the 
tomb, was endeared to us by peculiar ties* 
Living under his immediate protection, we faw 
more diftinftly the wifdom of his condudt; 
-and feemed to participate in the honours that 
were paid him. Defcended from a race of 
patriots?, whofe fervices to their country your 
infant tongues were taught to rehearfe, he add- 
ed new luftre to the ancient reputation of his 
family. Receiving from nature tke principles 
of a vigorous underftanding, which had been 
carefully improved by a regular and extenCvc 
^education, he foon attained diftinguifhed e* 
minence in his profeiSon at the bar. *At an 
early period of his life, he was called by his fo- 
Tereign to take an a£tive {hare in the direAion 
of public bufinefs *, and in the feafon of dan- 
ger, when a generous, but mifguided, multi* 
tude threatened the ruin of our conftitution, he 
contributed, in a very confiderable degree, by 
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called to witnefs and approve his virtue. The* 
envy may fometimes feek to blaft bis rifin^ 
glory, and rivals threaten to fap the founda- 
tion of his greatnefs* yet integrity is his fare 
.defence, and the applauding voice of a nation 
h lifted up to deprecate his fall. Every heart 
takes an intereft in his fortunesr To his de- 
clining years, good men look forward as to 
a public calamity «• If be fickens, the ikilful 
of the land attend' his couch with filial foli- 
citude \ the anxious voice of mquiry is heard 
at his door *, and the prayers of the faithful 
afcend to heaven<for his recovery. And when 
he falls his country mourns. Her forrowing 
nobles aflemble in crowds to pay the laft ten* 
der tribute to his memory ; the poor bewail 
(he lofs of their proteAor; and the widow 
aad the orphan are feen weeping at his grave. 
But angels have bended from theii: thrones ro 
receive their kindred fpirit, ta rejoice with 
him at the remembrance of the labours he has 
fuftained, and to welcome his arrival in the 
manfions of the juft. His«bleeding country, 
with a generous ardour, labours to perpetuate 
^s woith. The tears of genius fall around 
his tombw. The faithful page of the hiftoriaa 
records his fame, and the feulptured marble 
tranfmits to pofterity the image of the dead. 
O ! may it roufe them to the imitation of his 
virtues ; and, like the mantle of Elijah, con- 
vey to future patriots a portion of his fpirit ! 

Such, Chriftians, is the care which Provi« 
dence has taken to pergetuatc the i:&vsv^^^ 
G 3 '^t'^.w^^ 
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cf Fk*eiideDts. During the long period of his 
adminiflration^Juflice flowedthrough the land 
io a clear untroubled ftream, free from thofe 
ebdru^lioDS that have been fo often permitted 
to retard its courfe, and which are fometimes 
more ruinoud to the oontending parties than 
an iniquitous decifion. Affiduous himfelff and 
ardent in the duties of his profeffion, he in* 
^ired into the breafis of his colleagues a por-^ 
rion of the fame fpirit, and introduced into 
hw-proceedings a vigour and difpatch hitherto 
unknown. Notwithftanding the great increafe. 
ef bufiaefs which the increafedprofperitjof the 
nation muft have neccflarilj oecafionedj he 
left at his death a fmaller number of unde« 
cided caufes than an j of his predecefibrs^» 

Thefe were the circumftances that attrafted 
the apphufe of his cotemporarieS| and which 
have rendered his death an irreparable cala* 
mit^ to the nation. But bj us, my Brethren^ 
he was known for other virtues. The public 
have lolt a faithful and able magiftrate ; but 
we have loft a father and a friend; We faw 
him in the more private walks of life, and ex- 
perienced the warmth of his attachment^ or 
the bleffings of his proteftion. The fame ar- 
dour of mind that marked his public charac* 

^ At his admiflion to the office, he found' btifinefaf 
that had been ready for receiving the judgement of 
the Court for more than two years. At jhis deaths, 
no caufe remained undecided that had been ready fot 
decifion a few weeks before^. 

tcr^ 
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ter, defcended with him to his retirement^ 
to enliveD his devotion, and to prompt his be- 
nevolence. Attached to the ordinances of re* 
ligion, and active in his duty as a member of 
the church, he was ftudious to give you, ia 
this holy place,, an example of that public re* 
verence which is due from all to the Fathec 
of their fpirits. Hofpitable inhis difpofitionf. 
attentive in his manner, lively in his coiwer« 
iation, and fteady in his friendihips, he was 
peculiarly formed to fecure the efteem of his 
acquaintance, and to promote the intercourfe 
of focial life.- The poor who mourn for his 
lofsy and his domefiics who have grown old 
in. his fervice^ teflify the general hiunanity of 
his mind» But his family alone knew the 
warmth of his paternal. affeAiona; his family 
alone, and thofe who have feen him mingling 
with them in tlie tendernefs of domefllc en* 
dearment, who have marked his eye fwimming 
with a parent's fondnefs, while he furveyed 
the numerous progeny fent by Heaven to blifs 
the evening of his day, and to tranfmit the 
memory and the image of his virtues to their 
fucceeding race. Thefe were affcAions which 
he laboured to conceal. But they were markr 
ed by thofe who ftudied his conduA: they are 
recorded in the regifter of heaven,, and will 
meet their reward. 

Such were the qualities that adorned the 11- 
luftrious Judge whofe death we now deplore. 
If be bad his failings, (and the lot of huma*- 
65 ' ii^vi%« 
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tixjt alas ! was allb his}^ the; were the fail* 
legs of a great mmA^ and fprang from the 
fame impetiK>fit7 of temper which was the 
fource of his Bobleft virtues. But they are 
Dow gone ta the drear abode of forgetfulnefs ; 
while his better qualities live in the hearts of 
the good, and will defcend in the records of 
fame to roufe the emulation of diftant ages. 
He has gone himfelf to his defined habita- 
tion, to appear before the Great Judge of all, 
and to receive according to his deeds» Let 
us, my Brethren, prepare to follow him. For 
though we be flill permitted to prolong the 
term of our probation, and to enjoy the (b- 
ciety of our friends on earth, yet we alfo muft 
foon enter the narrow houfe, and mingle ouir 
bones with the afhes of our fathers. God a* 
lone knows the hour that is appointed to lay 
us with the dead. To fome, he grants a term 
of many years, and enables them to rejoice 
in them all ; while others fcarccly open their 
eyes to the light of heaven, when he com- 
mands them to withdraw again into darkneift 
and difappear. Of thofe who joined us ia 
paying funeral honours to the deceafed, one 
illuArious fhade has gone already to vifit 
him in the land' of fouls ♦. Our lot will 
follow in its turn. The prefent day alone is 
ours. Even before it has reached its clofe^ 

♦ John Earl of Hyndford, who died fuddcniy on 
Ihe third day after the interment of his friend the 
Lord Pre^dent. 
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the aogel of death may have ralfed his hand 
to heai^jD^ and fwom by Hkn tl^at Uveth for 
ever, that time, with regard to us, (hall be 
no more*. If, at this fokmn moment, he were 
to defcend in the terrors of his wrath, and» . 
fianding vifibly before us, to fommon us away 
to the aflembly of our fathers, what would. 
be the feelings of our hearts ! and that awhil 
moment is ftA approaching to us all. Let |it« 
{Nrepare to meet it with the compofure and the 
confidence of Chriftians* Let us live the life 
of the righteous, and our laft end ihall be 
like his. Then when we fall^ we (hall fall 
lamented by the good ; and while our bodies 
fleep in the filence of the tomb, our names 
ihall be in everlafting remembrance, and our. 
fpirits ihall rife to the habitations of the jpft». 
Amen* 
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Search the Scriptures.. 



THE books of the Old and New Tefta* 
ment are received with reverence by: 
the whole Chriftian world. All in every, 
land, who name the name of Jefus, agree int. 
acknowledging them to be the Scriptures gi- 
ven by infpiration ©f God : but they differ 
in the method of tcftifying their reverence.. 
The Church of Rome^ profeffing to confider 

^2q^ 



On tie advantages off 6^ f^ 

l&is tveafure as too facred, and tooJiable to 
abufej. to be committed to ordinary hands^ 
lock it up in a tranflation which is now uo- 
derftood only by the learned | and they conw 
municate to the people fuch parcels^ with fuch 
interpreutions as they judge expedient. That 
great body of Chriftiaos^ on the other. hand» 
who have, feparated from the Ghurch of 
Rome, adopting this precept of our Lord as 
the principle of their feparation, have been 
careful to diftribute copies of the Scriptures 
in a known tongue. For more than two 
centuries the Scriptures have been publilhed 
in that language which is moft generally fpo- 
ken.in Gseat Bcitain.^. There, is no book fo 
univerfally fpread amongft us.: none of the 
fame fize that may be fa cheaply purchafed* 
k is put into the hands of the people in their 
childhood; it condnues their companion 
through lifev and all the authority which 
they are accuftomed to refpeft. concurs U^.ei^ 
joining thefearch of the Scriptures. 

While the greater part of the inhabitants of 
this iiland thus found eafy accefs to the Scrip- 
tures in their native tongue, while the progrefs 
of improvement in the low countries was daily 
increaiing the number of. thofe who, even in 
the humbler ranks of life, receive that educa« 
tion which qualifies them to read the- Scrip- 
tures, the Society, before whom I now fpeak, 
direAed their attention to thofe comers of the 
ifl^nd where . the fituatijon of the natives was 
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imucli more trnfaronrsble. Their origmal 
chsfter grants them poorer *' to receive con- 
tribcrttonSi and tfaereirith to ere£t and maintain 
ichbols in the Highlands and iflands of Scot- 
land^ fDr the purpofe of teaching to read>. 
rft)eciaHf the Holy Scriptures.* Ubder this 
tmtfaoxity, they have proceeded^ during the 
courfe of this century, gradually extending 
their fchools, with the increafe of their capi- 
tal, through the moft convenient Aations: 
They require the matters whom they employ 
to teach the fcholars to read and fpeak the 
Englilh tongue, and to tranflate Gaelic into 
Englifh: They diftribute Englifh Bibles to 
tlipfe fcholars whofe parents are unable to buy 
them; and» knowing the predilection which 
the inhabitants of thofe diftriAs have for their 
native language, they have invited them to 
fearch the Scriptures,, by publifhing firft the 
.New Teftamcnt, afterwards the Pentateuch, 
and lately the Prophets, in the Gaelic tongue ; 
and they have given notice thata tranilation 
of the remaining books of the Old Teftament. 
is very foon to follow. 

This great work, by. which the Society in. 
Scotland for propagating Chriftian knowledge 
are juft about to crown their pious labours,, 
has naturally directed my attention to the fub- 
jeft which my text prefcnts. Many ufeful and. 
important topics connected with the inttitu* 
tion of this Society, have been illuttrated with 
diftinguiihed learning and eloquence upon fi« 

milar. 
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milar occafiotu $ tot I may hope that I fluA 
not perform an unacceptable iervioe to tiiofe 
before whom I fpeat:, while I contribute my 
endeavours to promote the primary oVjcSt of 
their attention ; whik| with the seaA of a good 
citizen^ with the plainnefs and eameftaeft 
which become a preacher of the goTpel^ I re» 
commend to my countrymen the fearch of the 
Scriptures. 

I fhall endeavour to ftate the advantages 
which may be derived from feardring the 
Scriptures ; and I ihall then fuggeft fome di» 
re£tions for (earching them fo as to reap thofe 
advantages. 

I. Searching the Scriptures is uTefiil for our 
information — for our comfort— for the direc* 
tion of our conduA. 

I. Searching the Scriptures is ufeful for our 
Information. 

♦* All Scripture,** fays the Apoftle Paul, 
^ is pro6tat)le for doftrinc,** that is, for 
teaching truth, ** and for reproof,** thatis» for 
confuting error. I comprehend both, when I 
lay^ that fearching the Scriptures is ufeful for 
information. 

When the Scriptures were firft publifhed, 
they brought to light many important truths : 
They were eagerly read by thofe who received 
them *, and the different parts of them were 
compared in order to attain the full meaning 
of that which they taught. The importance 
oi the fubjeA ilill remaiu^^ Wx vvV'dk^X^^^^^^ 
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kfs intcrcfting by the want of novelty. Thofe 
who live in a Chriftian country are trained in 
the fiaith of that fyftem which the Scriptures 
veyeat: Their curiofity is early fadsfied) and 
as they advance inlife^ and engage in a multi* 
plicity of bufinefsy they are ready tm account 
the fearch of the Scriptures a duty lefs need- 
ibl than it was in former times^ becaufe they 
fuppofe that the knowledge conveyed in them 
18 BOW completely incorporated with the 
whole mafs of human knowledge, and may 
eaiily be acquired by converfattoa, by the efta^ 
Uiflied methods of inftrudlion, and by other 
books. 

This is the amount of that apology which 
many who acknowledge the divine authority 
of the Scriptures, pretend to offer for the very 
fmall portion of their time which they fpend 
in reading them ; and by this carelefs apolo- 
gy, they would reprefent that duty which my 
text prefcribes to all, as the bufinefs of a par- 
ticular profefflon* or as one of the many a- 
mufements which leifure aad curiofity open to 
the learned. 

It is obvious that this apology is very in«> 
confiftent with that love of truth, that fpirit of 
enquiry, that liberty of judgement which are 
defervedly the boaft of modern times. Why 
ihould thofe who are commanded '* not t« 
*« call any- man their mafter upon earth,'* fub- 
mit to human fyftems of Ghriftian dodrine as 
the rule of their faith, when the book from 
wUch every fyftem profefl&s tg dccive its au- 
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vhorityi is put into their hands ? Does it not 
become every man, in a matter of fuch im*> 
portance, ^ to Judge of htm&lf what is 
** right i** to learn «* the truth, as it is in 
** Chrift Jefus,''' from thofe to whom it was 
communicayjed by the Spirit, and to avoid the 
impurities wnich this living water may have 
contraAed in the channels that have conveyed 
it to us, by drinking it unmixed at the foun- 
tain-head ? 

If the evidence of our Holy Religion, could 
be comprifed withiathe compafs of a fhort de« 
xnonftration,.and tf faith were nothing mora 
than an aflent to the triuh thus demonftrated^ 
there might appear to be lefs occaiion foe 
Searching the Scriptures. But it is well 
knQwn» that the argument for the truth of 
Ghriftianity con£lAs of a multitude of cir<:um^ 
ftances which are not perceived at one view, 
but are gradually imprefled upon the mind; 
and even* that faith, which is the foundation of 
the Chriftian charaAer, is a- trial of the good^* 
nefs and honefty of the heart. Searching the 
Scriptures is, in this way, an eflent-ial part of 
the education of a Chriftian. A perfon who 
has been accufiomed to admire the labottred 
produAions of human genius, is not at firft 
delighted with the fimplicity and fublimity of 
the word of God. " The natural man recei- 
** veth not^ the things of God, for they arc 
•* fooliflinefs to him." But by fearching the 

Scrigturcsv 
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Scriptures, our underftanding is enlarged fo 
as to receive the whole counfel of God. By 
comparing things fpirityal with fpirituaU we 
are enabled to difcern them ; and, when 
•* the word of ChriiB: dwells in us richly ,** 
we come to have in ourfelvcs that witneft 
which is to us the moft fatisfying, how for fu- 
perior the Scriptures are to all human compo- 
iitions. 

Every perfon knows that the Scriptures con- 
tain prediQions of future events; and everyr 
Chriftian has a general impreffion that many 
of thefe prediAions have been accooipli(hed. 
But it is only by revieliring them frequently, 
and comparing them with hiftory, that wr 
dan attain any conception how literal and hov(r 
minute that fulfilment has been. ^* Search 
*• the Scriptures,** fays Jefus, ^* for thefe arc 
** they which teftify of me." The prcdiftions 
of the Old Tcftament refpefting the Meffiah, 
and the hiftory of the Divine Perfon who ap^- 
pears in the New Teftament claiming that 
character, illuftrate, in the moft beautiful 
manner, the continuity of the whole difpen- 
fation of grace ; and they fumilh an inftance 
of the fulfilment of prophecy, which has this 
peculiar advant^e, that extent of reading and 
depth of reflection are not neceiTary in order 
to judge of it. That book which is in the 
pofleflion of every Chriftian» contains both the 
prophecy and the event : the progreffive open- 
ing of the prophecy from the beginning of 

the 
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tlie world till the e^cnt draws near, may be 
traced by every reader; the hiftory of the e« 
vent perpetually leads him back to the pre* 
di£tioD ; and the refemblance is fo ftri« 
king that he cannot avoid making a com- 
parifon. — Thofe who have leifure and op- 
portunity for further refearches are able 
to trace the fulfilment of many other pro- 
phecies: The fubje£t has undergone much 
difcuffion ; and that coincidence between the 
-prediAion and the event, which, in numberlels 
mftances, afionifhes thofe to whom it is firft 
prefented, has only been placed in a more ftri« 
king light by the moft laborious and learned 
inveftigations. There are^ it is true, many 
prophecies in Scripture which are ftill very im* 
perfeftly underftood. But various events have 
explained to us fome parts of thefe prophe- 
cies, and give us aflurance that every word 
has a meaning, and will have an accomplifh- 
ment. We endeavour, therefore, by fearch- 
ing the Scripturest to catch the light which^ 
in the courfe of Divine Providence, is gradu- 
ally refleAed upon what we do not under* 
ftand ; and although we acknowledge the va- 
nity of attempting to foretell future events by 
a conjectural explication of dark expreffions^ 
yet, judging from what we have fccn, we re- 
gard the prophecies contained in the Scrip- 
tures as an evidence of their divine original, 
which grow:s with the lapfe of timet which 
cannot be overturned by any corruptions in 
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the Cbriftian churchi by any power of fe- 
phiftry or of ridicule in its enemies ; and we 
reft in faith and hope, that, to fome of th-e 
generations of men, this evidence will be fo 
clearly illuftrated by the fucceffion of events 
in the church of Chrift, as to convince even 
thofe who finall then be moft difpofed to re- 
fift the truth. 

All who believe in the exiftence of a So- 
preme Being, may know from the works of 
nature, that *' he does marvellous things which 
^< we cannot comprehend \^ and all who be- 
lieve in the extraordinary revelations which^ 
he has vouchfafed to the human race, receive 
them upon the faith of thofe figns and won»- 
ders by which they were ufhered into the 
world. But the extent of power therein dif- 
played,, the working of that Almighty arm^, 
which, by methods in- our eyes the moft un<- 
Jikely,. has conducted from the beginning of 
the world the great fchemes of Divine Provi- 
dence, are thought of with becoming reve* 
rence only by the perfons who read and pon- 
der the fimple accounts of thofe tranfaAions 
which the Scriptures contain. In the miracles 
ef the gofpel efpecially,, it is not merely the 
power, but the mixture of power and grace^ 
the oondefceniion, tendernefs, and delicacy, 
which the narration of the evangelifts exhi- 
bits, that chara£terife the works of Jefus, and 
(hew to an attentive reader the hand o£ God* 
with the man '^ who went about doing goodJ* 

As 
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As the (carch of the Scriptures b profitable 
for ** doArioe," for teaching us the excellence 
and the e^dence of religion, it is profitable alfo 
^ for reproof," and in this refped too, it may 
be faid to extend our information. 

Many circumftances have confpired to ren- 
der the Scriptures a favourite fubjeA of ridi* 
cule and fophiftry to the icomer ; and thofe 
who are Grangers to this book are eafily mif- 
led by his words, becaufe they are unable to 
give any rational account of the detached paC- 
fages which they hear him mifreprefent. But 
that acquaintance with the general fcheme of 
the Scriptures, with the connexion and de- 
pendency of the feveral parts, which is acqui- 
YtA by reading them carefully, prepares a 
Chriftian to give an anfwer to every one that 
aiketh a reafon of the hope that as in him, 
and qualifies him to difcem the futility of 
thofe obje£tions which arife from partial 
views, or from the petulance of men *^ who 
*^ fpeak evil of the things which they know 
^* not.*' 

** Rcprpof* is neceflary, not for the fcorn- 
er only, but alfo for the falfe prophet. The 
faith and praAice of Chriftians have been of- 
ten perverted, and their confciences have been 
fubjefled to the traditions and commandments 
of men. They who were mifled fell into this 
corruption and flavery by ncglefting to fearch 
the Scr;ptures : They were delivered out of it 
by that pure and complete information which 
is to be derived from the word of Gvid. Vv 
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was after the church of Rome had taken a- 
way the key of knowledgei and forbidden the 
people the ufe of this book, that (he was able 
to impofe the full vceight of that grievous 
yoke under which the Chrifiian world long 
groaned : And it was when our forefathers 
prefumed to open this book, that they began 
to make themfelves free. From hence they 
derived irrefiftible weapons. By the light of 
ScripturCi they expofed to fcorn the fabulous 
legends, the abfurdities, the idolatry, and the 
uncharitable fpirit of thofe who had kept 
them in bondage. The various forms of er- 
ror, with all the fanftion which they derived 
from authority, cuftom, and fuperftition, were 
unable to ftand before the truth : And the 
fearch of the fcriptures hath eftablifhcd thar 
rational fyftem of faith, that fpiritual worfhip, 
thofe rights of private judgement and mutual 
toleration, and thofe pure conceptions of Chri- 
ftian duty, which are the glory of the reform- 
ed churches. — If ever a night of fuperftition 
fhall again overfpread the Chriftian world, it 
will arife from that negleA of the Scriptures 
which grows with the impiety of modern times ; 
for the ignorant are always an eafy prey to 
impofture, while every well inftrufted Chri- 
ftian raifeth, in his place, a mound againft the 
return of fpiritual tyranny. 

It is the honour of the Society before whom I 
fpeak, that they have trodden in the path of the 
firft reformers. By teaching the inhabitants of 
the Highlands and iflands of Scotland to read 
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the HoIyScriptures, and by furnifliing them with 
copies of this book in the Gaelic tongue^ they 
- take the moft efFeflual method of combatmg 
the errors of Popery in thofe diftrifts where 
diat corrupted form of Chrrftianity ftill pre- 
vails. They oppofe to the feducing arts of 
Popifh teachers, that knowledge which fuch 
teachers have always been moftfolicitous to fup« 
prefs ; and they enable thofe who fat in dark* 
nefs, to adopt the words in which David ce- 
lebrates the information derived from that part 
of the Scriptures which was publi(hed in his 
days, ** Thou, through thy commandmentSj^ 
<* haft made me wifer than mine enemies ^ for 
«• they are ever with me. I underftand more 
<< than the ancients, for thy teftimonies are 
«* my meditation." 

2. Searching the Scriptures is ufeful for our 
Comfort. 

The underftanding of man is delighted and 
improved by receiving information ; but he 
ftands in need of fomething more. The goods 
which this world offers are unable to fatisfy 
his foul ; and all the objefls to which he clings 
upon eanh confefs their infufficiency at thofe 
very times when he has the moft occafion for 
fupport. Amidft the viciflitudes and calami- 
ties to which his life is expofed, he has direc- 
ted his eyes from earth to heaven, and, by 
making his complaint to thofe fuperior beings 
whom unaflifted reafon taught him to acknow- 
ledge, he has fought to find, in a communi- 
cation with them, that i:elief which the crea- 
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tureswere unable to yield. But this pureft 
iburcc of comfort was early -empoifoned by 
idolatry and fuperilition. The human mind, 
in its wanderings, forfook the living God; 
and that which i^as called religion, became, in 
fome refpeAs, fo childilh, that it could not 
reach a wounded fptrit;* and in others, Co 
gloomy, that h added to the natural horror 
of affllAion. 

How defirable then to man is that facred 
book, where all the revelations which the true 
God hat& made of himfelf are collected for 
his benefit ; where religion, Aripped of thofc 
terrors which are not its own^ and no longer 
clouded by the miftakes of human fancy, ap- 
pears witli its native power of foothing and 
invigorating the mind. 

We fee in the Scriptures one Almighty Be- 
ing, the Creator and Preferver of all thofe 
parts of nature which the blinded nations 
fuppofed to be animated by a multiplicity of 
gods, providing this earth with every thing 
neceflary for the fuftenance and amufement of 
its nobleft inhabitant.; extending a fatherly 
care over all the offspring of that one pair 
whom he made after his own iinage, and exer- 
cifing, in a variety of difpenfations, that moral 
government of which they are the fit fubjcfts : 
'TVe fee him employing the illumination of one 
people, to preferve, in the midft of idolatry 
and wickednefs, the knowledge and the hopes 
of true religion, and preparing the world, by 

the 



tbc condud of a fchcmc cf Providence vhlch 
was opeccd firom ibe beginning, for the ap* 
peiirance of that perfbn, vho came, in the ful- 
Deis of time, from the bofom of his Father, 
to declare him nnto us, whofe death is the a- 
tonement for the fins of the world, who(c rc- 
furreftion is the ailiirance that his (acrifice was 
accepted, *' who entered into glonr, that our 
*' faith and hope might be in God;** and 
whole religion, Ipread over the world by the 
power that is given unto him, is the appoint* 
cd mean of enlightening the Uinded nations, 
and of uniting the whole human race in the 
knowledge, the woiihip, and the love of one 
God and Father of all, through one Mediator, 
die man Chrift Jefiis. 

Thb is the fyftem of grace and confolatioR 
which the Scriptures unfold. It brings to the 
heart of man, under every perplexity, every 
fear, and every forrow, that precious balm 
which the world canifot give : It cheers thofc 
who know no other joy ; and while it alle- 
viates the burdens of this life, it opens the 
moft delightful profpefls after the time of 
bearing them is at an end. 

The truth of this fyftem is believed by all 
who receive the Scriptures : Its power in heal- 
ing the broken-hearted is felt only by thofc 
who fearch them : For the confolation of the 
Scriptures is not concentrated in one part of 
this facred book, but, with divine munificence, 
is fcattered throughout the whole in all dif- 
ferent forms, and they who m;xke \\vt tcvo^\. 

. Vol. JV. H <^\\\^ttxv 
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diligent fearch gather the largeft (lore. In the 
Scriptures, that power, wifdom, and goodnels 
which, when united, form the proper objed 
of truft to a feeble ignorant creature, are ex- 
hibited in the mod ftriking light, not by de« 
fcription merely, but fay a record of their va- 
rious exertions : The whole extent of crea- 
tion, and the whole conduft of Providence, 
arc perpetually prefented to us, in this book, 
under that afpeCt which enables us to under- 
fland from them the loving-kindnefs of the 
Xtord *, and the death of Chrift is ftated as the 
facred pledge given to man that <he Lord is 
gracious, and full of coihpaffion. " What- 
*• foever things were written here afore-time, 
** were written for our learning, that we, thro* 
'* patience and comfort of the Scriptures, 
** might have hope." The meffages fent by 
the ancient prophets to thofe nations with 
whom the Almighty was pleafed to maintain 
a fpccial intcrcourfe, abound with the moii 
condefcending views of the Divine Majefty^ 
the moft rich and tender promifes. In the 
many hiflories of good men which the Scrip- 
tures record, we fee the fulfilment of thofe 
promifes, the watchful care of Providence ex- 
emplified, the friends of God ever with him^ 
afflifted yet not forfaken, chaftened in faith- 
iulnefs and in love, raifed out of the depth of 
affli£tion, and compafied about with fongs of 
deliverance. Their experience of his good- - 
nefs removes our diftruft ; their exprefiions of 
iiiai3k£ulncfs rebuke our murmurings. Whcji 
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we read the prayers and praifes which their 
pious fouls breathed, our hearts begin to fym- 
pathife with theirs ; and when, in fimijar cir- 
cumftaaces, we adopt the (ime language, we 
feel our breads glow with a portion of their 
(pirit. There is no fituation in all the viciiE- 
tudes of human life to which fome ekpreifions 
in the Pfalms are aot.appofite. Every devout 
perfon finds his own condition delineated ; 
and the oftener he draws out of this well, he 
imbibes the more fully the fentiments which 
that condition ought to infpire. 

Could we promife to pds through life with- 
eut forrow.and without change, we might ac* 
count the precept in my text a needlefs in* 
junction. But if our gracious Father^ know* 
ing *that man is born to trouble, hath pro* 
vided in the Scriptures a cordial adapted 
to every capacity and every tafte, it is furely 
our wifdom to ufe it. The carelefs reader 
muft mifs the treafure ^contained in a book 
where the moft interefting hiftories, the moft 
fublime poetry, the plainest wards of promife, 
and the tendereft eflfufions of devotion, are 
beautifully thrown together. But to them 
who fearch the Scriptures, the confolation o- 
pened from thofe various Sources is fully im- 
parted 4 it is imprefled upoa their minds, and 
they are not enly foothed during the action of 
reading, but they lay up a florp for the time 
of need.— Perfons who have occafion to vifit 
the afflifted, know hoyr dreary and barrca 
thofe minds are which have uo acc^ivtiv^tvc^ 
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; -with the Scriptures, how fwcetly and power- 
fully the promifes, the experiences, and the 
devotions contained in this book, recur, in the 
day of trouble, to thofe who have made them 
their meditation. • 

Thi»is the cordial which has been fent to the 
remote corners of this country, where many of 
the conveniencies of poUihed life have not yet 
been introduced, where the refources of other 
ftudy and knowledge are litde kno^n, where 
the help of the (kilful is often very diftant, 
and there is not that kindly alleviation of di« 
ftrefi which arifes from the fympathy and aid 
of a numerous neighbourhood. The Society 
in Scotland for propagating Chriftian Know- 
ledge have gladdened the bleak mountain, the 
fequeflered glen, the lonely iflands of a ftor- 
my Tea, by introducing into them a found 
which is more chearing than the countenance 
of a friend. The widow, the fatherlefs, the 
poor, the fick, the mourner, the folitary, (hall 
blefs you for that familiar acquaintance with 
the Scriptures which you have furnifhed them 
with the means of acquiring : They will feel 
your gift to be ** better than thoufands of gold 
*< and filver ;'* and they will henceforth be 
able to 'fay with David, ** Thy ftatutes have 
•* bten my fongs in the houfe of my pilgri- 
•* mage. Thy teftimonies have I taken as 
** an heritage for ever. When my foul melt- 
" eth for heavinefe, thy word quickeneth 
'* me." 

3. Searching 
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3. Searching the Scriptures is vjeful for thi 
Direction of our Conduct. 

The end of religion is good conduA : The 
rnformadon of religion is communicated in or- 
der •• to furnifii us for every good work ;** 
and the comforts of religion are experienced 
only by thofc who work the works of God. 
Accordingly, the Apoftle Paul fays, that ** all 
*• Scripture is profitable for corrci^ion and 
•' inftruAion m righteoufnefs j" ** for correc- 
•* tion,** that is, for amending thofe who have 
erred ; •* for inftruftion,'* that is, for train* 
ing men in the way in which they ought to 
walk. 

<*' God hath (hewn to man what is good ; 
•* and that which the Lord requires of him>*^ 
may be deduced from his natural fenfe of 
right and wrong ; from his relation to God 
and to his fellow- creatures \. from juft views 
of his own iniei'eft, and the ?nterefts of fo- 
ciety ; from an enlarged comprehenfion of the 
ways of Providence. It is certain, however^ 
that the knowledge of that role of life which 
may, in this manner, be deduced, has never 
been completely or univerfaify attained in any 
country which was not blefled with an extra* 
ordinary revelation. The laws of human fo- 
clety, even when they provide with vvifdom 
for the peace and good order of the commu- 
nity, do not attempt to wafli the heart from 
wickednefs $ and the mod admired conftitu* 
tions of civil government have foftcred dif- 
pofitions ver/ incbnfiftent wivb. 'p>at^ N\t\\\«* 

H 3 t:v^^' 
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Thofe dedu£tion8> of our duty which we find 
ID the writings of a few i»en whom Frovi^ 
dence raifed upin the midft of Heathen dark- 
nefs, remain a^ monuments how agreeable 
good conduct is to the moft enlightened rea- 
fon of man.. At the fame time, had their de« 
du£lions been nearer to perfe£lion than they 
are, they would not have produced^much ef<- 
i€&. They were couafels delivered without 
authority; they were unable to prcfcrve the 
purity of ihofe wljio received tbem^ and they 
were not publiihed to^ the world/ The great 
body of the peoj^ were left te entertain con- 
ceptions of the duties of life which were both* 
gFofs and narrow ;* No moral roftrudlion was 
adminiftered fufficient to remedy the corrup- 
tion of their manners, and the natural fentU 
mcnts of the mind were perverted by the pre-*' 
vailing fupei^hion* 

It cannot be denied that mankind^ innhefo 
circumfiances> ftood in need of a plain, ex« 
pliciti authoritative declaration of their duty r 
And taking the Scriptures in the fimpleft 
view as avrule^ of life, they will be allowed to 
be a mofiufeful book». Here is a ftandard of 
conduct, which is lefs liaUc than any othe^ 
to be perverted by cuftom,. or paffion, or in-.- 
tereft ; a fafe unerring guide^ to which in eve-- 
ry fituation, we may, without fear, commit 
ourfelves; a voice from heaven, faying, " This' 
*• is the way, walk ye in it." The obligation 
of good condud is not here left to reft upon 
xc^nings which arc. Itvel to the capacities of 
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fcw^ and which hardly tooch the hearts of 
thofe who are able co perceive them ; but h 
b refolvcd into the will of our Creator. The 
iDoft venerable authority is oppofed to the im^ 
petuoiity of paffion ; — the moft intercfting ob- 
je&s to the gains of iniquity ;. — the moft exalt- 
ed affeflions to the pleafures of fin ; — the un- 
derftandingy the confcience^ and the heart 
are addrefied at once j — and every other mode 
of inflfuflion appears to be feeble^ when 
compared with the energy of the word of 
God. 

But we derive little benefit from the bare 
knowledge of that rule of life which the Scrip- 
tures contain : That they may be profitable ta 
us *^ for corre&ion and inftrudtion in righ- 
" teoufnefe^" we muft fearch them. A wife 
£ather does not attempt to pour at once into 
the mind of his fon all the inftru£llon which 
is needed through the journey of life ; but he 
oftea repeats ta him the many-cautions which 
paternal care iuggefts to the heedlefihefs o£ 
youth ; he prefents to him objects that mini- 
fier to his improvement ; he furnifhes hinv 
with frequent opportunities of obfcrvation and 
seflefUon ; and even when he does not appear 
to teachj he leads him to grow wife by the 
exercife of his own powers. Under this fa* 
miliar image, you may perceive the profitable. 
Iiefs of fearching the Scriptures. This book^ 
like the book of nature, is full of inftrufUon ; 
and the method of teaching is fo pcrfeftly ad-- 
H 4 ?^\j\v:\. 
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apted to the minds of tliofe to whom it is 
addrefled, that every one who is attentive may 
karn from it ** wifdom, and juftice, and c- 
** quity.'* In one place, the general priticiplcs 
of a good life are fiated concifcly; in another, 
they are fpread out in the detail of the duties 
of different relations. Here, the perfedlion 
after which we ought to afpire is held forth 
without limitation \ there, the commandment 
is accommodated with grace to the infirmities 
©f our nature* God fpeaks to us in this book 
with authority, with gentlcnefs, in precept, in 
promifc, in threatening, in fimilitude, in alle- 
gory. His commandments meet us in fo many 
forms that we arc always put in remembrance \ 
and if we only retain his words, we fhalLfind 
his hand, wherefoever we are, leading us in 
the right paih^ His precepts come to be en- 
graven upon our hearts by ** enfamples which 
** are written for our admonition.'* There are 
many hiftories in Scripture which prefent to 
lis the protedlion and blcfling that attend the 
righteous, «* the curfe,that is in the houfe of 
** the wicked.^** The virtues of good men are 
difplayed in the midft of perils and tempta- 
tions, to incite us to be followers of them ; 
their failings are recorded, to teach us humi- 
lity and circumfpeftion. We fee in the life 
uf Jefus, a charafter free from every fliade of 
human weaknefs, yet foftencd by every tender 
feeling ; a man like ourfelves, who was more 
ifverelj triedj^ and more firm than any hero^ 
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jet more amiaUe than the faireft of the foii» 
of men. The fimpficitj with which this cha* 
rader b delineated, wins the heart ; and Jefus 
commands us to fearch the Scriptures, that 
we may fee him going before ur in alt that he 
enjoins, and that the cords of love may thu» 
bind his yoke upon thofe who confider his 
virtues. 

Such is the variety of infiruAion by which 
the Scriptures explain and enforce our duty^ 
and reconcile our hearts to the practice of it : 
And this is the perfect teaching with whick 
the Society in Scotland for propagating Chri* 
fiian knowledge has furniihed thole whom par* 
dcular ^if^dvanuges had retained longer than 
jihe inhabitants of other parts of the ifland in^- 
the rudenefs of our auceftors, and whole Io«^ 
cal traditions and cuftoms, while they che- 
riihed fome virtues, were unfavourable to that^ 
uniformity of good conduct which is the per- 
fection of the human character. By putting, 
the words of this book into their mouth, and 
alluring them to meditate in the law of God 
day and night, you have afforded the moft. 
effe£lual and certain aid to the dictates of pru« 
dence, of confcience, and of kind affcdlion. 
You have given a guard to their intigrity, a 
bridle to their paffions, and an incentive to 
their languor. If they make '* the leflimonics. 
" of the Lord their counlellors," they will feci 
an alacrity in well-doing, which docs not a* 
rife from any inferior confidcration 5 and they 
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will fay with Davidi " Thy word have I hid. 
<< ra my heart, that I may not offisnd againfl: 
** thee. It is a light unto my feeC| and a lamp. 
'^ unto my path. I have chofen the way of. 
*^ truth:, thy judgements have I laid before.- 
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The fame Subjed continued«^ 

John v. 39^ 
Search the Scriptures- 



TjAviNG in the foregoing difcourfc ftated* 
the advantages which may be derived* 
from fearching the Scripturer, I now proceed, 
in the fecond place, to fuggeft fome dire£Uons^ 
for fearching them in fuch a manner as to reap> 
thofe advantages. 

The word which our Lord has chofen» 
marks with precifion the outward aA which* 
is required of Ghriflians. To fcarch the: 
Scriptures is not to read' them haftily, with* 
out attention, upon fome rare occafion ; it is^ 
CO read them frequently, ftatedly, and delibe- 
rately. None will fay that this is an imprafti- 
cable duty. The bulieft may, by a proper dif- 
pofition of their affairs, fct apart a portion of 
their time for this employment^ and the idle 
may well fpare fome of thofe hours, which^ 
with all their anxiety to find different amufe-- 
ments, they often know not how to difpofe: 
uf.. To every one of us God UaxXv ^n^u \\viv 
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Sabbath as a returning feafon of religious re* 
co11e£Hon. * A part of it ought always to be 
ipent in reading the Scriptures \ and if we ac« 
count the day of the Lord honourable, we will 
not want leifure for obeying the command ia 
mj text.. 

The rules of facred criticifm cannot be fup- 
pofed to enter into a popular difcourfe. i 
prefumc not to addrefs rayfelf to ihofe wha 
are led, either by inclination, or by a fenfe ok 
duty, to employ their literary talents in the 
profecution of theological ftudies. But, after 
the example of that Society before whom I 
^eak, whofe inAitutions are calculated for thd* 
benefit of the great body of the people in cer- 
tain diftrifts, I wifli to affift thofe who have 
no peculiar advantages for ftudy, in deriving 
information, comfort, and inflruftion from- 
the fearch of the Scripfures : And to them I 
fay, that, if they would not wifh this employ^- 
ment to be •* bodily exercife, which profiteth 
" little," they muft read with good intention ^ 
— with humility, — with application to their 
©wn cafe, — and with prayer* 

I. In order to projit by fe arching the Scrip-- 
tures^ it is necejUary to read them with good z;*-^ 
tent ion. 

In bodily taiks, the difpofition of the work-^ 
man's mind is not of great importance. Pro- 
■vided the work be done, his wages are earned, 
and hismafter is fatisfied : But the ufefulnefs^ 
of thofe exercifes which minifter to the im* 
provcmcntoi the miudy dt^^uda. \cry much 
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upon the fentiments and views with which - 
they are performed. Here the mafiner of do- 
ing the work is often of more importance 
than the work that is done ; and a wrong in* 
tention in the agent often prevents him from 
reaping the fruit of his toil. 

If you fearch the Scriptures in order to 
make a difplay of your acquaintance with 
them, you may have your reward. By the 
readinefs of your quotations, and the acute« 
nefs of your critical remarks, you may aftoniih 
the ignorant, and obtain praife from thofe 
who value fuch refearches. But your own 
heart will not be the better for ** that know* 
•• ledge which puffeth up.*' If you fearch the 
Scriptures in order to be learned in controver- 
fy, you may know the grounds of all the dif- 
ferent opinions refpefting certain difputed 
points V you may be able to convince the ad- 
verfaries, and to defend your own tenets with 
dexterity. But there is a danger of your turn- 
ing afide from the weighty matters of the law, 
to " queftions and flrifes of words 5'' and in 
your zeal to cftablifh what you account the 
truth, you may make fhipwreck of faith and 
a good confcience. Once more, if you fearch 
the Scriptures with a captious fpirii, deiirous 
of raifing objeftions, of finding matter of cen- 
fure or of ridicule, you may fucceed beyond 
your expedation. You may puzzle both- 
yourfelves and others ; you may derive from 
the venerable phrafnology of Scripture much 
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aid to the barrennefs of your wit ; by a fncer 
at what you do not underftaad| you^ may^ 
pleafe thofe who know a» little as* you* do; and' 
by a ludicrous application of folenn expref- 
fionsi you may excite laughter amongft thofc 
who care not at what expence they are made 
inerry. But your fearch of the Scriptures wiUj 
in this cafe, degrade in your eyes the great 
tmths of religion, and, while it confounds^ 
your underftanding, and tends to efiace every 
ferious impreffion from your hearts, it will 
produce in your difcourfe a multitude of idle 
words,^ for every one of which, your Mafter 
hath faid, you fhall.give account in<the day, o£ 
judgement. 

Think it not enough, then, that you fpencf' 
a portion of your time in reading your Bibles \ 
but examine yourfelves, that you may know the 
intention with which the work is done. Do 
not fearch the Scriptures for oftentation, for 
contention, or for fpoart ; but fearch them a& 
the book given by God to convey to you the 
mod important .knowledge, to comfort your 
hearts, and to direft your lives. Keep thefe 
great purpofcs of this book in your eye when 
you read it. " As new born babes, defire 
*' the finccre milk of the word, that ye may. 
«« grow thereby :'* And if, *• with good and 
^* honeft hearts/' ye feek the profit which 
the Scriptures were given to adminifter, 
through the bleffing of God, ye (hall obtain 

Xi In. 
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2^ In order to profit h'j Searching the Scrips 
tures, it is nece£ary ta read them with bumili* 

la all our mtercourfe with the Almighty,. 
we receive leflbns of humility. ** Vain mao>, 
** who would be wife,** is perpetually re* 
minded, both by the book of nature, and the 
book of Scripture, that ** he is of yefterday, 
^ and knows nothing." In creation, thofe 
things which are necefTary for the fuftenance 
of man* are fcattercd with profuiion^ and are. 
gathered by the untutored favage. But many, 
materials o£ convenience and enjoyment long, 
remained hidden from the generations of men. 
The iaveftigation of the laws according to 
which God condu£ks thofe operations which 
we daily fee, requires much attention and> 
iludy \ and there appear to be certain boundsi 
fet to the curioiity of man, myfteries in na« 
ture wiuch he in vain attempts to penetrate,, 
where the fa£k is manifeft to his fenfes, while 
all fpecuktions concerning the fa£t are dark, 
and bewildering.. The book of Scripture, ia^ 
like manner, bears the marks of proceeding, 
from him who is known to us only in that de* 
gree in which he condefcends to make himfelE 
manifeft. He hath made every thing necefia* 
ry for our information, our comfort, or our 
inftruftion, plain to thofe who fearch. •* The 
«* entrance of his word giveth light to the 
♦* fimple,*' and every Chriftian may find here 
Ule words of eternal life*. But the Almighty 
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hath mixed much darknefs with this lights 
Even the hiftoricai books of Scripture appear 
ftrange to thofe who are unacquainted with 
ancient cuftoms. The writings of the pro- 
phets, from the very nature of prophecy, arc 
obfcurei and to us they appear veiled in the 
figurative language, and the fymbolical a£tion» 
df Eaftern nations. The doArinal parts oU 
ten touch upon fubjcfts which arc raifed far 
sAove us : llie limited facuhies of man, in 
vain, attempt to comprehend the wifdom^ the 
majefty, and the grace of an infinite Being ; 
and the fpeech of man is altogether inade* 
quate to exprefs that which it hath not en-^ 
tered into the heart of man to conceive. 

- If, then, you begin your fearch of the Scrip- 
tures with an expeftation that every thing con- 
tained in them is level to your capacity, you 
will foon be diflatisficd ; you will be in danger 
of rejc<Sting what you do underftand, becaufe 
yoru meet with difficulties; or, like the un- 
learned and unliable whom the Apoftle Peter, 
reproves, you will wreft the Epiftles, and 
other difficult places, to your own deftruftion.. 
It becomes you to confider that this is a ftaie 
of mind very unfavourable to your improve- 
ment, and very unfuitable to the employment 
which my text recommends : And you ought 
to recolleft, that, as there muft be in Scrip* 
ture, ** things which are hard to be under- 
ftood," fo, in the v/ifdom of God, thefe very 
things are made fubfervicnt to many excellent 

^urgpfes.. 



Searching the Scriptures. 1S5 

purpofcs. This book was given to be the rule 
of faith and praftice, the meditation and 
delight of Chriftians of every condition, of 
every meafure of attainment in fcicncc.— 
Here, therefore, according to the image of 
the Apoftle, there is not only ** plain food 
" for fuch as have need of milk, but there 
•• is alfo flrong meat for fuch as arc of 
** full age, even thofc who, by reafon of ufe, 
** have their fenfes cxercifed to diicern good 
" and evil.*' While " the principles of the 
•' doflrine of Chrift are here revealed unta 
** babes in knowledge," there is enough to 
excite the curiofity of thofe who inquire, and 
to exercife the talents of the wife. Gramma- 
rians, philofophers, hiftorians, have fearched 
the Scriptures, and their fearch has been amp- 
ly rewarded. An enlarged comprehcnfion of 
the fcheme of Providence, and the courfe of 
human affairs, has enabled fome to attain that 
fenfe which was too profound for ordinary 
minds: An intimate acquaintance with an- 
cient languages and manners has expounded 
the meaning of many pa£ages wliich had been 
mifunderftood or mifreprefented 5 and facred 
crilicifm, proceeding upon found principles, 
and conducted by men of erudition and inform 
formation, has, in numberkfs inftanccs, rc« 
fcued the Scriptures from the charge of ab- 
furdity and inconfiftency, and has demonftra- 
ted the cftedlual care with which Providence 
has prefcrvcd (he oracles that were at firft gi- 
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vcn by infpiratipn of God, from deftruftioa, 
or from grofs corruptions. The different ia- 
terpretations which the fame text had- received 
in the eagernefs of controverfyi have corre£l- 
ed one another; and the diligence and. acute.« 
nefs with which theological writers liave fifted 
the opinions of their adverfaries have aflifted 
candid minds in apprehending the truth. Hi- 
fiorical refearches have elucidated prophecy :. 
And the beauty of the poetical parts of Scrip- 
ture> as well as the exadnefs of thofe that are 
jiasrative, has received many delightful and 
firiking illuftrations from the reports of thofe^. 
whom the extenfion of modern commerce has 
carried to vifit parts of the world that are far 
removed from us. 

In this manner the difficulties of Scripture 
are continually vanishing before enlightened 
inquiry ; the prefumption and ignorance of 
the fcorner are cxpofed ; the knowledge of 
the modeli is increafed, and the faith of thofe 
who wait upon God is eftablifhed : And from 
all this we learn with what humility we ought 
to read.. Ry ** the things in Scripture which 
*^ are hard to be undcrftood," God checks 
our pride : by the gradual explication of thofe 
things, he gives us affurance that his word 
£ball endure for ever, and. teaches us to look 
for that time ordained in his providence, for 
which the united labours of his fervants are 
preparing the world, when the infignificant 
fttacks that have been made upon |iis word 

ihall 
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fhall be forgotten, when the fcruples whrcft 
tbofe attacks have fo me times raifed in pious 
breafts ihall be perfe^y removec^ and the 
vrifdom and conSftency of this divine book 
ihall be unirveriaUy acknowledged.. In this 
hope, dwell ye upon ihofe pafiages which you 
underftand: meditate on them: be thankful 
for them. Believe that a great deal of what 
you do not underftand is plain to others more 
learned, more experiencedi more diligent thaa 
you are*^ iVttend to the connection in which 
difficult parages (land with the context* to 
other places of Scripture where the fame 
thing is move clearly exprefled,^ to the expU* 
cations which you occafionally receive. If» 
after all, darknefs (hould remain upon manjt 
places^ be not diflieartened, and do not repine. 
Be afluVed tha^ what you know << is- able to 
** make you wife unto falvaiion *»*' And, ac* 
cording to the counfel of the fon of Sirach» 
*< be not curious in unneceffary matters, nci* 
<^ ther feck the things that are above thyi 
^ ilrcngth ; for more things are (hewed thee 
^^ than men underftand, and it is not neceda^ 
" ry for thee to fee the things that are in fe^ 
« cret.'* 

The Scriptures are ^< as a light (hining ii> 
<^ a dark place, unto which ye do well that ye 
<* take heed, until theday dawn, and the day* 
*« ftar arife." This is but the beginning of 
our cxiftcnce, the opening of the powers of 
rcafon and virtue in our fouls. *« The things 
♦^ which arc reported unto us VtLvSai&^^J*^ 
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** arc what the angels dcfirc to look into,** 
and they will afford employment to our minds 
when we are made like the angels. " Now 
** we fee through a glafs darkly ; then we fhall 
** fee face to face, Now we know in part ; but 
<* when that which is perfeA is come, then 
^'that which is in part fhall be done away.** 

3. In order to profit hy fearching the Scrips 
tares ^ it is necejfary to read them with applica^^ 
tion to our own cafe. , 

The Scriptures arc not to be clafled with 
the many other books of amufement or im» 
provement> in which our attention is engaged 
by remote obje£ls, that are made interefting 
to us only by the beauties of fentiment or of 
compofition. Wifdom here uttereth her words. 
** To you, O men, (he calls ; her voice is to 
** the fons of men." All kindreds and tribes 
are commanded to draw near; and the fpecial 
intereft which fome nations appear to have 
had in the iranfaiElions here recorded, only 
renders their hiftory an inftruftive leflbn, 
which it is the duty and the wifdom of future 
generations to mark. The Father of the hu- 
man race here gives to all his children that 
counfel by which he would guide them in the 
way of life 5 and his counfel is accommoda- 
ted with condefcending grace to all thofe va- 
rieties in thtir condition which he forefaw. 
There is a warning, a reproof, a confolation, 
a promife, a threatning adapted to every cafe: 
We are only required to prove ourfelves, and 

ta 
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to draw out of this inexhauftiblc ftorehoufc 
that which we need. 

Do not buff yourfclvcs with applying what 
you read or hear to otlxers ; an employment in 
which there is feldom a probability of doing 
much good, and always a danger of doing much 
harm : But feek to attain that eflential benefit 
which may certainly be derived fix)m a wife 
application of the Scriptures to yourfelves. 
When you contemplate thofe excellent cha- 
racters which are delineated in this book, do 
not think it enough to pay that tribute' of ad- 
miration which the moft hardened finner can- 
not with-hold ; but turn upon yourfelves, and 
fay, Am I a follower of that which I admire ? 
Have I any portion of the faith of Abraham, 
of the fortitude of Jofeph, of the gentlenefs 
of Mofes, of the patience of Job, of the piety 
of Daniel, of the mind of Jefus ? When your 
abhorrence is excited by thofe piftures of the 
iniquity of Ifrael which abound in the Pro- 
phets, and of the vicer of the Heathen world 
which occur in the Epiftles, fearch for the 
plague of your own heart ; and fee if, in fome 
corner of the pifture, the fin which befets 
you, is not painted with fo ftrong a pencil, 
that even your own partial eyejiSperceive the 
likenefs. When your fouls are ^aviftied with 
the " great and precious prdmifes" of this 
word, afk yourfelves, whether from the de- 
fcriptions of the fervant of God which are 
always conjoined with his promifes, you can 
take courage to clafs yourfdves 2Ltcvotv%^ \^^ 
number o£ thofe to whoiu God?^^^^^^"^^^* 
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When your heart ftands in awe of his threat- 
BingSy think if there is any part of your icon- 
Au&, by which you are fetting up yourfelves as 
a mark to receive the arrows of the Almighty. 
When you read the pcayers of good men in 
Scripture^ and fee the fdf-abafement, the £ar- 
neftnefsi and repetitions with which they ap- 
proached a throne of grace, recoiled your own 
condition,the feeblenefs of your refolutions^the 
temptations to which your virtue is expofed, 
the dangers which encompafs your life, your 
property, your family, your good daorie^ and 
think what need you have to exercife the fame 
humility and dependence upon Heaven which 
their devotions exemplify. When you read 
their fongs of praife, think of the bleflings 
which have followed you, the perils out of 
which you have been refcucd, the raercy which 
has fuftained you in the time of trouble 4 and 
mark how God feems to put into your mouth 
every word, by which they endeavoured to ex- 
prefe the gratitude that glowed in their breafts» 
Your Situation in life, and the particular oc- 
currences of your lot, ha.ve imperceptibly for- 
med your fentiments concerning the ways of 
Providence, the value of this world, the ex- 
cellence and the happinefs of man. Try your 
fentiments by comparing them with the many 
ftriking views of thofe important fubjefts which 
the Scriptures open;, and beaflured, that there 
is fome defeft in the ftate of your mind, un- 
lefs you are able to regulate your opinions and 
principles by that ftandard which is the truth. 
Do DOt4€{iroj, in regard 10 ^oxxtfeVit^^ vVv^ 
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tifefulncfs of the Scriptures, by feeking to fliel- 
t€r your vices under the maxims or cuftoms 
of the world ; beware of keeping at a di (lance 
from the light, led you begin to hate it, be- 
caufe it reproves your deeds ; but let the word 
of God be, with you, the teft of every gain, 
every indulgence, every purfuit ; and by this 
readinefs with which you come to the lights 
let it be made manifeft that your deeds are 
wrought in God-, 

** Thefe words that I command thee this 
•« day,** faid the Lord by Mofes, " fhall be in 
'* thine heart \ and thou (halt teach them di- 
** ligcntly unto thy children, and thou (halt 
'* talk of them when thou fitteft in thine 
'' boufe, and when thou walked by the way« 
<' and when thou lieft down, and when thou 
•* Tifeft up." The expreffions by which the 
Almighty condefcends thus earneftly to recom- 
mend the fearch of the Scriptures, fuggeft that 
the application of ihem ihould begin early in 
life* ^ Thou (halt talk of them to thy chiU 
** dren when thou fitteft in thine houfe/* 
What an edifying fubjeA of domeftic con- 
verfation ! You have often obferved that no 
pieces of. hiflory take fo drong a hold of the 
mind of the young as thofe recorded in Scrip- 
ture. Try then to form the minds of thofe 
who are deareft to you, by teaching them, as 
they are able to bear it, to apply to themfeives 
different parts of Scripture. Accuftom them* 
as their underftandings open, to receive ^.v^^ 
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to digcft that wholefome food of the foul, 
which will nourifti them to every virtuous ex- 
ertion, which will furnifh them with ftrength 
tp refift temptation, with an antidote againft 
the words of the fcorner, with a cordial a- 
inidft the difappointments and forrows which 
Providence may ordain for them. " Where- 
** with fliall a young man cleanfe his way ? 
** by taking heed thereto according to thy 
•* word.'* ** My fon,** let every father fay 
with Solomon, •« bow thine ear to the fayings 
** of this book ; let them not depart from 
^^ thine eyes, and keep cfaem in the midft of 
•* thine heart, for they are life unto thofe that 
** find them. When thou goeft, they fhall 
*< lead thee; when thou ileepeft, they fhall 
** keep thee ; when thou awakeft, they fliall 
•* talk with thee : For the commandment is a 
** lamp, and reproofs of inftruftion are the 
<« way of life."* 

4. In order to profit by fearching the Scrip" 
tureSy it is necejfary to read them with Prayer. 

The word of God contains his cbunfel to 
his children : Prayer opens their rointJs to re- 
ceive that counfel. The one is a memorial 
left us by a Being who is not prefent to our 
fenfes ; the other is that method of corre- 
fponding with him, which, while we are at a 
difl:ance, we are permitted to maintain. The 
memorial will foon lofe its efFecl in recalling 
divine things to our minds, if the correfpon- 
ilcncc be wholly laid afidc. But the two fup- 

port 
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port one anotheri and tonfpire in bringing 
us near to God. " When the faints of God. 
••fit at his feet, every one receives of his 
•• words : when they cry to him for know- 
•* ledge, then they find the fear of the Lord.** 

The blefled Jefus, in the days of his flefli, 
opened the underftandings of his difciples* 
that they might underftand the Scriptures :' 
After his afcenfion, he fent forth his Spirit 
into the hearts of his apoftles, to guide them 
into all truth ; and he commanded Philip to 
go near, and to join himfelf to the devout 
Ethiopian, who had come up to Jerufalem to 
wor(hip, and who, in his return, was read* 
ing Ifaiah the Prophet, without underftand- 
ing what he read. The fame Jefus, in every 
age, marks the earnefinefs and humility of 
thofe who fearch the Scriptures : The Spirit, 
under whofe infpiration the Scriptures were 
written, continues to proceed from him •, and 
by the internal illumination of the Holy Ghoft, 
or by various inftruments which he is able to 
raife up, he anfwcrs the prayers which, amidft 
their darknefs and doubts, his fervants offer 
in his name to the Father of lights. •* Did 
*' not our hearts burn within us," faid the 
difciplcs, " when he talked to us by the way, 
^* and opened unto us the Scriptures ?" And 
do not the hearts of his difciplcs ftill burn 
within them, when he removes the veil from 
their eyes in reading the Scriptures, and en- 
ables them to perceive the things that are fpi- 
ritually difcerned ? *« The fecret of the LOrd 

Vol. IV. I " is 
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-t' is with them that fear him, and to Acta wlU 
^« he manifieft his covenant.** 

Even jysLvidf the man who felt Co ftronglf* 
and who has defcribed fo copioufly the advan- 
tages of fearching the Scriptures, does not fzj 
^hat he dificovered tbefe advantages, but he 
prays that they may be (hewn to him. *i 0« 
^* pen thou mine eyes, that I may behold won- 
.«< drous things out of thy law. I am a (Iran- 
^< ger upon the earth ; hide not thy com- 
^* mandmcnts from me.** Mark the ipirit of 
thefe words i follow the example of thb de- 
vout man ; ** when you lack wifdom, aik of 
«^ God, and it Ihall be given you.** Let prayer 
enliven and fanftify your fearch of the Scrip- 
tures. It will render the word of God to you 
quick and powerful, and will give it an influ- 
.ence over your minds very much fuperior to 
that of any other ftudy. The Almighty will 
inftruft you, and guide you with his eye ; he 
will make you wife through the knowledge of 
his word, and he will enlarge your heart to 
run the way of his commandments. 

The view which has been taken of the pre- 
cept of our Lord, has appeared, in the pro- 
grefs of this dlfcourfe, to reflefl great honour 
upon the Society before whom I now fpeak* 
To their pure minds it will fuggeft much en* 
couragement to perfevere : and to the public, 
it may fuggeft the ftrongeft reafons for grant- 
ing them that countenance and aid which are 
f)ecefrary to render the benefit of their pious 
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rable objeA to the .ftate. Is it not equally de« 
firable to prepare a remedy for the evil where 
it has not yet become iDveterate, to complete 
the provifion for the ptofperity and improve- 
ment of the remoter parts of the ifland, by 
adminiftering to the uncorrupted inhabitants 
the wholefome counfel of this book^ at a time 
when they are eager to receive it. Their har- 
dy valour has often maintained the honour, 
and repelled the dangers of their country : 
Their morals, eflablifhed upon Chriftian prin- 
ciplesy may reprove the impiety and licentiouf- 
nefs of the age ; and| as they and their de« 
fcendants fpread through the different parts 
of the empire, they may thus carry with them 
an antidote againft the general infeflion. , , 
Let not then our princes, our rulers, and 
our nobles, think it beneath their dignity, or 
a diverfion from their generous purfuit of the 
public good, to encourage, by their counte- 
nance and fupport, the labours of the mini- 
fters of the gofpel in their feveral depart- 
ments, and the more extenfive plans which 
this Society has formed. The moft enlight- 
ened writers upon political oeconomy cannot 
point out a treafure of fuch value to the ftate, 
as a (Vock of ufeful fubjefts trained by early 
culture and familiar inftruftion, to honefty, 
induftry, and temperance : And the efforts of ' 
fitithe moft able and upright ftatefmen to lift 
this country above its misfortunes, will prove 
abortive, unlefs thofe under their adminiftra- 
tioQ have knowledge and virtue- " Righ* 
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^'teoufnefi exalteth a nation: but fin is the 
•* reproach of a people.** •* I am the Lord 
" thy God,** faith the Almighty, " which 
^' teacheth thee to profit, which leadeth thee 
** by the way that thou filiouldft go. O that 
•* thou wouldft hearken to my command- 
** ments ! Then fhould thy peace be as the 
•• river, and thy feed fhould be multiplied as 
•* the fand ; thy fons fhould be as plants 
'• grown up iii their youth ; thy garners fhould 
** be fiili, afiTording ail manner of flore, and 
^* there fhpuld be no complaining in thy 
^ flreets. Happy is the people that is in 
*' fuch a cafe ; yea, happy is that people 
<* whofe God is the Lord/' 
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Andmorcovery hecaufe the preacher was 'mife%^ 
hejlill taught the people knowledge. 



^HE t.t'^X affords occafidn for difcourfing; 
of tbe duties of a Chrifiian preacher.^ 
The tafk is arduous : And I cannot propofe,. 
though I had otherwifc the ability, to do ju« 
ftice to the fubjeA in a fhort difcourfe. It is; 
only a flight view of one corner of it that I 
can now take. And, in the few hints whiclv 
may be offered, it will not furely be thought 
that I prefume to diflatc to my reverend fa-^. 
thevs and brethreO)^ of whom it would much^ 
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better become me to learn. I mean only, a? 
my place requires^ to Jiir up your minds by way 
•f remembrance p to fuggeft fome things, of 
which, though we may know them already, 
h cannot be improper that we (hould be re- 
minded from time to time. What I have to 
advance will appear, I hope, to be juft, and ia' 
nothing materially different from the fenti- 
ments of men of greater improvement, or bet- 
ter experience: But, if otherwife, and I fliouid 
cxprefs myfelf without hefitation, the decifive 
manner, allowed and e^spefted rn a fermony 
mtuft be my apology. ( 

Give me leave, thenr, briefly to point out the 
purpofe of preaching, and the manner of pro- 
fecuting that purpofcw 

I. The piMrpofe of prcaehing is, faith the 
text, to tedch the people knavfledge. Know-*- 
ledg^ hath been called *< the food of the 
^ mind)'' becaufe to this it gives nourifli* 
vaesA and ftreogth, fimilar to that which com-^ 
xnon <food gives to the body. And if thb po« 
fition be^ in fome meafure, true of all real^ 
knowledge, k holds peculiarly of that which 
is moral and reli^oos. This fpecies of know- 
ledge gives fubfiftence: All other kinds ferve 
chiefly to give a rclifli ; while, to an uude* 
bauched mind, the pared, moft grateful, and^ 
abiding reUfli^^ifes likewife from the formers 
Juft as in a found conflitutioh of body, ther 
plaincfl and moft neceiTary food gives a mor& 
1 4 \^Sixv%» 
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lafiing gratification, than .that which Is gtvea 
by delicacies. 

Koowl^dge, or the perception of truth, real 
or fuppofed, lies at the bottom of all that we 
contrive or do. This arifes from our nature 
as intelligeat beings, in whom every exercife 
of thought, and every thing they do with ton- 
fcioufnefs, implies forming a notion or opi* 
nion. The more important the objcft of our 
mindsi the more neceflary is our knowledge 
concerning it ; and, therefore, as religion is 
our higheft concern, knowledge of its fa£U 
and dodlnnes is indifpenfable. To- this its fe« 
veral modes of adminiftration and addrefs con- 
{lancly refer. Admonitions and exhortations^ 
in which all addreiTes from this place do ter< 
minate, always fuppofe fome truths, fome 
points of knowledge, as their ground : And 
the clearer, the jufter, and the more compre- 
heniive, the views which we communicate of 
religious truths, the more will the religious 
pradtice, which is founded in them, become, 
as the Apoftle exhorts, a reafonable ferviccm 

But how will the wife preacher propoie 
thefe truths ? In a way that is eafy and intelli- 
gible to all. For it is not learning, but the 
refult of learning, the fruits of well digefted 
knowledge, in a difplay of fentiments Adapted 
to common capacities, that mark not only the 
ufeful, but the wife and able preacher. And 
as fuch a preacher will be careful, on one 
hand, not to be fuperficial or fparing; fo he 
.1 S wiU 
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irill avoid, on the other hand, being improN 
perly profiife. Better it is to fay what we fay 
with effcft, than to fay every thing that may 
be faid. In a country wh^re the gofpcl hath 
been long taught and profefled, much may be 
fafely left, on almoft every fubjedk, to the ge- 
neral anticipations of the people. And true 
knowledge arifes from a clear united view of 
a fubjeA* where the mind can eaiilf furvey the 
feveral parts, and comprehend the whole at 
once, rather than from the broken profpeA of 
feparate parts, extended without limit. On 
which account, what is called exhaufting a 
fubjeA, is often nothing more than a learned 
kind of trifling ; where, becaufe each divine 
truth is conne^led nearly or more remotely 
with every other, men fet themfelves to fay 
every thing upon every fubjeA v at leaft, to run 
different iubjeAs into one another, till the 
mind of the hearer, inftead of being enligh» 
tened, is left incumbered and perplexed. 

But we are not yet arrived at the great end 
of preaching, bpeculative knowledge is no* 
more than the means, practical knowledge is 
the end} or, the former is the foil, the latter 
is the fruit, which if the other faH to produce, 
it becomes unprofitable, or worfe \ k may a* 
bound in noxious weeds> In religion, true 
knowledge is auaioed more by the heart than 
by the bead» / will give them an heart ta- 
know me, faith God by the prophet. The 
fcnpiure fpeaksof believing ivith the hearty tin'* 
ierjtanding with the hearty and beirg of quick 
I 5 underjajidin^ 
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nnderflanding in the fearcf the Lord. The: 
prance of reUgion is, in tfae account of fcrtp« 
ture» the only wifdem, and vice the only folly, 
defer ving our. notice*. . Nay more, as religion^ 
is a pra£fcical fcience, though foiBe degrees of 
fpeculative knowledge are necefiary as a foun* 
dacion^ and* where they tak€ place, may or* 
may not give rife to good prailice % a.good dif* 
pofition.and praftice^ on the other hand, are* 
the certain inlets to all valuable improvements^ 
kiTpeculation*. Doing the will of God^.is re* 
prefented by our Saviour as- the great requifite. 
for. difcovering whether- any. deArine be di« 
vine*} and to the fame, purpofe the Apoftie^ 
John^ Te have an itnif ion, from the Holy One^. 
antd knom all things.. It is a maxim which: 
holds uoiverfally, that thofe things which^ 
when we. learn we ought to do,, we learn by 
doing them. A /corner feeketh wijdcm^ and' 
fmdith it not ; But knowledge is eafy to him that' 
underftandeth. From ail which it follows, that 
the knowledge which the wife preacher wilL 
teach the people, is that which tends to make 
them 'nytfe to falvation /: or, in other words, 
which rcfolvcs itfelf into praftice. Happy the 
preacher who, whatever he fails in, fucceeds in 
this. For he who is thus taught, is to be ac- 
counted the only wife Chriftian* As the end 
of Chriftianity is to influence the heart and 
actions,, not he who is able to talk much and 
difpute about it, but he whofe charader and 

♦ John viL 17. 
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rights And,. were any to objeA againft fuch a 
perfon, that he is a Chriftian without know* 
ledge^ becaufe he may otherwife difcover but^ 
a- flcsider capacicjt they {hould be aiked *^ 
Whether they would, think it to the purpofe 
to objeA againft one of like capacity^ that he' 
is prudent without knowledge, when, as is of- 
ten the cafci he is obferved to manage his 
worldly affkir» with diferetion» It is therefore^ 
the peopk's attaining of this pradical under- 
ftanding of religious truths, that will be the 
peatobje£tof a- preacher's care. 

All principles are for the fake of pra^ice* 
And as there are many high and important the-- 
orie9 in the gofpel, fo that preacher is to be deem- 
ed more or lefs ableand wife,, who is more or lefsr 
iiiilful in illuftrating their pradticai influence. 
It is not always neceflary that do^nnes fhould^ 
have an elaborate expofition and proof. The 
exercife of common fenfe, and early and ge- 
neral belief, will render a fhort account of the 
meaning and the grounds of ordinary doftrines^ 
ibfficient.. It is therefore more eligible, in ge- 
neral, that they be (hown chiefly in their effi- 
cacy. The minds of men, at the lame time 
that they entertain no doubts of their truth,, 
will be hereby withdrawn from refting in* 
them as matters of mere- fpeculaiion, and will » 

• Siihop Batler. 
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have a more fatisfaftory convi£kion 6f their 
truths from being led to feel their tnflur* 
ence. 

But what method promifes faireft for pro* 
moting this influence ? This is the other 
branch of our inquiry, to which I now pro- 
ceed.. 

II. Eternal virtue ; the divine perfedlions 
and authority; the moral government of God^ 
and the fcheme of redemption difcourfed of 
by itfelfi and interfperred with all other truths^ 
comprehend the whole fubjeA of preachings 
But to make thefe momeatous truths of real 
fifci they mud be ikilfuUy applied to humai^ 
naturCi and to the characters of men.. From 
ihc manner of applying them arifes the na- 
ture, and the degree of their influence -y and 
to have proper influence, the applicatipn mufl: 
refer to the precife ftate of a man*s charaftei? 
and conduft* To promote the purpofe of 
preaching, that I may adopt here the words 
of one who was thorpughly acquainted with 
tlie avenues to the human heart, " We muft 
" hold," as it were, " the mirror up to na- 
*' ture ; (how virtue her own feature, vice 
•' her own image, and the very age and body 
^* of the time its form and prefibie.'* Gene- 
ral declamation will be unavailing. But ia 
divcrfifying our fubjcft, by delineating the 
particular movements of the pafljons^ {o as ta 
hit the cafes of individuals^ though no parti* 

culas 
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cular perfon be either named, or aimed at, 
confcience will be powerfully led to apply the 
piAure* 

It is obvious what a wonderful variety this 
mode of preaching muft give to our difcourfes* 
The fubjeAs of preaching are always the fame^ 
but the mode of applying them ought to vary 
with the varying manners of different times 
and places* And it is this continual prefent- 
ing of frefb views, correfponding to the con- 
tinual fluctuation of human manners, that 
feems to be afligned in the text as the evidence 
of a wife preacher : Becauje the preacher was 
vjife^ he ftill taught the people knowledge. 

But two things of much greater importance 
than mere variety, occur to be obferved here«. 
One is, that the chara£teriftic mode of preach* 
ing is the beft proof of ability : the other, that 
it is the beft means of perfuafidn* 

It is eafy, in a general way, to praife virtue 
and to cenfure vice ^ to exhort to purfue the 
one, and to avoid the other s and to throMT 
out on thefe heads a great deal of idle talk^^ 
full of florid expreffions, and of well rounded 
and fwelling period's. * But to delineate with 
preciflon the particular movements of the heart;, 
to point out the different influence of motives 
upon the paflions of different perfons, to dif- 
tinguiih the different features in charaflers 
that come under the fame general denominap 
tion \ this requires fkill and paiiis. There is 
an epdlefs variety of attitudes in the human 

mind % 
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mind I and to hit the nice dlferiminations *;. 
ki chancer and a£kion» fo as to force a oiaoi 
beyond an aflent to what is faid as truth, tg 
fecognUe hb ovm image, muft be allovred to« 
be no common attainment* Tfaisi howcTer^. 
the preacher who afpires to a mafterly ejw* 
•ntion will lai>otir affiduoufljr to acfntre f. 

^ It 18 pleafant to olirenre bow a decYiratlon of \g*^ 
Borancfy even when it is by no means underftood to 
arife from modedy, can obtain credit for finguiar pfri-- 
Bctration. The* JeneApi qaoi,''a favourite phrafe 
with all erode writers, is eQ>ploy-ed to fnggeft, that' 
there is fomething in their itieamng too refined for 
words to expref^. It is^ accordingly^, fuppofed by fu- 
perficial readers to indicate a^luperior reach : Not cor— 
fidering that the more perfectly an author underftands 
bis fubje^i the feldomer he will need to ufe it. It is' 
not, then, the refinement, but,..on the contrary, the 
confufion, or the wairt of thought, that' for the moft\ 
part occalions the ufe of this phra(e. 

f A certain clafs of preachers fpeak* with great* 
Iborn of general declamation^. which they affe<5t tO' 
call haranguing; and their fcom would bejuft, if" 
they themftWcs had any thing better to fubftitute 
in its placeb But their own way is, by a muUitudie 
iA unmeaning diftind'rons, to throw a difcourfe, ac- 
cording to the rules of an artificial ryitem,.into endlefs 
divifions and fubdividons ; which, indead of entering 
into the merits of a fubjeft, or exhibiting a clear com- 
prehenfivc, united view of it, only fritter it down in- 
to a fet of particulars that go about it and about it. 
Yet the man who excells in this way, they call a great 
preacher or an able difine. Let theie epithets be al*- 
lowed him, providing it be granted, that in a per- 
iormaace of this^kiad,. the (amc things are perpetually 

rGturaing. 
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Bbthoir much this mode of preaching it li 
proof of ability^ wiU farther appear, if we con> 
fidcr it as the heft means of perfoafion. No^ 
thing can periuade that is not particolar. Ift* 
gpieral declamation^ eveiy body may be plei^ 
fed, but no body is enlightened or properly^ 
affe£ked.. The reafon is, all men finding them- 
felves in a manner equally concerned, no one 
takes a perfonal concern*. To fpeak, (b as to^ 
make a man recolleft with fome furprife, and- 
(ay, ** I have feen- it;*^ at another time, to^ 
make him caft his thooghts inwards, and fay, 
•« I have felt it in myfelf :'' This is fpcakiny to- 
purpofe, becaufe it is- fpeaking to con virion ^ 
not a general conviAion that the thing is true,, 
but a particular conviAion, that it b the cafe- 
of an individual.*— The glowing colours of the 
imagination, and vehemence of addrefs, which' 
. have been fomctimes (jpoken of, as though 
they were the only requifites, are, even when' 
juft, no more than the drapery i charaAeriftic 
fentiments fdrm the body of eloquence. 

There are two great obftacles to perAiafioa« 
in the mind, of maa^ indolence andfdf-de»- 

Ktoroing upon us uoder diflfhrnt heads; that that- 
difoourfe,. under- the appearance of proceeding, ftands 
ftil! ; and that we hardly ad? ance t>oe ftep in the real 
knowledge of the^ fubjed. «• The naoft cffeaual way of 
«« becoming foolilb,'* fays a celebrated author, *« is by 
••• a fyftem t For, the Itker any thing is to wifdom, if 
** it be not plainlf the thii^ itieJf,..tbc oiore dircdiy 
*J it becooMS itsoppofite^'^ 

ceit 
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ceit. The efiiifioDs of a warm and lively fan* 
cy, joined to a fpirited exertion, may {hake 
the mind out of its indolence, command the 
attention, and produce a ftrong agitation. But 
if the mind have no determinate objcA, the 
efie^t is momentary, and without meaning ^ 
or if it laft, will iflue in wild and irregular 
conduA. In the mean time, felf-deceit pro« 
ceeds in her operations with more fecurity and 
fuccefs than before. But charaAeriftic fenti- 
ments, reaching the heart through the under* 
fianding, deteA felf-conceit in her lurking pla* 
ces, and tear off die veil with which fhe co* 
vers the deformity of vice. 

General views, to have proper efficacy, re^ 
quire a degree, both of reflcAion and of fair- 
nefs of mind, that is by no means to be ex* 
pe£led from the bulk of hearers. Particular 
views, to fee their drift, require us only ta 
open our eyes \ and then do not require, but 
create candour, and fecure their cStd before 
men are aware* 

General views may raife good emotions.. 
But as virtuous emotions are not virtue, fo 
thofe views of a fubjeft which ferve merely 
to excite the former come far Ihort of the 
jpurpole of preaching. Many are fufceptible 
of warm emotions of virtue, who are (Iran- 
gers to virtue in their charafter. And it is 
not to call forth inftindt, but to influence 
choice ; it is not paflive impreffion, but aftive 
exertion, that is ultimately in the aim of the 
preacher^ The noted flory of Alexander of 

Fheres 
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Pheres is much to our porpofe* That de* 
teftiblc tyrant, at the reprefenution of feigned 
diftrefs upon the ftage, burft into tears, at the 
Tery time that he was butchering numbers of 
his own fubjcAs with the moft unrelenting 
cruelty. Here is a bad man who feels emo- 
tions of virtue ; and his emotions are fervent, 
as his crimes are enormous. How Ihall we 
account for fo glaring an inconfiftency ? Pla- 
ced as an uninterefted fpeAator, where he felt 
no interference with his ruling paffions, the law 
of virtue, written in the heart, awoke within 
him, and exerted its power. Taking his part 
in the affairs of the world, the rage of his in« 
terefted paflions drove him into a courfe di- 
redly oppoCte, and at the fame time, as all the 
paffions juftify themfelvcs, hid the atrocity of 
his conduA in giving way to them. Thefe, 
lulling the confcience, kept the man from fee* 
ing, and pronouncing upon his real character: 
So that, with feemingly equal fatisfaftion, he 
indulged the moft criminal paffions, and gave 
way to the emotions of virtue, and both took 
place in him by turns, without obftruAing 
one another. It is true, a little calm reflec« 
tion might have fliowed him the inconfiftency. 
But how few are found to defcend into them* 
felves ? For the fame, it is to be obferved, is 
the cafejn all common inftances, where men are 
fenfible to the attraAions of goodnefs, and aft 
a part in life pcrfeftly the revcrfe 5 they indu* 
ftrioufly fliun looking into themfelvcs, and com- 
paring the feveral parts •f their own chara£ber. 

In 
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In the ab(ence of temptation, the heart \9 
in the intereft of virtue. This is no more 
than the impreffion of the hand of God iff 
the formation of the human foul. But is this 
fufficient to fulfil the demands of religion f 
Surely not. For as it is the defign of religion, 
to make a man aA as well as feel, and to feel 
only in order to aA ; fo it is the purpofe of 
religious difcipline, to give virtue a command- 
hig influence in trying fituations ; and fuch, 
snore or lefs, is every fituation in this world 
m which a man is called to- aA. How will hift 
virtuous feelingis exert themfelves then ? This- 
is the important queftion. It will be readily 
owned, I fuppofe, that thefe feelings will be fre- 
quently fupprefledyor overpowered by the pFe^* 
valence of vicious paflions.. And whence arife»^ 
this prevalence of vicious paffions ? From the* 
depravity of our nature. But does this depra- 
vity leave a man without confcience ? No. But 
coafcience is tyraonifed over by vice.*-* While 
it is awake ? — Not fo generally ; but to keep- 
it from awaking it is hoodwinked. Whence 
then hath Vice this power to blind the con- 
fcience \ Plainly from the darknefs or deceit 
with which ihe covers herfelf. Vice, to be 
hated, needs only to be feen r She is a forces 
sefs, who hath more ways than a few to charov 
down refinance : but in all her arts of defeace^ 
her great fecurity lies in difguife ; and many 
are the fubterfuges» and much the ^Ife co» 
i^^urings ihe employs^ ia order to pafs upoD' 

\hfi 
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rite imaginadons of finfiil men tinder aaother 
name than her own.. To all which,. cbara£leri^ 
fiic preaching oppofirs the moft powerfol meanr 
of deteftion* Btu to be feeninthe groupisber 
chief difgnife ; and to drag her forth to con« 
TiAion, (he muft be (hown in her individual 
form, fo to fpeak, not as a multitude ;. a muU 
titude, either as collected in the perfon of one^ 
or as difperfed among many. Men may be 
told of their fins by the bnlki or of particulaF 
fins, but in a genetal manner, and the im» 
preffiouy if any, is momentavyr ^uod without 
effeA \ or they may be told of fins, in whichu 
diey only fee themfelves (faarerswith many a» ^ 
round them, and io feting ^ they fee not. The 
seprefentatibn, therefore, to come home to^ 
^ a manV bufinefs and bofom,'* muft be fpe- 
cial, not general, and muft be fuch as to make 
him fee it not to be a ca(b wherein he is inte- 
refted in common with others, but a cafe 
which, he feeh to be his own*. Nor, by the 
way, b it necefEiry in OBder to this, that we 
chufe for the fubjefb of our difcourfes onlyt 
iuch as are very particular. The moft gene* 
sal fubji^As in the hands of the ikilful may be 
treated charaAeriftically. 

<< General views,** faidi one, '' af« lik& 
•* large profpe£b, where the eye takes fo wide^ 
^ a compafs,. and fees (b many things at once» 
^ that it fees nothing diftinaiy.** Particular 
vdews prefent feparate obje£b in a- palpable- 
£cMrm, and each in its own (hape and fize. I& 
il eafy to conceive hence whxQK^ixVtafiL^^di^^ 
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to be miftakeni which are beft adapted to pre-* 
veot or to defeat the evafion$ of felf-partiali- 
ty, and to urge naked truth upon the heart* 
Tell men^ for inftancei that they are great fin- 
ners, and that they fin daily in thought, word» 
and deed| they will readily aiTent \ they may 
liften to you with pleafure ; and there the tnat* 
ter ends. But delineate vicious paffions, pro- 
perly circumftantiated^ fo as to bring to mens 
confcioufnefs the workings of their own 
hearts, and they will be affeAed very different- 
ly. They will not, it may be, go from church 
thinking of and applauding the fpeaker ; but^ 
which is a nobler end of preaching, they wilt 
go away thinking of themfelves *. 

And 

* It 18 extremely unhappy, when the preacher of 
righteoufnefs, who is engaged in the delicate and diffi* 
cult undertaking of combating finful pafHons, finds bim- 
felf oppofcd by religious opinions. The perfons allu- 
ded to in a former note, p. 206. who fpeak with con- 
tempt of general declamation, if the difcourfe be more 
p^ticular and applicatory, view it with more ferioui 
difguft, and call it legal doArine, or moral harangue ; 
no matter what thefe words precifely mean, provided 
they are underftood to denote fomething very bad* 
Hence people, carelefs of the purity and uprightnefs 
of their condu^, are able to folace their confciences, 
and to fortify their hearts againft all attempts to dif^ 
lodge their vices. When you fpeak to them in a bo«- 
dy, of their being great finners, they will figh an4 
ihake their head, and readily confefs it to be true. 
But fpeak, as it were, to each man's heart, of the par- 
ticular inftances of condu^ by which he becomes a 
EiDQcr, and be is ftartlcd and difgulled ; it is moral 

^^^ciae^ 
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And though, after all our endeavours, it is 
the dwine influence alone that can render them 
truly eficAual ; yet this we are entitled to ex- 
pcft, only in proportion to our ufing proper 
means. And though, in ufing the propereft 
means, we muft often fail of reclaiming the 
obftinately vicious ; nay, may raife their indig- 
nation, and incur their cenfure ; yet even this 
is a proof of no inconfiderable fuccefs. It is a 
proof that we ;have reached their confciences. 
Reaching the confcience will certainly give 
fome check, at leaft to the triumphant infults 
of barefaced vice. And though an upbraid- 
ing confcience may feek, through the influence 
of .a vicious felf-love, to fhift off blame from 
itfelf, and to vent its vexation on the inftru- 
ment that awakens its remorfe; yet» as the ef* 
fort is forced and infincere, by no means at- 
tended with an honed confcioufnefs and calm 
fatisfadlion, truth may come, at laft, fiiUy to 
prevail. The words of the wife are as goads^ 
and as nails fafiened. — ^Thc difcrction and ad- 
drefs requiiite to preferve our doctrine from 

dodtrinc, and he rejc^s what you fay with fcorn. It 
ifl true, the abfurdity here is too grofs to need many . 
ivords to expofe it ; for, if a man be not a finner in 
particular inftances, how is he a (inner at all I But» 
" men that are knaves by retail," fays Montcfquieu, 
•* are extremely honeft in the grofs ;" and fclf-dcceit, 
which is able to ferve itfelf of the pooreft pretences, 
finds no fmall acceffion of ftrength from the language 
which, unhappily, the people arc taught to hold on 
this occalioQ. 
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«oy teodcDcy to ^xaiperatCi while k is «& Aual 
to perfuadc, is only a yet higher proof of 
vifdom and ability in the preacher- 

Bnt is it thus, it may be a&ed^ that ve can 
fulfil die demands of eloquence ? Is it thus that 
trecan rouieand agitate the paffions, the great 
fpdogs of afiion? General ideas are beft 
adapted, it may be thought, to excite ad« 
miratioo, terror, 'and all the great paffions i 
becaufe, thefe ideas being more or Icfs ob- 
fcure and uncectain, the mind, in a ftate 
of uncertainty, never fails, when the ideas 
are otherwiCe of a ftriking nature, to fend 
out the imagination in queft of the vaft and 
the awful. A clear and certain conception of 
an obje£t, on the contrary, leads iis to con* 
template it with cafe and familiarity ; confe* 
quently leaves the mind in a ftate too collec* 
ted» too much mafter of itfelf, to admit the. 
boundlefs excuriions of imagination, and 
the violent agitations of paflion. Muft it, 
therefore, be faid, that particular views are 
not fufccptible of eloquence ? Here let us di- 
ftinguifh. When the mind is merely to be 
ravilhed with wonder, or ftruck with con- 
liernation, obfcurity is requifite. But when 
the agitation of the mind hath an ulterior aim, 
when the defign is to influence conduft, the 
more diftindl and precife the objeft, the more 
clearly the mind difcerns the ground on which 
it (lands ; and as it proceeds to afdon with 
greater certainty of not being miftaken, fo 
confequently with greater chcerfulnefs and 
* (pirit, 
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fpiriCi and affiiraoce of fuccelL It hathi ia 
this cafe, an aim and a motive which it wants 
in the othen This therefore is ihe cafe which 
alone is ifitted to perliiade. 

Indeed, when a man is to be engaged in any 
{[reat enuxpriie without himfelf, that is, £om 
xeiga to. the regulation of his own heai'ti ge- 
neral views may not only be the moft proper^ 
but the only ones adequate to the occafion ; 
foecaufe that ardour of mind which prompts 
to iuch an enterpriiei and may be neceflary to 
accompHQi it, is apt to be thecked by minute 
attentions, but is upheld by enlarged and com* 
prehenfive views. It is otherwife in the diC- 
cipline of the inward man ; for while the mind 
expands upon important objects without, it 
draws its force into a point in furveying all 
obje£ls within itfelf. Nor is the incitement 
to action that is afforded by this internal fur- 
veyi to be accounted mean or inefPeihial. The 
appeal is brought to the confcience ; and the 
moral fenfibility of confcience, which involves 
too in its operation the workings of the pa(^ 
fions, is yet, confidered apart, a much furer 
and fteadier, as well as worthier principle of 
^Aion than the paffions alone. 

Now, to imprefs the confcience, two cir- 
cumftances are requifite 5 that the idea pre- 
fented to the mind be clear and precife, and 
that it be rcalifcd by faft. They are particu- 
lars only that are precife, and which there- 
fore are fitted to make a proper impreffion. 
Even when the imagination merely is to be 

addreficd| 
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addrefled, without being confounded, it is done 
moft fuccefsfully by particulars. It is not the 
flowers, but the lilies of the field, that are 
befi adapted to imprefs the mind with a fenfe 
of the care cf Providence. It is not a great 
king, butSolompn, whofe glory, on. a com* 
parifon, can be precifely difcerned *• Even 
in works of imagination, where the whole aim 
is to pleafe, the author finds it often necefiary, 
in order to efieft his purpofe, to fpecify or 
particularife. The reafon is, in all cafes, the 
fame : We have a clearer and livelier appre* 
henfion of particulars than we can have of 
generals. 

But the eloquence of the pulpit hath a 
higher aim than merely to aid the apprehen- 
fion. Its aim is to gain the heart, fo as to go- 
vern the conduft and form the charaftcr. But 
this can be done only by placing fa£ls before 
the confcience, and fafts realized in the per- 
fons we addrefs. When the immediate end of a 
difcourfe is amufcment, the view of the fpeak- 
er is completed in exciting the emotions of ad« 
miration, pity, complacency, or horror 5 and 
to effedl this, the imagination may fairly occu- 
py the whole ground, and hath no limits but 
thofc of probability. But, when the immedi- 
ate end of a difcourfe is the regulation of the 
temper and conduft, imagination muft give 
place to reality. It is not a fuppofeable cafe, 
but a certain faft, that is in the view of the 

• Matth.vi. a8. 29. 
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fpeaker \ and imagination hath no fcope, far* 
.ther than in giving force to an objeft feen and 
felt as aftually ^xifting, or which we know 
will exift. We may not jie confcious at the 
time of an obje£t as> a ficUon, even when the 
t2Si is fi^iti'ous ; but the moment we ceafe be- 
ing direflly confcious of an objed: as a reality, 
the imagination may be aSefted, but perfuafion 
is at an end. Now, the more fpeci fie the ob- 
je£l, the ftronger and more fat isfying is our 
• confcioufnefs of its reality ; as the ftronger 
our confcioufneis of its realityi the greater is its 
power to perfuadc. It is no exception from 
thiS| that, in a work of imagination, a fictiti*- 
ous cafe may be drawn fo exactly parallel to 
the real cafe of the auditor, as to affcA his 
confcience •, and, though he fhould afterwards 
recolleft that the cafe is fictitious, yet, confci- 
ous of its being realized in himfelf, he may be 
influenced by the impreffion to a change of 
-conduft. Here every one perceives that it is 
the cafe realized, not the fi<3:ion, that is the 
caufe of the change ^ the fiction being only 
the occafion of bringing the reality to his 
knowledge. The great thing required in per- 
fuafion is, that amidft the play of the imagina- 
tion and the paffions, the heart do not lofe 
fight of its own particular intereft in the cafe 
reprefented. Briefly; it is the aim of elo- 
quence, not merely to awaken the virtuous 
energies of the mind, but to give them an ob- 
jeft, and fet them on work ; and the better we 
can diftinguilh the objedl as belonging to qu-^- 
Vol. IV. K . 10.^^.. 
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felves^ the more clofely it prefTes upon the 
mind. It may not inflame the imagination^ 
but it pierces the co^fcienipe* And what is 
eloquence, if this be not * ? 

After all| it muft be allowed, that, to com* 
plete the purpoles of eloquence, general and 
particular views 6ught to be combined. Par- 
ticular views give efficacy to a difcourfe, and 
are the dire A road to perfuafion. A proper 
mixture of general views gives an expanfion to 
partlculai: fentiments, refleds a fplendour on 
the road to perfuafion, and makes us pleafed 
^o walk in it. Nay more ; fuch general views 
as ferve to agitate the paflions, may, by render- 
ing tlxe mind more readily fufceptible of im- 
prefQon, be highly favourable to the fuccefs of 

* A certain drain of preaching prevailed in the laft 
century, which was called cafuiftical dodrine, confift- 
ing in the folution of particular cafes of confcience. 
Sometimes great aculenefs and accuracy were difplayed 
on thefe occafions ; and the principal defedl of this 
manner feems to have been, that preachers framed 
their difcourfes upon ideas of abftrad reafon, inftead of 
the fuggeftions of fcntiment. Yet fo much good effed: 
was produced in this way, that ferious and thoughtful 
men imagined they faw their own cafes defcribed in 
thefe difcourfes, and thought, and often juftly thought, 
themfclves greatly edified. Dr Sanderfon, a learned 
and worthy man, and one of the chaplains to Charles I. 
was an able divine of this fort. The King was wont 
to fay, that «• he carried his ears to hear other preach^ 
f ers ; but he carried his confcience to hear Dr San* 
<• derfon." 

particular 
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particular views *. And ftill more favourable 
may be the putting of moving cafes, which^ 
making no direft attack on felf-love, and 
thereby over* reaching felf-deceit, bear at the 
fame time a natural application to the cafe be« 
fore us. Witnefs Nathan's parable to David. 
3ut the whole merit of general views lies in 
their being fubfervient to particular ones, or in 
being a proper vehicle for carrying thefe more 
forcibly to the heart. Without this fubfcrvi- 
. ency, the Jbearer may be pleafed, and applaud 
the fpeaker; may be pleafed and applaud him- 
felf i while the interefts of fclf-deceit are only 
the more ftrengthened by his miftaking his 
love of virtue and hatred of vice, which have 
been occafionally raifed by general declama- 
tion, for a virtuous difpo&tion and charac- 
ter. 

Next to its being the mod effectual way of 
teaching men their duty, the principal advan- 
tage of chara£teriftic preaching is, that it 
guards them againft the allurements of en^ 
thufiafm. As all error lies in generals, fo 
generals being more or lefs obfcure> are ever 

* The unton of general and particular views in a 
fermoD, is (imilar to the junAion of mufic and poetry 
in works of amufement. Mufical ftrains, when alone» 
give a frivolous, unmeaning, momentary pleafure ; but 
they acquire a body' and form by being joined with the 
ideas of poetical compoBtion ; and then pay back what 
they borrow, by carrying thefe ideas more forcibly to 
the heart. 
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fruitful of error. This holds particularly 
with rcfpeft to enthufiafnii which proceeds al- 
ways on general views, and to the operations 
of which a confiderable degree of obfcurity is 
abfolutely requifite : For its courfe is, the ima- 
gination kindles at certain favourite phrafes or 
founds, or at certain unaccountable impref- 
fions immediately formed within the mind. 
Thefe phrafes, founds, and impreffions, have 
no precife meaning : On thefe, however, .are 
formed fome indiftinA, undefinable notions, 
which ferve to fupport the exercife of the ima- 
gination ; and the more indiftinA the notions, 
the more the imagination is inflamed. Thus, 
while judgement fleeps, fancy is awake, and 
men live in a world of their own creating. 
But a clear apprehcnfion of things diflblves the 
charm, the rovings of imagination fubfide ; the 
heart is efiefted only through the underftand- 
ing, and men are moved no farther than real 
knowledge of the fubjedt carries them. 

This then is a fingular advantage. Charac- 
tex'ifiic preaching is the great prefervative a- 
gainft the influence of a fpirit which clouds 
the underftanding, diftorts our fenfe of right 
and wrong, and corrupts the beft affeftions of 
our nature. — In fhort, charafteriftic preach- 
ing is, in this, and in every refpe^V, the great 
means, under the blefling of God, of reftoririg 
the fading honours of pure and unJefiled z*^- 
ligion* 

I muft not difmlfs this head, concerning the 

way 
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way to attain the end of Preachings without 
adding, that it will behove us to attend not 
only to the quality of the fentimeots we con- 
ceive, but likewife to the manner of convey* 
ing them. The manner of conveying them 
ought np doubt to vary both according to the 
particular nature of the fentiments, and ac- 
cording to the ftate of mind in the hearers- 
But amidft all fuch variations, there is one 
thing which we fhould conftantly have in 
view ; and that is, that our manner (I fpeak 
chiefly of the ftyle, not merely of the manner 
of delivery), be fimple and natural. Perfpi* 
cuity, united with conciienefs, a capital at* 
tainment in good compodtion, is the refult of 
a juft fimplicity. But what is of the greateft 
importance, fimplicity feems to. be e£entially 
connected with the power of perfuafion. 

It may be a bold opinion, but I confefs I 
have long thought, that were our tafte arrived 
' at mafculine ftrength, a great part of what are 
called elegancies and ornaments would be ac«» 
counted puerilities^ ill adapted to the end of 
pulpit eloquence. They pleafe. But do they^ 
enter thoroughly into the afie^liqns, and work 
perfuafion into the heart ? Perhaps thiey are 
the farther from this for the way in which 
they pleafe us. They give the mind the gaiety 
of amufement : But as interefting views, and 
amufing ones, are two things, fo the ferious^ 
and thoughtful tone of mind, which fuits the 
bufinefs of this place, and that which relifhes 
amufement^. feem to be wide a&^itv^^t* \^ ^v^^. 



d2 2 7he End of Preachingf Scr. 1 1 •^ 

Intelligent hearer, imprefled with the fubje£h 
be ready to anticipate the figures employed by 
thefpeaker, this affords a good criterion forde* 
termining their legitimate nfe ; an ufe never to 
be accounted legitimate, till we ceafe regard- 
ing them as ornaments, and feel their force 
only as means of perfuafion. I grant, that 
fometimes, though not fo often as is imagi- 
ned, juft and lively figures may give a clearer 
and ftronger view of an objeft than can be 
given in plain language \ and then they are 
proper, bccaufc they ferve the purpofc of per* 
fuaiion : But when they give merely a brillt^ 
ancy, they are to be rcjcftcd as below the dig* 
iiiity of eloquence. In fhort, the flyle employ* 
cd in the pulpit, if it be neither languid nor 
grovelling, can never be too fimple. Nor, if 
we regard the end of preaching, can this be 
too much in our view. The hiftory of Jofeph 
and his brethren, in the book of Genefis, (hows 
that an image may be conveyed more natural- 
ly to the mind, and beyond queftion, make a 
ftronger impreflion upon the heart, prcfented 
in plain language, than when it is prefented in 
figurative. The fimple, the pathetic, and tho 
fublime, are in natural alliance. 

Simplicity hath a further recommendation.. 
It hath been aa old and conftantly renewed 
complaint, that men are often abufed by mere 
words and founds. Under this cover fome- 
times pernicious notions have been infinuated 
into their minds, and, not unfrequently, things 
th&t Jiavc very Vude meatim^^^^tlk3i^% uormean*. 
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jDg at all. The cure of this evil is, by a na^ 
tural exhibitioEF, without artifical colouringy 
to make the matter of our difcourre the pro*i* 
minent part of it. True eloquence requires- 
that the fpeaker fubdue the exprefHon to the 
fenilment, and the pronunciation to both. 
And as this is dealing fan ly with our hearers^ 
fo k is the true way of (howing our own merit, 
if* we have any^ For, however paradoxical it 
may appear, tt is a certain fa£t, that many 
have the power of talking prettily or pom- 
poufly, who have very little power of thinkingi^ 

Let it appear that we have fomething to fay, 
rather thau ^hat we are anxious how to fay ir« 
I obferved, that it behoves the preacher to at- , 
tend to the manner of conveying his fenti^^ 
ments \ but by no meatis to let that attentioir 
appear to the hearers. It is the perfection of 
manner, when it (hows the matter, without 
(howing itfelf, and when a hearer, of plain 
natural underftsmding, imagines, that were he 
to utter the fame fentimenf, he would ufe the 
fame expreffions.- And it is a proof of a de^ 
praved taftc in the hearer, to which the digi- 
Bity of eloquence will never fubmit, if the 
juilnefs and weight of the fentiment, clearly 
and naturally exprefled, do not more thaiv 
make amends for the want of ambitious or- 
Baments. 

Let it not be objefted, that the tendency of* 
what hath been now faid is to dieprive our com-- 
pofitions of all beauty. It may have this ten- 
dency through our own want of tafte aadc^^^-^ 
K4 ^^n^-^ 
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city \ and then all the beauties we may be o- ' 
ihcrv?ife able to reach will be frivolous or 
falfe, and luch as eloquence muft fcorn. But, 
confidered in themfelves, fimplicity and beauty 
are fo far from being incompatibki that, oa 
the contrary, the moll refined and delicate» 
and the moft durable beauties, fuch as have 
fiood the teft of all ages, have been unani- 
muufly allowed to many of thofe compofitions 
that are charafteriicd by their fimplicity. Sim.- 
pliclty is diitinguifhed by that graceful eafe 
^^ich is the foundajtion of elegance ; and 
without which all other beauties become auk« 
ward, anff'lofe their name *. 

To conclude. In a difcourfe concerning the 
qualifications of a preacher of rtghtemfnefs^ it 
would be highly blameable to omit mentioning 
one, without which all other qualifications will 
be fruitlefs, and even difgufting \ and that 4s> 
goodnefs of heart, and a thorough intejgrity of 
inward character* The wife preacher will not 
contenthimfelf with an external decorum: He 
will afpire after the beauties, and cultivate the 
graces which adorn the mind* It is this that 
muft give him comfortable hopes of fuccefs ia 
his labours ; £or it is this that will make his^ 
duty his delight \ that wilL lead him to entCF 

* Some, as Lord Shaftfbury, who in their owa 
writings have run into a turgid manner, have yet 
in quality of critics, dropping that vanity and af» 
f e<5lation which adhered to them as authors, been moft 
earneft in the praife and recommendation of fimpli* 
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with feeling into the fpiritual concerns of his 
people, and to pour inftruAion and confola- 
^ tton into their hearts, warm and living from 
his inmoft foul. I| is the people's conviftioa 
of this that will carry his miniftrations beyOnd 
the low end of being merely entertaining. The* 
defires of their fouls will rife to meet them ;^ ^ 
and by the bleffing of Gk>d, inftruAion, re- 
proofi or confolation, defcending with a fweet, 
yet irrefiftible influence, will fink to the bot- 
tom of their hearts. His do6lrine will drop as 
the rairif Ins Jpeech diftil as the dew : As the 
finall rain upon the tender herh^ mid as the^ 
Jhowers upon the grafs* 

' But after all, much, my Brethren, the hear- 
ers of the gofpel, will depend upon you. Doubt- 
Icfs ye may,, if ye refolve it, defeat the beft 
and mod promifing endeavours for reftrain— 
iog your vices. Ye may drown your convic- 
tions in bufinefs, or debauchery, or amufe- 
ment ; or ye may diffipate them in company,, 
and laugh, or join in the laugh, at your be- 
ing furprifed into ferioufnefs. But is this to* 
aft the part of reafonable creatures ? And for 
what purpofe, I pray, (hould ye defire this ?' 
At beft, ye are able to cheat yourfelves but. 
poorly ; for eixdeavour it as ye will, your fuc- 
cefs can never be accompanied with that en« 
tire, thorough-felt fatisfaftion and joy whichi 
attends the conicioufnefs of truth and right.^. 
Or though ye could deceive yourfelves ever- 
fo completely, yet fince ye cannot deceive 
God, what would it avail you^, N^qnA^ ^^^- 
IL5 ^?^^^ 
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By the Rei?erend John Ktnf^ one of the Mi* 
m^ers of Edinburgh, anU n Dirrftor ut ib? 
Society ID Scotland for pf^opigatbg Cbrt- 
Aisin Knowledge. 

Prcaclicd before ite Society, itl tlirir AotttTciv 
r^ry Mci^tng \n the High Ckurcb of ^Inhurgh^ 

on Thurfday» June j, I7S4(. 

T« whlcli at^ adHed, Fa<dla ferving lo ifSuftrait ilie C!lianAflV 
of cite Riglu KfimiitmlsJc ThoQUt*! laic Karl of KjifHtifi^^ 
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your nun be rendered thereby the, more irre« 
trievaJble ? Surely then your concern is to a£t 
like men who fee it to be their intereft not ta 
fhvA but open their eyes, and to know the 
truth.. There are fomej God grant they mayi 
be lew I whjo poilefs the unhappy art of clo- 
thing vice in the mantle of virtuca But there 
are many , very many,.who are well lable to tura 
away their eyes from viewing its native defor-i> 
mity. Ye may manage with yourfelvesi fo as 
to be like the man that beMdeth his natural 
face in a glafss Who beholdetb his > face ^ and 
gpeth his way^ and fraightway forgetteth. 
'what manner of man he luas^. But tell me^ 
will your forgetting this change the nature of 
things ? will it make wrong to become rights 
or falfehood to become truth ? Wherefore^ bet 
ye not uniuife^ but underjlanding what the will 
of the Lord is. Laying afide all malice ^ and all 
guile and hypocrify^ not only towards^ men, but 
towards God and your own confcicnccs, ast 
new born babes ^ defire the fincere milk of tbd 
word, that ye may grow thereby •. 
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id upon it, there is \ teft, by which doftrines 
ciaimiQg to be evangelical| may^ and ought to 
be triedi— a criterion to which the advocates 
for human reafon ihould not objeA> becaufe it 
accordsi at ieaft to a certain extent, with their 
own plan, and that is the ftandard of humaa 
nature \ not indeed as it is exhibited in the 
fiancied portraits of poets and philofophers^ 
but as it is feen and felt in obferization and. ex« 
perieaceiL 

Is the golpet, in the full extent and connec- 
tion of its doftrines, adapted to the ftate and 
circumftances of man I Is it fitted^ witb exqui« 
fite fkilli to afford a fupply to his fpiritual 
wants, and a remedy to his intellefiual difor- 
ders ? Is its- native tendency to elevate our 
fpecies to a rank in the fcale of moral excel- 
lence, far beyond what any other fyftem tvtt 
propofed or attempted ? Then, from iu own 
nature arifes an argument for its Divine Ori* 
ginal, amounting almofi to demondration ; and 
every ferious and candid inqyuirer will ac« 
knowledge with the Apoftle, in the words of 
my text, that «« €hr^ is the wi/dont of God^ 
or, in. other words, that thofe doctrines and 
that fyftem which have Chrift for their author 
and obje^, by their ftrudure and tendency af- 
ford evidence of wifdom more than human, 
and could have proceeded only from God.. 

This is the fubjedt to which I wif^ to direA 
the attention of my much refpefted hearers, 
upon the prefent occafion^ It is evidently an 
important theme* It places, xlaa \^^\i^tE^^ ^^ "^^ 
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gofpeli liot perhaps in a new, yet certainly in's^ 
moft imerefting point of light, and feems well 
adapted to the intention of our prefent afiera^ 
biy. 

And if, upon a fair and candid examination^ 
\t (hall appear, that the gofpe^ is admirably ad-» 
apted to the ftate and circumftances of man,, 
to remove his diforders, to fupply his defedts,^ 
and to carry him forward to the higheft im« 
provement of 'which his faculties render hinv 
fufceptible ; then it follows, that, to convey 
the knowledge of that fydem to thofe of our 
fellow-creatures, who either enjoy it not at 
all, or but in a very imperfeft degree, is an un* 
dertaking benevolent and laudable ; and that a 
Society which have this for their object, ar& 
entitled to the approbation andcouucenance of 
their fellow-citizens- 

In the profecution of this fubjeft, I wi(h not 
to attempr a laboured argument addreflcd to- 
the mere intellect : my appeal is^ to feeling and 
ezperieace as well as to reafon. I wilh ray 
hearers to retire into their own bofoms, ta 
attend to what pafles there, — and there to fuf- 
fer a plea in behalf of *• Chrift, as the ivifdom 
** of God^ to reach them. 

Upon an attentive furvey of the natural 
fiaie and circumftances of man, the following 
propofitions, it is imagined,, will be found un» 
deniably true.. 

Firft, That man, although endued with the cam 
pacity of receiving information^ yet b^ his own 

unaffiftei 
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unafftjted efforts^ is tetally unahh to acquire tht, 
knowledge of thofe truths xoith which it ehufiy 
imports him to be acquainted. 

Secondly, That upon his being enlightened 
with the true knowledge of God andtf his ditty f, 
Be muji neceffarily be impreffed with a de^p fenje 
of his own depravity andguilt.^ 
* Thirdly, That he has a confcioafnMfs ofmoraf 
obligation f and ideas of moral excelbnee^ whick 
experience tells him he cannot by hts &wn efforts, 
fulfil and realize.. 

Fourthly, That he is fubje^ed to many afflic- 
tions ^ for which f upon the principles of reafon^ 
he cannot account^ nor difcover ta what good 
furpofe they tend. 

Laftly, That although he feets both prefaget 
of and dejires after a future fiate of beings 
yei^ from the light of nature t he neither derives 
affurance of its exijience^ nor any certain in^- 
fortration concerning it.. 

Let us confider thefe pnopofitions, andikN* 
quire how far they are founded. If it (halL 
2^pear that they ace ftriAly trye^ then let us. 
examine in what manner the gofpel provides 
a remedy 'for the diforders, and a fupply tO; 
the defeats which jthey imply. The fubjeft, I 
am fenfible, is far too extenfive for the limits, 
of a fingle difcourfe ; but it was ^e fubjeft 
recommended for this occafion by a pesfon to> 
whom both the Society and the Preacher lie. 
under many obligations,.— a perfon wKofe ex* 
teniive knowledge and deep fenfe of religion,' 
tUidicatcd by a corrcfpondlpg {iraAice^ ^a.\^ 
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{Muliar weight to his opinions and recom- 
Biendations in matters where veHgipn was con« 
cerned ; I mean our Jate noble and excellent 
Vrefident *• RefpeA for the memory of this 
good man b my apology fof entering upon b 
large a ^Id. It is indeed butajQnall part of 
it over which I can hope to travel ; but I may 
be able popha^ to point out to my hearera 
feme paths, by whicb^ with much pleafure and 
advantagc^^ may be explored. 

The firft propofitipn is^ That man, t&9Ugffen» 
duedwitb a natural capacity cf receiving irtf^t* 
mationf yet by his 9n»n,una£iJiedeff(^rtSy is totaUyL 
tinaHe to acquire certain knowledge concerning 
thofe truths andohjedls, Vfith which it is ef chief 
importance for him to be acquainted. 

The caufe of human reafon has been pleads 
i^d with ability and zeal ;. ingenuity and fkllk 
have been exhibited in the conftruftion of 
beautiful fyftems of natural religion ; the love* 
linefs and obligation of virtue have been dif^ 
played in all the glowing colours of imagina* 
tion and language^ But thefe elaborate ef^ 
forts in defence of the human underftanding^. 
It is to be obferved, are almoft all of them* 
poftcriory not only to the Chriftian sera» but 
to the period of the Reformation. What na» 
ture could, or could not have done, it is perw 
haps impoffible for us, by an abftra& invefti^ 
gation of the queftiouj to determine. But 
what^^ has done^ and in the mod favourable 

♦ The late Earl g£ HUxtfiO^ Sw\»»Oiwa&fitlxia\W 
cd rp th« Sermon. ^^t^^wa&^5l^H 
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circumftaoces, we certainly know, and the re« 
fult affords no great room for boaftibg to h^r 
advocates. 

Let us look into the fiate of religious know- 
ledge among nations unacquainted with a di* 
vine revelation, not among the rude and bar* 
barous, they might be deemed unfair exam* 
pies ; but in the philofophical and claffical 
ages of Greece and Rome, when all the pow* 
ers of the human mind were cuhivated to a 
degree of perfection which the efforts of mo* 
dern times can never furpafs. And yet in 
thofe refined ages, when ft:ience and art fhone ■ 
ibrth with a luftre which does honour to hu- 
manity, how grofs and deplorable was the 
darknefs of even the wifeft of men with re« 
gard to the moft important of all fubjeds^ 
the nature and perfeAions of the Deity, the 
relations which man bears to God» and the 
duties which thefe relations infer I It were 
indeed higtjily. unbecoming in us, who enjojr 
fuch fupertor advantages, to affed): to undervalue 
the ancients. In compofition and reafoning^ 
as well as in the fine arts, they will ever be re* 
garded as models even to modern genius. And 
as to religion and morals, what labour, and 
Ieai*ning, and ingenuity could dt>, they have 
done ; yet how miferably they have failed ia 
known to all who are cokiverfant in their wri« 
tings. Their ideas of God were vague, con* 
fufed, contradictory : To the rational homage 
due to him as the Creator, Preferver, and 
Governor of the univerfe, the^ ^ wt &i'Wi^^^^ 
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Their fyftems of morals were confined and 
defe£live, being calculated rather for the forms 
of republican government| than for mankind 
at large ; their profpeAs of futurity were dark 
and uncertain. 

Thefe things it were eafy to prove, by en- 
tering into a particular detail ; they have been 
often proved to a demonftration ; what then 
ihall we think of the modefty of modern adi- 
vocates for reafoui who, while they pretend 
to reject the aid of divine revelation; lay claims 
to a knowledge in divine things, more accu- 
rate and profound than- was ever poflTefTed hj 
a Socrates or a Plato, a Ckrero or an Epic-* 
tetus ? This afiumed fuperiority is an infult 
oBfered not to revelation' only but to reafon 
itfelf. 

But if men of profound intellcftual abili-' 
tics, whofe whole time and attention were 
devoted to abflraf): fpeculations, were igno- 
rant of the leading fundamental principles of 
religion, what mufl: have been the fituation 
of the great body of the people ? Them the 
philofophers profcffed not to teach, them they 
regarded and treated with the moft fovereign 
contempt. The religion of the people was 
accordingly a motely compofition of fable and 
fuperAitious abfurdity. Their manners eor« 
refponded ^ and what hopes could be enter- 
tained of their reformation, while, in their 
mod flagitious enormities, they were vindi* 
cated by the example of the gods^ or rathei; 
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the iiAitious monfters of vice and impiety 
which they adored ? 

What then in refpeft of religious infbrma* 
tion conftiiutes the aftonifhing difference be- 
tween them and us ? Nothing, it is obviouS|but 
that written revelation with which God has 
bleffed mankind In the fcriptures : A fyilteia 
calculated for the inftruAion and moral im< 
provementi not of the wife and learned only» 
but of the ^ people at large ; of mankind in 
all ages and nations, in every fpfaere and con* 
dition of life, and in every fiage of intelleAual 
improvement. 

Our blefled Saviour and his apoftles Jield 
no fecret do£lrines with myfterious caution 
imparted to their immediate difciples, and 
other doctrines which they promulgated to 
the people. They addrefled their whole fy- 
fiem to the public, and in terms, which, while 
kvel to the meaneft capacity, were calculated 
to enlighten the moft [H'ofound. Hence we 
account for a fa^b the moft extraordinary in 
the hiftopy of our fpecies, that a Chriftian 
of the meaneft ftation, and humbleft intel* 
)e£lual endowments, knows more of God and 
things divine, than all the wife and learned of 
Pagan antiquity. While they dii^uted con* 
cerning the being, pcrfedions, and govern^ 
ment of the Deity, and could agree upon no>^ 
thing ; the Chriftian mechanic knows and 
firmly believes in the one only living and true 
God, the Creator, Preferver, and moral &> 
tremor of the world. 
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While they doubted whether any^ or what 
a£ls of devotion were proper, he approacbeth 
with humble joy and confidence to the God 
and Father of the Lord Jefus in thefe exer- 
cifes of his worfbip, which God himrelf hath 
prcfcribed. — While they removed God to an 
infinite diftance from them, and refolved all 
events into an unintelligent blind fate^ or into 
general undiftinguifhing Uws of nature ori- 
ginally eftabli(hed ; he believes and confides in 
the conftant prefence and influence of a kind 
over-ruling and particular Providence.— While 
ancient philofophers debated concerning a ftate 
of future exiftencci leaning fometimes to the 
fide of hope, but oftener far to that of fear 
and doubt, and on the whole coniidered death 
rather as an eternal fleep, than an introduce 
tion to another mode of being ; the Chrt- 
ftian, learned in the fcriptures alone, regards 
this life but as the con^mencement of his 
exigence, and death as the gate through 
which he (hall enter into manfions of im* 
mortal felicity and perfeAion. — ^While the dif- 
ciples of nature could never conceive an i- 
dea fo (Iraoge as that of the refurreftion of 
the body, or fo aftonifhingly grand as that of 
a general judgement ; every real Chriftian's 
uiind is eftablifhed in the belief, that a day is 
approaching, when the whole human race in 
one vaft aiTembly, and in both^parts of their 
frame refiored to union, fhall ftand before 
the tribunal of him who made them, fhaU 
each receive from his righteous fentence a. 
portion fuitcd to Vv\s xcA cVi^t^LSat, %xA \ifc 
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immediately fent 'into reakns of eternal hap* 
pinefs, or regions of darknefs and defpain 
Wliat m^nificenty what fublime ideas are 
thefe ! How far beyond the peach of human 
difcovery ; and bowcpQwejrful muft be their 
influence upon every mind which (incerely 
believes them ! 

But it i3 not in thefe grand and leading 
principles alone, that .the dark and benighted 
mind is illuminated bv the gofpel; no truth 
in religion or morals is left undifcoyered which 
it is neceflary or proper for man to know, and 
none, perhaps, which» in the prefent ftate of 
his faculties, it is poffible for him to compre- 
hend. Every thing is revealed which €an 
i^brve to enlighten his underftanding, with re- 
fpeA to the great. principles of faith and duty, 
form his heart to the love of God and good- 
nefs, and train him up in a courfe of progref- 
five moral improvement, to a fitnefs for be- 
ing finally united with the Author of his 
exiftence. 

Thefe truths, permit me to obferve as a 
matter deferving particular attention^ the 
Chriftian receives, not as probable conclufions 
from a train of rcafoning, in which it is poffi-^ 
ble his own mind may have deceived him ; he 
aflents to them not with a faith, wavering at 
beft, and always fubjeft to the encroachments 
of doubt 5 he receives them upon the teftimo- 
ny and authority of God 5 he confides in them 
as truths, certain as his own exiftcnce, and 
which, even in his wideft deviauoii^ i\t:itsi x^c^r. 
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plan of conduft they prefcribe, it is impoffiblc 
for, him to rejeft. The experienced ChriftiaD, 
io giving credit to this divine fyftem, refts up« 
on evidence which, though he cannot com* 
snunicate it to other men, is to him demon- 
firation ; by the irrefi(]tible energy and happy 
influence of its doflrines upon his own heart 
and life, he knows and feels that it is tie power 
and tie wi/dom of God for falvation. 

Thus it appears evident, from the'lgnorance 
that prevailed in the moft cultivated ages, that 
reafon alone is a moft infuflicient guide to 
thofe truths which are of chief importance for 
man to know, that fupernatural difcoveries 
were abfolutely neceflary, and that in this re- 
fpeOi the gofpel revelation is admirably adap- 
ted to the circumftances and neceflities of hu- 
man nature. 

This will appear no ' lefs evident from con- 
fidering the 

Second propofition. That the human mindy up* 
on being enlightened with the true knowledge of 
God and of duty, mujl necejfarily be imprejfed 
with a confcioufnefs of guilty and dread of pu^ 
.nijhment, for which reafon and nature have 
provided no remedy. 

That mankind in all ages, and under even 
the moft imperfeft notions and forms of reli- 
gion, were affefted with a fcnfe of their own 
ill dcfert from a fuperior being or beings, ap- 
pears evident from the whole train of their hi- 

ftory. 
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fiery. The great Author of nature never left 
himfelf without a witnefs in the human breaft. 
The voice of confcience, <* accujing or excu* 
** Jing** too much accorded with the decifions 
of the underftandingy to be wholly filenced 
by bad education! or corrupt fyftems of reU« 
gion. 

Yet it is certain that our ideas and our feel- 
ings of moral turpitude muft always, in a great 
degree, depend upon the notions of duty which 
we have formed or received. It follows, there* 
fore, that they whofe minds, inftead of being 
^ improved, were debafed and corrupted by pre- 
vailing fyftems, muft have felt comparatively 
but little uneafinefs, in coofequence of their 
deviations from the laws of genuine religion 
and of pure morality^ Hence the idea of mo- 
ral obligation with the ancient Heathens, was 
the refult of feeling rather than of reafon ; and 
their religious fervices, the extorted drudgery 
of mercenary dread, rather than the volunta- 
ry tribute of reverence and love. It was chief- 
ly their experience of phyjical evil which gave 
birth to their confcioufncfs of moral guilt } it 
was when lightnings flaftied and thunders rol- 
led, when war and famine and peftilence fpread 
devaftation around, that they were terrified in- 
to the belief of having deviated from the will, 
and tranfgreftcd the laws of the God of na- 
ture. Hence their omens, their augurs and 
oracles, their priefts and temples, and the 
whole coftly train of their religious rite^; 
hence in a particular manneri their ^v&vcc^^ ^^- 
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ibred up in facrifice to obtain the favour, or 
expiate the wrath of offended Deity. 

Sacrifices, as has been often ob(erved| afibrd 
the moft unequivocal proof,^ not only that a 
fenfe of guilt and of deferved punifhment, but 
alfo of the neceffity of an atonement j . were 
univerfal among mankind. At the fame time, 
it muft be admitted, that reafon, in vain, feeks 
to find out a connexion between the (bedding 
of the blood of an animal, and the remifiion 
of human tranfgreiEon. With much proba- 
bility, therefore, it has been concluded, that 
the idea of facrifices originated, not from the 
natural deductions of reafon, but from a divine 
revelation handed down by tradition. Yet 
(till the univerfality of the pradlice, while other 
-truths and ordinances of religion were totally 
obliterated and forgotten, amounts to a proof, 
that a fenfe both of guilt, and of the necefiity 
of an atonement is congenial to the human 
mind. 

If {uqh was the general convidlion of man- 
kind, when guided by nature alone, and with 
f%ich imperfedl notions of God and duty as fhe 
afforded, what mud be the ideas and feelings 
of men enlightened in the true knowledge of 
the Supreme Being, the extent and perfeftion 
of his laws, and the awful fanClions by which 
they are enforced ? Many, it is admitted, ac- 
knowledge thefe truths, who are but little af- 
fefted by their praftical influence. When fti- 
Ciulated by the impulfe of paffion, reafon, and 
argument, and even obvious intcreft, plead 

with 
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with them in vain. It is not in the feafoh of 
health and prorperity that we can expeft from 
a man of the world ferious attention to the 
reprefentations of another^ or even to the 
conviftions of his own mindi concerning the 
depravity of his character. But vifit him ia 
the day of his calamity, when pain of body 
and anguiQi of fpirit have taken hold of 
him. See him efpecially in the near views of 
death, roufed to confideration of his fpiritual 
and eternal ftate, forced to look back upon his 
paft4ife, and forward to an awful futurity ; 
a(k him then, how he is to appear before God» 
what account he can give of his life, and 
upon what foundation his hopes ai*e placed i 

The delufive expedlations which ignorant 
fuperftition received from deligning pricftcrafc, 
it is not neceflary in this country and in th« 
prefent age to expofi^ Excepting that of the 
gofpeli then, ther« are but two pleas to which 
with any probability of fuccefs man can have 
recourfe ; Ms own attainments in virtue, and the 
mercy of God. As to the firft of thefe, the plea 
of merit ; wbOj that is pofTeiTed of a found 
mind| will for a moment reft upon it as his 
title to eternal life i Examine the beft of your 
ailionsianalyfethe principles from which they 
proceeded, and on which they were conduA- 
cd } bring them to the ftandard of confcience, 
compare them with the pure and fpotlefs 
precepts of the gofpel, you will find that they 
come far (hort, that they are full of impe^*- 
feftion. — But liad the cafe been otherwife. 

Vol. IV. L and 
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and had a fiew anions of your life been per*^ 
feAly pure and virtuous, ftill you are but un» 
frofitable iervants, and even in there have 
done no more than your duty. Surely then, 
thefe can make no atonement for the innu- 
merable tranfgreflions which you muft con* 
fefs* The pica of merit, indeed^ from a crea- 
ture to his Creator, efpecially from a crea- 
ture fo guilty and depraved as man, is at once 
fo arrogant and abfurd, that ftupidity aod ig- 
norance alone can urge it. 

The other plea to which the finner may 
have vtQOxxvity^the mercy ofGod^^^is far more 
plaudble ; yet neither will this avail him, if 
raifed on any foundation fave that which God 
himfelf hath eftablifhed in the gofpel. In any 
other way it muft be rejedted as invalidj both 
by reafon and by confcience. For the ftern 
demand of reafon is abfolute, unlimited obe- 
dience \ and the accudng voice of confcience 
fills the heart, not with the hopes of pardon 
and acceptance! but with the fad forebo- 
dings of impending judgment. What then 
IS the ground upon which the light of nature 
can direct the iinner to build his hopes of the 
divine favour ? It is at leaft but a faint pro- 
bability, a prefumptive hope, that in conSpaf- 
fion to his weaknefs, God may he plcafcd to 
pardon his tranfgreillons, and to accept of 
his fervices, imperfeft and unworthy as they 
have been. But this plea, it is evident, may 
be urged, and thefe hopes be afiumedj by 
cvcrj offender, however enormous, againft 
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every law both human and divine^ which n 
at once to annihilate all diftinftion between 
right and wrong, virtue and vice. If the ex- 
tent of the divine favour is to be meafured by 
the unbounded hopes of the finner^ then how 
are the perfe£lions of Deity^ and the equity of 
his moral government to be vindicated ? How 
is a difcrimination to be made between the 
righteous and the wicked, ** between thofc 
<' who ferve God and tbofe' who fex've him 
" not ?*• 

Both reafon and conicience concur in con- 
demning the finner's claim to the mercy of 
God : A claim fuggefted by audacious hope, 
and founded upon principles too fallible to 
bring peace to a mind anxious about futurity, 
and apprehenfive of juft retribution* 

Now, if this Tandy foundation be the only 
one upon which the religion of nature fup- 
ports the hopes of her votaries, let us inquire, 
whether the wifhes of the human heart be 
placed upon firmer ground, by the go/pel it^ 
jelf^ according to a late fajhionable fyftein : A 
fyiiem, of which the chief objeA is to exclude 
from revelation the atonement of Chrid, that 
grand and capital doctrine which hitherto, in 
the general fenfe of the church, was not only 
its chara£leri(lical dlflindion, but the great 
pillar on which -all its other parts depend. 
To the abettors of this fyftem, the doftrine 
of falvation by the crofs, inftead of the luif" 
^om cf Godf appears, as much as ever it did 
L 2 \.^ 
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to the ancient Jews and Greeks^ ** a fiumbling 
«« block andfoolijbnefs:' 

To enter into the field of controverfy upon 
this fubje£l belongs not to my defign : Nor is 
it necefiary : Ability, and learning, and elo- 
quence'have been employed in its defence, at 
leaft in an equal meafure to any which have 
been oppofed to it» and with this fingular ad- 
▼antagCi that in the plain fenfe and common 
acceptation of words, the uniform language of 
Scripture is decidedly in its favour. So much, 
rndeed, is this the cafe, that great ingenuity 
and ikill in criticifm alone can torture them 
into a different meaning. '< That Chrift fuf- 
^ fered and died as an atonement for the fins 
*' of mankind,** fays a latb polite and ingeni- 
ous lay-writer *, " is a doftrine fo ftrongly 
•^ and fo conftantly enforced, through every 
** part of the New Tellament, that whoever 
•• will ferioufly perufc thefe writings, and de- 
** ny that it is ihere, may with as much reafon 
*' and truth, after reading the works of Thu- 
•• cydides and Livy, aflert, that in them no 
*^ mention is made of any fa£ts relative to the 
" hiftories of Greece and Rome.** 

In behalf of this moft interefting doArine, 
I would appeal, not merely to found criticifm 
and fair interpretation of Scripture 5 I wifh it 
to be tried not by the underftanding and the 
reafoning powers of the mind only, but alfo by 
the feelings of the heart, and particularly by 

* Soamc Jenyns's Vkjw of the Internal Evidence of 
ihe Cbriftian Religion, 7th edit. p. 2^9. 

the 
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the confcience of a finner awakened to a fenfe 
of guilt, and alarmed by the thoughts of a 
judgment to come. Defcribe to a man of re« 
dedion^ in that ftate of mind, the plan of 
the gofpel when ftripped of this do£lrine ; tell 
him of the fublimity of its do£lf ines, the puri* 
xj and excellence of its precepts, and the aw- 
fulnefs of its fanAions \ delineate to him the 
unexampled innocence and beneficence of the 
life of its blefled Author, the aftonifhing 
magnanimity and fortitude of his death, not 
as Tifacfifice forjin^ but as a teftimofiy to the 
truth of his do6lrine a?id miffion : Explain to 
him, if he will liften to you, the laboured and 
ingenious criticifms by which you remove the-. 
common acceptation of words, and prove that 
the doArine of the atonement has no place in 
the facred page. But what^ may not the alar« 
med finner juftly reply, does all this contribute 
to the eafe and comfort of my troubled mind I 
The purity and extent of the fyftem of duty 
enjoined by the gofpel, its dreadful fan£tions» 
and the fublime character of its Author as an 
example, only tend to exhibit, in more glaring, 
colours, the imperfe£lion of my obedience, the 
greatnefs of my fins, my juft defert of puniih- 
ment, and my total incapacity of making any 
£itisfaAion to divine jvftice. Tou tell me, that 
even upon your plan, the gofpel contains the 
ftrongeft adfurances of mercy and pardon to> 
the fincerely penitent. But does not the fame 
gofpel, in folemn terms, declare, " That God 
*^ is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity, 
L J « that 
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^* that he will not acquit the' guilty \ that the 
^ unrighteous (hall not inbeFk the kingdom 
«< of God ; that he will reader to every mam 
" according to his deeds, indignation and 
^' wrath» tribulation and angut(h upon every 
** foul of man that doth eviL'' Some way 
there muft be, if the gofpel be indeed from 
God, of reconciling thofe contradictory afler* 
tions. Tour hypoihefis does it not. From it 
I derive no folid fatisfaAton to my mind. In 
it I perceive no foundation upon which I can 
build my hopes of pardon and acceptance with 
God in any confifliency with his truth and ju« 
ftice, with the harmony of his perfedtions, and 
the equity of his governments Ontbe contra- 
ry, by pointing out the purity and extent of 
the divine commandmems, and the terrible 
punifhments prepared for tranfgrefibrs, it only 
ferves to render my condition more hopelefs 
and defperate. 

To a perfon in this ftate of mind, what 
founds can be fo cheering,, fo full of confola- 
tion and peace, as thofe which convey the true 
and diAinguifhing doftrine of the gofpel f^ 
^* God fo loved the world, that he gave his 
w only begotten Son, that whofoever belie- 
<' veth on him ihould not periOi but have 
•* everlafting life ♦. — Herein is love, not that 
«< we loved God, but that he loved us, and 
<* fent his Son to be the propitiation for our 
<* fins t« There is now therefore no coadem-« 

♦ John ill. i&» \\ io\ixvvu\Q^ 



State ani Circiw\fidnces $/, Man* tl47 

*' nation to them that are in Chrift Jefus.-^ 
'* It is God that juftifietb^ and who can con* 
« demn*?** 

Where was there ever a do£lrine or an ide^ 
conceived or propofed^ fo wonderfully calcu'» 
lated to give eafe to the foul trembling under 
a confcioufnefs of guilty as that which is con- 
tained in thefe, and a thoufand other paflage9 
equally explicit ? Are the difficulties^ which 
the pride of human reafon fuggefts, unfur- 
mountable obftackt. to the reception 6f this 
.doctrine ? Shall we renouncci with di^dain^ 
that pardon of fin and that gift of eternal life, 
which nature moft vehemently folicits^ becaufe 
oiFered not in the way which our (hallow un« 
derftandings propofe, but in that which in- 
finite wifdom hath chofen, as the purchafe 
of the obedience and death of the Son of 
God ? 

-In the page or field of controverfy^ in the 
warmth of angry theological debate^ and eager 
conteft for vidtory, obje^ons may appear for- 
xnidable. But what will be their afpedtto the 
'Chriftian» in his hours of retirement and feri« 
bus reflection, when meditating upon his own 
chara6:er and defert, and looking forward ro 
^is appearance in the presence of his ' Maker? 
Then, be aflured, thefe mountains created by 
pride and contemion will dwindle away into 
nothing, and the mind will return to fentiments 
xQorebccoming its condition. In thefe fcafons, 

* JUtfQ..vni. i«.33«S4» 
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the queflions. which appear of chief impor* 
tancc are not, in what myfteries and difBcultiea 
18 this dodlrine involved ? but, are the fcriptures 
the word of Cod T and is this doSrine of the 
atonement there plainly affcrted and maintain^ 
ed? 

Myfterionfnefs undoubtedly attends it ; but 
myfieries inexplicable occur in every fa£t which 
we obfcrve in the natural world ; and why 
fliould we prefume to think that in a plan fo 
grand and fublime as that of the recovery of a 
loft and perifbing worlds there fhould not be 
circumftances which our very limited under- 
fiandings cannot explain ? 

If fatisfied that it is the^doArine of the word 
of God^ the difficulties attending it will he 
eafily overxiome; and with a grateful joy pro* 
portioned to its value^ the humble Cbrifiian 
will accept of it " at the unfpeakable gift of 
^ C7orf'* for falvation. 

One remark, which the ferious contempla* 
tion of this fubjefk fuggefis, is of fuch impor« 
tance as to deferve your particular attentioiL; 
it is this : That the idea of God reconciling a 
loft and guilty world to himfelf through the 
medium of the obedience and death of his 
own Son, is in itfelf fo fublime and fo aftpoiih* 
ing, fo far removed from every thing which 
ever had, or could be fuppofed to have enter- 
ed into the human mind, that this of itfelf a£- 
fords a ftrong prefumption, that from humaa 
bvention it never originated* But bow that it 
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h revealed from God^ what doArine caa briDg 
along Vfiih it fuch peace and fecurity to the; 
heart ? In the obedience and expiatory facrt«p 
fice of the Son of Gxxl^ the. true Chriftiaa 
fbes not only all. ground of fear itemoved, but 
the moft-fuUime and Satisfying profpefk open-> 
ed to his view,, he beholds all the perfedtiona^ 
of the divinity harmpnioufly engaged in his 
behalf^, and the God of nature bearing to^ hicn 
the relation^of a Father^ in the moftendearing 
fenfe of that exprefliom EuU of this idea, the 
Chriftian rifes. to an elevation of mind and chai> 
rafterf of which otherwiie human, nature is- 
incapable- Secured in. the divine favour and- 
proteAion, he feeh himfelf excited to every 
thing great and noble in fentiment and adtion ; 
and refting upon this foundation, he calmly 
but cheerfully looks forward to that folemn 
day which will diilblve his connexion with^ 
the world, andi admit him into the immediate 
prefence and. enjoyment of his God*. 

If fuch are the happy eScAsof this^do£farIne^, 
■and fuch the confolation which, in circum*^ 
ftances the moft a&£liDg» it brings to the hu- 
man mind; if^ in paflages without number, it 
is moft exprefsly aflerted. in. the Scriptures;. 
nay, if it.be indeed, what it appears to be, the 
cardinal point upon which, the vthole fcheme: 
©f revelation turns ; and, finally, if it not only 
gives no encouragement to relaxation of mo-- 
rals, but brings along with it the ftrongeft andi 
moft aftcfting motives to hoUo.tfe ?cTi<i ^\ix\«?^ 
ofiicartand life; theoi upoa hiYl^x ^^vcw^v^^'^^ 
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defatigable perfeverance* labours to banUh it 
from the ftandards of our fakh ? Let ks ene- 
mies prove that it is produ^live of any mi(^ 
chievous confequences either to fo'ciety or to 
the individuali and we will excufe their ho* 
Aile attempts. On this point we ap{>eal in its. 
behalf to £aA and experience. Look awHind 
you in life, my brethreui and fay from your 
own obfervation, whether they who fincerelyt 
believe and confide in the merita of the Sa.vW 
our for acceptance with God» are lefa peace* 
able, indu(lrious» and ufeiul than others, as^ 
members of civil ibciety, — lefs faithful,, laborir 
ous and refpeAed as miniftcrs of ceiigion,-— 
lefs confcientious and upright in bufincfs,-*^-' 
lefs attentive and affedionate in fulfilling the 
various duties of iociai and domcftic life?^ 
You cannot fay fo ; you know that the very 
reverfe is the truth. It is impoflible in the 
nature of things^ but that ir muft be fo \ for 
the faith of this doctrine necefiariiy leads tOr 
the hatred of fin, the love' and praAice of ho-» 
lintfs. <* The grace of God,, that bringctk 
*' faivation, hath appeared to all men ; teach- 
*' ing us, ti^at denying ungodlinefs, and 
** worldly lulls, we fbould live iobesly, righ- 
** teouily, and godly in a preient world *• 

If 

* Tit. ii. XX. XI. Sec alfo Rom^vi. x. James ii,x4« 

<^^. A multitude ot other padagei to the lame pur- 
yofc occurs in Uic Utvi TctLaokcaV. V^^^^y ^"^^ v^^^ 
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If this ft tfrc ttuth as ftcti.ln faft and^ob- 
-fcrration, where b the bcncvalcntc or hurtta- 
irity trf «ttempti»g to tfeftiiDJr the peatc and 
darken the profpefts of thoufands of* ftrioos 
and good minds, founded upon this doctrine i 
Could we fuppofe it even a dream, a mere phan- 
tom of the imagination, yet if it is not only 
harmlefs but beneficial, b there not cruelty ior 
difturbing it, and in endeaTOuring to awakeik 
the mind from its fancied fecurity, to fear, 
and doubt, and perplexity ? — But let us not 
be too much alarmed ^ there is no room ta 
apprehend that thefe efforts, however zea-^ 
louHy conducted, (hall operate to any great 
extent, or that the now fafhionable hypothe- 
fis (hall be of long duration* Like many o- 
ther opinions which have had aheir fucceffive 
days of triumph in the Cbriftian world, it will 
vanifh and be forgotten ; other fyftems of er- 
ror may follow, and for a time obtain, but 
truth is powerful, and (hall at length prevaiL 
When wearied with controvcrfy and mifrepre- 
ientation, men will have recourfe to the Scrip- 
tures in their plain and obvious meaning, as 
the only ftandard of faith, and as containing 
the only fyftem of principles which is adapted 
to the ftate and circumftances of fallen and 
guilty man. Human prrde will bend fubmif- 

objtdl of the Apoftle Paul^in all his epiftles, is to fliew 
the nccelTary and infeparable connexion b<;tween the 
fincere belief of this do^rine, and holinefs of heart and 
We» 
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^Ye biefore the oracles of divine wifdoiPi and, 
the doArine of (alvation by the crofs of Chrift» 
be received with joy as the ivifdm Mi tbf jpra^t 
^refCod^ 
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The (ame Subjed; continued. 

I Cor. i. 24. 
..^.^ehriji tie Wifdm of Cod: 



tN difcourfiog fronr t&eft words, I hare eft- 
* deavoured to (hew, 

Firft^ That man, although endued with the 
capacity of receiving information, yei by his 
own unaffifted efforts, is totally unable to ac- 
quire the knowledge of thofe truths with 
which it chiefly imports him to be acquainted. 

Secondly 9 Tliat upon his being enlightened 
with the true knowledge of God and of hfs 
duty» he muft neceffiirily be impre£fed with a 
deep fehfe of his own depravity and guilt. 

I now proceed to the illuftration of the 
third propofition mentioned in order to fhew 
the peculiar aptitude of the gofpel difpen- 
fation to the< date and circumftances of man^ 
viz. 

That he has a confiioufnefs of moral obUga* 
tionf and ideas tf moral ^xce({cn€e% -wKvA ex- 
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perience tetls him he cannot by his own efforts 
fulfil and realife. 

That inAn cannot vttaia. to ^that escellenee' 
of ch^ra^ler of which his mind natural* 
ly forms the idea» is evident from faA and 
vniverfaA ^sperifincc- Moral and religious 
fyftcms formed under the light of nature 
alone, we have already confidered, and found 
them to be moft defe^ve^ and erroneous. 
The moral feelings of meni k is true, muft 
correfpond with th^ir ideas of duty and 
moral obligation. Yet limited and imperfe£t 
as were thofe of the ancients, we find many 
,of the bed aodwifeft amcing thcmy acknoif* 
ledging the inhifficiency of their- own powers^ 
jftad thcL abfolute .neceffity of divine affii^ance^ 
to carry them to the heights of even that vir- 
tue of whix:h they had formed the conceptioiu 
JNay> it is well known to have been a maxim 
vniverfally received among the Heathen?, th^ 
without the j^d/tfx, or i^fpiratioii of theDivi- 
jiity, nothing great in fentiment or aftion was 
ever attained by man*, buch is the natural in«- 
fiinAive fen£e of the human mind, of its owa 

• Hymn of Cliafithes, trat.Jklid by Gilbert Weft, Ef^ 
For nor in earth, nor earth-cncircling floods. 
Nor yon clhcreal pole, tht feat oFgiids, 

is ought prrform'd without thy aid* divine ; 
Strcnjjth, wiftlom, v'-rtue, mighty Jove, are thine. 

WtST*8 Workk, Vol. II. p. 4&; 

* The heroes of Homer and Virgil, it is well known, 
accoroplifhifd aimoft outhin^ without the ioterpolitionr 
.«f£6me. deity,. 

weaknelk 
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^fedqpefi and oooftant dependence upcm^'Ood! 
But tf fuch meet tho oonvi£iioD9 ef moA whofb 
ideas of 'morM et^ligattCMi mre--fo -^icdtdSiSgljr 
knperfed/w^at^nHift be thoidiirhitfh the know- 
ledge of the gvjind and perfBft'fyftem of dutjr 
cn}6iacd by the golpel eiinnot'tmt e^Ue f A 
fyftem which^ taking ks rifi: frooi <^od| in* 
dudes every Felacion itt which man is placed', 
and every dixy «rhioh the4b redatkms idAir^ 
which extends even to the regntatio^of tht 
&CPCC moYementt -of the heart. 

Upon taking a ferious view of this great 
plan of duty, and thci> cbcnparicig it with his 
own powers and capacities, who will prcfuinc 
to fay that he is abk to realtfe tt in praAice ? 
Folly alone ^an give birtb lo.fb abfurd and 
preiumptnoHs anexpedationi. Every man of 
candour will feel and acknowledge the dccla^ 
ration of the Apoftk Paul, to be far more co&- 
fonant to bis own experience. / fee a Idv) in 
my members i .warring ag^iiifi tf)e lain of my 
mind^ dnd bringing me tnto captivity to the ianu 
•of Jin : fo that when I would do good, evil is pre^ 
Jjsnt with me*. *' My veafon lees and ap- 
<< proves that which is good, and which the* 
^' gofpeL hath enjoined^ but I feel its autho* 
<* rity infinitely too weak to enforce its own^ 
^ decifions.. PaiSon and temptation lead me 
♦• aftray, and 1 yield obedience to the law of 
** fin, at the very time that my conscience 
f^ dilates unlimited compliance with the law 

? Roiiu vii. %^ 
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<* of God. Iir oppofilion to my better judg« 
** ment^ I rejeft my lawful Sovereign* and o« 
^' bey a tyrant and an ufuipen. Though aa 
^ admirer of virtue, I am a pitiful flave to 
<' ^ce> and in every ftep of my condtt£k my 
^ own mind witnefleth againft me. Wretch^p 
^* ed man that I am, who or what can deliver 
y me from fo deplorable a fituation ?** No« 
thing, fays the voice of his experience, uot 
thing' fay the conviftions of his underftand«i 
ing, but the power of that God who originally 
gave him exiftence. 

But however much the natural feelings of 
Its neceffity may diAate a wifh for fuch aid^ 
where, fave in the gofpel of Chrift> is there a 
(hadaw of bopCt far lefs fecurity, that it will 
be afforded ? With what infinite fatisfadlion, 
tben» will the ferious mind liften to the grar 
cious declarations of the Son of God : ** That. 
'^ he was manifefted not merely to expiate 
*^ the ffdilt of fin, but to deftroy its- dominion 
*' in the foul ; not only to procure for man a 
'' title to the divine favour, but to qualify hioat 
*' for its enjoyment* He eaihe to deftroy the 
*• work of the devil,"— to undo the unhappy 
cffe£b of the original apoftacy.; to remove that 
depravity of human nature which it introdu- 
ced*; to reftore to the foul thofe moral ex- 
cellencies which conftituted the image of in 
Maker ; and to train up the. man in a pro* 
greffiye courfe of. improving virtue, to a fit- 
nefs for admifiion into a ftate of felicity con^ 
genial to his rational and moral capacities. 

The 
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The immediate agent, by whom thefe grand 
and noble objeAs are accompliihedi we are 
taught by the gofpel, is the third of the facred 
Three who bear record in heaven ; that blefled 
Spirit of grace, whom, under the charaAer of 
the Comforter, Chrift promifed, to fupply the 
want of his perfonal prefence, ta convince of 
fm^ of right eoufnef Si and judgment ^ and to 
lead men to the knowledge^ love, and obe» 
dience of the truth. It is the general afler* 
tion of our LcMrd, that << except a man be 
*« born of the SfMrit^ he cannot enter into the 
<< kingdom of God *•'' It is by the fecret but 
effedual energy of this divine Agent, that aa 
entire change is produced upon the natural 
difpofition, and a new charaAer formed, of 
which the particular features, arc exhibited ia 
the gofpelj and often defcribed by its miaiftert 
in the detaih 

In general, the great work of the Spirit is^ 
to enlighten the underftanding to difcern, and 
incline the will to confent, to the pure andfpi* 
ritual fyftem of the gofpel : to give to the 
decifions of the judgment authority and fbrce^ 
and to fubjeA the aficAions and paffions to 
its controul : to f^-eferve the powers of the 
mind in their due rank and fubordination, 
and direA them into the proper channel fbt 
promoting the great ends for which they were 
given, — the glory of God, and the eternal 
bappinefs of the foul. For this purpofc we 

• John iii. s* 
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are taught, that when received into our hearts, 
he puidiSes thenit and renders them a fit hahi- 
Nation for himfelf ; he aflifts our defires and 
endeavours after religious improvement, and 
renders efieAuaU for accompltfhing the ends 
t)f their infticution, all the ordinances of the 
gofpel. He -eftablifhes our minds in the true 
knowledge and faith of divine truth \ gives 
purity to our defires, fpirituality to our af- 
feAions, and fervour to cvur devotion. He 
vfibords direAioa in difficulties, comfort in x&- 
fliAion, defence againA temptation : He gives 
to the confcience that peace of Gk)d which 
pafieth underfianding, and which even the 
terrors of death cannot (hake. His operation* 
are filent and invifible, yet their effisAs upon 
the mind and character afibrd certain evi- 
dence of their exiftence ; and what thefe are 
tlie Scriptures have told us, << love, joy, peace» 
5' gentienefs, meeknefs, goodnefs,'' and in a 
»ord, all the mild and amiable virtues which 
ixftore is man the iikenefs of his Maker, and 
form the Chiiilian to the life of heaven evcfi 
Rbile <m earth. 

This d^nStrine has been objected to, pn ac- 
count of its myfterious and inexplicable na* 
ture. And in fo far as regards the manner of 
the cijipirit's operations upon the human mtnd» 
it is admitted to be inexplicable. This is air 
tawed by our Saviour himfelf in his -conven- 
fatioa with Nscodemus *• But the difficultf 



Joho iii.^S» 

of 
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of accounting for a faA^ is no argumem a- 
gainft its a£hial exiAence ; otherwtfe there » 
not one fa£t in the natural world which might 
not be difputed. We often know that there 
does exift a connedlion between caufes and their 
cfifeAsy when the nature and manner of that 
connexion, and the reafon why the one (hould 
immediately follow the other, we cannot ex* 
plain. We know affuredly that in man, mind 
a£ls upon body, but how it doe$ fo, reafon 
and phiiofophy will fcarcely pretend to tellais* 
If this fa& then, however dark and ineftpti^ 
cable, mufr be admitted» why (hould it he 
thought incredible, that mind (hould a£t up* 
on mind ? And prefumptuoufly to deny, thai 
that Almighty Spirit who gs^ve exiftence to 
all other beings, corporeal and incorporeal^ 
who upholds and governs, who aAuates and 
pervades the wkole, cannot and does not iift 
upon, the human foul, is as little conformafak 
to the CKpe&ations of nature and the di^tet 
of found phik)fophy, as it is to the conftant 
uniform language. of 8cript;ureu.. 

It is fartber QbjsiAed, that this doctrine H 
inconfiftent with the freedom of human agen* 
cy: Bitt, from coaiidering the naitiu-e and 
ebje^ of the operations of the Spirit, tht 
very re verfe. appears to be the truth. He.nei<^ 
ther deprives ihe foul of any of its natural 
faculties, nor fuperfedesthe uibof tbem. H^ 
only {prelerves (hem in their juft fubordina^ 
lion, and gives to the underftanding that a«i- 
thoris; and deciilon wUcb are neceflary to its 

purfuin^^ 
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purfuing with freedom and effeA, its proper 
objedb. ** If he worketb in lis," it is onljr 
that <' we may both will and do that which 
'< is well-pleafing to God,'* and conducive to 
our higheft and beft intereft. And who is fo 
free as he who feels hhnfelf emancipated from 
the (hamefiil bondage of fin, / and volun^ 
tarily engaged in the fervice of his Maker ? 
<< The man whom the Son of God. hath made 
♦* free, muft be free indeed,* 

Impious wits and libertines have prefnmed 
to exhibit this do&ine of the influences of the 
Spirit, in forms as ridiculous as they are pro- 
fane. But by fuch attempts, they only ex« 
pofe the depravity of their own hearts, their 
ignorance of human nature, and their fliock- 
ing ingratitude to G6d, for thefe much-need* 
ed interpofitions of his grace. 

And now let me aik, what there is, in the 
ftate and circumftances of man, which caa 
vindicate the rejeAion of this moft precious 
doArine ? Who can refleQ upon the hiftory 
of ages that are paft, or look around him 
into real life at prefent, and obferve the ge- 
neral prevalence of depravity and vice among 
mankind, together with the abfolute ineffici- 
ency of ordinary teachers for their reforma- 
tion, and not acknowledge the neceffity of an- 
other and more powerful inftruAor ? Or wha 
can attend to his own experience of the ex^ 
Ueme imbecility of his nature, as well as the 
infeniibility and averfenefs of his mind to fpi- 
ritual and divjliie things, and not confefs his 

entire 
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entire dependence upon the grace of God, 
rejoice in the offers of it made in the gofpeU 
and with earneflhefs proportioned to the value 
of the gift, implore that it may be vouchfafed 
to him ? As to the real Chriftian^ he needs no 
other argument than his own experience. By 
the happy effe^s which he hath produced up- 
on his heart and life, the Spirit of Cod wit" 
nejfeth to his fpirit^ the certainty of his divine 
influences. They arc the fource of his com- 
fort, the foundation of his hope. Conduced 
by this infallible guide, he trufts to be ena- 
bled to advance in thofe paths of pleafant- 
ne(s and peace, which lead to the mansions of 
eternal joy. 

Thus, from the effectual aid which it af- 
fords, we difcover, how admirably in this re- 
fpe£t alfo the gofpel is adapted to the circum* 
ftances and neceflities of human nature. 

The fourth propofition mentioned in order 
to (hew the aptitude of the gofpel to the ftate 
and circumftances of man is, That he isfubjedl* 
ed to many unavoidable evils ^ for which, upon 
the principles of reafon, he can neither accguntt 
nor difcover any important good purpofe to which 
they tend. 

In no point of view, perhaps, docs the got 
pel wear a more pleafing afpeft, or appear 
more exquifitcly fuited to the necefSllcs of our 
nature, and in none does it manifeft a jnorc 
glorious fuperiority over all the fyftcms of re?i- 
ibn and philofophy, than in the confolations 

which 
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vhich it affords to the afilifted mind. Com«> 
fort in affli£lion was one great objeA of ancient 
philofophj, to the attainment of which its moft 
firenuous efforts were direAed ; but never 
did it more completely fail, or appear with a 
more mortifying inferiority. It was impof* 
fible that in this attempt it could fucceed. 
While ignorant of the true caufe and .origin 
of evil, while a ftranger to the belief of a parti- 
cular over-ruling Providence, but efpecially 
Hrhile deftitute of ail rational and well-founded 
hopes in the rewards of futurity^ upon what 
bafis could philofophy rear a folid fabric of 
comfort? Its boafted confolations, accor- 
dingly, we find to be little better, than either 
unmeaning declamation, or the arrogant dic- 
tates of a pride that was never made for man. 
Bring them to the teft of real life and experi* 
ence, and their emptinefs will immediately ap- 
pear. Try the influence of any, or all of them 
united, to bring comfort to a man labouring 
under the complicated ills of pain, poverty, and 
grief; and judge by the efieft. Tell him, with 
one fefl of phiiofophers, that thefe evils under 
which he groans are in fad): no evils ^ and are 
founded only in imagination \ that in every &• 
tuation of human life, however wretched and 
miferable in ^appearance, and however deffi- 
tute of hope in a future ftate, flill to the wife 
and good man, virtue is its own fufiicient re- 
ward : Or, with another feft, tell him that the 
evils of life are merelj fortuitous, the efieft of 
Hind chance^ or of an undiftinguiffiing irrefff- 

tible' 
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tible fate, and that td repine is vain ; can yoa^ 
think that ailertions like thefe will foothe the 
angui{h of an afflided mind ? Will: not eve^ 
ry fufferer to whom they are addrefled» regard 
them rather as infults added to his miiery ? 

Compare with thefe fuggeftions of philofo* 
phy, the clear and coniiftent, the grand and 
fublime confolations of the gofpel ; and upon, 
the iiTue even of that comparifon, I ihould wiU 
lingly reft the argument for the truth and di* 
vine original of our holy religion. In the dis- 
coveries of Chrift and his apoftles, what is.' 
there wan ting, which, the underftanding re* 
quires, or the heart of man feels to be necef- 
fary for his comfort under afflifllon ? In the 
gofpel, we are taught to believe, that not by 
general laws originally eftabliihed, but by a 
particular watchful adminiftration, the Al- 
mighty prefides over the univerfe} — that the. 
care of his Providence extends not to great 
and important events alone, the interefts of 
nationsi or the rife and fall of ftates, but to 
every the minuteft concern of the meaneft in* 
dividual, — that all being his creatures, are the* 
objects of his care, and that the infinitude of 
their number produces no ansdety or confufioa 
in the divine underftanding. " Not a fparu 
•* row can fall to the ground without his 
<< knowledge, and even the hairs upon our 
•< head are all numbered by him •." 

In the direAion of human affairs according 

Mattb. X. 39. 



t64 ' ^e Go/pel adapted to the Scr. 1 3* 

to our Saviour's do£lrine, nothing is fortui- 
tous or contingeuty and nothing left to the 
uncontrouled operation of fecond caufes. 
Means and their tSe&s as well in the moral as 
natural world are in the hands of the fove* 
reign Ruler of theuniverfej and arranged by 
him in that precife manner which infinite Wif- 
dom knows to be beft calculated for promo- 
ting his own glory, and the general good of his 
intelligent^ offspring. 

Thefe are truths as fublime as they are im« 
portant, to which the underftanding gives iti 
willing aflent, and on which it repofes with 
confidence and fecurity. But our blefiTed Sa- 
viour hath given a ftill more pleafing view of 
divine Providence, and a yet more comfor- 
table direction to the faith of his difciples. 
He taught them to regard God as bearing to 
them the mod amiable and mofl: endearing 
character in which he was ever reprcfentcd to 
man, even that of a Father tender and afiec« 
tionate, taking a particular concern in all that 
i^egards them, ordering every circumftance ia 
their lot, and caufing even thofe difpenfations 
of his Providence, which to them may appear 
mod dark, or which they may feel moft di- 
flrefsful, effeftually to promote their higheft 
moral improvement. '^ Let not your hearts 
«* be troubled,'* faid he to his immediate 
difciples in the hour of their forrow, and the 
fame exhortation he is to be confidered as ad- 
drefling to his faithful followers in all ages, 
•* ye believe in God, believe alfo in me." 

Read, 



. State and GircumJIanceftif Man. ^4$ 

Read, my Brethren, the coafolatory difcourfe 

of which the^e words are. the iQtrodu6tioa» 

attend to the Various fubfime fources of com* 

fort' which are therein opened up, and by 

thefe fpecimens judge of the confolations which 

the gofpel at large holds forth to tUltdiftref* 

fed. What fim(^icit7, what majefty, what 

authority is confpicuou^ in every fentence of 

that admirable difcourfe ! Who that is capable 

of relifhing the beautiful and pathetic, or .of 

admiring the grand and fublime, can peruie 

it, in a ferious, and efpecially in an afflicted 

hour^ without feeling the moft lively emo* 

tions of hope and joy excited within him^ 

]E.7en cafte and fenfibiUty, abftrafting from de« 

VOU0.1, muft lead to the acknowledgement, 

tha this difcourfe could have proceeded from 

nace other than one who intimately knows 

.tiie receiles of the human heart, and is able 

to.afFora a remedy to its heavieft woes ? 

To fpecify in the detail the various fources 
of confolation which the gofpel exhibits to 
the Chriftian mourner^ would require a fe- 
parate difcourfe, or rather a ferics of difcour- 
fe^ The gofpel indeed, to every one who fe- 
rioufly e?tamines its nature and tendency, will 
appear to be what its name imports, ^ood 
w^w, tidings of great joy to all people ; but 
it is in an efpecial manner addrefled to the 
poor, the perfecuted, the affliftcd ; and to 
give ihcm confolation and hope is one of its 
primary objcfts. The office affigned to its 
divine Author in ancient prophetic defcrii^- 

Voi^ IV. M vvci^sL 
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tion of his charaAeri and which he both ap* 
plied to himfelf, and literally^lfilled, was 
*' to preach good tidings to the meek, — to 
^' bind up the broken in heart, — to comfort 
^* all that mourn •.** " Come unto me, all ye 
^* that libouri and are heavy laden, and I will 
•^ give you reft f/' was his own kind and gra- 
cious invitation. And where can the tofled, 
perplexed, agitated foul find peace, but in the 
blefied afyluni which he hath opened in the 
gofpel. 

For the greateft miieries to which human 
nature is fubjeaed,-^(f wr^wr^, confcious guilty 
and moral imbecility^ we have already feen the / > 
noble and effeAual remedies which h hath 
provided. And as to affliction arifing from 
other caufes, none can be fo fevere and op- 
preflive, as that a balance, and more than a 
balance to them is not afforded, by the doc- 
trines, the promifcs, and fublimc profpe^ of 
the gofpel. 

To go through the melancholy catalogue 
of human ills is needlefs ; however varied and 
however aggravated, in the confolations of the 
gofpel a remedy is to be found for them all. 
Of tbefe confolations this is the fum. — ^Their 
Father in heaven fends trials and affliftions to 
his people, becaufe he loves them : He pro- 
portions the degree of their fufferings to what 
he knows to be neceflary in order to carry 
forward their fpiritual improvement : He en- 

J^ If. Ixi. X. and Luke iv. x6. &c. f Matth. xi. aJ. 

courages 
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courages them to fpread th£ir wants before 
him, and enjoy the exquifite fatis£aftion of 
pouring out their complaints into his com- 
paffionate bofom : He affords the fupporting 
aids of his grace» in a meafure correfponding 
to the feverity of their trials, and be gives 
them affurance, that, however afflifUve and 
diftreffing, *' they (hall yet work out for them 
*' a far more exceeding, even an eternal weight 
«< of glory/* 

How cold add comfortlefs are the refined 
confolations of philofophy, in comparifon oi 
tfaefe noble and reirefliing truths ! It is im* 
poffible not to feel for thofe who had no bet* 
ter to produce. When we (ee labour, inge- 
nuity, and eloquence employed by the great 
mafters of reafoning in ancient times, upon 
this fubjeA; when we behold them turning 
on every fide for comfort, and laying hold of 
every circumftance which reafon could fuggeft 
to reconcile them to the evils of life ; and the 
refult of their painful refearch to be only dark* 
nefs, gloom, and uncertainty ; we can fcarce- 
ly help dropping a tear of pity over their un- 
happy fituation. But " bleffcd are our eyes, 
•< for they fee, and our ears, for they hear,** 
what thefe great and wife men with tranfport 
would have feen and heard, but were not fo 
highly favoured. 

••Bleffcd art thou, O fincere believer in 
•• the gofpel, for to thee thy Saviour hath 
«• revealed all that is neceffary to reconcile 
" thee to thy lot, however painful and dU 
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** ftrcflSng. Much thy heavenly Father may 
^* call thee to fuffer in the courfe of his righ- 
*\ teous adminiftration ; thy worldly poflef- 
<< iiont may take wingSj and leave thee poor 
<* indeed; thy good name may be wrefted 
^* from thee by envy and mifreprefieotation \ 
*^ thy friends may prove cold t^qd treache- 
*' rousy and death may tear fropi x^kfit thofe . 
*^ on whom thy heart leaned with fondeft af* 
•* feftion ; but ftill if thou retained thy con- 
** fidence in the doctrines and promifes of thy 
•* Lord) thou canft never be bereaved of corn- 
el fort.'* Thefc arc confolations addrefled not 
to reafon and the pur« intellect alone, but to 
the ftrongeft affe£tions of the heart. Support- 
ed by thefe, feelings may be oppofed to feel- 
ings •, fuch as are grateful and cheering, to 
thofe that are difmal and fad, — The view of 
futurity, in an efpecial manner, unfolded by 
the gofpel, like the fun burftiog from behind 
a dark cloud, will diffipate the gloom, and 
enliven the darkeft fcenes of life. It will 
fmooth the pillow of a fick-bed, and recon- 
cile the mind even to poverty and pain. It 
will bring compofure to the ChriAian when 
bidding farewel to a dear departing friend ; 
nay, amidft the laft pangs of the diflfolving 
frame, it will fuftain his fainting fpirit. 

And this naturally introduces the laft pro- 
pofition ftated in order to prove the fitnefs of 
the gofpel to remedy the defcAs of nature, 
viz. That rvafcn unaided^ affords no fixed prin* 

ciples 
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clples upon nvhich the belief of immortality can 
be eflablifbed. 

There is unqueftionably in the humaa mind 
a capacity of extending its views beyond a pre- 
fent worlds and the exercife of this faculty is 
ever accompanied with fecret prefages and 
hopes of future exiftence. Anxious wi(hes 
and foreboding fears, it is true, do of them- 
felves afford no certain evidence of the pro« 
longation of our being ; yet it is an undoubted 
faA, that the belief of immortality in one 
form or other has prevailed among manldnd 
in all ages and nations, among the ignorant 
and rude, as well as the inforiaed and culti- 
vated. 

Whence hath it arifen ? From the conclu- 
fions of reafon and the deduftions of argu« 
ment ? Such never was nor could be the 
fource of any one general opinion or perfua* 
fion. — ^For reafoning^ the great body of man-^ 
kind have neither leifure nor capacity. With 
abftra£t arguments they are totally unacquaint- 
ed, and when propofed to them, they have no 
force or efie£t upon their minds.— -As to the 
immortality of the foul, it is certain, that ib 
far was the belief of it from originating from 
learning and philofophy, that fcepticifm with 
refpcA to it never prevailed^ till it became 
the fubjeA of reafoning and argumentation. 

We are forced, therefore, to feek for an« 
other and more probable fource of this uni* 
verfal perfoadon. And no opinion on this> 
M 3 point 
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point feem$ to be fo well fupported as thac of 
thofe who maintain, that the doArine of im- 
mortality is co^eval with man himfeUy that it 
was conveyed to him at his creation by the 
Author of his beings and handed down by 
tradition through fucceffive generations* 

Certain it is, that the farther we trace back 
the biftory of the human race, the deeper and 
firmer we find the belief to have been of this 
great principfe of religion and morals. 

But it is natural to fuppofe that all tradi- 
tional knowledge, the farther it removes from 
its fource,. the more it will be Corrupted in 
its purity, and impaired in its influence. 

And fuch was the fate of the doctrine ua» 
der confideration. It degenerated from age 
to age, till at length, about the time of our 
Saviour's appearance, it was cFothed in fuch 
extravagant forms, and fb disfigured by the 
abfurditiea of vulgar fuperftition or poetical 
fidion, that men of fenfe and reflcflion were 
afhamed to adopt it into theii' iyftems of be- 
lief. Unwilling, however, to renounce en- 
tirely the hopes of nature, phih>fophers inquN 
red with unremitting ftudy, what fupport and 
encouragement they could derive from reafoa 
itfelf, in behalf of an opinion fo congenial to 
the nobleft ambition of man. 

To this moft interefting fubjeft, they appear 
to have given the whole force of their minds^ 
and all their great powers of reafoning. Eve* 
ry argument which the nature and facultiies 
of the human foul| and their ideas of Deity 

could 
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could fnggeft, were confidered and weighed 
with all the. attention and care which genius 
and unwearied application could infpire and 
beftow. And what was the refolt ? Greater 
hefitation, doubtfulnefs^ and perplexity, thaa 
exifted before. 

Nor would this appear in the leaft furpri- 
fing, did the limits of this difcourfe admit of 
an inveftigationf of the argumentSi. whether 
phyfical or morale upon which they refted 
the proof of i[nmortality.r 

Certain it is that they ferved not to brinf; 
conviction to the underftandiog, or to eftablifk 
the minds of even thofe who employed them, 
in the belief of this great fundamental princi- 
ple* . This is admitted by an elegant modern 
hiftorian, who will not be accufed of prejudice 
againft them, '* The writings of Cicero/' 
fays he, <* reprefent in mod lively colours 
^< the ignorance, the errors, and the unccf« 
'< tainty of the ancient philoTophers, with r^ 
** fpeA to the immorulity of the foul. When 
^* they are defirous of arming their difciples 
*' againft the fears of death, they inculcate as - 
** an obvious though melancholy pofition, 
*' that the fatal ftroke of our diflblution re- 
^ leafea us from the calamities of life, and 
*' that they can no longer fiiffer who- no long« 
••erexift*.** 

Compare^ this dark and diimal ftate of mind 

• Gibbon's Hiftory of the Decline and Fall of the 
Roman £mpirc, Vol. I. p. 556. 4to edit. 

Mf4 io 
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in the moft enlightened of men guided by rea* 
fon alone, with the clear views, undaunted 
fortitude, and afiured hopes of the firft Chri- 
ftians in mtdft of the fufierings, dreadful to 
nature, to which they were expofed. 

•* We are troubled on every fide,*^ fays the 
Apoftle Paul of himfelf and his fellow dif- 
ciples, " yet not diftreflcd ; we are perplexed, 
•* but not in defpair ; perfecuted, but not for- 
*< faken; caft down, but not defiroyed; — for 
" we know, that if the earthly houfe of this 
*' tabernacle were diflblved, wc have a build* 
^^ ing of God, an houfe not made with hands^ 
** eternal in the heavens *•" 

Contraft the fentiments of Socrates whh 
thofe of that Apoftle when placed in the fame 
circumftanccs, and mark the difference. *• It 
^ is time for us to depart,** faid Socrates to 
his friends after he had fwal lowed the poifon ^ 
•* for me to die, for you to live. • Which of 
^< the two is beft, the immortal gods know,^z/^ 
*^ Ifuppofe na man on earth can certainly tett.^ 
But hear the Apoftle Paul, alfo in the immedi- 
ate profpefl of a violent death* ** I am now 
** ready to be ofiered up,** fays he to Timothy, 
^* and the time of my departure is at hand. ^ I 
" have fought a good fight, I have finiflied my 
** courfe, I have kept the faith. Henceforth 
** there is laid up for me a crown of rightc- 
<* oufnefs, which the Lord the righteous 
" Judge will give me at that day \k For mc 

♦iCor, iv.S. 9. andch. ▼. !• \ aTim.iv.6,&c. 

«* ta 
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'* to live is Chrifti*' (aid he in another placc» 
•* and to die i^ gaia*.*' 

And fee in what fublime and Animating, 
ftrains he writes, not merely of the immorta* 
lity of the foulj but of the refurre£Uon of the 
body, and its exalta^tion to a pure and fpirituat 
itnode of exiftence, exempt from fufiering aild 
decay, and qualified for being the habitation of 
the foul perfedled in holinels and glory. — 
♦^This corruption/* (peaking of the body,.. 
*^ muft put on incorruption* and this mortal 
«•• (hall put on immortality »—;then (hall be 
« brought to pafs the faying that is written^. 
** Death is fwallowed up in viftory. — O deaths, 
" where is thy (tiog, O grave, where is thy 
•* victory P But read the whole of the noble 
difcourfe upon this grand and interefting fub- 
jeft, contained in the fifteenth chapter of the: 
Eirft Epiftle to the Corinthians, and then fay,, 
whether fuch ide^^ concerning fj/j^c invifible 
- world could, ever have entered into the unaf*^ 
filled mind of man. 

The contraft might be carried on to a great 
extent, but I fhall folicit your attention ta> 
two other pafiTages only, in which it is com^ 
plete. 

" I have great hopes,'* faid Socrates to his. 
judges, ^' that this fentence of condemnation. 
•* may be to my advantage. — For either in. 
<^ death all our fenfations are extinguiflied^. 
^f ,and then it is like the repofc of ^ quiet fleep* 

« FhiUi. »x. 
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^* undifturbcd bj dreams ; or elfe iris a de-» 
** parture into another ftate, whither thcf 
** who haAre left the world are already gone. 
^ Jnd if Ms be the cafe^ is it nothiikgi think 
^ you, to talk with Orpheus^ and MufaBiiSi 
^ and Homeci and Hefiod ^ I could die ma- 
^ ny timet to enjoy the pleafute of fuck coa« 
** verfations.** 

Who can read thi» paflage and) not feel 
for this wife and excellent Heathen, thvs. 
cxprefling the hopes of nature^ and thus- 
uncertain concerning, their accompli(hment» 

But attend to the animated reprefentations 
given by the Apoftle Paul of the fublime focic* 
ty wiiich: heavea will afford to the Chriftian. 
He fpeaks-of it with equal affiarance^ as^if he: 
and they to whom he addrefled himfelf had 
been already introduced into the bright aflem* 
bly. ** Ye are come unto Mount Zion, and 
*^ unto thg city of the living God,, the heaven* 
^ Ly Jerufalem^ and to an innumerable com* 
*' pany of angels *, to the general afiembly and 
" church of the firft born which are written 
ff^ in heaven^ and to God the judge of all^ 
^ and to the fpirits of juft mea made perfc£l, 
<* and to Jefus the mediator of the new cove- 
w nantV* 

Such, are the profpe£b which the gofpel 
opens, and fuch the hopes which it holds 
forth to animate the labours, to foothe the af- 
fiiftlons, and to fupport the patient perfeve- 

* Heb. xu\ aa> &c» 

lancc 
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ranee in well-doing, of all who receive it as a 
rule of faith. Profpefts thefe and hopes, dc« 
rived not from the &l)ible conclufions of rea* 
fon, not from the fond wifhes of an afpiriog 
mind, but founded on the teftimony of the 
infpired oracles of God. Upon this immove- 
able bafis refts the whole fabrk of our belief 
concerning the exigence of the foul after 
death — the refurreftion of the body — a day o€ 
general jadgmenc — the future torments of the . 
wicked^ and the glorious immortal rewards of ' 
the righteous. 

Thefe grand and mod affecting doAnnet 
are^ revealed^ not ia-the l^kiguage of mere affir- 
mation only, but in fo great a variety of figu>* 
yative animated reprefentations, as to convey to 
the imagination, as well as to the reafon and 
judgment^ the livelier and deepeft impreiEons 
©f their truth and reality^ They are contirmF* 
cd by the moft folemn authority which hca* 
ven and earth could afiurd— by the declare* 
tions, by the death, and refuFFefjbion and af« 
cenfion of God's e&ernal Son« And what caa 
operate fa powerfully upon the human mind 
as thefe views of the moral government of 
God ? What can ferve fo effectually to recal 
men from the grovelling purfuit of objects un- 
worthy of their nature, and excite their moft 
vigorous endeavours for the attainment of 
thofe moral qualities which will furvive the 
flroke of death, and conOitute the eternal fc-^ 
licity of intelligent beings? 

Who can reflc£tj in partitularj. upon that 
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happy iiiiinortality which Chrift and his Apo- 
files have defcribed as prepared for real Chri* 
ftians, aifd not kiftantly difcern its wonderful 
aptitude to the defires and nobleft ambition of 
eur nature ? In fine, who can ferioufly tft« 
tend ta that glorious fyftem of which this is 
the grand object and fin^ confummation^ and 
not acknowledge from the warmeflr feelings of 
his hearty as well as the fuUeft conTidion of 
his underftandingi that it is the great truth of 
God for the improvement and comfort of 
man? 

' Hav^c. thus offered a very general illuftr»- 
lk)n of the federal propoficions ftated, permit 
me to give the fum of what has been faids ia 
a very fliort abftraffc^ 

Is the mind of man naturally ignorant^ and 
by its own unaffifted powers totally incapable 
of difcoveriDg truths in themfelves th&^ mofl; 
important, and of the moft ei&ntial confe-^ 
quence for man to know ? Behold the gof- 
pel, like the benign rays of the morning fun 
on the benighted world, illuminating his dark 
undei (landing, inilrudling him in everybrahch. 
of knowledge neceflary to inform his judg- 
ment, to improve his heart, and elevate his. 
foul to that rank in the fcale of moral exift* 
cnce for which it was originally defigned. 

Is man guilty and depraved, condemned by 
his own mind, and terrified with juft appre- 
henfions of future and dcferved punifhment ? 
Hear the foul*fCviving language in which the 

gofpcl 
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gorpel addrefies him. <^ Believe in th^ Lord 
<< JeAu Chrift> and thou (halt be Taved*. 
«< There is no condemnadon to them who are 
<< m Chrift Jefos^^It is Gkxi that juftifieth; 
<^ who is he that condemneth f ^^ 

Is man not criminal only, and obnoxious to 
deferred punifhment, but to every moral and 
good purfuit weak and impotent^ incapable of 
lovingi and ienringi and enjoying God ? See 
the gofpcl holding forth to his acceptance 
the fecret but eficAual energy of the divine 
Spirit) to change his difpofitton^ renew his na- 
ture* and by his blefling upon means adapted 
to the end| to train him up in a progrdEve 
courfe of moral improvement into a fitneft 
for the eternal enjoyment of his Maker. 

Is man by nature the child of fuffering and 
the heir of forrow, is he fubjcAed to a con- 
ftant fucceffion of affli£lions for which he can- 
not account, and under which he finds no ef- 
feAual confolation ? Uftep to the gofpcl af- 
furing and convincing him^ that thefe trials 
are not only no real evils, but bleffingi in dif- 
guiie, the medicine of the foul, and means in 
the hand of Gk>d for purifying it from the 
drois of corruption, and preparing it for ad- 
miffion into the regions of etermQ purity and 
peace«. 

Laftfyt Are man'i natural profpeAs beyond 
the grave covered with darknefs which reafon 
in vain attempts to penetrate^ and is his mind^ 
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in confcquencci filled with fear and perpleat- * 
ty ? See life and immortality unveiled by the 
gofpeU every thing difcovered concerning a 
future and unfeen world which it is necefiarjr 
for man to know, or which it is probable fac 
can comprehend ; every thing at leaft which 
can ferve to allay his fears, confirm his hopes » 
and eftablifh his mind in fecurity and peace* 

Confidert then, this grand and wonderful 
fyftem of divine wifdom and grace. Think of 
it with the ferioufnefs which is due to the im* 
portance of the fubjeA \ view it in its full ex- 
tent and beautiful connexion of parts ; — then 
turn your attention upoDi your oWn fituation 
and character, lay your hands upon your 
hearts, and fay if you cauj that this is not the 
fyftem which your nature re({Qired> ; or rather 
fay, whether it is poffible for the human mind 
to form the conception of a. fcheme of reli- 
gion, fb admirably calculated to fupply its de- 
feds,, to heal its difeafesi to- reftore it to its 
primitive dignity and excellence- Indeed, my 
friends, to the ftate and circumftances of man 
it is adapted with fuch perieA and peculiar 
ikill, that to the mind which ferioufly attends 
to both,, and compares them together, this con- 
clufionb irrefiftible, "the author of our na- 
** ture, and the author of our religion, is 



Let us now attend for a little to the im- 
provement to be made of this difcourfe. 
Audi in xhtfrfi pla^e, let me aik, whether 

this 
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this oeconomy of reUglon is not worthy of all 
acceptation, as the oobleft and beft gift which 
Heaven in mercy could beftow upon man ? If 
foy how enormous is the guilt of thofe ment 
wbo» in fpite of evidence the moft fatisfying, 
and too often, it is to be feared, in oppofition 
to the convi£tions of their underftandtngSt 
and the feelings of their hearts, not only re- 
jeA this divine fyftem, but traduce iu excel- 
lence, hinder its. progrefs, and ftrive to deftroy 
its influence? Let them beware i. Their guilt 
is great, their danger is extreme. «* These 
** is a fin which is. unto death * j a fin which 
^' fhall not be forgiven, either ia this worlds 
^ or in that which is to come V 

In the/ecQud place, from the iketch that has 
been given of a few of its leading features, it 
appears, that the gofpel contains an uniform, 
regular, and harmonious plan,, fo intimate^ 
and efientially connected in all its parts, that 
not one can be taken away without a mate*' 
rial injury to the whole The grand object of 
the gofpel, as we have feen, is to rai/e man 
fallen and apoftate^frora ignorance, guilt, and 
miiery, to glory and immortality* The means 
employed are worthy of the end, they are a* 
like from God> and their fucce& is infallibly 
certain i for what infinite Wildom hath devi- 
fed, omnipotent power is able to accompliih. 
To alter or innovate upon this plan, and e- 
fpeciaily to remove any one link of this great 

f 2 John v» Id. t Matth. xii. i%. 
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chain» is dangerous in the extreme. Strip the 
gofpelt for example, of the dodrine of the a- 
tonement, and what foundation remsuns to 
the finner, on which to build his hopes of pat- 
don and eternal life ? Remove the influences 
of the Spirit, and how is it poffible, that a be- 
ing fo depraved, fo unlike to God, and fo 
fieeble in his moral and religious faculties, can 
become qualified for the prefence and enjoy- 
ment of his Maker ? Take awdy any one doc- 
trine peculiar to the gofpel, and you deftroy. 
the unity and harmony of the whole fyficm. 
It becomes broken and disjointed in \t%, mem*^ 
bers, the means ceafe to be equal to the end, 
the foul is deprived of the great fources of its 
fecurity, and relapfes into fearfulnefs and 
doubt. -In a word, it is no longer the plan of 
divine Wifdom, but of human invention, nor 
is the honour of the divine perfeAions con- 
cerned to crown it with fuccefs. 

Do you wi(h then, my friends, to have 
your minds eftabli{bed in the true knowledge 
and faith of the gofpel-fyftem ? Seek it not,, 
I befeech you, in the partial, infidious repre- 
fentations of defigning men, but in the Scrip-, 
tures themfelves. There you will fee it in all. 
its excellence, you will admire its aptitude to 
your condition, you will feel its va ft impor- 
tance and value ; and with jpy you will acqui- 
cfce in it as the wifdom and the p(ywer of God 
for falvation. 

In the lajl place. If the plan of the gofpel, 
in its true extent| be indeed fo admirably ad- 

jagtedi 
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apted to the ftate atld circumftances of man $ 
if It providesa remedy for his ignorance, guilt, 
and imbecility; if it affords to him the only 
edcAual confolation under the various trou« 
bles and forrows of a prefent life, and the on- 
ly fure foundation upon which his hopes of 
another and better can reft ; then it follows 
that to extend the knowledge, and to promote 
the influence of this divine fyftem, are the no-* 
bleft objects of human benevolence. 

To a dark and benighted world at large, 
our efforts cannot extend. New arrange* 
ments of Providence alone, can pave the way 
for its converfion. But while we feel for the 
unhappy fituation of the vaft multitudes of our 
fellow creatures remaining in ignorance and 
idolatry^ and lament our incapacity to briiig 
them relief, let us humbly and earneftly re- 
commend them to the compa^onate regards 
of the great univerfal Parent; let us plead 
with him as arguments, his refpcA to his own 
glory, aild to the bieft interefts of his rational 
offspring: Let us plead with him lua own 
truth and foithfulnefs in fulfilling his promifes, 
that, by methods known to his infinite wifdom, 
he would enlighten the dark places of the 
earth with the pure light of evangelical truth, 
and haften the happy time foretold, *« when 
•* the dominion of Chrift Jhatt extend from feet 
" tojea^ and from the river even unto the ends 
" of the earth ^."^ 



* Zcch. \%. 10. * 
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But although, by good wifhcs and prayer» 
alone, we can expreft our Chriftian benevo* 
Icnce to the Infidel world at large v yet in be- 
half of certain corners of it^ we may certainly 
employ more aAive and immediate exertions. 
To the remote, uncultivated, untutored di- 
ftri£U of our own country, in particular, we 
may, and every principle of religion, and eve- 
ry feeling of humanity call upon us, to fend 
relief by fuch means as are withm oiir power. 
This is tie weU known objedi of that Society on 
whofe account we have met together ^ and at 
, whofe defire I have addrejfed you. Their pane- 
gyric would come with an ill grace from one 
of their own body, and who for fome years 
.has had a fhare in the direction of their bu« 
finefs. 

A more particular account than would be- 
come this place, of our procedure, of the fpe- 
cial objefls of our attention, and of the fuccefs^ 
which has attended our labours, will fbon,. ac- 
cording to ufual pra£lice, be fubmitted to the 
infpeaion of the public. — In general, I have 
the fatisfaAion to inform you, that at no pe- 
riod were the affairs of the Society in a more 
flourifhing fituation than at prefent, — at no 
period did they exhibit a fairer profpeft of 
increafing benefit to our country. With the 
mod lively gratitude,^ we acknowledge the 
continuing generofity of the public,, and the 
munificence of individual benefactors, in con- 
fequence of which, from fmall beginnings, our 
funds have artfen to their prefent magnitude* 

Of 
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Of the confidence of the public in the inte^ 
grity with which this facred and important 
truft has been conduced, we have received* 
and particularly of late, the moft flattering 
and fubftantial proofs. Men of the firft rank 
in the kingdom, whofe names are an ornament 
to their high ftation, and others, both of this 
and the neighbouring country, dlfiinguiihed 
by the eminence of their talents, and their in- 
fluence in public affairs, have not difdained 
to enrol their names with ours, as members 
of an aflbciation for promoting religious know- 
ledge and ufeful induftry. They have not 
been aihamed to appear in an' open, avowed 
manner, as its patrons and benefafiors, and 
with an a£live and liberal fpirit» to labour for 
promoting its great and beneficent purpofes. 
In the confcioufnefs of their own benevolence^ 
in the bleflings of them who were ready to 
perifli for lack of knowledge, and above all, 
in the approbation of the great liniverfal Pa- 
rent of mankind, may they find their aohlc 
reward ! 

To a variety of perfons, whom their fituation 
in life precluded from perfonal fervices, we have 
lately been indebted for generous donations, 
to afiift in carrying on the good caufe in wliich 
we are engaged. With gratitude they have 
been received,' and with fidelity they (hall be 
employed* 

But one donation received fince we had lafl 
an opportunity of meeting together upon this 
Qccafioo^ \% of too great ougoitude to be pafled 

over 
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over with this general acknowledgement. I 
mean the princely benefaflion of a Lady *, 
~ whofe name will long be precious to the real 
friends of religion and their country — a Lady 
whofe rank and high conne£tionS| whofe un- 
common natural abilities and acquired accom- 
plUhments, would have attra£ted the notice 
and commanded the refpeft of the politeft 
circles, but whofe chief diftinftion arofe from 
a warm and uniform fenfe of piety, a heart- 
felt zeal for the beft interefts of religion and 
her fellow- creatures, and unwearied, unin* 
terrupted exertions in promoting them. To 
thefe important purpofbs fhe devoted herd- 
minent talents and her beneficent life. To 
thefe objects, at her death, fhe confecrated her 
ample fortune : To promote the ends of this 
Society in particular, fhe bequeathed a fum f 
fo confiderable, as greatly to enlarge our fphere 
of ufefulnefs. 

While we gratefully acknowledge this and 
other benefactions, while we give thanks to 
God for putting it into the hearts of thofe to 
whom he had given the power to beflqw them ; 
we at the fame time profefs ourfelves to be 
only flewards for the public in employing 
them. For public purpofes they were given, 
and to the public, we pledge ourfelves, they 
ihall faithfully be devoted. Be ours the pains 
and the labour, be theirs the advantage. We 
folicit the countenance and aid of our fellow- 



• Lady Vifcountcft G\ttvotc\i^, -^ L. 5000 Sterling. 



ISfate and Circuffffian.ces tf, Man. %Z$ 

citizens, only in fo far ;a8 Qffr fidisUty to our 
truft fhall appear to dcferTC them* The real 
friends of religion and their copntry muft be 
friends to our caufe. They who have feen 
the excellence find felt the power of the gof- 
pel of Chriftf inuft \ft anxious for its exten* 
fion \ their heaA9 will diflate ^ benevolent, 
fervent prayer to the Father of lights, that. 
the glorious Sun of Rjghteoufnefs may fpeedi* 
ly arife upon the dark places of the earth ; 
that upon the remote corners of our own coun- 
try, in particular, where as yet he is feen but 
obfcurely, his light may break forth in all its 
luftre, to difpel the gloom of fpiritual dark- 
nefs, and to alleviate the wretchednefs of pe- 
nury and toil. 

Real Chriftians cannot fail to regard with 
approbation attempts to open up profpefts of 
prefent comfort and of future ^oy to our 
unhappy fellow-fubje£tS) hitherto left in ig- 
norance and poverty, to convey to them that 
peace and animating h^pe, which the beniga 
influence of the gofpel never fails to infpire. 
To fuch benevolent efforts, in their fcveral 
ftations, and according to their refpedtive abi- 
lities, they will lend their countenance and 
aid, and to all they will join their earneft pray- 
ers for that blefling which alone can give fuc- 
cefs* 

Pray, Brethren, for us, and for all who arc 
immediately engaged in promoting the grcac 
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objcfb of tfatt inftitatioDt that oar zeal and 
aUlkks maj correfpond to the importance of 
our work, that the eflfeftaal energy of the 
Spirit of God maj accompany our endeavours, 
and that we^ however mean and unworthy, 
may be honoured as feUorat lahurers together 
v;iti Codf to bring many foub from darkneft 
and ignorance, to knowledgCi and lightj and 
Kfe in the Lord. Amcn» 
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The CharaHer of the Right Honmrabk Thomas 
late Earl of KiNMOULL ♦. 

X HE Society in Scotland for propagating Cliri- 
fiian Knowledge, deeply (enfible of the lofs. which 
they have fuftained by the death of the Rt Hon, 
Thomas Earl of Kinnoull, their late worthy Pre- 
fident, confider it as a duty incumbent upon them 
to teftify to the world their refped for lus memo- 
ry, and their gratitude for his beneficent attentiou 
to the objects of their inftttution. As a Society, 
founded for the purpofe of promoting the caufe of 
religion, they think themfelves called upon to ez« 
Libit to public view a chara^er formed upon reli- 
gious principles^ and affording a bright example 
of their influence. General panegyric is often the 
creation of fancy. — The objed which they have in 
view, they imagine will be beft attained by a 
plain unornamented detail of a few fads in the 
condudl: of this Angularly good man— From thefe 
bis real charaAer will beft appear. 

The late Earl of Kinnoull was bom in I7I0» 
married, 1741, to ConAamtia, daughter of John 
Kirle-Earnley, Eiq; f by whom he had iffiae one 
fon, who died an infant. He was chofea Member 
of Parliament for Cambridge in 17 41, andrepre* 
fented that corporation till he fucceeded his father 
in the Peerage in 1758. He was alfo chofen Re* 

* The following CharaAer of the late Earl of Kinnoull, 
written at the delire of the Dire^ors of the Society in Scot- 
knd for propagating Chiiftian Knowledge, was hy them 
adopted, inferted in their Records, and ordered to be pu* 
bliflied in their name along with the preceding Siennon. 

I She died in Z753. 
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corder of Cambridge, and held that office till bis 
death. He was for many jeacs Cbairman of the 
Committee of Piivileges. In 1741 he was appoint^ 
cd one of the Commiflioners of the Revenue in 
Ireland,-*in 1746, > Lord of Trade and Planta- 
tions,— in 1754, a Lord of the Trcafary,— in 
1755, Pay matter- General of his Majefty*i Forces, 
•*in 1758, Chancellor of the Dnchy of Lanca* 
fier, and Member of the Privy Council,— and, in 
1759, Ambaflador Extraordinary to the Court of 
Portugal. 

A reprefentation of his conduct in public lift is 
not intended by the Society, this they leave to be 
fought for in the annals of his country. Suffice 
it in general to iay, that, guided by the pureft 
principles of the conftitution, he uniformly ex- 
erted himfelf to preferve inviolate the juft rights 
and privileges of each part of the Bricifii legifla* 
ture, to maintain the laws and liberties of his 
country, and to promote, as far as lay in his pow* 
er, the fafety, the honour, and the welfare of the 
fiate. 

His unremitting attention to public bufinefs for 
fo long a period, and in fo many different offices^ 
having greatly impaired his health, in 1762 he 
refigned all his employments under the Crown, 
and refolved to dedicate the remainder of his life 
to retirement at the feat of his anceHors.— A re- 
folution from which the mod urgent folicitations 
and fplcndid offers were never able to divert 
him. 

In January 1768, this Society, with one voice, 
invited him to be their Prefident ; an office for 
which he was eminently qualified, and which, 
with much credit to himfelf and benefit to the iu« 
Aitutioi)^ he fuflained till his death. 
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A liberal annual donation was but one of manf 
^favours which he conferred npon the Society. 
Trom the time of his eledtion he entered ^ith fpi- 
Tit and zeal into their obje^fi, and uniformly ex* 
«rted himfeif to promote them. When prefenr, 
lie prefided with ability and moderation in their 
councils ; and when abfcirt, repUed with fcrupu- 
I0US punftuality to their letters, and favoured them 
with hfs advice and affiftance whenever they were 
requifite, — To his talents and influence, as well 
as to his extenfive knowledge and long pra<5tice 
in bufinefs, the Society were often fmgularly in- 
debted. 

But his conduft, as prefident of this Society^ 
exhibits only a partial and very limited view of 
this worthy Nobleman. 

His charader was uniform and confiftcnt in all 
its features, for it was formed by principles which 
«dmit of no variation. The Society can trace it 
only in a few of its outlines ; but what they ad- 
vance refts either upon fads of public notoriety, 
or the pqCfonal knowledge of fome of their own 
fuembers whofe teflimony is beyond fufpicioa. 

A *warm but rational piety was the great lead* 
ing principle of his character, it direded and per- 
vaded every part of his conduct in public and 
private life. 

He made no oftentatious difplay of religion, but 
he vvas not afhamed to pradlife the duties, and a* 
vow the feelings which belong to a Chriftlan. The 
apprehenfion of cenfure or of ridicule from the 
faOiionable world, deterred him not from giving 
regular attendance upon the public ordinances of 
divine worftiip. This part of his condudl flowed 
from noble and jufl princi|>les. 

Public homage, he confideted to \>^ 'vwS\^'^«tw- 
VcL.lV. N «^M 
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fablf due from every member of fociety to the 
great Author of all public as well as private good. 
He firmly believed in the eftabli(faed religion of 
his country. He felt the reverence which a good 
citizen owes to its inftitutions. He knew the in« 
iluence of the example of men of his rank upon 
the manners of the inferior, and {;reat body of 
the community. His attendance, therefore, upon 
public worfhip was not occaflonal but regular, 
and extended to the whole of its ufoal and dated 
fervices. 

Altho' while refident in England, and in a pub* 
Ik dation abroad, he was of the communion of the 
Church of England, (naturally led to this by his 
education and the praftice of his family), yet when 
he came to live in this country, he conformed to 
the ufages of the Church of Scotland. He well 
knew, that in articles of faith and dodtrinc the 
two filler churches are united, and that matters 
of form conftitute the chief, if not the only dif- 
ference between them. 

This good man's deep-felt fenfe of religion was 
^xprefTed in a manner ftill more fingular, and 
worthy of admiration. 

When, from the abfence or ficknefs of the mi- 
nifter, or any other caufe, there was no public 
worfliip in his parifh-church, it was his regular 
pradtice on the Lord's days to call together his 
family and domeftics, to read to them a portion 
of the Scriptures, and fuch books of religion as 
he judged beft adapted to their improvement, and 
to prefide among them in immediate adts of de- 
votior:.— And this laft he uniformly did* every Sun- 
day evening through the year. 

It was hi:j opinion, that no elevation of rank 

can 



'Chara^er of the Earl of Kinnoidl. apt 

"Can be an apology for the negle^ of the duties 
^hich man owes to his Maker ; and befides, that 
no man can ever appeaor in a oaore dignified ot 
.^acefiil attitude, than when at the head of his 
^uxnly acknowledging the bonndes, and foiici« 
ting the contmiiing proteftion of their common 
Parent. Tbe compofitions which he ufed m thefe 
a^ of family-devotton were his own, and fingu- 
larly ezceUent,-^in reciting them, which he did 
froni memory, the anknatian aod fervour of his 
manner at once demoaftrated the warmth of his 
own devotional feelings, and excited a congenial 
fpirit in the breads of all who heard him. 

When no ciergyman was prefent; he always 
<]ffficiated as chaplain at his own table, both*be^ 
fore and after mears^—not by the (hort form com- 
monly, and too often irreverently repeated, but 
by a few Aiitable expreffioos pronounced with the 
<lecent folemnity which becomes an ' immediate 
addrefs to the Deity. 

He regularly joined in the cdebration of the 
Lord's Supper in his pariih church, and attend- 
ed upon aU the religious ferviccs preparatory to, 
and confequent xxpon that ordinance, as ufualfy 
obfcrved in the Church of Scotland. The clofe- 
nefs of his attention, and the feriou&iefs of his 
mind upon thefe occafions, vifibly appeared in his 
countenance and manner. He had a fingular de- 
light in that ordinance, and it alsvays feemed to 
produce the happieft effe(a upon his mind,— to 
give a brifker flow to his fpirits, and a new de- 
gree of vivacity to hrs converfation. 

The duties of the clolet he obferved with no 

lefs care than thpfe of the family and churcli. To 

fecret devotion a confiderable part of his time was 

^aily allotted ; during the time confecrated to this 

N 2 purpofe^ 
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'purpofc, no engagements in buHnefsy nor hurry 
of company were fuffcrcd to intrude. The Scrip- 
tures were the guide and conftant 'companion of 
his devotions. Few had ftudied them with clofer 
attention, and few had more thoroughly imbibed 
their fpirit. 

His belief of Chriftianity was (incere, the refult 
of ferious and careful inve(Hgation. Almoft eve* 
ry book of chara^er upon the nature and evi- 
dences of the gofpel he had read with care, and 
as hfs memory was retentive to an uncommon de- 
gree, he was never obferved to be at a lofs when 
any branch of that fubje(fl was incroduced into 
converfation. 

Sincere in his profeffion of religion, -every thing 
immediately conneAed with its intereft engaged 
his attention. He was, of eonfequence, a friend 
to its minifters. They were acceptable guefts at 
his very hofpitable table, and with the worthy 
and learned among them he cultivated habits of 
familiar intercourfe. 

Some of the brighteft ornaments of the Church 
of England he numbered among his particular 
friends ; and of the Scottifh clergy there were not 
a few whom he honoured with diftfnguifliing marks 
of his confidence and efteem. To the minifters in 
his immediate neighbourhood, he gave a general 
invitation to his houfe, and to the ufe of his li- 
brary ; and encouraged them upon every occafion 
-of moment^ to folicit, and repofe upon his advice 
and aiTiftance. 

In ail thole parlflies where he Was an heritor, 
he promoted the augmentation of the livings, and 
gave liberal affiftance to every plan proposed for 
the accommodation oi the minifters. 

As 
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As he invited the clergy to his fociety and table, ' 
fo there was not only nothing to deter, but every 
thing to induce them to comply. In his prefence^ 
nothing was ever permitted which had the remo* 
teft afpcft of indecorum ; and faeh was the re- 
verence which his well-known charad^r infpired, 
that even men of rank, though free in their prin- 
ciples, and in other companies licentious in their 
converfatton, before hiovwere moft guarded and 
attentive to propriety. 

But the Earl of Kinnoull^s conrerfation was not 
innocent only, it was inftra<ftlvc in no common* 
degree. Few men had treafured up fo great a> 
ftore of various and important knowledge. He 
was an excellent clafScal fcholar, and while a- 
mong literary men, his frequent and apt quota- 
tions (hewed his familiarity with the be ft writers? 
of antiquity, particularly the Roman poets. 

With the hiftory and ftat€ of modernjiterature 
alfo, his acquaintance was extenfhre and accurate^ 
The beft new publications were regularly fent to- 
him, and added to his ample coUedion ; they were 
frequently the fubjeAs of his converfation, and up- 
on none ^^ bis memory, tafle, and judgment,, 
appear to greater advantage; * 

Another line of eonverfadon in which he ex- 
celled, and for which he had an inexhauftible fund 
of materials, was in giving curious and intered- 
ing anecdotes concerning the diflinguifhed perfon^ 
ages of his time, the political tranfadtions of that 
period, and the fecret fprings which produced* 
them. 

The hig^ offices- of ftate winch he had long 
filled, and the habits of intimacy in which he had 
lived with people of high rank and confequence,. 
gave him opportunities of kno^'m^ ^svi ^:<CLVtxVdx^* 

N 3 '^^ 



^94 CharaBer of the Earl of Kmnoulf^ . 

ing his friends with many fadts and circomilances 
which they could derive from no ether fcurce of 
information. 

His near relation to Robert the great Earl of 
Oxford, fufiiciently accounts for his early intro^ 
du£lion into the political world ; his own ability^ 
integrity, and unremitting attention to budnefs 
fecured and increafed that influence which natu* 
rally arofe to him from kis high connections. With 
the firft men of his time, both in the political and 
literary world, ht lived in habits of familiar in- 
tercourfe. Lord Hardwicke, Mr Pelham, the Earl 
of Mansfield, Archbifliop Seeker, and Mr Popcn 
were of the number, and may ferve as a fpecimeat 
of thofe with whom he chiefiy aflbciated. 

A confiderable part of a lifetime fpent in fuck 
fociety, in fcenes of national bufmefs, and in li- 
terary purfuits, could not but a£Ford ample (lore 
of valuable information, nor, with his franknef& 
of communication, fail to render his converiatioa 
as entertaining as it was indru^ye. 

But the Earl of Kinnoull was not fitted only to 
fhine in converfation, — he was fliU more diftin* 
guiflied by his a^ive, difiufive benevolence* His 
retirement from public bufinefs was not devoted 
to indolence and ina^on. Thf remainder of bis 
life, though in a more contpadled fpherc, waa 
affiduoufly employed in the fervice of his fellow* 
creatures. 

Many evidences, of his pubHc ipirit and benefi-^ 
cence he has left behind him. That noble and 
tifeful work the bridge over the Tay at Perth, it 
is well known, owes to him its evidence,.*- under 
his aufpices, and at the rifk of his private for- 
tune, it was rearedi, and will,, i^ is to be hopedj^ 
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remain to fucceeding ages a monument to his 
honour. 

At the meetings 6k the noblemen and gentle*^ 
men of that part of the country where he refided^ 
he gave conftant attendance when his health per« 
snilted, and the importance of the obje^ requi^ 
red his prefence. In their deliberations, the ge- 
nerofity and difintereQednefs of his views, united 
to his talents and ejcperience in bufinefs, never 
failed to command univtrfal refpe^. 

The benevolent and worthy part which he a^ed 
towards the Society in Scotland for Propagating^ 
Chriftian Knowledge^ has been already mention^ 
cd. To various charitable indituttons in England 
he was a regular and liberal contributor. 

But in no part of his conduct did the exceUence 
of this good man's heart more amiably difcover 
icfelfy than in his behaviour to yoimg people. Aik 
old man furrounded by young men (brongly at<* 
tached to him» affords, a pleating fpedlacle. It 
was the pidure frequently exhibited by the Earl 
of KinnouU. He delighted in their fociety. He 
encouraged them to come to his houfe— foperin* 
tended their education— examined into their pro- 
grefs, and gave them iuftruAion. He ftrove, by 
every winnmg art and proper indulgence, to make 
himfelf agreeable to them, and to gain their con- 
fidence, that he might improve their minds by 
ufeful knowledge, and form them to the love of 
religion and virtue* 

With thefe difpofiticHls, it is not to be wonder- 
ed, that he accepted with pleafure of the office 
of Cbancfltor of ibt Unherfiiy of St Andre^^s^ to 
which, upon the death of the late Doke of Cum- 
berland, the former ChanccHor, he was unani* 
moully ele^ed in the yeaat M&^« 
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Having made himfelf mafter of the hiftory an^ 
eonditution of that ancient feminaiy, he was ena«^ 
bled uich knowledge and effe^ to interpofe in its 
ailairi.; and to every reafonable propofition for* 
its advancement* he always gave the mod decided 
iupport. 

The profcffors, encouraged' by bis engaging 
roanners, regarded him as their friend, as well aS' 
patron, and were accuftomed:. in all their affairs.* 
of confequence to repofe* upon his advice. 

For the encouragement of genius and literature 
among the (ludents, he inftituted, at bis own ex- 
pence, annual premiums for thofe who fhould ex* 
eel in the different clafles, and various branches^ 
of fcience. At the didribution of the prizes he* 
attended in perfoa.. 

Upon a particular andftated day^ he went an- . 
nually. to St Andrew's, in his public charader as 
Chancellor^ and was received' by the whole raenei* 
bers of the univerfity, as well as many of the- 
neighbouring gentry and clergy. In a full af- 
fembly, the young men, to whom the fuffrages of^ 
the profefTors had adjudged the preference, reci- 
ted their feveral exercifes, and received from the 
Noble Chancellor the applaufe, together with, the, 
premium, to which merit had intitled them^ To- 
this employment, as grateful to his own feelings^ 
as well intended for the benefit of thev public, h» 
commonly devoted a week at a time. 

During this annual vifit to St Andrew's, he< 
never failed to witnefs^ and to preOde- in a public 
examination of the grammar-fchool* The warn^ 
applaufe which he.bedowed upon the ability and. 
fuccefs of the re<Elor ♦, the animating encourages 

* MrHa\>^. 



nients wiichhe-beUi fortlr to the boys* and the 
fiitisfafUon which glowed in. his countenance oa 
difcovering from year to year their rapid improve^ 
menty marked the fiacerity and ardour of his zeal 
for the good education of youth, and their pro^ 
grefs in ufeful and polite literature. 

But his attention to literary merit was notr 
eonfioed to honorary marks of his approbation* 
To geniusrand defert he always g^ve encourage* 
ment fuited to the fituation in which he found 
them ; to young men of fortune his countenance 
and praife ;— to thofe blefied with talents, but 
firuggling with poverty^ the means of carrying 
forward their education. And this he did,, fome— 
times by procuring for diem Bur/aricst (corre- 
fponding to what in the Engiifli univerfities are 
called Exhibit sens) — fometimes by oocafional pre* 
ients of money and books, and fometimes by an* 
nual penGons. Even when their, education was 
completed, he de{erced not thofe whom he had 
affifted, or of whom he had conceived a favourable, 
opinion — he exerted himielf to obtain for them a 
comfortable fettlement for life. For fuch of them 
as had turned their views towards the. church, he 
had opportunities of providing, by the number of 
ecclefiaflical benefices in his gift. And in this ea* 
pacify of patron of, church 'prefisrments^ the piety andi 
benevolence of his charadier receive a neW and 
ftriking illuftration. 

The Earl of Kinnoull was too well acquabted. 
with human nature, not to be convinced that a. 
favourable opinion of the teacher, upcn the part 
of thofe whom he is appointed to teach, is a^ ef* 
fential to his ufefulnefs among them, as it is ta* 
his own perfonal comfort. He had (ludied the ge- 
N 5 ni'JA- 
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BIOS of the people of. Scotland, of that part of tt 
in particular where hit uiterefL lay,, and he knew 
how mnch of their happinefi depends upon theiff 
having mintfters pofie{Iing< their confidence and 
refped: eftabiiOied among them. He confidered^. 
moreover, the power of appointing the public 
teachers, of religion as a facred tFuft> which with 
GonfcientioQs fidelttj it behoved him to foifil.«->To 
conduct, himfelf upon thefe principles, was his u- 
niform endeavour, and his fuccefs^ correfponded- 
to the purity of. his intentions.' 

Peace to the parifli, and ufefulnefs to the mini- 
fier, were his great objects ; yet he never fuffered 
himfelf to become the dupe of either unmerited 
popular favour, or caufelefs popular refentment* 

The maxim by which he conducted himfelf in 
this part of his duty,, will beft appear in his own. 
words, which he often repeated to his friends. "I 
" will never,'* faid he, " promote a clergyman 
** of whom I have not a good opinion, however 
** earneftly the people may defire it, nor will I 
'* force even a good man into a parifh, againd 
•* whom the parifliioners fccm to have conceived 
** invincible prejudices," 

In compliance with this principle> he fometimes 
found it neceflary to give way to a general oppofir 
tion from a parifli, to the man of his choice ; but 
this was an exercife of moderation and prudence, 
which he had feldom occafion to employ. Tem- 
porary difgufts againft deferving candidates, and 
the fadious oppofition of popular demagogues, he 
knew how to overlook, or, by the weight of his 
authority and influence, to cruih. And fo fuccefs- 
ful was this plan of procedure, that during the 
whole courfe of his refidence in this country, and 

among 
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ftnongmany vacant parHhes fuppKed either by his; 
immediate patronage, or inflaence» there was not 
one which' did- not eventually prove comfortable,, 
moft o£ them from* the beginning were acceptable: 
and harmonious. 

As the Earl of KinnouQ- was a friend to the 
clergy, and to the religious interefts of the com« 
munity, /e he nvat a liberal benefafhr to the poor^ 
His private charities^ were many> fome of theov 
Iplendid ; but over this part of his condu^ he was« 
^ careful to fpread a veil» that few of thefe hi& 
good deeds comparatively, were known, even by 
his friends. 

With refpedb to the fupply of the poor in gene^ 
ral, he proceeded upon fixed and excellent princi-^ 
pies. He judged it a better fpecies of charity, to« 
pr evenly as far as it could be done, than to relieve 
neceffities ; he gave encouragement, therefore, ta 
every fpecie& of ufefiil induftry among the poor^. 
and to numbers of them, employment and bread*. 

To common begging he wad^ a decided enemy; 
and to prevent the neceiSty of it, always declared 
that every parilh ^ought to maintain its poor iQ» 
their own houfes* To a(M the feveral parifhet* 
m which his eftates- lay, in accompliflung this ob- 
je^, he fent to each of them annually a (tated 
fum, correfponding to the ntunber of its poor, and, 
the extent of his property. He thought it unrca- 
fonable and unjuCt, to carry his rents out of a pa- 
rifii, and leave the whole burden of fupporting. 
the poor upon the tenants; a praflice too com* 
men in Scotland, where the poor are, in many^ 
pariflies, left to be maintained by the contribu- 
tions of their neighbours, fomctimes only lefs poor 
thanlhemfelvcs. Were Lord KinnouU's principles 
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tp be adopted, and his example to .be foUowcdft 
bej^ing would be unknown, ppocs jratea unaece£* 
fyrj, and the. poor equitably .and fufficientlj pro- 
vided for. 

If we view thb good man in ihe capacity of .a^ 
httdbeider^ . conne^ed with a numerous body, of 
tenants, his judgment and prudence will appeac 
no le(s confpicuous, than his heneyx)lcncc and hu-, 
mauity. He proceeded upon. the. maxim, that to 
confult the comfort and profperity of his tenants,, 
was the. fureft m^ans of promoting. his own inte-. 
r.eft, He caufed proper .plans of jagriculture to be. 
fuggefled to them, by perfons in whofe ikill hct 
h^d confidence;— —gave them leafes of a proper - 
length and at moderate rents, and. built houfes foi; 
them in a^ftile far fuperioc tq. any thai, had been 
ufually given to farmecs in that p^rt.of thecouur 
try. He taught theqa to rcfpeS themfelvcs as 
free-born Britons, and to rcpofe . with unlimited 
confidence upon their mafter's honour and regard 
to iheir intereft. 

Under his judicious management, his eftatc 
fpeedily ajTamed a new face ; improvements ra-: 
pidly advanced, and; his tenants, profpered. In- 
ftead of concealing, they were. happy to avow to 
their kind mafter, their improving circumftances^ 
fpr tli^y knew that no undue advantage would be- 
taken of the knowledge of theip, They regarded 
him as their, common father, ever attentive to 
their fituation, anxious to redrefs their ..grievances 
and to promote their profperity. . 

A more particular account of his conduft as a 
landholder, might aiford much plcafing, as well 
as ufeful information, but befides that this is lefs 
immediately the objefl of the Society, it would .lead 

to 
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to too great prolixity. Suffice it therefore in ge«» 
neral to add, that he left to his fucceflbr an eftate 
highly improved, and a moft ref|>eftable fet of te« 
nantSt.all thriving* and many of them wealthy. 

Their teara, and thedeep concern vifible in theif 
countenances, while, mfiknt proceflion they foK 
lowed him to the. tomb, afforded to beholders a 
ftriking,. though melancholy proof, of the place 
which he had held in their hearts. 

To landholders in general, but particularly to 
proprietors of extenfive eftates,. the Ear4 of .Kin«^ 
noull has furniihed,, by his examplcy^ decided cvU 
dence, that to fee. with their own eyes the (ituation 
of their tenants, to hear in perfbn their complaints,. 
tQ..redrefs thenx . when well-founded, and in all 
things to confult their intereft, are the moft infaU 
lible means of bringing real an4 permanent . im.« 
provement to their property* 

If we follow this good maa intO' the private 
fccDes of domeftic life, his charaAer aifumes a (till 
more amiably engaging fornu. 

Having no children of hi&own body, (his .only 
child having died an infant),. his patesnal^a£Reo 
tion fiowedoui in conftant ftrearos-of tendernefs to 
his near relations, and the numerous branches of 
his family. To all of them his manners, were 
affe^ionate, for the fenfibility of his heart was 
great. 

In the ikknefs. or peculiarly d^rtfsful Jituaikn 
of fuch of them as Jived in his houfe, his^unwtari- 
ed attentions to thtir comfort, marked the delicacy 
of his mind^ commanded the warmeft returns of 
grateful affedtion from them, and excited the ad* 
miration of all who had accefs to obferve thif park 
of his condudtf It is not to be wondered, tbero» 
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fore» that his family add immediate oonneftions iit 
general, looked op to hixn with mingled reverence 
and love. 

But his behaviour to his nephew, the heir of 
his title and fortune, (the prefent Earl of Kin-- 
noull), claims a more particular noticei Far from 
regarding him with that jealous eye, with which, 
men advanced in life too ofcen behold their foccef* 
fors, the late Earl uniformly felt and expreft for 
hisy the ftrongeft attachment ; and as the condu6b 
c^ his education in early life had been the object 
of his uncle's anxious attention, £0^ when grown 
up to manhood, he admitted him into habits of the 
ftridteft intimacy and firiendfhip ; explained to him 
all his plans of alteration or improvement, and the 
principles on which they were founded ; confulted- 
With him concerning their propriety, and the modes 
ef carrying them into execution. Anxious, at the 
fame time^ about the future welfare of his tenants, 
while he introduced to them his nephew as their 
future mafter, and explained to him their varidbs- 
oharadlers and circumftances, he warmly recom- 
mended to him that mtid and generous plan of 
condu^ towards them which he himfelf had uni- 
formly obferved. In the latter part of his life, he 
wlfhed his nephew to take the entire diixftion of 
lus affairs. 

Condudl fo truly generous and parental, obtain- 
ed its natural and juft reward, in the warmed 
filial afSedtion and reverence upon the part of his 
nephew. As no perfon more cordially loved and 
valued this good man while in life, fo none more 
unaffedledly mourned his death, than he who fuc- 
' ceeded to his rank and fortune. In the future con- 
duct of that young Nobleman, it is hoped, that his 
iriends and the public ytUI difcern the happy ef- 
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mftruaed, and c£ that wort^ ^xatnple by whicb ' 
they were enforced^ 

As ^/ritmd, the late Earl of Kianoidl wm warm 
and fleady.—— Though bred a courtier, he. profefr 
fed no afieAbn which he did not £eel» and thoog^ 
his language was. glowing, it w^ fincerew Con* 
ftant in ail his atcachmehts, even in old age be 
fpoke of hts friends with an enthufiaim which 
woald hvn done credit to the generous ivelings of 
yoath. Nothing faYe grois milbehaviour coold 
alienate his regards from thofe on whom he had 
beftowed them. The (bi&ft integrity, and moft 
delicate fenfe of honour, appeared in the whole of 
his intercourfe with all to whom he ftood related 
in any of the cofl:me^on& of ltfe» 

To his fenrants he was a kind mafter, ever a^ 
tentive to their comfort both in health and fickneis* 
He felt the obligation- of faithful fervices, and nor- 
bly rewarded them. He knew to whom confidence 
was due,, and never indulged fufpicion. And iucb^ 
was the general mildaefs and generofity of his 
conduct to his domeftics, that to be difmiiTed Wi 
fervice was ever regarded by them as the fevered 
punifhmenL 

From the variety of important or interefting obc 
je^s which conftantly fblicited and engaged his at* 
tention, it was impoffiUe that tune could hang 
heavy on his hands. To liftleffnefs and languor, 
the common attendants of wealth and greatnefs, 
he was a (Iranger. His mind, naturally a^ve, and 
habituated to employment, was ever direded to 
^g^raething requiring thought or exertion ; to eve- 
ry hour was affigned its proper employment, and- 
in confequence of perfcverance and a ftrid arrange- 
ment* he difpaicbcd much bufinefs, and yet fouxs^ 
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Ibifure for the purfuits of literature, and the en* 
joyment of his friends. Though liberal of. hisi 
money* he was a rigid oeconomift of his time» 

Advanced age and growing infirmities intemip* 
ted not in him the duties of the man and the 
Chriftian; unavoidable evils he fuftained wick 
pious refignation ; and as it pleafed God to con^ 
feinue. with him his intelleAual powers unimpaired 
to the very conchifion of life, his courfe of. aflive 
benevolence fcarcely fufFered an interruption* 
The laft ads of his iife were, thofe of friendibiiK 
and charity* 

BaoM theft ioiperfed: (ketches- may be formed' 
aorideaof the character of this truly good man* 
To fum it up in a few words, — his piety was ex- 
alted, his benevolence large, his charity extenfive,^ 
his convcrfation. chaftc and edifying, his. manners 
exemplary. In his whole deportment were* ieen, 
the dignity of the Nobleman> the learning of the 
Scholar, and the virtue of the Chriftian. 

The approaches^ of death, long forefeen and fa^ 
miliar to his nalnd, he beheld with ferenity and 
fortitude, for his confidence refted upon that foun- 
dation which he knew death itfelf could not fhake. 
No words can do fo much juftice to his fentiments- 
upon this fubje<5l as his own. They were expreft to 
the author of the preceding. fermont in courfe of a 
long and ferious converfation upon the fubjed of 
it, a ftiort wh.ile before his death. As the general 
theme was of his recommendation, fo he fpecified 
forae of the particular topics which he wilhed to 
be introduced in it, particu^larly the dQ(5trine of the 

atonement *i 

"I 

* Thcfe were hjs words, as nearly as they can be fuppo- 
(ed to be miptcdittO^^ litiuiWl qC ^ converfatien— they 
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** I have always confidered the atonement of 
•*- Chrift," faid he, « to^bc charaderiftical of the 
" gofpel as a fjftem of religtonv Strip it of that 
** dodrine, and you. reduce it to a feheme of mo- 
*' rality, excellei^t indeed, and fuch as the world 
** never faw, but to man, in the prefcnt ftate of 
*^ his faculties, abiblutely irapra^cable. The a- 
'* tonement of Chrid, and the truths immediately 
** connected with that fundamental principle^ pro- 
•* vide a remedy for all the wants and weakneflcs 
" of our nature. They who ftr4ve to remove 
** thefe precious dodlrines from the word of God,. 
** do an irreparable injury to the grand and beau^ 
** tifulfyftem of religion whicK it contains, aswell^ 
" as to the comfort and hopes of man» For mjt 
** civft fart, I am now aa^ old nmiy and have ex- 
" perienced the infirmities of advanced years. Of 
** lata, ia the courfe of fevere ax^ dangerous iU'- 
** nefs, I have been repeatedly brought to the 
*' gates of death. My time in this world cannot . 
" now be long. But with truth I can declare*. 
** that in midft^ of all my paft afHi^ons, my heart 
** was fupported and comforted, by a firm reli- 
^ ance upon the merits and atonement of my Sa^ 
" viour; and now in the near ppofpedl of entcr^ 
*^ ing upon an eternal world, this is the founda* 
^* tion, and the only foundation^ of nxy confidence 
" and hope;* 

In thefe fentiments he (teadily'perfevered tilk 
the conclufibn ofthc fcene. His lad illnefs con- 
are remarkable^ and made a deep impreffion. — Snce the orl*^ 
ginal publicatioa of thefe fads, feveral of the Earrs friends^, 
of great refpodability, have informed the author, of the 
Earl's having ezprefled the fame fentiments to them in iimi^ 
lar terms. 
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tinued but a few days* it was a wafting and de* 
ciine of nature, unattended witli pain. On the 
97 th December 1787, without aftniggie» or groan, 
or change of countenance, he expired* 

*<mark thb perfect man, and behold th& 
*' upright : for the end op that man 1% 
«* maceJ* 
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SERMON XIV. 

A View of National Felicity, the Caufc o£ 
Gratitude to God* 

By John Adamson> D.D. one of the Mini* 
fiers of St Andrew^. 



Preached on the 5th day of NoveBBi>er I788» be- 
ing the Secular Anniverlary of the RevoIutioB^ 
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Lit Mount Ziott rejoice : let tie Daughters qf 
Judah be glad, becaufe of thy jui^ements.. 
ff^alk about Zion, aod go round about hen 
teU the tonjDers thererf: Mark ye welt her 
bulwarks: conjider her palaces^ that ye may^ 
teH it to the generation following «* For tins 
Cod is our God for ever and ever^ he wHl 
be our guide even unto deaths 

TN this pfalm a devpot Jew flags the ^ory of 
Jerufalem, for which he adores Jehovah 
^ in the mountain of his hofineft.'*' JuAljf^ 
partial to his own city, he praifes " the beaui» ' 
*^ ty of its fituation,'* the ftatetkiefs of its 
firuAureSj, the ftrength of its walls, and the 
peculiar honour and felicity which it derived 
from the prefence of theDiviae Bcin^% vhkik. 
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made this city *^ At joy" of ks kihabitants^ 
the wonder of ftrangerSi and the terror of its 
enemies, who *' aSembled and pafled by to- 
^' gether ; they faw it, and fo they marvelled ; 
^' they were troubled and hafted away :** And 
while he celebrates ** the loving- kindnefs of 
^ God in the midft of his temple,** he calls oa 
lus fellow-citizens to recoUefk,. with gratittrde* 
what Almighty God had done for Jerufalem ; 
to mark and record the wealth and (plendour 
which fhone tn every quarter, and the fecuri- 
ty and confidence which they enjoyed undfer a 
righteous government, with the peculiar ad« 
vantages of their condition, under a protec- 
ting and beiriendmg Providence;^ and to com* 
mit themfelves, their defcendents, and their 
country, to an unchangeable God for the fta?- 
bility and perpetuity of their bleffings. 

In the verfcs now read, I have found a very 
fuitabif introduction to a drfcourfe, on this 
day, when we are celebrating the memorial 
of our national happinefs and God's mercies. 
The Jewifh patriot has pointed out. a train of 
fentiments ; and however unfit I am to detail 
them, I truft to your indulgence and candour^ 
while I fpeak briefly, Of the natural advan* 
tages of our fituation ; Of the excellence of 
our government j and. Of the favour of Pro- 
vidence. 

L Of the natural advantages of our fitua^ 
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rated by migfity waters from the reft of the 
world. This 'reparation faves us from the fud- 
den invafioQ of enemies, and from that din 
of arms which fo often fills the ears of conti« 
nental nations, having quick and eafy accefs 
to each other. If we are at any time engaged 
Jn wars, the battle reaches not our gates ; our 
plains are not covered with carnage $ our 
fields are not defolated ; the hufbandman 
and the mechanic are not driven from their 
Jabour ; the fervices of religion are not 
interrupted \ oiir dwellings are fecure and 
tranquiL We need not lofty towers and 
ftrong batdements, as a proteAion from hafty 
inroads, or as a retreat from the plunderer. 
Nature has drawn around us a wall of defence 
in '* the munition of rocks,'' 

Our ihores do not gliften with gold, nor 
fparkle with gems, thefe imaginary riches; but 
they abound with more valuable treafures, with 
pleafant and falutary food : And our extend* 
ed coafts do, in every part, give employment 
to numerous feamen ; they nourifh and train 
a hardy fucceflion, for the fervice of the war- 
rior and the merchant. 

Our foil is fertile, liberally rewarding the 
hufbandman with ** grafs for cattle, and hertf 
" for. the ufe of man ;" with all the necefla- 
ries and many of the luxuries of life^ and with 
the materials of manufactures and commerce 
— the very bowels of the earth teeming with 
fuch metals and minerals as are moft ufeful 
for the purpofes of man. 
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* No coantiy in the world faf ttiorb btSdltTSt 
ibr hfilf, or more indepeodent of e verjr oAer\ 
whSt ttom immmeraUfr yorts we dilperfe o«r 
ibperfluides, nd the firoks of our indoiby, to 
^verj nation under heaven i fxtmi whence we 
Mng hack thofe wares whkh ferve ior the 
cl^nce of Kfef and which are eafiVf dlftn« 
: btt^ through all parts of our ]fland«-^Na* 
tore, hideed, has given ns nothing wtthoot in- 
"dnftry-t But this is no groood of complainlk 
ft was a fihitarj law and appointment of the 
Ctrcator, when he gave the earth to man*^^ 
'^^ Repleidih the eardi, and fnbdueit; hi the 
«' fweat of Uif fiice Ifaalt thou cat bread.^ , 

Onr climate b mild, temperate, and fttubxi- 
t>ns. We are neither fcorched hy ciccefs of 
heat, nor made torpid by intenfe cold. Sum- 
mer and winter fucceed each other by gradual 
Ticiffitudes. Inundations, peftilence, whirl- 
winds, earthquakes, thefe fcourgcsr of other 
countries, arc l^nown to us only by report. - 

Our people are hardy and vigorous; pa^ 
tient of toil ; docile, generous, and open ; at* 
tached to their country ; intrepid in war, in* 
duftrious at home ; ingenious and enterprifing 
in arts, and famed, if not for malcing new 
ilifcoveries,- yet for greatly improving thofc 
which are elfewhere made Twdl afiefted to 
religion, and to the virtues of focial life ; fond 
of liberty, and jealous of every encroachment 
on it. 

Thus has God diftinguifhed us by advan* 
tages of natural iituation ; for thefe we look 
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up with gratitude to our Father in heaven^ 
who <' formed the heart of man, who of one 
/< blood hath made all nations of men to dwelji 
<* on all the face of the earth, and hath fixed 
** the bounds of every one's habitation." Yet 
all thefe advantages might have been poflefled^ 
without being enjoyed, if we had been left ia 
darknefs, or opprefled with tyranny. But^ 
while we have the light of the glorious gofpely 
that true religion of God» which chears, am« 
mates, enlarges, and elevates the foul ; while 
Chrift, << the light and the life of men,'* who 
is '< ordained for falvation unto all the ends 
** of the earth/' hath been pleafed to call us, 
with other nations, into his *^ marvellous king» 
** dom," we are further blcflcd with. 



II. The beft and moft excellent Civil Go* 
vernmcnt* — Such as the mod virtuous and 
jfc legiilators of ancient ilnicA laboured to 
1, but couid not accompuni-i-government 
I a model which fpeculativc ftaicfmen rather 
dclincaimg in idea^ 
icd iaco execution-** 
ic united together— 
the freedom of 
atriofH'm of ages 
1 nor 10 enter in« 
ftitutjcn, of Its 
cmcni and Tub* 
, 10 one part 
no informa* 
urjintercfting. 
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flm I will bring forward to your attention, vaj 
ftUow-citizens, feme of the many privileges ye 
;eojo7 under the firidA government* 

iTe fe^ yourfelyes fecure in your perfons» 
and your property, as far as good laws^ and 
apequal adoSniftratioa of tfaefe laws, can give 
fecurity. Te are not indeed lAfolutdy fafe 
)^}ainfl:the violence or fraud of your neigh- 
bour. No human laws can fbpprefs the pa£^ 
fions of men,, neither can human police pre- 
vent the machinations of the cheat, nor tie up 
the hand of rapine : But if ye do no injuftice* 
If je difcharge your duty, and folfil your en« 
gagements, no man, however elevated his .fta- 
don, can, without tranlgrcifing jhe laws of .lis 
country, and becoming obnoxious to punilh- 
ment, abridge your .perfonal liberty, or take 
away your fubftance. 

Ye fcdl yourfelvcs at 'liberty not to do what- 
ever folly, or wantonnefs, or malice, or ava- 
rice may incline 5 not to trefpafs on your neigh- 
bour's rights, not to encroach on his freedom, 
nor to difturb the peace of fociety ; but to do 
whatever is confiftent with virtue and good 
iiianners \ to fpend your time in whatever in- 
nocent way ye pleafc ; to apply your fortunes 
as ye will \ to profecute your lawf t^ bufinefs 
without interruption ^ to devote yo.ur labour 
and your talents to whatever honeft occupa- 
tion may fuit them. 

Ye feel yourfelvcs abfolute proprietors of 
whatever hath defcendcd to you from f<our 
ax^ceftors, of whatever ye have juftly acquired 

by 
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by your own exertions» and of whatever ye 
have received from the goodwill of others — all 
of which yc may again devife to your chil- 
dreoi or to whomfoever ye wifh to enjoy it. — 
All the fruit of your labour is your own, ex. 
cepting only that portion which the public 
fervice requires. And this is determined not 
by the will of the monarch, but by the wifdom 
of the ftate : It is levied, not by arbitrary al- 
location, but in proportion to every man*s 
wealth ; and it is applied, not at the humour 
of the prince, but by the direftion of the le- 
'nate, for the general purpofes of government, 
from which ^very one derives his protcftion. 

Yc feel yourfelves *governed by laws, not 
partial and arbitrary, precarious and mutable, 
but fixed and permanent, equally binding on 
all ranks,^and fufpended or changed only by 
the coUeflive power which enaftcd them ; 
while every member of the leg'iflative body is 
as much affcfted by every law, and by every 
change of it, as is the meancft fubjeft. There 
may occafionally be, among our rulers, men 
of feififh, faftious, or tyrannical fpirits — men 
of weaknefs, timidity, and irrefolution — men 
of ambition or fervility : but the fovereignty 
of this empire is fo divided among different 
claiTes, that their different interefis and caprice 
ferve to check and balance each other ; and 
the reprefentatives of the people are fo nu» 
merous, and fo often changed, ^that nothing 
.leis than univerfal corruption among the peo- 
ple can introduce oppreiSon into our laws, or 
. / VOLt IV. p permit 
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permit the continuance of it. Some general 
laws do indeed bear hard on individuals ; be-, 
caufe no human (kill or forefight can provide 
for all circumftances^ or contrive for millions 
fuch regulations as (hall never be inconvenient 
for th^ few : but this inconvenience does not 
affef): you or me only ; it does not reft always 
on the fame perfons j it is met with in certain 
circumftances, to which every one is in his 
turn liable, and every man fees that, 4n his 
neighbour's cafe, it is either fubfervient to, or 
at leaft deiigned for a greater good. To which 
obje£l, viz. That of a greater good to the 
whole, each muft neceflarily facrifice fome- 
thing, when he enters into artificial fociety^ 
and claims or enjoys the benefit of it. 

This kind of liberty then, which ye feel, 
gives you every encouragement to improve 
your natural advantages of talents, opportu- 
nities, and fituation. 

Ye have perfonal liberty, which, as it can- 
not be taken from you without a crime, fo 
neither can ye alienate it of yourfelves but for 
a time, and upon fuch terms as ftill keep you 
under the proteftion of the laws, to guard yoii 
from abufe, and to fecure your hire. Ye 
muft be treated as innocent and faithful citi- 
zens, unlefs ye are formally accufed of a 
crime, or have, by your own mifconduft, 
brought yourfelves under ftrong fufpicions ; 
and ye cannot be puniihed but after a regular 
trial, andconvi£Uon, by the judgemeat of thole 
vtho have ao profit in yoor lo(s* 

Te 
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Yc have political liberty, not precifely fuch 
«8 in fome ancient ftates poileiling but one city^ 
and a narrow diftriA around it \ where all mat- 
ters were confulted and determined in an af- 
fcmbly of all the people :-— It is perfeft fana- 
ticifm to attempt the revival of fuch a confti- 
tution in an extenfive empire. Te have as 
much political liberty as ye need wifh for. 
Every -man is not a legiflator; yet every one 
feels himfelf, in fome refpefts, a member of 
the ftate. No man is necefTarily precluded 
from having an aftive (hare in the govern- 
ment, if his taletits and virtues recommend 
him to the choree of his countrymen. Every 
man is allowed to declare his fentiments con- 
cerning the meafurcs of government, and to 
animadvert on them in the moft public man- 
ner. This, which is called the liberty of the 
prefs, is one of the moft genuine and unequi- 
vocal marks of a free people, and one of the 
moft cffeftual means of preferving national 
freedom. It is what no arbitrary government 
ever does or can admit of, becaufe the intro- 
duction of it neceSarily undermines the pillars 
of defpotifm. ^ 

Ye have religious liberty in a very eminent 
degree. Every man is allowed to hold his 
' own creed, and to worfhip God in his own 
way ; if he a£h with prudence and difcretion, 
. if he is a peaceable fubjedl, and does not pub- 
licly infult that form of religion which the 
community have adopted and eftabliihed by 
law. - He isalfo allowed to publUb bis fentl- 

^ Z XSX^tLV^ 
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ments on religious fubjeAs, if he does not at- 
tack the fundamental principles of all religiooi 
which every government efteems the fureft 
bond of fociety* There is indeed in this cafei 
more indulgence than fome men, even of li- 
beral minds, approve of. This indulgence 
feems to be juftifiable only on one or other 
of the two following grounds, viz. i. Liberty is 
pf fo nice and.delicate a texture, that it cannot 
bear a wound in any part, without endanger- 
ing the whole fabric ; and if the appearance of 
perfecution for religion's fake were once au« 
thorifed, it is hard to fay how widely the fire 
of bigotry might blaze. 2. The foundations 
of religion are fo deeply laid, that every, at- 
tack ferves only to manifeft their ftrength and 
iirmnefs, and to (how the impotence of the 
iaiTailants. The more that has been faid and 
written againft Chriftianity (and more has been 
faid and written againft it in this century than 
for 1700 years before, and with more inge- 
nuity, and artifice, and energy), has but contri- 
buted the more to bring it forward into a full- 
er light as the truth of God, againft which the 
•* powers of darknefs cannot prevail.** Some 
men of vain minds have affeAed fingularity in 
oppofing the faith of the multitude ; and a 
few others, of weak and difiipated minds, ill- 
aflifted to religion, having little knowledge 
i^nd lefs thought, have been pleafed in finding 
that fomething has been faid in favour of in- 
fidelity, which fomething, however, they nei- 
ll^er underftand nor inquire into* This feems 

to 
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to be all the extent of the evil ; to compehfafe 
^hich, the wife and thinking part of the world 
have been more confirmed in their faith by 
fiudying it more accurately^ and have furnifli- . 
ed the ferious with more clear and explicit 
anfwers to «' every one that afketh a reafoii 
*« of the hope that is in them/' Ye have the 
liberty of reading and " fcarching the fcrip- 
•* tures," that ye may judge for yourfclves ; 
that ye may always have an intimate and faith* 
fill counfcllor in all duty ; that ye may have 
an unbiaiTcd and infallible inftruftor in the 
method of God's grace j and that, from thefe 
•* wells of falvation,*' ye may, as often as ye 
will, draw that water which nourilhes the 
foul) in faith, and truft, and comfort, into 
cverlafting life* Ye have the liberty of chu- 
fihg your own teachers, and of worihipping 
where and with whom your confcience leads^ 
you. Ye have that form of church-govern- 
ment which is moft acceptable to this qation^r 
Ye hav^ the profeffion and exercifc of your 
religion on the eafieft terms. Ye have the 
ordinances of the New Teftament difpenfed in 
their original fimplicity, without any human 
additions, without the diftindtion of days, and 
times, and rites, which have always proved a 
burden and a fnare in the houfe of God. 
And all this is no temporary provifion in the 
hurry of an unfettkd government ; no occa* 
iional accommodation for trial and experi- 
ment : It is the conftitution of^ your country, 
inherited from your fathers, fixed and per- 
O 3 manent. 
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manent^ as far as laws and covenants can give 
permanency. 

Of thefe privilegesi civil and facred^ many 
of you perhaps have no very high efteem* 
They have never attraAed your attention. Ye 
find all things now as ye found them in the 
beginning of life* Te have formed no other 
kleas of men's fituation ; and therefore ye dif* 
ccrn not your advantage over others. No 
bkfling of any kind can be rightly valued, or 
even underftood, if we have neither experi* 
enccd a revcrfe, nor feen others deftitute of 
k*. To thofe who remain at home, and find 
every neighbour in the fame fituation with 
themfelves, the^Britifh government and coa- 
Aitution feems natural to man^ and excites no 
wonder. But by a very little exertion of your 
minds, you may figure a reverfe of circum- 
fiances which would render your fituation ve- 
ry comforilefs. You may figure a ftate of 
governmenti where the people &all not dare 
to look into their Bibles ; where they {hall 
have no Bibles but in a ftrange tongue, nor 
folemniiies of religion but in that fotnc ftrange 
tongue \ where they fhall know nothing of the 
inftruftions or confolations of Chri-ftianity but 
in the meafure and the form which the prieft 
Is pleafed to diftate ; where their faiih flaall 
ftand not on the word of God, but on the 
authority of the church, and on the traditions 
of men ; where . dodlrines the moft abfurd, 
and contrary to common fenfe, fliall be for- 
ced on their aiTent^ under the pain of death 

and 
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and eternal damnation ; where a yoke more 
grievous than that of Mofes fhall be bound 
on the necks of Chriftians, a yoke 6i trifles 
and fooleriesi and heathenifh fuperflitions, 
where chainS| and racks, and faggotSj fhall 
be prepared for every man who ventures to 
think for himfelf, or to heiltate concerning 
the decrees of him ** who oppofeth and ex- 
*' alteth himfelf above all that is called God, 
*' and is wor(hipped ; fo that he, as God, fit- 
*^ teth in the temple of God, (hewing him- 
•* felf that he is God.'* You may figure a 
flate of government, where the mandate of 
the prince fhall be the only record of law, 
or fhall fuperfede all other laws ; where every 
Slants peribn and pofTcfiion, and all the fruit 
of his labour, fhall be at the abfolute difpofal 
of the mofaarch ; where the higheft and the 
loweft, without crime or accufer, on the flight- 
eft fufpicioQ, or from motives of jealoufy, pri- 
vate refentment, or fcar» fhall be equally li« 
able to be dragged, without premonition, to 
dungeons, from whence there is no exit, and 
feldom any report. You may figure a ftate, 
where the greateft criminality fhall coniift In 
being rich, or profperous, or good, or belo« 
ved. You may figure a ftate, where million* 
are faid and believed to be created and or- 
dained by God and Nature, for the only pur« 
pofe of miniftering to the wantonnefs, the 
pride, or the rapacity of one. And when you 
have figured government perverted to tyran- 
ny, oppreifion, and defpotifm, and to every 
thing averfe from the ends of its inftitution^ 
04 "^^ 
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\ve can tell you» fach is the ftate of many nfa- 
tions, not in the wild extremities of the earth, 
but 00 the continent of Europe, and in your 
neighbourhood. 

Blefied are the people who know thefe 
things, only by the hearing of the ear ! What 
hath made Britain to differ ? Was it fo from the 
beginning ? Is liberty the native plant of this 
our ifle, cherUhed in all our borders with un- 
remitting care, its leaves never trampled by 
any obfcene foot, nor its bloflbms tainted by 
any impure blaft ? No. What we enjoy is 
the gift of God in recent times. He, who 
^^ rules the nations,*' has diftinguifhed us by, 

III. A favourable Providence* — The time 
was, when all our ifland was covered with the 
darknefs of Heathenifm ; and fucceeding Chri- 
ftianity was disfigured by the abfurdities of 
Popery. The time was, when every chieftain 
was abfolute and arbitrary on his own do« 
mains ; when every man's hand was againft 
his brother j when there was no law but that 
of the fword ; when the country every where 
blazed with fire, or ftreamed with blood. The 
time was, when England and Scotland, fepa« 
rate and independent kingdoms, with' mutual 
jealoufies, and connedfcing themfelves feparate- 
ly with rival powers on the continent, haraf- 
fed each other with inceflant wars, and ra- 
vages, and deaths ; and every year were the 
borders drenched with the blood of princes 
and nobles^ Not much above two hundred 

jear^ 
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years ago^ a wifer policy began to operate^ 
The revival of learning gave a new polilh to" 
xnen$ minds^ and a fofcening to their hearts^ 
The reformation of religion united the two 
ends of the ifland m better habitudes ; and 
general concord ieemed to be eftabliihed be- 
tween the two nations by the acceffion of our 
Scottifh King James to the throne of England^ 
as the common fovcreign of both kingdoms ^ 
Yet what a miferable fcenc was prcfented 
through a great part of the laft century ! What 
wars, and fightings^ and jealoufies, and fears f 
What exactions and rapine ! Every man dread- 
ed, hated, furpefted, reviled, and criminated 
his brother. We fhudder at the remembrance 
of the civil war, attended with horrors un- 
known before- The church alfo was torn 
with contentions,, not about the efl^ntials of 
religion, but about political creeds. Innu* 
merable fe£ts indeed fpruhg up ; as in Judea^- 
at the end of, their polity, there was a cry 
firom every corner, " Here is Chrift !*' Fana- 
ticifm, enthufiafm, and folly, feem to have 
peached their greateft height ; but thefe fe£ls- 
dwindled away, and their names ar« not now 
pecollefted. Very unhappy was our part of 
4he realm in the frequent changes of church- 
government 5 every change producing a new 
hoft of perfecutors j and we muft confcfs that 
the Prefbyterians were no lefs violent than- 
the Hierarchy, excepting only that they fhed^ 
aot much blood. In the days of therr power,, 
they, extended the fword, as far as- theycouldU 
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fo excofnmuDicatioDS> depriyationsi fines, and 
knprifonments. 

Let us lake a nearer view of tke ftate of af- 
fairs after the middk of the laft centiiry.. The 
whole nation » wearied with the calamities of 
what has been called tke Great Rebellion ;, 
perhaps not unjuiUy fo called, fince, as ap/- 
peared from the event, the leaders were not 
patriots fighting for the liberties of their couor 
try, but ambitious men,, taking advantage of 
the general ferment, to wade to fovereignt; 
through the blood of Charles L The whole 
nation, wearied with the calamities of the ci^ 
vil war> and of the ufurpation and anarch; 
which fucceeded, joined in. one wi(h for re- 
calling the exiled Prince Charles II. His re« 
turn to his father's throne fpread univerfal 
joy -, all paft misfortunes were forgotten ; a 
general infatuation took place ; the people^ 
were as " thofe that dreamed ;*' they idolifed 
the Prince, and preffed forward to furrender 
themlelves as his flaves. The change was fud- 
den, and it was extreme The change of mao'^^ 
Bers was rapid : Former ftrlftncfs gave way to 
what was called politenefs and gallantry i The 
courtiers were aihamed, or afraid, to wear the 
fmalleft appearance of Puritanifm, which was 
fuppofed nearly allied to rebellion : They pre- 
tended only to ftrip religion of its gloom and 
hypocrify ; but in fadl they expelled all that 
was facred and viituous, which they exchan- 
ged for infidelity and debauchery ^^ The man- 
Bcrs of the court were generally followed; 

tke 
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the nation gave up itfelf to the difiblutcncA 
of a reprobate mind ; and God feenred to have 
given it up, ••^ to fill the meafure of iniquity.'*^ 
Thofe who had firmnefs enough to make re« 
ligion a ferious ob}e£l, fuffered many inlults^ 
particularly in Scotland, where religion ha» 
always been an interefting objeft* The Pref- 
byterian form of church-government has, ever 
fiuce the Reformation, been moft acceptable 
here : Our fathers wiihed for and expeAed 
its eftabliihment at the reftoration of Charles r 
They thought that they were cheated by the 
King, and betrayed by thofe whom they had 
truded. Epifcopacy, more favourable to the 
views of men in power, received the royal au- 
thority : The protedion fif it was committed 
to men, the purity of whofe principles has- 
fallen under much fufpicion } who, at an^ 
rate, appear to have been as imprudent as the^ 
were haughty, fanguinsu-y, and cruel. Liber* 
ty of confcience was trampled on in the moft 
indignant manner ^ and it has been computed 
that in about eighteen years, of thofe who 
could not, or would not, conform to the mca- 
fures of the court, no lefs than eighteen thou* 
fand were, by various perfecutioos, loft to this 
country*. During that period, it was not e*- 
Bough for a man's fafety, that he lived peace«« 
ably^ that he. purfued his buiinefs in quiet^ 
and abdained from forbidden aflemblies ; iF 
he did not worfliip where and how he was: 
ordered i if he did not avow the opinions of 
thofe wha bare rule; if. he gr bis family 
Of (S feemedi 
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fcemed but indifferent about modes of govern* 
xnent ; if he did not enter into aU the relent- 
meats of the party ; he was held to be difaf- 
fe£led» he was watched, his words, his looks, 
were conftrued into rebelHon. Theft were 
•* days of wrath, and trouble, and dtftrefs ; 
^ days of wadenefs and defolatton ; days of 
^ darknefs and gloominefs ; of clouds and of 
** thick darknefs.^ Our fathers groaned ia 
bitternefs of foul, and faid, ** Where is our 
«* God now gone ? Thou haft brought us into 
** the net, and laden affliction upon our loins ^ 
•• Thou haft caufed men ride over our heads ^ 
*< thou haft fent us through the water, and 
<< through the fire ; thou haft driven us to 
^* the dcierts, and to the mountains, to the 
<* dens and caves of the earth.*^ — " Thou, O 
•* Lord, didft prove them, thou didft try 
•* them as iilver is, tried.'* 

Meanwhile, arbitrary power was every where 
making large ftrides, with little oppofition. The 
laws were fufpended, and property invaded, at 
the pleafure of the monarch ; many of the 
judges were venal, and forward in injuftice % 
the afikes were often hafty to condemn the ia- 
nocent •, all the inftruments of defpotifm a- 
bounded ; and James II. the laft Prince of the 
name of Stuart, had nearly overturned every 
thing valuable in the Britifh conftitution. By 
one error, he ruined his own purpofc. He 
was a zealous Catholic^ In the profeffion of 
his own religion he was indulged. In. his par- 
tiality to Papifts, be might in all likelihooct 

have 
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have been imlulgedi vntil fuperftition had gra- 
dually prevailedi and had brought back Bri« 
tain id bondage^ civil and fpirituaL But this 
indulgence^ and the flownefs of its operation^ 
fuited not the bigotry of his fpirit* He would 
have his kingdom formally reconciled to the 
Romiih PontiflF: He would have Popery, in 
sdl its extent, re-eftaUifhed by law ; and for 
aiding this purpofe, he entered into fecret ne< 
gociations with the moft powerful prince of 
that perCuafion 1 This error was, in the^wif* 
dom of God^ merciful to our land, made the 
occafion of our deliverance : The King's ob« 
jeA was manifed ; his foreign connections were 
difcovered ^ a general alarm fpread through 
the nation j they were roufed from their ne- 
gligence \ a few noble fpirits took the lead ;. 
God gave them fortitude \ public virtue and 
private pa0ions, brought them aid^ for << the 
** wrath of man** is. often made •* to praife the 
** Lord i*^ a fpirit of wifdom and tinanimity 
was poured forth* All eyes were turned to 
William Prince of Orange, nearly allied to the 
ciown, who poffefled the virtues necefiary for 
undertaking a nationals deliverance, and who,, 
at that time, * occupied a ftation peculiarly fa- 
vourable to the defign. He was invited ta 
BritaVn ^ and while the deluded James was ca« 
baHing with Priefts and Jefuits, the affcrtcr of 
our liberties landed in Enghnd, with a force 
not fufficient to have conquered the coimtry^ 
but enough to encourage thofe who wiihed to 
fave it. The nobled and the people flocked ta 
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bis ftandard ; he foon reached the cafMCal^ fvoxsk 
whence James had fied inglorious, deferting 
that crown which William now received from 
the nation, and received on terms n>oft fuit* 
able to the defign of his comtng. 

This was the great aera of Britifh liberty^ 
which we this day> at the diftance of one hun- 
dred years, recollect with joy and thankfgt* 
Ting; we recolleft a national deliverance which 
was not temporary, but is permanent, reach* 
ing down to our times, with mnumerable blef- 
fings* We fiill enjoy thofe fruits which our 
fiathers gathered. We recotttft it„ on this 
day, the fecular anniverfary of King Wil- 
liam^s landing, — 5th November 1688. Thefc 
dates and numbers will to many recal the re- 
membrance of other fignal mercies to the Bri- 
tifh ifle. But what we now cekbrate is the 
Revolution, i. e, the Abdication of King 
James, the extinftion of Popifh and arbitrary 
government, the acceflion of King William^ 
and the Proteftant fettlement of the crown. 

This was the fplendid sera of Britifh liber* 
ty» It marks the fpirit of the people, which^ 
though deprefTed for a time, could not bfr 
cxtinguiflied. The love of liberty produced 
it : It fettled liberty on a firm balls. It ex- 
plained and afcertained that liberty, and 
wrought it into every part of the conflitution^ 
and fixed the boundaries of the royal prero- 
gative, and of the people's rights. It gave the 
&veral eftates of the realm their proper inde- 
pendence ^ 
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^ndence ; yet fo united them as to direA all 
their exertions to the public good* It left ta 
the fovereign the nobleft cxercifc of power» 
that of doing as much good as he would ; and 
k gave to the fubjefts the fuUcft fecurity for 
all the privileges they claimed or wiOied for* 
This fettlement infptred a perfeA confidence 
between the throne and the people, and efta« 
blifhed public credit on the fureft foundatioo. 
From this period Britifh minds have had their 
native fpring and vigour reftored ; learnings 
and the arts, in all their branches, have been 
cultivated to the higheft advantage; the in^i^ 
temal improvement of our country hath nt- 
pidly advanced v our commerce has been ex- 
tended to all parts of the world ; and Britaii^ 
hath fhined forth with unequalled glory. 

The fpirii of the Revolution Settlement has 
been uniformly adopted by the Princes of the 
Houfe of Hanover, on whom the fucceffion 
to the crown devolved. It is our happiaefr 
to have received conftitutional liberty unim* 
paired, and to live at a time when a native 
Sovereign, educated, we may fay, under Bri* 
TisH Prejudices, covets the glory of reign- 
ing over a free people ; heartily approving the 
fentiments which glow in their breads. It \^ 
our happinefs to live under a Sovereign, whOt 
being the amiable pattern of every public, pri* 
vate, and domeftic virtue, is al(b the generous^ 
patron of whatever \& efteemed good and ufe*- 
ful, and conducive to the welfare of his fub* 
]e£tsi who hath addcd^ what alone might feem 

warning 
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#«ndiig to make their -fecmitj comptete, and 
what, as £ur at I recolkA, no pai^Uainent venta- 
red to aik of any preceding King, acither had 
any preceding King magnanimity enough to of* 
finr. It was referred for George IIL (whom God 
hmg prelerve as '^he Guardian and Father of 
hb people f) Toluntarily to ftrip his crown of 
the onty remaining ihadow of defpotifib^ viz» 
The power of difmiffing the judges of the land 
atpleafure. This power, wluch might have 
defeated all the Revolution<»fyftem9 he thought 
it dangerous for any man to pofiefs : He^ ffitb 
noegualled patriotifm, not only refigned it foe 
lumfelf» but alfo took care that it ihould ne^ 
ver return to any ftCicceeding monarch : - He 
had it eftabliihed by the fuprcme legiflature of 
the realm^ that thefe mlnifters of juftice, and 
interpreters of the laws,, fhall depend only on 
the rectitude of their conduct, and the appro- 
bation of their country. It is your happioefs 
to live under a Sovereign whofe throne is fur- 
rounded by men of wifdoxa^and firranels, to 
contrive and profecute the moft beneficial mea* 
fures ; men who have been able to iQiprove our 
commercei fo as to compenfate the lofs of A* 
merica^ and to increafe the national wealth ; to 
maintain the dignity of our own country j to 
preferve the liberty of neighbouring ftates f 
to overawe the'mightieft nations on the con« 
tinent i and to repair the exhauftion of long 
and expenfive wars^ without increaling the 
^irdens pf the fubjeAs : Meui whofe welU 
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conduAed exertions have been crowned with 
that fuccefs which makes Britain now the ad- 
miration of the world. From Britain other 
nations fee what are the blefled fruits of free- 
dom and fecurity ; they begin to cherifh a 
fpirit which they have caught from hence: 
They who, for ages paft, have been account- 
ed your natural enemies^ now revere and love 
you, becaufc you are free : The deareft wiih 
of their hearts is to be as you are, becaufe 
you poflefs the rights and the happinefs of 
Men ! 

Thefe things we wi(h you to know and to 
remember — and thePrcfbyterian church,which» 
at the defire of the nation, was eftablilhed in 
its prefent form at the happy Revolution— 
the General Aflembly of the Church of Scot- 
land, deeply imprefled with a fenfe of the 
bleffings, civil and facred, which we hlKVe en- 
joyed for thefe hundred years, and which are 
fecured to us and to our pofterity in the am- 
pleft manner, hath commanded us, in our 
feveral congregationH^l?^ day, to celebrate 
the memorial of that important event in our 
hiftory, that we may ** publifh with the voice 
** of thankfgiving, and declare the works of 
^* the Lord, and tell to the generation that 
** fhall arife the praifes of Almighty God, 
*' by whom kings reign and princes decree 
«* jufticc.** 

« 

Let us then, in the fpirit of this day's pro- 
fcffion, devoutly acknowledge Jehoi^ah as the 

Author 
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Author of our deliverance, and the ?referver 
of our Liberties. There is wifdom in attend- 
ing to fecond caufes^ and to their operation \ 
becaufe, thereby we acquire experience and 
direction for our conduft on future emergen- 
cies. There is duty in giving fuitable praife 
to thofe who fkilfully planned, and nobly da- 
red for their country ; their names are con- 
figned to remembrance in the page of the hi- 
Aorian ; and while either the enjoyment or 
the love of liberty remains in our ifland, the 
people (hall call them bleiTed. But there is 
folly and impiety in looking only to fecond 
caufes and human exertions, and in forgetting 
that God who <^ doth according to his will 
*' in the armies of heaven, and among the in- 
<' habitants of the earth ; who builds and 
'< plucks up empires, and appoints the times 
** and the fcafons.*' It is a fentimcnt of truth 
and juftice, of reafon as well as of revelation^ 
That " from the Father of Lights, who form- 
** ed the heart of man,** that from him only 
comes knowledge to men of underftanding^ 
and firmnefs to men of courage y that thofe 
counfels only can profper which have the ap- 
probation or permiffion of him ** who is 
•^ above all, and in all, and through allj" that 
•* unlefs the Lord do keep the city, the watch- 
•* man waketh in vain ;" and that, when he 
vifits in mercy or in judgement, the means and 
the method are chofen by, and derive their ef- 
ficacy from him, Thofe who lived at the time 
ef the Revolution, who were moft a£klve in ma* 

king 
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king the change, and who were beft acquainted 
with all the circumftances attending it, they 
united in giving God the glory, and in fay* 
ing, '< Our arm hath not done this ; had not 
•* the Lord of hofts been on our fide, we had * 
**been fwallowed up quick, the waters had 
'* overwhelmed us, the proud waters had gone 
•* over our fouls,** Let us, under the fame 
pious impreffion, praftrate ourfclves before 
** the Lord, who made heaven and earth '^ 
who faw and removed the miferies impending 
over our country ; who prepared our deliver- 
er, and accompanied and profpered him *, who 
hath hitherto protected the caufc which the 
Revolution began \ who infpired Eling William 
with wifdom to manage the various contend* 
ing parties which early appeared under the 
new government \ who guarded his precious 
life when in the moft critical hazard ; who 
crowned him with victory at a junfture the 
moft important ;. who gave, him patience to 
endure the obftinacy and rudenefs of his new^ 
fubjeds, which had almoft determiocd him to 
leave them to anarcliy, or to the mercy of 
James reftored : Before the Lord, who blafted 
the machinations, in Queen Anne'is reign, for 
the return of a Popifb king in all the fpirit 
of defpotifm ; who difappointed the counfels 
of France, fomenting a firft and a fecond re- 
bellion in thefe kingdoms \ and who hath now 
united men of all defcriptions, of all parties^ 
of all perfuafions, in loyalty to our beloved 
SavereigUj and to the government fo happily 

adminiftered 
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•dminifittrcd b]f .him.— *< O Lord^ thon haft 
^. been £iToiirabk to ithy chofen land i as we 
*^ have heard, fo we have feen in t&e city of 
H the Lord o£ hofts; God it known in her. 
/-^.palaces for a refuge. Let Mount Zion re- 
\ujoicet let, die daughters of Judah be g^» 
^^becaufe of thy judgments; thy right hand 
«« hiuU of righttoufnefs.'' Whilc» my feUow- 
dtiaensy ye ** wsJk about Zion, and go round 
^ About her, and tell the towers thereof (" 
while ye ^* mark her bulwarks, and confider 
*! her palaces */* adore the God of your fa^. 
thers; ^* Thin^ hand hath made all thefe 
*! jhiogs ; thou upholdeft them by the word 
•• of thy power.** 

Walk worthy of your mercies. — ^Whatever 
oonfli£t was neceflary for atuining and fecu* 
ring Bricifli Liberty* was fuftained by your £&• 
thers ; of their labours ye now enjoy the 
fruits in peace ; prize them highly as the bed 
blefliQgs of life ; remember that the privileges 
which ye inherit are a facred depofite in your 
hands^ not to be given up, not to be exhauft- 
edy but to be tranfmitted to your children's 
children ; defraud not them of their birth- 
right. Let all ranks in church and ftate, 
whether in public office, 6r in the retirements 
of private life, confpire to maintain what has 
been wrought for us, and to inftil into the ri- 
fing generation the love of liberty, of their 
country, and of that conftitution which, thro* 
an hundred years, has been tried and proved, 
nd found to be the beft which human im- 

i^rfeftion 
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pcrfeAIon will allow of. Hearken not to thofc 
who are given to change : ** Ufe not libertj 
«< ^s an occafion to the flefh ;*' the natural 
corruption of liberty is licentioufnefs ; and the 
neceifary correction thereof opens the way to . 
defpotifm : This progrefs has been univerfally 
obferved. If ye dread the iflue, guard againft 
the abufe of liberty ; avoid faction, difcordj 
tumult^ petulance. Be loyal to your King, 
who is intitled to your confidence. Be obe- 
dient to the laws of your country, which are 
every man's fccurity j and give all neccflary 
aid to the due execution of the laws; and 
fubmit chearfully to the burdens requiiite for 
the fupport of the fiate, /• e. for your own 
prefervation. Improve the blcffings of your 
fituation, by that induftry which enriches your* 
felves, while it adds to the wealth of the com- 
munity ; and in all your induftry and com* 
merce, obferve juftice; honour, and truth, 
with citizens, and with ftrangers : Fraud may 
bring money ; but honeft gain is blefled. Be- 
ware of opprei&ng your neighbours, or of 
feeming to opprefs them : It is diflionourable 
and inhuman : It may provoke refiftance^ 
which is the beginning of civil war : It may 
teach others to opprefs you : It may gradual- 
ly extinguiih the love of liberty, with which 
freedom itfelf muft expire. Have a facred 
regard to the rights of other men ; their rights 
of nature, of fociety, of confcience. Be in- 
dulgent to thofe who diflfer from you in reli- 
gious featimeots : Deny them not that liberty 

which 
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-winch God Iwth ^tfk to you u the dOnib* 
lation of your fivet. lave '* foberlyt righte* 
J< eoufly) add godly,*^ odierwife ye dcfecrftce 
' a|) thefe Chriftian privU^et wludi ye fo fully 
tiigoy* When God Ueflea tod h^oxm a na* 
liODf it is for this eod, that they -may ferve 
%kn more chearfaUy^ more fetveDtly» more 
cbnftaatly; and when men really feel the 
goodneis of God, they ezprefs their gratitude 
by obedience. Intemperance, irreligion^ ne- 
glefi: of duty, unfruitftdnefs under mercies, 
sender a people unworthy of the Divine pro- 
teAion : They have i^uced many ftatet, once 
free and happy, to barbarifm and flavery. And 
furely it is meet for us to fay, *^ O Lord, we, 
<< with pur fathers, have finned : And feeing 
<< that thou, our God, haft,** in thy former 
corrections, '* punifhcd us lefs than our ini- 
<* quities deferve ; and has given us fuch a 
*< deliverance as this ; fhould we again break 
^* thy commandments, and join in affinity with 
^' the people of abominations ; wouldeft not 
<< thou be angry with us until thou hadft con- 
<< fumed us, fo that there (hould be no rem- 
<* nant nor efcaping ?** A virtuous people 
only are worthy of liberty, or capable of en- 
joying it -, and '^ righteoufnefs'' only ** ex- 
<< alteth a nation." If we are unanimous and 
fiedfaft in *' fearing God, and honouring the 
•* the Kings'* in •* doing juftly, loving mercy, 
« and walking humbly with our God ;" in 
difcharging our duty each of us in bis place ; 

ia 
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in feparating> ourfelves ** from oar own inU 
** quitics,** and ** keeping the ways of the 
** Lord ; then^ and then only, may we truft» 
that ^* this God will be our God for ever and 
<* ever,'* that he will blefs us, and blefs our 
country, and fhew favour to our children's 
children. Amen. 
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ACTS) xvn. II. ' 

\7%ffif V)ere mon.mbU than thofi in Tbefahnica^ 
y in that they received th^^word with all rea*^ 
dinefs of mind, and fearcbed the Scriptures 
daily t vjhether thofe things luerefo. 

IN this infiru£tive hiftory of the firft teachers 
of Chriftianity, nothing is more interefting 
than the reception which the gofpel met with^ 
and the means by which its fuccefs was pro* 
moted. That our holy religion ihould tri- 
umph over *he deep-rooted prejudices and vi- 
cious attachments of mankind \ that it fhould 
be propagated with amazing rapidity and fuc* 
cefs through the world, by no other means 
than the force of argument, the evidence of 
miracles, the holy lives and comfortable deaths 
of its profeflbrs \ that a few illiterate perfons 
fliottid communicate a fyftem of doArines and 

precepts. 
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.prtccpts, much more excelled and powerful in 
their influence on the pcrfcflion and happi- 
nefs or men, than the coUeAed wifdom of 
former ages» and of the moft poUflied nations^ 
had produced ; that they fliould adhere to 
their teftimony of the truth as it is in Jefus, 
with unfliaken conftancy, in the mid ft of xht 
£erceft perfecutions, and ipcifuade multitudes 
in every part of the world to believe in a cru* 
cified Saviour, and to hazard their all in this 
%xk for his fake4~tfaere are the moft fatisfac* 
tory proofs of the divine original and excel- 
lence of our religiooj as well as of the inte- 
grity of its teachers, which can be defired. 
Such are tke iaterefting fcenes that prefeot 
themielves to our view, through the whole 
liiftory of the tranfaftioas of our Lord's a- 
poftles, and which may juftly fill every be* 
liolder with wonder at the hand of God fo 
viiibly difplaped in the confirmation xxf the 
Chriftian £»th. ' 

In the proceding part of this chapter we are 
informed of the diligent labours c)f St Paul 
and his companion in travail ; who, Irke their 
Divine Mafter, went about continually doing 
£Ood. Having come to ThefTalonica, Paul 
went, according to his cuftom, into the fyna- 
^ogue of the Jews, " and three Sabbath days 
*^ reafoned with them out of the Scriptures % 
^ opening and alledging, that Chrift muft 
^' needs have fufieredi and rifen again from 
^* the dead; and that this Jefus, whom he 
<* preached unto them^ was Chrift.** Th^fc 

VoL.lV^ P difcouxfcs 
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difcourfes had powerful efficacy ; for a great 
multitude of devout Greeks^ and others, be- 
lieved the gofpcl-report, and exprefled their 
cordial regard for their fpiritual inftruAors. 
But their fafety being endangered by an out« 
i.ageous mobi we are told, that the brethren 
who were attached to them, fent away Paul 
tind Silas by mght unto Berea, another city of 
Macedonia ) where, on their arrival, they went 
into the fynagoguc of the Jews. What a noble 
tpecimen do they exhibit of unwearied dili- 
gence and intrepidity in the difcharge of their 
duty \ Though they were juft efcaped from 
the jaws of death, and though at no great di- 
llauce from the place where a popular tumult 
had been raifed againft^them, they boldly ven- 
tured again to communicate to their country* 
men the glad tidings of falvation through Je- 
ius Chrift. It is obfervable, that they went 
into a fynagogue of the Jews, although fome 
of that nation had been fo violent in their 
oppofition to them at Theflalonica. Neither 
fear nor refcntment prevented them from go- 
ing to the loft fheep of the houfe of Ifrael, 
before they imparted the gofpel to the Gen- 
tiles. 

Of the reception they met with at Berea, 
and the charafter of their hearers, we are in- 
formed in my text : ^* Thefe were more noble 
^' than thofe in Theflalonica, in that they re- 
** ceived the word with ail readinefs of mind, 
and fearched the Scriptures daily, whether 
/;* thofe things were fo*'* 

'^ More 
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"^ More noble :** It is a juft obfervaiion 
of a. judicious critic, that the original word 
wytnnfoi is happily chofcn, as the Jctvs valued 
tbcmfcWcs on their freedom, and deftent from 
Abraham and the other patriarchs. Now, 
fays the infpired hifiorian, the Jews at Bcrea 
ftewed themfclves to be more worthy dcfccn- 
dents of Abraham, and more animated by his 
excellent fpirit, than their countrymen at Thcf- 
falonica, " in that they received the word 
'< with all readinefs of mind, and fearched 
" the Scriptures daily, whether thofe things 
** werc^ fo." No encomium can be more ho- 
nourable, and worthy of being defired. It is 
not meant, however, that all the Jews at Thef- 
falonica were of an oppofite charafter to the 
Bereans : for it appears from the context, that 
a con^derable number of the former gave a 
proper reception to the teachers of Chri(lia« 
nity, and their meflage \ and Paul, in his £« 
piftle to the Theflalonians, commends the faith 
and ftedfaftnefs of many of them, to whom 
the gofpel came, " not in word only, but in 
«* power, in demonftration of the Spirit, and 
•' with much aflurance.** But there was a 
more general attention to religious inftruftion ^ 
among the Bereans ; a more univerfal, and 
probably a more liberal, fpirit of inquiry. 

As it is the defign of the refpedlable Society 
before whom I fpeak, to di^ufe the knowledge 
and praftice of the Chriftian religion, in its 
native fimplicity and purity, through the world, 
and particularly in the Highlands and iflands 

Pa o£ 
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of Scotland ; no fub^'eA appeared more fuit- 
able for promoting this end, than recom- 
mending the (ludy of this beft of all books^ 
emphatically ftyled the Scriptures^ and the due 
exercife of the rights of private judgement* 
This will naturally lead me to expofe the un« 
^warrantable and pernicious conduct of the 
Church of Rome, in with-holding the Bible 
from the laity, and requiring from its mem- 
bers a blind fubmiffion to the authority of 
ecclefiaftical decrees. 

With this view» it (hall be my endeavour, 
through the divine affiftance, 

Firjl^ To illuftrate the charaftcr of the Bc- 
reans, on which the facred hiftorian hath be* 
flowed fo high an encomium ; — and tben^ To 

recommend, by feveral confiderations, the imi- 
tation of their conduct, or a diligent and im» 
partial examination of the Scriptures. 

L I begin with illuftrating the charaAer of 
theBercans- 

I. They are diftiri^iflied by their laudable 

fpirit of inquiry into religious truths : «* Thefe 

«• were more noble than thofe in Theflalonica, 

•< in that they daily fearched the Scriptures, 

. *< whether thofe things were fo.** 

An inquifitive difpofition is indeed on fome 
occafions not deferving of praife. When per- 
fons pry into the concerns of their neigh- 
bours, and arc induftrious in obferving their 
imperfections and mifconduft, while they are 

inattentive 
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inattentive to their own, this is a curiofity of 
a malicious and hurtful kind. When the Tub- 
jefts of inveftigation are trifling, or of no ef- 
fential importance when known j or when we 
dive into " thofc ftcret things which belong 
•• to the Lord/* and which are evidently not 
adapted to the prcfent limited ftate of our fa- 
culties; then are our refearches improper and 
blameable. But the curiofity of the Bereans 
was not of an idle or impertinent nature^ 
They were animated by a defire of the moft ufe- 
ful knowledge. Their attention was employecl 
on truths that were of the higheft moment to 
their everlafting happinefs. It was not the 
news of the day, or the occurrences of the 
world, that engroiTed their thoughts and time, 
as is the cafe with too many in every age ; but 
they had juft views of the fuperior import* 
ance of their fouls to their bodies, and were 
bent on becoming wife unto falvation. On the 
arrival of Paul and Silas, they received them 
courteoufly ; and not only indulged them in 
fhe liberty of teachiA^Lf the Chriftian religioa 
unmolefted in their fyaagogue, but embraced 
-the opportunity of hearing them, and liftened 
to their inftruAions with fixed attention. Re- 
fpeAful, however, as their conduA was to 
thefe public inftru£tors, they fhowed a fupe* 
rior regard to truth itfelf, by examining care- 
fully the doArines they taught, and the proofs 
by which they were confirmed. They built 
not their faith on the authority of men } but 
cxercifed their own judgement, in a diligent 
P 3 in<iuiry 
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inquiry into the fcheme of religion propofed te 
them : and, when convinced of its truth, oa 
fuch an accurate examination, they yielded a 
ready aflent to it ; as we are informed at the 
I2thverfe: " Therefore many of them be- 
••licvcd: alfo of honourable women whidi 
•• were Greeks, and of men not a few.** 

2^ Another amiable part of the chara^er 
of the Bereans, is their attachment to th£ 
Scriptures, and the diligence with which they 
iVudied thefe infpircd oracles of truth. They 
are declared by the divine Spirit to have been 
more noble than thofe of Thefialonica, for 
this very reafon, ** That they fearched the 
** Scriptures, dailyv** The TheflaJonians,,even 
Tome of them that were favourably difpofed 
lo the apoftolical doftrincs, it would feem, 
were more fuperficial in their religious inqui- 
ries, more apt to reft on human authority, 
and. more negligent of inveftigating the ac- 
kaowledged infallible fources of information 
in divine things, than they ought to have 
teen. But the Bereans were accurate inqui* 
rei's, and diligent ftudents of the Scriptures : 
periuaded of the infpiration of that facrcd vo- 
lume, they had recourfe to the law, and to 
the teftimony, for trying the opinions or af- 
fertions of tbeir teachers ; knowing, that i£ 
ihcy fpoke not according to this word, there 
was no. light in them. It was not the mere 
plaufibility of any tenets : it was not their be- 
ing commonly received or fafhionable ; it was 
ViOX their fuUsibkutfe to \hdv: wifties, or fub- 
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fcrviency to their worldly profpefts, that in- 
fluenced their fentimentSi^ or regulated their 
external conduct : but it was their conformity 
to truth, which they fcarched for as for hid- 
den treafures ; it was their agreeablenefs to 
the Scriptures, the only unerring ftandard ot 
faith and of manners : " They fearched the 
** Scriptures daily, whether thofe things were" 
*' fo.-r^Their delight was in the law of the 
.** Lord, and rn his law did they meditate day 
** and night." Their BiWe was their daily 
ftudy -, the writings of Mofes, and the pro- 
phets, which contained all the divine revela*' 
tion that was then enjoyed, were familiar ta 
thefe intelligent and devout Jews; Both inr 
.their private retirements, and public afleii^- 
blies, they read and coniidered them with at^ 
tention. They examined the-juftncfs of the 
expoiitions of their la>y ;'they weighed care- 
fully the proofs by which the doArines of 
their teachers were vouched or defended ; 
they xiid not content themfelves with a fuper- 
ficial view of the facred text, but inquired in- 
to its fcope and meaning. By this Aandard 
they tried they doftrines of Paul and his f^iU 
low-labourer in the work of the miniftry, wha 
had been (hewing to them the way of falva- 
tion. The important theme, on which thefe 
teachers expatiated with delight, was, That 
Jefus is the Chrift, the promifed Meffiah, and 
^Saviour of the world. As they were addreC- 
fing a congregation of Jews, and Jewifti profe- 
lyteS| they drew arguments chiefly from the Old 
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Teftamenty which was acknowledged by thciit 
hearers to be the wosd of Gk>d \ and evinced 
the coitfof mity of the charader of their Ma^ 
fter with the fcriptural types and prcdidions 
of the Meffiah. I fay «^ chiefly -^ fop then 
can be little or no doubt, that, the internal 
excellence of the principles of the Chriftian 
religion, and the miracles by which it war 
confirmed^ would not pafs unnoticed by its 
teachersi or unobfervedr by their attentive z\x^ 
dience. All- thefe proofs were well weighed 
by the Bereans \ and by the divine Ueffing^ 
produced a thorough belief of the troths tliqt 
had heard. This lead3 me to Fcmarkt 

3* In the laft place on this headi The can- 
dour with whidi their inquiries were coi»» 
ducted, and their opennefs to convi£tton : 
^ They received, the word with all readineft^ 
"of mind." They difcovered an enlargement 
of mind and freedom from the prejudices which 
their countrymen had fo. deeply imbibed. la 
other places the crofs of Chrift had been to 
die Jews a ftumbling-block, and to the Greeks, 
foolifhnefs ; the apoftks had been infulted- 
and abufed, their doctrines and character mif- 
reprefentedt and their inflruflions vilitied, as 
•* the fooliflinefs of preaching.** Ideas of a 
temporal Meffiah, and profpeds of worldly. 
enjoyments under his reign, were almoft uni* 
verfally entertained. When a few obfcure and 
illiterate perfons went about teaching, That 
ChriH: had come in the flefh» and appeared, in 
the fornif o£ a ftrvant ^ that he* was a man of 

forrowsi^ 
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(brrowsi and acquainted with grief \ aiul had 
fubmitted to the painful and ignomlikiuuH 
death of the crofs ; it is cafy to conceive witU 
what contempt they and their doArincM would 
be treated. The whole hiflory of the ;ipo(Ur» 
exhibits the malign influence of vi( imu pit:- 
judices ; and particularly the vcifcs picirdiuif 
my text, ver. j[. 6. 7* Even in Hnm UUii 
were fome worthlel's people Airrcd up by ihrii 
aAive brethren at Thefialonica, to diOurl) ihr 
miniftrations of thefe faithful fcrvwuis of ihi 
Prince of Peace. Very diiicreni from ihiif, 
howcTcr, was the character of the hrjruiib ug 
generaL They did not turn a deaf cai lo liu. 
voke €tf inftrufiion, or attend ou rLr iytta. 
gogue with a deterniiutd purpofc lo tiuC. fauU 
with the preacher, and opp'^ft wi»aL« m.* h<. 
fliould fay; bat th«;y cam<: thcM v/jri. i.^oO: 
ttjp and meeknefs of ipiii^ <i<;liiou: o' itAu*.*. 
doD, and refoived 10 ic^^/v*. ti*« «i j». j ^,.,. 
whatever m^'Uth it iiiO'j.c i^; «,,'.',«/ •. .k. 
Paul and Silas w«* i^ri.'.j;'.'. •> i- , . . » .: , 
gave them a welcoizic i^->.^»/'! «■..' « . .-..* 
hearing. '* Like x«?«k-'U'^i: .y>^-. * . ■ '.. ■ 
•* red the finccit or pyi^ t^ ^ » , ...,.*. 
•* that they mi^.n'. i-.iof' ■.•ti«i.- •' *- 

•• ved with led^mtr. «. = .. - , , ' - 

" grafttd wore k...'.. •.., ; .,.. -■ 

« r-uls'* ILc; .!:....>., . ,' ; - ' 

the ic^-ucti .-111 i.' .^:- • " ■• ■"' 

every aiguutcit- «: .-.,.. ^ - *^ 

as c«ry voj^iiu. - . . -— ^'- 
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cenTiaced of their truth, exprefied their afieht 
with cordiality and fteadioefs. 

The dLvioe Spirit^ whofe aid, our Lord pro- 
nifed to lead bis people into all neceflary 
trutbi countenanced the refearches of thefe 
honeft inquicers^ and crowned them witli fuc*-^ 
cef$* 

. Such was the excellent fpirlc that dwelt ui 
the Bereansi and which hath drawn< from a» 
infpired penman fo ftrong a teilimony of ap» 
probation.. That (he encomium is mod ju{V, 
every perfon fenfiblc' of true worth muft ac^ 
knowledge.. Such an ardent love t<> truiby 
and delight in the facred writings ; Tuch mo« 
deflry, candour, and diligence^ io. re&acches 
after ufeful knowledge ; fuch aa opennefs to> 
conviftion of truths that were adverfe to their 
prejudices of education, and apparently fub- 
verfive of their prefent intereft, — are qualities 
intitled to our highed efleera, and afford a 
folid foundation for this figniiicanx eulogiunii: 
•* Thefe were more noble than thofe in TheC- 
*^* falonica, in that they received the word 
** with all readinefs of mind, and fearched 
" the Scriptures daily, whether thofe things 
^ were fo." — But it is not iufficicnt to ad- 
mire i it mud alio be our habitual endeavoi>r 
to refemble this amiable character* 

IL 1 ftiall therefore now proceed, in tht/a- 
cord place, To urge and recommend the imi- 
tation of the condu^ of the Bcreans^ or a di- 
ligent 
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ligent and impartial examination of the Scrip* 
tures. . - ' 

I. It is our dnty and right, ajsreafonable, 
creatures, to inquire and judge for ourfelvei 
concerning the truths of reiigion- 

This appears from the very frarrie of our 
nature. The Supreme Being, wha does no^ 
thing in vain, hath enxiued us wkh facuhies 
fit for invcftrgating evidence, and difcoveritig 
truth. He hath planted in our breads a prin- 
ciple of curiofkj, or dcfirc of knowledge ; and 
hath annexed a high degree of plcafurt toow 
intelleftual refearches andc^fcoveries. It is our 
capacity of diicerniog. between^ truth- and falfc- 
hood,: right and wrong,, that gives man a pre-- 
eminence above the brute creation, and di*- 
ftinguiihes his actions and purfuits from their 
inil:in<Slive exertions.^ It iit on this conf^itution 
of our nature^ that the whole fyftem of mo* 
ral obligations, and our accountablenefs for 
our fentiments anfd conduct, are ertubliihed. 
Even in the ordinary concerns of life, reilec* 
tion and inquiry are acknowledged by all to 
be requi(ite» N^ w»fe man will rufh blindly 
into any cnterprife, without confidering what 
be fhould do, and what are likely tabe the 
confequenccs of his cpoduft. All the arts of 
life depend on fixed principles \ which mull 
be ftudied with attention by thofe who would; 
attain excellence, or profccute them with fuo- 
cefs; inattention, and erroneous apprehenfijns 
of them, are frequently productive of dlfip- 
j^ointment and ruin in worldly purfuits: how 
E 6 mucli. 
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much inore neceflary and important arc dcU^ 
berate inqinry, and dne confid^ration, ia tUcr 
concerns of our fouls and eternity ? Ixk tliefe, 
miftakes may be of the moft dangerous and 
fatal conference. Juft principles are efleoi- 
tial to conftitute the goodnef» of any. a£Hon|^ 
and are die proper fpring of right condu^fc. 
The moft fplendid afb-of-munificence^ or cha- 
rity^ cannot be approved by the Seascher of^ 
Hearts^ when they proceed from oftentation^ 
or other felfifh motives, however laudable they, 
may appear in the eyes of men. DiUgeat inquirj^ 
into truth, and due pains to come to the know* 
ledge of our duty, are therefore indifpen&bly^ 
sequifite. When we have any important worldly^ 
end in view, we fpare no pains to attain it % andL 
furely greater attention and induftry are rea* 
fonable in the concerns of our inunortal fouls». 
We ftiould receive no doftrine of religion up- 
on human authority, or the afiSrmation of fal-- 
lible men like ourfelvcs.. Though re fpcft and 
attention are due to teachers,, they are not in- 
titled to implicit faith. The Bereans are com-^ 
mended for fearching the Scriptures, and try- 
ing the doArine even of the apoftles by the 
word of God. Ignorance can never be the 
mother of devotion, or the parent of true re- 
ligion : for the worfliip of God is the homage. 
of the heart, and bis fcrvice is *^ a reafonablc 
« fervice." 

The noble powers of our nature cannot be 
employed in a way more fuitable to their dig- 
nity and excellence, than in forming juft ap-. 

prehenfioxui 
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l^ffljl^tt^iis of the charaAer aod wilTof God. 

A^ ifCTj man has aa ttnderftandmg of his 

oWtif fo it is his duty and right to uCc it, and 

to regulate his principles bj his own inquiries 

and conviftionsi and not by the untried nuufc^ 

ims of others. - Thafc fcheme <rf jie^ion may 

juflly be fi&fpeAed of being an impofition on 

mankind, that declines the teft of a free and 

accurate examination, and sequires belief «idi- 

out inveftigation : for thofe who are confciooa 

of theexcellencdof their dofkrines, will not 

be afraid of bringing them to light^^ and of 

txpofing. them te the infpeAioa of the moft 

attentiTC obferver. They know, that the moofr 

carefully they are niiewed, their truth and 

beauty will be more apparent. Truth ca& bev 

the light, and loves to be feen i bm FalTehood 

and Vice feek darknels, and dread inveftiga^ 

lion. What (hall we think then. of the churcb, 

of Rome, . which cequires^ from its- membera 

implicit faith^ and.with-holds from ihem the 

Scriptures in the vulgar tongue, which are the 

means of religious information and knowledge^ 

Never was thex« £a daring an. encroachment 

on the rights of confcience,. and the underw. 

fiandings of men. It is fo. extraordinary ait 

ufurpation, that no flendcc evidence fu£El- 

ces for believing, that any (bciety of profet^ 

fing Chrifiians^ would auempt it.. But there 

is no reafoa to doubc the fsi&^ This^firoog 

fiep was not ventured* on, till many other 

corruptions had been introduced,, and the 

wnd& of men wecc fatcced with the moft 

meax> 
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fncftfi and unworthy prejudices. The fynod 
of Thouloufe, A. D. 1228, feems to have been 
the firft ecclefiadical afTemblj that deprived 
the laity of the ufe of the Scriptures. This 
prohibition was occafioned by the preaching 
of the Waldenfesp who expofed the prevailing 
errors of that period, and taught, that what- 
■ foever was not agreeable to the word of God 
ihould be rcjcAed. The Church of Rome, 
confcious that many of their tenets would not 
bear Aich an examination as was claimed by 
thofe manly defenders of the rights of private 
judgement, impofed this moft unwarrantable 
prohibitioDi to exclude inquiry into their er^ 
rorsr and prevent the d^ftruAion of that fa^ 
.brie of deceit and tyranny which they had 
been- rearing for agcs.^ Even in the pref(rnt age 
of inquiry and learning, this continuts ftill in 
a great meafure to be the jcafe in Pbpiih coun* 
tries. In the Pope's and King of Spain's do- 
minions, no vulgar tranflation of the Bible is 
permitted. la thofe countries where this in^ 
dulgence is fometimes granted, no man is aK 
lowed to read the Scriptures without a licence 
from a bifhop or inquifitor, who muft be pre- 
vioufly fatisfied by the prieft or confeffor con- 
cerning the fitnefe of the perfon to be intruft- 
ed with fuch a liberty. In Britain, where it 
would be almoft impoffible to keep the Bible 
from thofe who have a mind to read it, and. 
where the indulgence may fometimes be of po- 
litical utility for gaining or keeping profelytes, 
h k often granted , — ^v\»\x^\\^'tRbeims Tc« 
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ftament, Which is put into the hands of Eng- 
Mfti Papifts, is much corrupted , and abounds 
with errors* But in Roman-Catholic couih- 
tries, where the power of the church is more 
abfoiute, this libertjic is feldoov granted;, and 
only to ihofe who are raoft bigotted to the 
tenets of iheir church. 

How oppoiite ifrthis coaduA'to that of the 
Bereans, who iearched the Scriptures . daily, 
whether thofe things were fo- ' It deferves as 
much cenfure and abhorrence, as theirs diti 
commendation. It is more oppreffive and dan- 
gerous in its nature, than if a guide on ^ roid 
^ould put out a (ra^Uer's bodily eyes« uddor 
the pretence of condudking bim^ with moie 
£ifety to the end of his jpurney.. What can 
be more abfurd and tyrannical, than to prohi** 
bit men from, feeing, with their own eyes thofe 
truths which God hath required them to be- 
lieve, or thofe duties which they are bpund^ 
under the awful fan£tions of future puniih- 
ments, to perform I 

It is iaid, I know, by the defenders of tlskc 
church of Rome, that fufficient informatioa 
b communicated in their fermons, and books 
of devotion. But if thefe do contain a full 
fiimmary ot ChriAian doctrine,, why do they 
deny the laity the liberty of fearching the 
Scriptures, and knowing from their own inqui- 
• ry that they have declared the whole counfel of 
God I If any neceflary or profitable truth hath 
been with-held, if any unfcriptural articles of 
belief have been iotroduccd^ tben wc can fee 
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the reafon for rcifu&ig the key of knowledge^ 
and locking up the proper repofitories of inftrac- 
tion. But what a dreadful invaiion is this of 
the rights of reafonabk and accouotaUe beiogsf 
How juftlj may the confideratton of it excite^ 
an attachment to the important and unalien* 
ahle rights of private judgement, and an ho« 
neft indignation againft thofe who ^< ihnt up 
** the kingdom of heaven againft men, and 
^ neither go in themfelves, nor fuffiur them 
^ that are entering to go in 1" 

2* Our obligation to imitate the condnA of 
the Bereans will appear further from confi-^ 
dering, that the Scriptures are addrefled %o 
aH ranks of pcrfons, and require from them 
ao impartial and careful exanuaation of the^ 
miths they contain.. 

Every reader of the word of God may ea* 
fity perceive, that the important rights for 
which we are now contending^^ are agreeable 
to our charter of privileges contained in the 
mfpired records. I£ the Scriptures had taught 
that we were not to exercife freely our own 
underfiandings in our fpiritual and moft im* 
portant concerns, but were ta receive impli- 
citly the diAates of one or more men of like 
paffions with ourfelves j if the Scriptures had 
declared, that we were to believe virtue to be 
vice, and vice virtue, when our eccIefiaQical 
rolers fiiould fay fo \ fuch aflertions would, 
afford an unanfwerable argument againft their 
infpiration. But they inculcate principles vc- 
7 different from ihofc we have been expofing.. 

The. 
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The with-holding the Scriptures from the 
vulgar, and a Atperficial examination of thcm^ 
are evklen^ contrary t» their exprefs lan^ 
guagc and ffHrit. They were written ia lan^ 
goages univerfailj fjpoken, and underftood by 
thofe for whofe ufe they were firft intended % 
and they were very early tranflated into the 
languages of the difierent countries where our 
holy religion was preached. This is an cxp 
preffive intimation that die Scriptures were 
intended by the divine Spirit for the ufe of 
the vulgar. There canbe no objeilion-againft 
the peopled reading them now, but what 
would have held as well againft writing and 
pttbliihing them at firft in a language com- 
monly underftood. It appears from the in- 
fcription 0r dedication of various portions of 
the ikcxed wntiags, that they aze mtended far 
all ranks of peribns. The epiftles, for inftancet 
are addreflcd» not to the paftors only of the 
different churches, but to all the faithful bre- 
thren of whatever denomination^ and 10 all 
that in every place call upon the same of 
Jefus Cbrift, our Lord^ The holy penmen 
enjoin, tlMt they fiiould be read and attended 
to by all. The excellency of the Scriptures^ 
and the advantages of the ftudy of them, 
are beautifully reprefented in many paflagc&^ 
«♦ Thefe words which I command thee (faid 
<< the Moft High to the Hraelites of old) fhaU 
^ be in thine hearts, Thou; (halt teach th^m 
^ diligentty to thy children, and {halt talk of 
^ them when thou fittefi in thine honfe, and 

«« whca 
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^< when thou walked by the way, and when 
*' thou licft down, and when thou rifcft up^ 
** Thou ihalt bind them for a fign upon thine 
'' hand| and they (hall be as frontlets between 
*• thine eyes. Thou (halt write, them upon 
<< the pods of thy houfe, and on thy gates/' 
Deut. vi. 6, 7, 8, 9. What was pradtifed by 
the Bereans, was enjoined by our Lord him- 
feif : " Search the Scriptures; for in them yc 
*' think ye have eternal life, and thefe are 
" they-which teftify of me." Frequently du- 
ring his life, as well as after his refurre£lion^ 
he referred them to the coniideration of Moies 
.'and the prophets, and ihowed, that '* Chrift 
*< ought to fufier thefe things, and to enter 
«* into his glory.'* The exhortations of the 
apoftles on this fubje£t are correfpondent ta 
thofe of their mafter. They often quote the 
Old Tcftatnent, and recommend the ftudy of 
the infpircd records. '* Let the word of Chrift 
•* dwell in you richly in all wifdom. Take 
" unto you the fword of the Spirit, which is 
** the word of God. We have a more furc 
** word of prophecy, to which ye do well to 
•* take heed." Paul mentions Timothy's early 
acquaintance with the Scriptures as a great 
advantage : " From a child thou haft knowa 
•* the holy Scriptures, which are able to make 
" thee wife unto falvation, through faith which 
«« is in Jefus Chrift." 

It is indeed aftonifhing, that in the face 

of thefe, and other clear declarations of the 

, divine Spirit, any church or fociety of pro- 

fefling 
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feffing Chriftians (hould have had the impu- 
dence to deny the Scriptures to the laity» or 
even to difpenfe with inculcating the ftudy of 
them. I know it hath been faid in apology 
for this extraordinaiy condud, (for the worft 
caufe hath had feme advocates to plead for 
it)» that there are fome obfcure paflages ia 
divine revelation which are liable to be mif- 
. mterpreted by vulgar readers, and ibme doc- 
trines which they are apt to abufe to hurtful 
purpofcs. To give colour to this argument, 
the words of the Apoftle, 2 Pet. iii. 15, i6» 
are urged, '* Even as our beloved brother 
*< Paul alfoj according to the wifdom given 
*' xinto him, hath written to you; as aUb 
*' in all his ep^ftle?, fpeaking in them of thefe 
<* things ; in which are fome things hard to 
*< be underftood, which they that are unlearn* 
*< ed and unftable wreft, as they do alfo the 
** other Scriptures^ unto their own deftruc^ 
*^ tion»"^ We readily acknowledge,, there ase 
fome obfcure paflages : bjit this is rather an 
argument for^ftudying die Scriptures with, 
more care, to obtain juft views of divixic 
truths ; at leaft, it can be no objeftion to the 
giving due attention to the bulk of the facred 
writings, which are adapted'to any prdinasy 
underCkandisg. That cbj Scriptures have jbeen,^ 
and may be, mifinterpreted> we do not dei]^.. 
So- have other books been mifinterpreted ; but 
we are not on that account to abftain from 
reading.. A traveller will not defift from his 
journeys, becaufe there is. fome danger of mif- 

taking^ 
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taking his way \ but will be at the more pains 
to find the right road. Health, liberty, all 
worldly breffings, have been perverted and a* 
bufedi as well as the Scriptures i but no man 
in his fenies thinks that they are therefore 
not worth the ufing, or enjoying* Peter does 
not mean to dlfluade men from reading PauHs 
writings, but to caution them tagainft error, ' 
and to excite to the perufal of them with due 
attention and care : for he adds in the follow- 
ing verfe, ''Beware, left ye being led away 
'* with the error of the wicked, fall fronti 
*' your ftedfaftnefs. But grow in grace, and 
** in the knowledge of fKXpfd and Saviour 
«• Jcfus Chrift." The objeflnon may be urged 
with equal force againft reading or hearing 
the difcourfes of uninfpired teachers, which 
are at leaft as capable of mifinterpretatron and 
abufe. When we infift on the rights of pri- 
vate judgement, we do not mean, that every 
doArine of our religion may be fully undcr- 
ftood on invcftigauon. There are fomc doc- 
trines which are above ourprefentcomprehen- 
fion, and which we mud belie.ve on the divine 
leftimony. Thefe baffle the inquiries of the 
acute philofopher, as well as of the honeft 
peafant. Tet this is no better reafon for ne- 
glefting the fiudy of the Bible, than it would 
' be for abftaining from the ftudy of the works 
of nature ; for there are myfteries in bothi. 
It is our duty to fearch with modefty the 
Scriptures, not only that we may know thofe^ 
doftrines and duties which are eafy and intel- 
ligible. 
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tigibk, but alfo tho& truths which we are to 
receive on the authority of God^ and of which 
we are to expeA- a more full difcovery in a 
future ftate. 

But though the Reformed churches have 
juftly maintained the liberty of every man to 
read the Scriptures^ it hath been warmly con* 
tended, by many declared friends of revealed 
religion^ that they have not a£ted up to their 
own principles, and need further reformation!^ 
as they have publiflied Confeffions of Faith, 
and required the lltbfcription of them from a 
coniiderable number of their members. This 
is alledged to be an invaiion of the preroga* 
tive of confciedltCf^liid an undue reftraint in 
complying with the injun£Hon8 of the Spirit 
of God to fearch the Scriptures. The diC* 
cuffion of this controverfy would require nK>re 
inveftigatiooj and a greater detail of argu« 
ments, than the ufual bounds of this exercife 
will admit* Suffice it to obferve at prefent, 
in vindication of the Proteftant churches, that 
they all concur in mainuining the paramount 
authority of the Scriptures, and in declaring 
the fallability of all fynods and councils. They 
fet forth their confeffions only as an abridge* 
ment or fummary of the truths contained in 
the word of God, and give full liberty to their 
members to examine them by this only uner* 
ring (landard. Should the refult of their in* 
vefiigations be contrary to the declared tenets 
of the focietyi they are indeed excluded from 
public ecdefiaftiod offices, and the emolun^u 

annexed 
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annexed to 'tbefe employments ; but no other 
hardfhip is impofed on them. There feems 
little or no reafon to complain, that a fociety 
ihould not give their counteoance and fupport 
to teachers who hold doctrines oppofite to 
their creed, and contradiA what they deeoi 
a form of found words. Members of our re- 
ligious cftablifh men t arc not rcftrained from 
private inquiry, nor even from publifhing 
their own fentiments, and refuting received 
maxims. Iti this happy land of liberty wc 
may take full fcope in our refearches after 
truth, profefs our faith, and worfhip God, 
according to our confcieuces, without mole- 
fiation. Though the door may be fhut again ft 
foAc to the ecclcfiaftical preferments of the 
ftate, there are a variety of openings to other 
employments, and equal chance of fuccefs to 
all who ufc the means of attaining it, and 
who maintain no principles repugnant to fhe 
foundations of civil fociety. It is when a 
church pretends to infallibility, and ftifles pri- 
vate inquiry into their tenets ; when they at- 
tempt 10 compel men, by the terror or inflic- 
tion of punilhments, to counteradt their con- 
viftions, and fpeak as they do, that they arc 
chargeable with tyranny, and violation of the 
rights of confcience. Such conduct is not 
more oppofite to the principles of reafon, 
than to the diftatts of the Scriptures of truth. 
There we are taught ** to call no man mafter, 
**- or lord of our confcience ^ one is our ma- 
/' jftcr, even Chuft." Tkc mvulfters of reli- 
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gion arc not to be •* lords over God's heri- 
«* tagc, or to have dominion over the faith of 
" men ; but to be helpers of their J07, and Acir 
•« fervants for Chrift's fake.** The hearers of 
the gofpel are cautioned againft the errors of 
falfe teachers, are furniOied with marks of true 
doftrine, and warned ^* not to believe every 
" fpirit, but to try the fplrits, whether they be 
•« of God.'* They are enjoined ** to fearcl^ 
^•«the Scriptures, and to be ready always to-' 
•• give an anfwer to every man that ^iketh 
•* them a reafon of the hope that is in them, 
^* with meeknefs and fear.** The apoftles com- 
mend them, when diligent, and impartial in 
their refearcfees, and appeal to their enlight- 
ened underftandlngs for confirmation of theiir 
doftrine. " I fpeak (fays Paul) as unto wife 
*« men ; judge ye what I fay.** This is treat- 
ing us as reafonable creatures ; this is the li- 
berty wherewith Chrift hath made his people 
free. No Chriftian fhould receive or acknow- 
ledge any doftrines in religion, till he is con- 
vinced, on due inquiry, that they bear the 
ftamp of the divine authority, though they 
may be promulgated by the moft refpeftablc 
focieties on earth. Such a conduft involves 
in it the moft mean and criminal negligence. 
In propagating the gofpel of peace, it is folid 
argument, and fcripture-authority, not force, 
which are to be employed : ** The weapons of 
" pur warefare are not carnal, but fpiritual.** 
Fire and fword were never intended by a God 
' of Jove for cftabUftxing 0\^ uu\\v- 



^^-^V^ 
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-3. The Scriptures appear to be moft worthy 
of our diligent peruFal, from the importance 
of the truths contained in themi to the prefeut 
and eternal happioefs of mankind. Some^ave 
affirmedjthat it is of little or no moment what 
doArines are helieved, if the life he good. 
But this is a moft erroneous aflertion : for 
though a good life is indifpenfably rec^uifite, 
it is uniformljr reprefented by the facred wri- 
ters as the fruit and evidence of true faith ia 
Chrift. From worldly confiderations, I ac« 
knowledge, men may abftain from grofs ^« 
<cious indulgences, smd maintain a decent and 
refpcAable character in the eyes of their fel- 
low*creatures : but without juft principles of 
religioPi fixed in the heart, their reformatioa 
wiH be only partial ; they will continue enfla- 
ved to fomc favourite though perhaps fecret 
luft, and will not have refpefit to all God*s 
commandments. 

Error and unbelief arc the jnain fource of 
corruption of heart and conduct \ but it is 
by the powerfal and benign influence of the 
belief pf the truth, that we are purified and 
•determined to the obedience of the divine 
laws. Without faith, we are aflured, it is 
impoffible to pleafe God. Ju-ft apprehenfions 
of the divine charafter and will, are the pro- 
per fpring of a religious conduft : actions 
which flow not from ihence, may be ufeful, 
and applauded by men ; but cannot receive 
the approbation of the Searcher of Hearts* 
It is the truth which makes men free 5 but 

ignorance 
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Ignorance and error keep the foul enthralled 
to vicious attachments: " The viftory that 
** overcometh the world is our faith. Now 
•* faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
** word of God." It is the Scriptures of truth 
heard and read, which are the principal means 
employed by God, ** for opening the eyes of 
** the fpiritually blind, and. for turning mea 
**fr6m darknefs to light, and from the power 
•« of Satan unto God" The word of God 
is defcribed to be like fire, that enlightens, 
warms, and purifies ; it is like a hammer that /^ 
breaks the rock in pieces, and bend§ the fVub- 
born will of man to an acquiefcence 
will of the Almighty : ^*it is qufck and/jpo^ 
** erful, andfharper than any two-edged fwdf^ 
•'' piercing even to the dividing aiunder of foi 
«« and %irjt, and of the joints and marrowj 
** and is a difcerner pf the thoughts and in- 
•* tents of the heart." How w.mn are the 
encomiums of the royal pfalmift upon the im- 
portance and peculiar excellencies of the di- 
vine law ! Pial. xix. 7. &c. '• The law of the 
•« Lord is perfeft, converting the foul : the 
•« teftimony of the Lord is lure, making wife 
«« the fimple. The ilatutes of the Lord arf 
•bright, rejoicing the hcait;. the comniand- 
** mcni of the Lord is pure, enlightening the 
" eyes. The fear of the Lord is clean, en- 
•' during for ever: the judgements of the Lord 
•Vare true and righteous altogether. More 
•< to be defired are they than gold, yea, tlian 
« much fine gold : fwecter alfo than honey, and 
Vol. IV. Q^ •• the 
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<* the honey-comb. Moreover, by them is 
<< thy fervanc warned : and in keeping of them 
*' there is great reward. — ^Thc law of thy 
*< mouth is better to me than thoufands of 
*' gold and filver. I will meditate on thy pre- 
^* cepts, and delight myfelf in thy ftatmes : I 
^< will not forget thy word. I have hid it in 
*< my heart, that I might not fin againft thee.** 
JBqually ftrong is the commendation which 
Paul gives of the Scriptures in his fecond 
epiAle to Timothy, iii. i6. 17. ** AUScrip- 
** ture is given by infpiration of God, and is 
•• profitable for doArine, for reproof, for cor- 
** reAton, for inftrufkion in righteoufnefs ; 
^< that the man of God may be perfect, tho« 
•• roughly furnifhed unto all good works.**— 
i^ Whatfoever things were written aforetime, 
<* were written for our learning ; that wc 
** through patience and comfort of the Scrip- 
•* tures might have hope.'* 

Under the perfuafion of the importance and 
excellence of divine truths, pious perfons have 
made the facrtd records the fubjeft of their 
mod diligent rtudy in every age and country 
where religion hath been maintained in any 
degree of purity. Jofephus informs us, that 
•* if any man alked a Jew concerning the laws, 
** he could tell him every thing more readily 
*• than his name.** And Maimonides affirms, 
that <* it did not fuffice a Jew to read the 
** law, but he wrote it too. For though a 
** father had kft his fon a copy of the law, 

^* he 
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" he was ncvcrthelefs obliged to write for him- 
•« felf another copy with his own hand.'* 

Id the pureft ages of the Chriftian church, 
nio lefs ardent was the attachment of the 
friends of religion to the ftudy of the Scrip* 
tures. In the firft age, this appears from the 
paflages already recited, and from the com* 
mendation beftowed on the Bereans in the 
text. In the fecond age. Clement of Alex- 
andria reprefents attention to the Jnfpired 
writings, and conferences on them, as a di- 
flinguifhing part of the character of Chci* 
ftians» In the third century, Origen mentions 
his early acquaintance with the Scriptures^ 
and recommends thq perufal of them to all* 
*< Think it not fufficient, (fays St Auftin)^ 
*< that ye hear the Scriptures in the chur^ | 
*< but alfo attend to them in your houfes at 
*^ home ; either read them yourfelves, or get 
<* one to read them to you.'' Many other 
authorities might be brought from writers in 
feveral fubfequent centuries in proof of their 
fenfe of the advantages of fiudying the Scrip « 
tures. It appears from the hiftory of the per- 
fecutions, that Chriftians would rather part 
with their lives than with their Bibles *, and 
that it was deemed an indance of the higheft 
weaknefs and fear, when fome of them were 
perfuaded to deliver their Bibles .to their per- 
lecutors. 

The denial then of the free ufe of the 
Scriptures, is contrary to the fenfe of anti- 
^ty, or of the earlier periods of the churchy 
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Indeed the learned writers in the church of 
Rome cannot deny this charge of novelty: 

Even thofe who withhold the Scriptures 
from the laity, join with us in acknowledging 
the excellency of the truths contained in them^ 
which is the beft argument for the diligent per- 
ufal of any book. It is in this facred volume 
thai we have the moft clear and farisfadtory dif- 
coveries of the nature, pcrfeftions, and provi- 
-dence of God ; of the worfhip that is due to 
him ; and. of the effential qualifications of his 
wf'Hl/ippers. It is here that we have the moft 
important and authentic information concern- 
ing the original condition of mankind^ our 
apoftdfy, and its fatal confequcncts, and the 
method of our reftoration to the friendfhip 
of God, and happinefs, through the media- 
tion of our Lord Jefus Chrift in our nature. 
In this divine repofitcry of ufefiil knowledge, 
there is the purcft (yftem of morality that 
was ever communicated to the world. In our 
Savicui's feimon on the mount, and in many 
other portions of holy writ, every virtue per- 
fective of our nature is recommended by the 
moft powerful arguments, and every vicious 
indulgence of heart and life is prohibited un- 
der the mod aN\ful fandtions. Here are ex- 
hibited the moft admirable examples of reli- 
gious and moral duties, in the characters of 
the patriarchs, prophets, apofiles, and others; 
but above all, in the perfedt life ot the great 
Author and finiflier of our faith : ** in whom 
'' there wiis no fin^ neither was guile found 
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«* in his lips.^ Here every obedient fubjeft of 
the Redeemer's kingdom may find, for his-cn- 
couragement, the mod preciuis promifes ; of 
affiftance in the difcharge of his duty ; oi 
ftrength to refift and overcome temptation ; 
of comfort under afflidlion ; and, finally, 
" that all things ihill work together for his 
•* good ; and that he Ihall be kept by the 
*' power of God through faith unto falva- 
" tion.'* The unparallelled Jove of Chrift is 
fet forth in all its attrai^ive luftre, to engage 
our obedience, and recoticile us to all the dif- 
pofals of the divine will. It is the difcovery 
of the wonderful fcheme of our falvation 
through him, which is the grand fubjeft of 
revelation, and which is indeed glad tidings 
of great joy to all people. It is here that the 
typical iniVitutions and predictions of the Old 
Tcftament chiefly terminate. On this moft 
important theme the apoftles enlarge with 
pleafure, and place, in a variety of the mofl: 
ftriking lights, the riches of divine love, and 
the practical influence of the grace of God, 
that bringeth faivation. 

The rewards and punifhments of a future 
life are brought to the cleaieft light by the 
gofpel. There we are aflured of the immor- 
tality of the foul, the refurredtion of the bc.dy, 
and a future judgement. There we are in- 
formed, that our Lord Jefus Chrift is to be 
our Judge ^ that all mankind are to appear^ 
at his tribunal^ and every one to receive -^c* 
cording to the things done viv x\ie \ioi.^ ^ ^V^- 
(^3 vV^x 
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tfaer they be good or evil ; that in confequence 
of his decifion, the righteous fhall be admit- 
ted into a ftate of eternal happinefs, and ths 
iH^icked go into everlafting punifhmenr. 

Thefe arc fome of the interefting truths 
that are contained In the word of God : they 
are truths that are of the highed utility for 
eur prefent improvement and future felicity* 
In other writings there is a mixture of falfe- 
hood with truth, and of unprofitable or hurt- 
ful obFervations with ufeful knowledge : but 
in this facred book there is no blot or error | 
every part of it. is conducive to our inftruc* 
tion in righteoufnefs. In no other book is 
there to be found fuch important informa* 
tion : for in it every truth is revealed^ and 
every duty inculcated, which can promote our 
prefent ufefulnefs, and our everlafting hap- 
pinefs. The Bible then appears to be worthy 
of our moft diligent and ferious perufal. The 
more we read it, in a humble dependence on 
the Spirit of God, the more will we relifli its 
fwectncfs, and feel its powerful energy. No- 
thing therefore can be more abfurd and tyran- 
nical, than v/ith-holding from men fuch a 
noble repofitory of divine truths and rules of 
condufl ', fuch a rich magazine of precious 
promifes, and awful threatenings. 

In any important bufinefs of this world, 
we do not content ourfelves with hearfay-evi* 
dcnce, and uncertain information, but feefc 
for all the fausfa&AOu vj\i\c\\ x.Vi^ W3.ture of the 
thing will admits SwVl axvtu<\oxw ^.xv^ e^^\- 
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gence are much more efiential in the concerns 
of religion and eternity. Nothing can be 
more unfit in itfelf, or derogatory to the au- 
thority of the Scriptures, than to go no farther 
than to the fermons or books of fallible men^ 
for information in divine things. It is fipping 
at the ftreams, when we fhotuld drink at the 
fountain of knowledge, and wells of falvation. 
Priefts may caufe the people to err either 
from intention, or in confequcnce of their 
own miftakes. That m my ot the erirors which 
are palmed on the vulgar by the Popifli cler- 
gy, are intentional, there is too much reafoQ 
to fear, from their denying them the liberty 
of inquiring and judging fur themfelves. Wc 
cannot account for leaving out ihe fecond 
commandment in many of their catechifms^ 
and curtailing it in others, but from an appre- 
henfion, that their idolatrous worfhip would 
ftahd condemned by it in the eyes of the peo- 
ple. But, at any rate, in matters of fo vaft 
moment, it is highly reafonable, that c\tty 
intelligent creature fhould ufe his own UQr 
derfianding, and employ the beft means for 
bis information. Such was the wife and jufl;* 
ly*commended conduft of the Bereans, who 
fcarched the. Scriptures daily, whether the 
dodlrines of the apoltlcs were conformable to 
the Jcwiih Scriptures. 

4* To excite you to the imitation of the 
rharaAer of the Bereans, confider, in the loft 
place, the melancholy confequences that flow 
irom At ncglcft of the iX\^4^ ol x5»^^^:v^- 
0^4 voxt.'^^ 
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tures, and a blind fubmii&on to the opinions 
of men. 

One of the confequences moft naturally' to 
be expcfted, is ignorance, or imperfcft know- 
ledge, of important truths. When the i>crip- 
tures are with-held from the people, no more 
information is communicated to them than 
their priefts chufe to impart. What a fniall 
portion this is, every one muft be fenfible, 
who hath had accefs to converfe with the 
•vulgar on religious fubje6ls, in P»>pifh coun- 
tries, particularly in thofe countries that are 
;noft bigotted to the fee of Rome. Nothing 
elfe c**n be expefted from thofe who abfurdly 
reprefenr ignorance as the mother of devo* 
tion. The fermons of their clergy arc com- 
m-^nly fiilo.l with legendary talcs of pretended 
faints :ind mirncles, inllcad of thofe juft re- 
pre en'ati:)ns oF the fchcme of redemption, 
and oF the virtues of the Chriftian life, which 
would enlighten and purify the foul. They 
j6nd it their interert to keep the people in ig- 
•noiance, lell they (hould be excited, by an 
incn ife of knowledge, to withdraw from fo 
corrupt a fotiety. 

The denying the free ufe of the Scriptures 
to the laity, hath aI(o opened a door i6v the 
introdu^ion i f many errors into the Ghriftian 
church. Had they been allowed to iearch 
the hcriptures, and judge For tfaemfelves, it 
cannot be fuppofed, that they would have ad- 
mitted into ihelv creed To many abfurd and 
uflfcripturaA. aicutks oi i%\\., Ka>^\:kj^«xSl'^wd^ 
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ing that exerted itfelf with freedom, would 
have rejected with abhorrence the infallibility 
of the Pope and councils, tranfubftantiation) 
the worfliip of faints aind images, and various 
other pernicious tenets. A fmall degree of 
s^ttention and inquiry would have ferved foF 
detecting their falfe glofles on the facrcd wri- 
tings, and for difcovering their genuine and 
rational meaning. 

But when the beft means of information^ 
the Scriptures, were with-held from the laity, 
and when they were taught from their earlicft 
years the duty and fafety of placing the high* 
eft confidence in their fpiiitual guides, it be* 
came not very difficult to obtain their time 
acquiefcence in the moft unfcriptiHal and un» 
warrantable impofitions. If" the members of 
that communion could be prevailed on 10 read 
the Scriptures carefully, and to exercife the 
rights of private juilgement, I am perluaded 
that few of them would j)er{ift in fuch grofs 
errors. The church 9I* Home is built on 
worldly policy, in oppofition to the humble 
felf denied charadtcr of the founder of the 
-Ghrirtian religion, and the fpiritual nature of 
his kingdom, that came not with pomp or 
obfcrvation. Every attentive obfcrver will per- 
ceive all their diftinguilhing tenets to be caU 
cuUted ^or promoting the wealth, grandeur, 
and influence of the clerical order. Fhei^ 
priclls inculcate the meritonoufntls of impli- 
cit faith 5 and are as much afra'vd of v.^c 4c- 
(ifuiUoiL ot ihcir hieratcUY^^ 21^ vVi^Ciw^ \s\v.'^ 



flltdr iouget lor the temple bfOUaMwmi 
left thejr flioald be dkerhredl-of ihftif i«iaM 
evi|HCiyiMeiit» «* 

'TheabfiinUty of ft; Und fobiauffioa to Ivb^ 
man raiftoritjr will w|iear to ererjr ttopfqv^ 
. iieeir jieHim who confidert to what length 
dib prfnciple it capable of being carried i . flir 
the Jewftl^tfe tt good a ngkt M dieRoBMH 
Catholics to urge it in defence of their idolar 
trouB worlhip of the goideo calf^ and ihe re* 
je^Uon and maltreatmeiit of our Saviour add 
his'apoftIc8» which hiA the fan^tion of their 
eiTilllod ecdefiaftiiial fuperiors. At thia £i^ 
^tourite principle of Popery fapa the ficNUida^ 
tioat of truth, and extends to tiie juftifying 
of infidclityi idolatry^ and the grofleft etrort^ 
It ought evidently to be rejcdted with abhor* 
rence, and affords a moft unfavourable, tho^ 
jttft, view of a church which 'reffs upon fuch 
a foundation. It might eafily be fliown, and 
indeed it hath been evinced by others, that> 
the Fope» or councils, have no better claim to 
infallibility and implicit faith than the Jewiik. 
high-prieft and fanhedrim* 

Further, Superftiiion is a conftant attends 
ant on ignorance and error. In all countriies^ 
men have been fenflble of their dependence, 
on a Deity, and exprefied it by a^ of fab* 
mage;, but when unjuft notions have been 
entertained of his charafier, their' worfhip 
hath been fervile, and debafed by unmeaning 
ceremonies, and fomejimes by cruel rites*. 
That this defcription Is applicflrf>le. to the vU 

tuaL 
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lual aad peoaaces of the chur dh of Romcr 
as well a$ to the religion of Heathen nations,, 
is but too apparent. But the devotions of 
thofe who are enlightened with a proper 
knowledge of the Scriptures are fpiritual and 
rational ; they do not worfliip an unknown 
God, but draw near to the Father, through. 
Jefus Chriftt in fpirit and in truth. 

The laft and mo(l melancholy confequence 
I (hall mention of the negleA of the ftudy of 
the Scriptures, is the prevalence of vice of 
every kind. In proportion to the degree of 
diligence and impartiality with whtdh the 
Bible is liudied, (hall the man of God become 
pcrfcft, thoroughly furniffied for every good 
work ', the excellence of the divine laws will 
be more clearly perceived, and their influence 
in purifying the heart, and reforming the life, 
more powerfully fe!t.. But when the facred. 
fountain of truth land purity is not duly re*^ 
forced to, when our religious knowledge is 
drawn from a corrupted fource, licentious 
P^ifions will gather ilrcngth, and the hearts 
of the children of men be fully fet in them 
to do evil.. " Wherewith fhall a young man- 
•• cleanfe his way ; but by taking heed -therc- 
«• to according to God's word ?" But if God's^ 
word is not attended to,. Icwdnefs, intemper- 
ance, fraud, and every vicious indulgence,, 
will obtain an afcendant. 

So dangerous isfhe negle4a. of the fludy of 
the Scriptures, fo pernicious its influence on 
the purity and happinefs of mankind ^ io un- 
0^6 yQ.^>Sia^^ 
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juflifiaMe and finful x)\t condud of that churck 
vhich denies the uTe of the Bible \o its inem<* 
bers, that tiny aie at a lofs to devife-any pl<iu-^ 
fible argument in juibfication' of their con* 
du£t. it hath been aiiedged, That an impli* 
"cit fuboiiflion of the laity to the authority of 
their ecclcUallical luperiors produces a beau- 
tiful uniformity of worship and religious pro* 
fefliun : whereas when every man is allowed 
to think for hinifelf, it is likely there will bo 
as niaoy fchemes of religion as there aro 
men. 

But that uniformity of worfhip which is thet 
fruit of ignorance and fuperftitioui is by no 
means defirable. It is the difgrace of our na- 
ture, and {hows the noble powers of our fouls 
to be in a mifcrable ftate of inadtivity or pcr- 
verlion. 

1 acknowledge, that there are different opi- 
nions among Protcilants concerning feme re- 
ligious truths ; and this is naturally to be ex- 
pecStcd, in this impcrftdt ftate, from the dif- 
ferent degrees of mens capacities, attention^ 
diligence, and candour, or freedom from pre- 
judice. Betides, in ihe church of Rome iilclF^ 
* there is in fonie coniiderable points a diver- 
iity of judg-emcnt among learned men. Who- 
ever looks into their commentaiies on the 
Scriptures will find various and dilcordant in- 
teipretations and opinions on many paffages. 
They are greatly divided in their leniiments 
concerning the caiiou o^ ^tv\>^t.ures^ the Pope's 
power over pnactSj2iu<ivtwv«\i^m*ml;>^X^>S\v^ 
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placed. Diffcrtni orders of ccclefiaftics have pc- | 
culiarifies of their own, which have been diiC- 
claimed by oiliers, and been fubjefts of co^ 
tentioo. It could eafily be' ftiown too, that 
diflfercnt popes and councils have iflued de- 
crees and decifions in matters of religion in- 
coniiftent with each other. The charge of 
diicord, then, is not urged -with fuch proprie- 
ty fronv that quarter. BcGdes, ^hcre is Fcally. 
more harmony of opinion among Proteftariti 
in important matters than is commonly fup* 
pofcd. Some of the controvcrfies that have 
been agitated have been rather about words 
than things, and have arifen from men*s at- 
tachment to their own manner of ftating doc- 
trinal propofitions, though little different from 
the commonly received explanations. The 
moft frequent and eager difpuies have been 
about modes of worfhip, and forms of church- 
government, which moderate perfons of all 
denominations have acknowledged not to be 
effential to falvation. Thole who examine the 
Confeflions of Faith that have been fet forth 
by the Reformed churches, will ice a general 
coincidence in their ideas of the dodtrines and 
duties of religion. That individuals have de- 
nied or called in queftion fome of the religi- 
ous principles of Proteftant (ocitties, we own; 
and do not wifh their objedlions had been fup- 
prelFed, as they hive given occafion to a more 
full inquiry anddilcuiEon of Scripture-truths, 
which wi.l always itand the ted ot ^sl -^^^j^* 
rsLtc examination* 
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Another argument urged by the church of 
Rome for prohibiting the laity from reading 
^e Scriptures, and exereifing the rights of 
private judgement, is, the danger of herefies*. 

Allowing this to be the (!afe, it is no fuffi- 
cient objection to our exercifing ov^ natural- 
irights \ for every enjoyment and bteffing is. 
liable to abufe. But the faA is, that the ig« 
oorant, or thie fuperficial and difhoneft inqui- 
rer» is the perfon who is ih m^oft danger of 
error/ This is what our Saviour intimated to 
the Sadducees of old, who were unbelievers 
in a future ftate, and bad been propofing ob- 
jcftions to this article of faith : " Ye err, not 
•' knowing the Scriptures, nor the power of 
** God." But thofe who carefully ftudy the 
Scriptures, with a fincere defirc to know the 
truth, and a deternnined purpofe to a6l con- 
formably to it, (hall not remain under any 
fatal dclufion or miftake : for we are aflured 
by him who is the faithful and true witnefs, 
that •* if the eye be fingle, the whole body 
•* (hall be full of light. If any man will do 
** the will of God, he Ihall know of the doc* 
•* trine, whether it be of God. The meek 
•* will God guide in judgement 5 the meek will 
•' he teach his way.** 

Upon inquiry into the rife of herefies it. 
will not be found, that the vulgar or laity 
have been moft apt to raife them. It was In- 
nocent I. who maintained, that the eucharift 
ihould be adminidercd 10 infants; the affertors 
of ivhich opiaion Pius W % ^»\^"ak\)cicvsvj\\^^^. Yv^-^.^ 
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bjr the councils of Sirmium> of Milan, and 
and Ariminum, that fanAion was given to tbf 
Arian herefy, which overfprcad for a time by 
far the greateft part of the Chrjftian church. 

There is a learning, or affcAation of dc« 
parting from the common road, and being 
wifer than others, that puflFeth up, and expo* 
feth to deceit ; but the accurate iaveftigationg 
of a humble inquirer are the hc& means of 
attaining the knowledge of the truth. Ii^ 
fhort, if the reading of the Scriptures lays 
men open to herefies, or dangerous errors^ 
the facred books (hould be with-held from 
the clergy as well as the laity, or never hav^ 
been communicated at all. 

I have now, as I propofed, endeavoured to 
ill^rate the excellent character of the Be« 
reans, — and have (hown the obligations we 
are under to imitate their conduft, or to 
icarch with diligence and im4>artiaiity the 
Scriptures, and to. exercife the rights of pri* 
yate judgement.. 

Thcfe obfcrvations, I hope, have awakened 
in every hearer lively fentimenis of gratitude 
to divine Providence for the bleiEngs of the 
Reformation, and efpecially for the invaluable 
privilege of the free ufe of the Scriptures ia 
our native language. On comparing our pre- 
fcnt happy arcumftances wuh thofe of our 
forefathers a few ages ago, and with the con- 
dition of a great part ofr the profcflbrs of the 
ChrJilian.ialth^ ^ho aie &\W Yv\vsx^>\k<^^x ^^cj^ 
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iyrimiy-'ind^fnpi^ of cliif' dibrdi et 

iedge^ tBat oar lirtA haV^ fktlett Id jptcafant 
places;- "and that We liaiitt a gdodlf beritageJ 
Bot if ^tt nor fufficictirlto kii6# otfr ri^tt as 
Pktneibiiiii i let 'ft 6e oiif care to Aiplojr them 
C6; tfib^'Mffbaflvantiigi^ HAdffr |tfae {thfiia&oii, 
that t^ whtti^lsradr b i^en,^ of Aeih inadx 
^alFbjTiKtlHfi^ Let not otir Biidb li^ bf 
(is uo&red; of fefdorn- and fiiperfidafly rdif, 
sis is {h4n)6full7 the' cafe with too many in this 
land'Of-Kght and iifoertys bttt» like the-Be^ 
, reans, let- us -fearch the Seriptare& dailf, an^ 
isi ftudious- to- gtow in grace, and irf' the 
knowledge of our Lord ancf Saviour Jefus 
Cbrift, whom to know is life ercrnah Let 
us read them with humility, impartiality, and 
a fingle eye to know and obey the truth ; and 
let us accompany our refearches into the fa- 
cred oracLs with daily and earneft fupplica- 
tions at a throne of grace, ** that God may 
■* open our underftandiiigs to underftand the 
s** Scriptures, and lead us in the paths of trutfi. 
•* and righteoufnefs for his name's flike." 

I intreat yc^u; my young friends in particu- 
lar, who enjoy the advantages of a religious 
education from the charitable inftitutions of 
this country, to cu tivate an early and intimate 
acquaintance with the holy Scriptures, which 
are able to make ynu wife unto falvation^ 
through faith in Jcfus Chiift.:' It is by an ha^ 
bitual attention to the doftriaes and precepts 
^f our religioDL t\x«it. 'jou ^"'iX \>c xaoi^ t'St:^?^. 
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tually prcferved from the contagious in£[u« 
ence of fenfual pleafure, and bad example, 
and enabled afterwards to difcharge, with fi- 
delity and fuccefs, the duties of your diflFer- 
ent (Nations and employments. 

If the knowledge of the Scriptures is of fo 
eficntial importance to the prefent welfare and 
the everl.ifling happinefs of mankind, no de- 
fign can be more noble and patriotic than that 
of the worthy Society in Scotland ** for pro- 
*^ pagating the gofpel, and promoting the arts 
*« of civil life." In profecution of this moft 
uftful undertaking (befides fome miilionaries 
employed by them in foireign parts, and main.- 
tained at their expence), a very great number 
of ichools have been eftabliftied, and* furniflied 
with welUqujlifted teachers, in thofe parts of 
Scotland where ignorance and Popery moft a« 
bounded. By the lateft information, there are 
about 6000 children educated in the fchools of 
this Society. The youth, both of Popidi.an^ 
Proteftant parents, who refort to thefe fcliook^ 
are early trained to the reading of the Scrip- 
tures, that ineliimable treafure of religious 
knowledge, and accullomed to the duties oi 
devotion, and habits of induftry. 

/\mon^ft the many beneficent deeds of tlifs 
Spciety, none appeirs to me more worthy oiF 
commendation, than their publi/hing lately^ 
with much charge to their funds, a tranflatioa 
of the i>[ew Teftament in the Erfe tongue, 
and throwing oflF ten thQufand copies of it, 
for the ufe of the inViAb'\v^\\\& o^ \\vt VCv^- 
;Wds and iflahds ot Sc60iAuA.'^^ox^\v^>i^*>2^ 
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is defirable, thafall in this ifland (hould fpeak 
the fame language, and though thefe charity- 
fchools have been very ufefui in fpreading the 
knowledge of the Englifh language among the 
Highlanders ; yet it cannot be fuppofed, tliat 
many of them, efpecially thofe who are ad- 
vanced in life, can attain to fo accurate an ^ 
acquaintance with it as with their mother* 
tongue ; and it is highly reafonable and fit, 
that people of all nations to whom the Scrip* 
tures are communicated, (hould have accefs to 
read them in the languages that are moft uni« 
Tcrfally known and beft underftood by them. 
*When the apollles were endued with the gift 
of tongues, they fpoke or declared the won* 
derful works of God to the people from dif- 
ferent countries, who were affembled at Je- 
rufalem on the day of Pentecoft, in their re- 
fpeftive tongues. Eric tranflations of the 
Scriptures feem to be the only rational way 
of fupplying the want of that miraculous en- 
dowment for the propagation of the gofpel, , 
and the mo(^ expeditious method of diffufing 
religious knowledge. 

Indeed, my Honourable and Reverend hear- 
ers, who are intruded with the management 
of this Society, every exertion of prudent zeal 
and diligence is requifite, and is expelled from 
you, to defeat the arts of the church of Rome, 
which hath much zeal without knowledge, 
and which, with unwearied induilry, compailes 
fea and land to make profelytes. I need not 
remind you of the number of emifiaries of 

that 
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that churchy and of their a^Hvity and Aicccfst 
in the more unenlightened parts of this country* 
Thefe circumftances are well known to you^ 
aiui have excited many generous defigns : your 
liberal hearts, 1 truft» will continue to devife 
liberal things, for refcuing your countrymen 
from Fopilb ignorance, tyranny, and fuper* 
ftition, and for promoting vital religion among 
all ranks of perfons : for the renouncing of 
Popery, without renouncing the fcrvice of Sa- 
tan and fin, will be of fmall avail. Exctife 
me when I ufe the liberty to recommend to 
you the procuring of an Erfe tranllation 'Oi 
the Old Teftament, as a defign of moft pu- 
blic utility} though I know it cannot be accom** 
pliftied without great expence and labour. It 
is my ardent wiih, that your ifunds may foon 
be in condition to aid the execution of fo pap> 
triotic an undertaking. Providence hath hi- 
therto fmiled on the defigns of this Society^ 
and rendered them remarkably fubfervient 
both to the religious and civil interefts of this 
country, as hath been readily acknowledged 
by every inquiring traveller of late. By the 
divine bleffing on your endeavours, and fome 
other means that have been wifely employed 
by the ftate, much light and ufefiil knowledge 
have been communicated to the minds of the 
inhabitants of the Highlands and iflands of 
Scotland ; induftry, and attention to tradc^ 
fifheries, and manufaAures, have been promo- 
ted \ juft ideas of fubjeftion to law, and aa 
auachinent to our excellent civil conftitutioot 
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have been increifed. Many of thofe families 
that formerly, under the undue influence of 
trafHcking priefts, and imperious heads of 
clans, were eager for a Popifh pretender to 
the crown of thefe realms, and repeatedly di- 
fturbed the peace of the ftate, have been late- 
ly cngag<*d with renowned valour in defend- 
ing the liberties, and extending the conquefts 
of Britain, in various quarters of the globe. 

Though much hath been done for enlight- 
ening and civilizing fo great a part of our 
native country, much ftill remains to be done. 
From the deficiency of funds, and front the 
former falaries of teachers being inadequate 
to the growing expence of the necelTaries of 
life, the Society have been obliged of late to 
fupprefs many of their fchools, and to remove 
others of them from places where they were 
confiderably needful and ufeful, to other {Ra- 
tions that were more important. Could they 
obtain a fufficient increafe of revenue, they 
propofe to eftablKh eighty eight fchools addi- 
tional to their prefent number, in parifties 
where they are likely to be attended with great 
advantage. To aid the accomplifhment of 
this be evolent and important defign, the 
General AfTembly, laft year, appointed a collec- 
tion to be made in all the pansilhes of Scotland. 
Though a conliderable lum of money hath 
been railed by this collecftion, for which the 
contributors have the hearty thanks of the 
Society, and the blefling of thofe who are 
ready to perifh for lack'of knowledge j yet 
.the Jbenef anions hiiYxtno v^^dN^d ^t^ ciot ade- 
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quate to the extent of the defign. We would 
intreat therefore all the friends of religion, 
and welUwifliers to their country, to contri- 
bute according to their abilities, for efFedlua- 
ting this important end. Would perfons ia 
high rank, and affluent circurriftahces, retrench 
fome of the luxuries of life, and employ a lar- 
ger proportion of their income in woi*k's of 
piety and charity, inftead of wafting it on the 
amufements and fenfual pleafures of a difli- 
pated age ; a fufficient fund would foon be 
procured for*communicating Chriftian know-p 
ledge, and the neccflary arts of life,' to every 
part 6f our dative country, as well a$ for pra- 
pagating the gofpel in foreign parts. Re; 
member, that you are only the ftewards of 
the bounties cJf Heaven j and muft ere long 
render an account of your ftewardflaip. Con- 
fider how worthy of a rational being is fuch 
an emp oyment of your fortune and influence: 
To inlhu£l the ignorant, and civilize the fa- 
vage J to publiih the glad tidings of falvation 
through Jcfus Chrift, and to refcue men from 
the bondage of error and of vice ; to confirm the 
weak, and comfort the diftrcflcd, — axe works 
of the moft noble and important kind. How 
vaftly fupeiior is the fatisfaftion that fprings 
from the contcioulnefs.of having been inftru- 
mental in promoting the falvation of your 
fellow-creatures, to that which arifes from the 
increafe of corn, of wine, and of oil ! Think, 
O ferioufly thii k ! on the unspeakable pre-' 
cioufhciS of the iouls of men, that are foon to 

enter 



ftttar on an iuidi«6getUe fttte oF ui{qpiDefi 
,or mtfeiy. Ciuifider^ •• ihe nioft powerful 
of all inducements to fabonn of love, tbe 
vonderful difplayt of the .grace of our Lord 
-feftti Chrift^ who« tlip^gb hie was' rich, for our 
Mbcs becamepoor* duu w^i through hu po» ^ 
«ert7> might be made rich i remember, that 
^rvtnthe kaift inftance.of fritndOiipfliown to 
ji^ difdple, in the name o* a diftiple, fliall not 
lole its reward, I know of -not avgumeiits 
mpie powerful ior escitiog .and cherUhing 
your seal^ liberality, and diligence, in pro* 
snoting the knowledge and praftice of the 
tiruth, as h is in Jefns* I leaire them to yow 
confideration* without funhltr enliirgement. 
2Iay God difpofe yon to coo^ply with them^— 
ibrChrift^lake. Amen. 
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